Colorado Revised Statutes 2025

TITLE 22

EDUCATION

Cross references: For provisions on junior colleges, contained in this title prior to 1975,
see articles 71 and 72 of title 23.

Law reviews: For article, "Fundamentalist Christians, the Public Schools and the
Religion Clauses", see 66 Den. U.L. Rev. 289 (1989).

GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE
ARTICLE 1
General Provisions

22-1-101. Schools defined. (1) A public school is a school that derives its support, in
whole or in part, from moneys raised by a general state, county, or district tax.

(2) A charter school is a public school that operates pursuant to a charter contract
entered into pursuant to the provisions of article 30.5 of this title. As used in this title, unless the
context otherwise requires, "charter school" includes any type of charter school created pursuant
to the provisions of article 30.5 of this title.

Source: G.L. § 2521. G.S. § 3071. R.S. 08: § 6008. C.L. § 8495. CSA: C. 146, § 289.
CRS 53: § 123-21-1. C.R.S. 63: § 123-21-1. L. 2004: Entire section amended, p. 1586, § 12,
effective June 3.

22-1-102. Residence of child. (1) Every public school shall be open for the admission
of all children, between the ages of five and twenty-one years, residing in that district without
the payment of tuition. The board of education shall have power to admit adults and children not
residing in the district if it sees fit to do so and to fix the terms of such admission.

(2) A child shall be deemed to reside in a school district if:

(a) Both his or her parents, or the survivor of them, or the one of them with whom such
child resides a majority of the time pursuant to an order of any court of competent jurisdiction
resides in the school district;

(b) The legally appointed guardian of his person resides in the school district;

(c) After emancipation by his parents, or the survivor thereof, from their or his control,
and he has no guardian, he lives within the school district;

(d) In the judgment of the board of education of the school district wherein the child
lives, the child has been abandoned by his parents;

(e) The child has become permanently dependent for his maintenance and support on
someone other than his nonresident parents, or upon any charitable organization, if the
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dependent child is actually to make his home and receive his support within the school district
where he desires to attend;

(f) If one of the child's parents or the guardian of his person is a public officer or
employee living temporarily for the performance of his duties in a school district other than that
of his residence. Unless the parents of a child are permanently separated, the residence of the
husband shall be deemed to be the residence of the child, but, if the parents have permanently
separated, the residence of the child shall be that of the parent with whom the child actually
lives.

(g) Regardless of the residence of the parents, if any, the child adopts a dwelling place
within the district with the intent to remain there indefinitely and with the intent not to return to
the dwelling place from which he came, and regularly eats or sleeps there, or both, during the
entire school year as defined in section 22-1-112; but the child shall be deemed not to have the
requisite intent if he regularly returns to another dwelling place during summer vacations or
weekends;

(h) The child is found to be homeless pursuant to the provisions of section 22-1-102.5
and the child presently seeks shelter or is located in the school district; except that a homeless
child shall be deemed to reside in another school district if the child attended school in such
school district at the time the child became homeless, the child remains homeless, the affected
school districts find that attendance in such other school district is in the best interests of the
child pursuant to section 22-33-103.5, and the child chooses to continue attendance in such other
school district;

(1) The child is found to have become homeless pursuant to the provisions of section 22-
1-102.5 during a period that school is not in session, the child remains homeless, and the child
presently seeks shelter or is located in the school district; except that the child shall be deemed to
reside in another school district if the child attended school in such school district immediately
prior to the time the child became homeless, the child remains homeless, the affected school
districts find that attendance in such other school district is in the best interests of the child
pursuant to section 22-33-103.5, and the child chooses to continue attendance in such other
school district; or

(j) The child is a student in out-of-home placement, as defined in section 22-32-138, but
is enrolled in a school of origin, as defined in section 22-32-138, other than an approved facility
school, as defined in section 22-2-402, or a state-licensed day treatment facility and was
considered a resident of the school district at the time the child became a student in out-of-home
placement or at the time of enrollment in the school of origin, whichever is most recent.

(3) School districts shall follow the procedures specified in section 22-33-103.5 in
determining where a homeless child shall attend school and the educational services provided to
homeless children.

Source: G.L. § 2522. G.S. § 3072. L. 1889: p. 301, § 3. R.S. 08: § 6009. C.L. § 8496. L.
31: p. 831, § 1. CSA: C. 146, § 290. CRS 53: § 123-21-2. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-21-2. L. 67: pp.
37,824, 8§ 1, 2. L. 73: p. 1280, § 3. L. 90: (2)(h) added, p. 1040, § 1, effective April 3. L. 98:
(2)(a) amended, p. 1410, § 74, effective February 1, 1999. L. 2002: (2)(h) amended and (2)(i)
and (3) added, pp. 204, 205, §§ 2, 3, effective July 1. L. 2005: (1) amended, p. 69, § 2, effective
March 25. L. 2023: (2)(i) amended and (2)(j) added, (HB 23-1089), ch. 112, p. 401, § 1,
effective April 25.
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Cross references: For the constitutional requirement for establishment and maintenance
of public schools, see § 2 of article IX of the state constitution.

22-1-102.5. Definition of homeless child. (1) The general assembly finds and declares
that, because of the growing number of children and families who are homeless in Colorado,
there is a need to ensure that all homeless children and youth receive a proper education. It is the
intent of the general assembly that no child or youth shall be denied the benefits of a free
education in the public schools because the child or youth is homeless.

(2) (a) As used in this article 1, unless the context otherwise requires, "homeless child"
means:

(I) A school-aged child or youth, including preschool, who lacks a fixed, regular, and
adequate nighttime residence, including but not limited to:

(A) A child or youth who is living in a motel, hotel, or camping ground due to a lack of
alternative adequate accommodations;

(B) A child or youth who is living in an emergency or transitional shelter; and

(C) A child or youth who is abandoned in a hospital;

(D) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2018.)

(I) A school-aged child or youth, including preschool, who has a primary nighttime
residence that is:

(A) A supervised, publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary
living accommodations, including welfare hotels, congregate shelters, and transitional housing
for persons with behavioral or mental health disorders; or

(B) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2018.)

(C) A public or private place not designed for, nor ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping
accommodation for human beings, including but not limited to an automobile, a park, an
abandoned building, a bus or train station, or a similar setting; or

(IT) A child or youth who is sharing the housing of another due to loss of housing,
economic hardship, or for similar reasons.

(b) "Homeless child" shall not include any individual imprisoned or otherwise detained
pursuant to an act of congress or a state law.

(c) "Homeless child" shall include a migrant school-aged child, including preschool,
who meets the requirements of this subsection (2).

(d) "Homeless child" shall include a school-aged child, including preschool, who meets
the requirements of this subsection (2) who is not in the physical custody of a parent or legal
guardian.

Source: L. 90: Entire section added, p. 1040, § 2, effective April 3. L. 2002: (2)
amended, p. 205, § 4, effective July 1. L. 2006: (2)(a)(I)(A) amended, p. 1404, § 61, effective
August 7. L. 2017: IP(2)(a) and (2)(a)(II)(A) amended, (SB 17-242), ch. 263, p. 1318, § 169,
effective May 25. L. 2018: Entire section amended, (HB 18-1306), ch. 364, p. 2182, § 5,
effective August 8.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in SB 17-242, see section 1 of chapter
263, Session Laws of Colorado 2017. For the legislative declaration in HB 18-1306, see section
1 of chapter 364, Session Laws of Colorado 2018.
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22-1-103. Policy of state to instruct in English - exceptions. Instruction in the common
branches of study in the public schools of this state shall be conducted principally through the
medium of the English language; except that it shall be the policy of the state also to encourage
the school districts of the state to develop bilingual skills and to assist pupils whose experience is
largely in a language other than English to make an effective transition to English with the least
possible interference in other learning activities.

Source: G.L. § 2523. L. 1883: p. 271, § 12. G.S. § 3073. L. 1887: p. 401, § 37. L. 01: p.
362,8 1. R.S. 08: § 6010. L. 19: p. 599, § 1. C.L. § 8497. CSA: C. 146, § 291. CRS 53: § 123-
21-3. L.59: p. 675, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-21-3. L. 69: p. 1029, § 1.

22-1-104. Teaching of history, culture, and civil government. (1) (a) The history and
civil government of the United States and of the state of Colorado, which includes the history,
culture, and social contributions of minorities, including but not limited to American Indians,
Latinos, African Americans, and Asian Americans, the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
individuals within these minority groups, and the intersectionality of significant social and
cultural features within these communities, and the contributions and persecution of religious
minorities, must be taught in all the public schools of the state.

(b) In addition to the requirements specified in subsection (1)(a) of this section, courses
for teaching the civil government of the United States and of the state of Colorado must include
instruction on:

(I) The three branches of government and how they interact; an understanding of how
laws are enacted at the federal, state, and local government levels; and the methods by which
citizens shape and influence government and governmental actions;

(I) The formation and development of the governments of the United States and the
state of Colorado using federal and state foundational documents and the significance and
relevance of those foundational documents in modern society. At a minimum, this instruction
must include:

(A) The historical and modern significance of the declaration of independence;

(B) How the United States constitution establishes the federal government and the
characteristics of the republic that it creates;

(C) How the Colorado constitution establishes the state government and its relationship
to local governments in the state;

(D) How the United States constitution with the bill of rights and the state bill of rights
in article II of the state constitution are applicable in modern society;

(E) How the United States constitution is amended and the changes that have been made
to it since 1787;

(F) How the Colorado constitution is amended and the changes that have been made to it
since 1876;

(G) How other foundational documents of the United States and Colorado, including
landmark United States supreme court decisions and significant Colorado supreme court
decisions, aided in the formation and have subsequently affected the development of the United
States and Colorado governments; and

(H) How to engage with federal, state, and local governments and how to engage with
public officials.
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(c) Notwithstanding the requirement in section 22-7-1005 (6) to review the preschool
through elementary and secondary education standards every six years, as soon as is practicable
after September 7, 2021, the state board of education shall review the civics portion of the social
studies standards and revise them as necessary to comply with the requirements of subsection
(1)(b) of this section. The state board of education shall take into consideration any
recommendations of the history, culture, social contributions, and civil government in education
commission established in section 22-1-104.3 in reviewing the civics standards pursuant to this
subsection (1)(c).

(d) Each public school and school district is encouraged to partner with local service
organizations to solicit donations to improve the quality of the civics education program that the
public school or school district provides. Donations may be used to pay the cost of developing a
high-quality curriculum, inviting speakers to interact with students, and providing students with
opportunities for civics learning and engagement outside of the classroom.

(2) Satisfactory completion of a course on the civil government of the United States and
the state of Colorado, including the subjects described in subsection (1) of this section, is a
condition of high school graduation in the public schools of this state.

(3) (@) In an effort to increase civic participation among young people, each school
district board of education shall convene a community forum on a periodic basis, but not less
than once every six years, for all interested persons to discuss adopted content standards in
civics, including the subjects described in subsection (1) of this section. The history, culture,
social contributions, and civil government in education commission established in section 22-1-
104.3 shall actively participate in any such forums.

(b) Based upon input from this community forum, each school district board of
education shall determine how the subject areas specified in subsection (1) of this section are
addressed when establishing graduation requirements.

(4) (a) In an effort to strengthen the teaching of the history, culture, social contributions,
and civil government of the state of Colorado and of the United States in all public schools of the
state in accordance with the requirements of this section, the department of education, in
conjunction with the history, culture, social contributions, and civil government in education
commission established in section 22-1-104.3, shall assist the school districts of the state in
developing and promoting programs for elementary and secondary students that engage the
students in the process of discovery and interpretation of the subjects and topics set forth in
subsection (1) of this section.

(b) The department of education is authorized to accept gifts, grants, and donations in
furtherance of the objectives specified in subsection (4)(a) of this section.

(c) It is the intent of the general assembly that the objectives specified in subsection
(4)(a) of this section are funded through the state education fund created in section 17 (4) of
article IX of the state constitution. The general assembly hereby finds that the development,
promotion, and maintenance by the school districts of the state of programs for elementary and
secondary students that engage such students in the process of discovery and interpretation of the
subjects and topics set forth in subsection (1) of this section assist these students in meeting state
academic standards and may therefore be funded from money in the state education fund.

(5) (a) In an effort to strengthen the teaching of history, culture, social contributions, and
civil government, as described in subsection (1) of this section, in all public schools of the state
in accordance with the requirements of this section, the department of education, in conjunction
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with the history, culture, social contributions, and civil government in education commission
established in section 22-1-104.3, shall assist the school districts of the state in developing and
promoting programs for elementary and secondary students that address the state model content
standards for history and civics and promote best practices while also addressing the subjects
and topics described in subsection (1) of this section.

(b) It is the intent of the general assembly that the objectives specified in this subsection
(5) are funded through the state education fund created in section 17 (4) of article IX of the state
constitution. The general assembly hereby finds that the development, promotion, and
maintenance by the school districts of the state of programs for elementary and secondary
students that address the state model content standards for history and civics and promote best
practices while addressing the subjects and topics described in subsection (1) of this section
assist these students in meeting state academic standards and may therefore be funded from
money in the state education fund.

(6) The state board of education shall take into consideration any recommendations of
the history, culture, social contributions, and civil government in education commission
established in section 22-1-104.3 when performing its six-year review of the state's education
standards pursuant to section 22-7-1005 (6).

Source: L. 21: p. 728, § 1. C.L. § 8498. CSA: C. 146, § 292. CRS 53: § 123-21-4.
C.R.S. 1963: § 123-21-4. L. 69: p. 1022, § 2. L. 98: (2) amended, p. 328, § 1, effective April 17.
L. 2003: (3) and (4) added, p. 1228, § 1, effective August 6. L. 2004: (5) added, p. 875, § 2,
effective May 21. L. 2005: (6) added, p. 438, § 14, effective April 29. L. 2015: (4)(a) amended,
(HB 15-1323), ch. 204, p. 719, § 17, effective May 20. L. 2019: Entire section amended, (HB
19-1192), ch. 302, p. 2773, § 1, effective May 28. L. 2021: (1) amended, (SB 21-067), ch. 98, p.
393, § 3, effective September 7.

Cross references: (1) For the legislative declaration contained in the 2004 act enacting
subsection (5), see section 1 of chapter 251, Session Laws of Colorado 2004.

(2) For the short title ("Senator Lois Court Civics Act of 2021") and the legislative
declaration in SB 21-067, see sections 1 and 2 of chapter 98, Session Laws of Colorado 2021.

22-1-104.3. History, culture, social contributions, and civil government in education
commission - established - membership - duties. (1) There is established the history, culture,
social contributions, and civil government in education commission, referred to in this section as
the "commission". The purpose of the commission is to make recommendations to the state
board of education and department of education to be used in conjunction with the regular six-
year review of the state's education standards and programs pursuant to section 22-7-1005 (6).
The recommendations must seek to further the discovery, interpretation, and learning of the
history, culture, social contributions, and civil government of the United States and Colorado,
including the contributions of American Indians, Latinos, African Americans, and Asian
Americans, the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender individuals within these minority groups,
and the intersectionality of significant social and cultural features within these communities, and
the contributions and persecution of religious minorities. The commission shall work
cooperatively and in conjunction with the department of education and local school boards of
education as described in section 22-1-104.
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(2) The commission consists of sixteen members and, to the extent practicable, must
include persons from throughout the state and persons with disabilities and must reflect the
ethnic diversity of the state. A majority of the commission members must have either classroom
experience or experience in developing education content standards. On or before August 15,
2019, the appointing officials shall appoint membership of the commission as follows:

(a) The governor shall appoint, through the office of boards and commissions, the
following members of the commission:

() Two members from the American Indian community;

(IT) Two members from the Latino community;

(IIT) Two members from the African American community;

(IV) Two members from the Asian American community;

(V) One member from the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender community;

(VI) One member who is a teacher and holds an initial or professional teacher license
pursuant to article 60.5 of this title 22;

(VII) One member from an organization that represents either school superintendents or
local school boards; and

(VIII) Two members representing higher education. One member must represent a large
state institution of higher education, and one member must represent a smaller state institution of
higher education.

(b) The commissioner of education shall appoint two members from the department of
education, who are nonvoting members; and

(c) The president of the state historical society, established in part 2 of article 80 of title
24, or the president's designee, who is a nonvoting member.

(3) Commission members serve for terms of four years; except that, of the members first
appointed, two members appointed pursuant to each of subsections (2)(a)(I), (2)(a)(ll), and
(2)(a)(Ill) of this section and one member appointed pursuant to subsection (2)(a)(IV) of this
section, as designated by the governor, serve initial terms of two years. The appointing officials
shall fill any vacancies on the commission for the remainder of any unexpired term.

(4) Beginning in September 2019, the commission shall meet a minimum of two times
per year and additionally as needed in conjunction with the community forums established in
section 22-1-104 (3)(a).

(5) Commission members serve without compensation but may be reimbursed for actual
and reasonable expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

Source: L. 2019: Entire section added, (HB 19-1192), ch. 302, p. 2775, § 2, effective
May 28.

22-1-104.5. Teaching of visual arts and performing arts - definitions. (1) As used in
this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Course" includes, but need not be limited to, a traditional class, an online course of
study, an internship, an externship, a mentor experience, or an independent study course that
culminates in an integrative or specialized performance, showcase, or exhibition.

(b) "Performing arts" means art forms that are expressed by individuals or groups that
involve performance through multi-sensory experiences, which performances may include, but
need not be limited to, dance, music, theater, and digital or electronic productions.
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(c) "Visual arts" means art works created by individuals or groups using a variety of
media and processes, which art works may include, but need not be limited to, drawing, painting,
ceramic arts, sculpture, photography, graphic arts, printmaking, media arts, electronic or digital
design, textiles, jewelry, glass arts, and fine woodworking.

(2) Each public school in the state is strongly encouraged to provide courses in visual
arts and in performing arts, which courses shall be based on content standards for visual arts and
performing arts and provided in compliance with state and federal law. School districts and
public schools are strongly encouraged to explore and implement innovative delivery
mechanisms for performing arts and visual arts courses, including but not limited to using on-site
technology and software, online education, and collaboration among community colleges, other
school districts or public schools, boards of cooperative services, and regional service areas.

Source: L. 2010: Entire section added, (HB 10-1273), ch. 233, p. 1020, § 2, effective
May 18.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in the 2010 act adding this section, see
section 1 of chapter 233, Session Laws of Colorado 2010.

22-1-104.7. Teaching of Holocaust and genocide studies - definitions. (1) As used in
this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Genocide" means any of the following acts committed with the intent to destroy, in
whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial, or religious group:

(I) Killing members of a national, ethnic, racial, or religious group;

(I Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of a national, ethnic, racial, or
religious group;

(IIT) Deliberately inflicting on a national, ethnic, racial, or religious group conditions of
life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part;

(IV) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within a national, ethnic, racial, or
religious group; or

(V) Forcibly transferring children of a national, ethnic, racial, or religious group to
another group.

(b) "Holocaust" means the systematic, bureaucratic, state-sponsored persecution and
murder of approximately six million Jews and five million individuals targeted for their religion,
disability, or identity by the Nazi regime and its collaborators.

(c) "Holocaust and genocide studies" means studies on the Holocaust, genocide, and
other acts of mass violence, including but not limited to the Armenian Genocide.

(2) (a) For school years beginning on or after July 1, 2023, each school district board of
education and charter school shall incorporate the standards on Holocaust and genocide studies
developed by the state board pursuant to section 22-7-1005 (2.7) into an existing course that is
currently a condition of high school graduation.

(b) The provisions of subsection (2)(a) of this section applies only if the standards are
adopted by the state board on or before July 1, 2023.

(3) A school district or charter school may utilize the resource bank created pursuant to
section 22-2-127.3 or other alternative programs or materials to implement the provisions of this
section. Any programs or materials used in teaching Holocaust and genocide studies must
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represent best practices and be developed using input from experts in the area of Holocaust and
genocide studies.

Source: L. 2020: Entire section added, (HB 20-1336), ch. 252, p. 1227, § 1, effective
July 8.

22-1-104.9. Teaching of Black historical and cultural studies - definitions. (1) As
used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Black historical and cultural studies" means an interdisciplinary program of
elementary through secondary academic study that:

(I)  Represents Black historical experiences through truthful, inclusive, complex
narratives that connect with contemporary realities; and

(IT) Highlights the innovations and cultural contributions of Black people in Colorado,
America, and the world.

(b) "Local education provider" means:

(D) A school district;

(IT) A charter school authorized by a school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of
this title 22;

(IIT) A charter school authorized by the state charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of
article 30.5 of this title 22;

(IV) The state charter school institute created pursuant to section 22-30.5-503; or

(V) A board of cooperative services created and operating pursuant to article 5 of this
title 22 that operates one or more public schools.

(2) No later than two years after the state board adopts the standards on Black historical
and cultural studies pursuant to section 22-7-1005 (2.9), each local education provider shall
incorporate the standards into courses for elementary through secondary education students.

(3) The state board of education shall integrate the recommendations of the Black
historical and cultural studies advisory committee established in section 22-2-127.4 when
performing its six-year review of the state's education standards pursuant to section 22-7-1005

(6).

Source: L. 2025: Entire section added, (HB 25-1149), ch. 394, p. 2219, § 1, effective
June 3.

22-1-105. Commissioner of education to provide course. (Repealed)

Source: L. 21: p. 728, § 2. C.L. § 8499. CSA: C. 146, § 293. CRS 53: § 123-21-5.
C.R.S. 1963: § 123-21-5. L. 84: Entire section repealed, p. 579, § 1, effective February 17.

22-1-106. Information as to honor and use of flag. (1) The commissioner of education
shall provide the necessary instruction and information so that all teachers in the grade and high
schools in the state of Colorado may teach the pupils therein the proper respect of the flag of the
United States, to honor and properly salute the flag when passing in parade, and to properly use
the flag in decorating and displaying.

(2) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2004, p. 166, § 1, effective March 17, 2004.)
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(3) Each school district shall provide an opportunity each school day for willing students
to recite the pledge of allegiance in public elementary and secondary educational institutions.
Any person not wishing to participate in the recitation of the pledge of allegiance shall be
exempt from reciting the pledge of allegiance and need not participate.

Source: L. 23: p. 550, § 1. CSA: C. 146, § 294. CRS 53: § 123-21-6. C.R.S. 1963: §
123-21-6. L. 2003: Entire section amended, p. 2367, § 1, effective August 6. L. 2004: Entire
section amended, p. 166, § 1, effective March 17.

22-1-107. Pupils to be instructed. Upon such information and instruction being
furnished, it is the duty of each teacher in such schools to see that the pupils therein receive such
instruction and information.

Source: L. 23: p. 550, § 2. CSA: C. 146, § 295. CRS 53: § 123-21-7. C.R.S. 1963: §
123-21-7.

22-1-108. Federal constitution to be taught. In all public and private schools located
within the state of Colorado, there shall be given regular courses of instruction in the constitution
of the United States.

Source: L. 25: p. 447, § 1. CSA: C. 146, § 296. CRS 53: § 123-21-8. C.R.S. 1963: §
123-21-8.

22-1-109. Taught at what stages. Such instruction in the constitution of the United
States shall begin not later than the opening of the junior high schools or seventh grade and shall
continue in the high school course and in courses in state colleges, universities, and the
educational departments of state and municipal institutions to an extent to be determined by the
commissioner of education.

Source: L. 25: p. 447, § 2. CSA: C. 146, § 297. CRS 53: § 123-21-9. C.R.S. 1963: §
123-21-9.

22-1-110. Effect of use of alcohol and controlled substances to be taught. The nature
of alcoholic drinks and controlled substances, as defined in section 18-18-102 (5), C.R.S., and
special instruction as to their effects upon the human system in connection with the several
divisions of the subject of physiology and hygiene, as to the physical, emotional, psychological,
and social dangers of their use with an emphasis upon the nonuse of such substances by school-
age children, and as to the illegal aspects of their use shall be included in the branches of study
taught to school-age children during grades kindergarten through twelve in the public schools of
the state. They shall be studied and taught, as thoroughly and in the same manner as other like
required branches are taught in said schools, by the use of instructional materials and strategies
designated by the board of directors of the respective school districts.

Source: L. 1887: p. 378, § 1. R.S. 08: § 6011. C.L. § 8500. CSA: C. 146, § 298. CRS
53: § 123-21-10. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-21-10. L. 82: Entire section amended, p. 254, § 12,
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effective May 3. L. 85: Entire section amended, p. 718, § 1, effective July 1. L. 2012: Entire
section amended, (HB 12-1311), ch. 281, p. 1625, § 63, effective July 1.

22-1-110.5. Education regarding human sexuality - prior written notice to parent -
content standards. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2004: Entire section added, p. 1373, § 1, effective July 1. L. 2007: (5) to (9)
added, p. 828, § 2, effective July 1. L. 2013: Entire section repealed, (HB 13-1081), ch. 303, p.
1600, § 1, effective May 28.

22-1-111. Failure to teach temperance. (Repealed)

Source: L. 1887: p. 379, § 2. R.S. 08: § 6012. C.L. § 8501. CSA: C. 146, § 299. CRS
53: § 123-21-11. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-21-10. L. 82: Entire section amended, p. 254, § 11,
effective May 3. L. 85: Entire section repealed, p. 718, § 2, effective July 1.

22-1-112. School year - national holidays. The school year shall begin on the first day
of July and end on the thirtieth day of June. The term "national holidays" in this title shall be
construed to mean Thanksgiving day, Christmas day, New Year's day, the third Monday in
January, observed as the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Washington-Lincoln day,
Memorial day, Labor day, Independence day, and Veterans' day.

Source: G.L. § 2524. G.S. § 3074. L. 1887: p. 401, § 38. R.S. 08: § 6013. C.L. § 8502.
L. 25: p. 455, § 1. CSA: C. 146, § 300. CRS 53: § 123-21-12. L. 61: p. 681, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: §
123-21-12. L. 84: Entire section amended, p. 670, § 5, effective January 1, 1986.

22-1-113. School census - oath of parent. (Repealed)

Source: L. 19: p. 575, § 1. L. 21: p. 696, § 1. C.L. § 8503. CSA: C. 146, § 301. CRS 53:
§ 123-21-13. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-21-13. L. 2006: Entire section repealed, p. 594, § 2, effective
August 7.

22-1-114. Statements from private schools. Whenever requested by the board of
education of the school district in which a private school is located, if not more often than once
per month, the person or corporation in charge and control of any school other than a public
school shall certify in writing, and, if so requested, upon forms or blanks furnished by the said
school district for that purpose, a statement containing the name, age, place of residence, and
number of days of attendance at school during the preceding month or since the preceding report
of all children of school age who then are or since the preceding report have been attending any
such school.

Source: L. 21: p. 697, § 2. C.L. § 8504. CSA: C. 146, § 302. CRS 53: § 123-21-14.
C.R.S. 1963: § 123-21-14.
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22-1-115. School census - school age. A school census is a census embracing all
persons between the ages of five and twenty-one years. School age is any age over five and
under twenty-one years; but any child attaining school age during the school year may be
admitted to school subject to the requirements for admission fixed by the school board of the
district in which he or she applies for enrollment.

Source: G.L. § 2525. G.S. § 3075. R.S. 08: § 6014. C.L. § 8505. CSA: C. 146, § 303.
CRS 53: § 123-21-15. L. 61: p. 682, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-21-15. L. 2005: Entire section
amended, p. 69, § 3, effective March 25.

22-1-116. School children - sight and hearing tests. The sight and hearing of all
children in the kindergarten, first, second, third, fifth, seventh, and ninth grades, or children in
comparable age groups referred for testing, shall be tested during the school year by the teacher,
principal, or other qualified person authorized by the school district. Each school in the district
shall make a record of all sight and hearing tests given during the school year and record the
individual results of each test on each child's records. The parents or guardian shall be informed
when a deficiency is found. The provisions of this section shall not apply to any child whose
parent or guardian objects on religious or personal grounds.

Source: L. 09: p. 490, § 1. C.L. § 8506. CSA: C. 146, § 304. CRS 53: § 123-21-16.
C.R.S. 1963: § 123-21-16. L. 81: Entire section amended, p. 1052, § 1, effective May 18.

22-1-117. Secret fraternities forbidden. It is unlawful for any pupil who is registered in
and attending any high school, district, primary, or graded school which is partially or wholly
maintained by public funds to join or become a member of any secret fraternity, sorority, or
society wholly or partially formed from the membership of pupils attending any such schools or
to belong to or to take part in the organization or formation of any fraternity, sorority, or society,
except such societies or associations as shall be sanctioned by the board of directors of the
school districts wherein such schools are maintained.

Source: L. 13: p. 575, § 1. C.L. § 8509. CSA: C. 146, § 306. CRS 53: § 123-21-18.
C.R.S.1963: § 123-21-18.

22-1-118. School board to enforce. The boards of directors of all school districts shall
enforce the provisions of section 22-1-117, and shall have full power to make, adopt, and modify
all rules and regulations which in their judgment and discretion may be necessary for the proper
governing of such schools and for the enforcing of all the provisions of section 22-1-117.

Source: L. 13: p. 575, § 2. C.L. § 8510. CSA: C. 146, § 307. CRS 53: § 123-21-19.
C.R.S.1963: § 123-21-19.

22-1-119. Students - dispensing of drugs to - liability. Any school employee who

dispenses any drug, as such term is defined in section 12-280-103 (16), to a student in
accordance with written instructions from a parent or legal guardian shall not be liable for
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damages in any civil action or subject to prosecution in any criminal proceedings for an adverse
drug reaction suffered by the student as a result of dispensing such drug.

Source: L. 81: Entire section added, p. 706, § 25, effective July 1. L. 2012: Entire
section amended, (HB 12-1311), ch. 281, p. 1625, § 64, effective July 1. L. 2019: Entire section
amended, (HB 19-1172), ch. 136, p. 1682, § 115, effective October 1.

22-1-119.1. Policy for employee and agent possession and administration of opioid
antagonists - definitions. (1) A school district board of education of a public school, the state
charter school institute for an institute charter school, or the governing board of a nonpublic
school may adopt and implement a policy whereby:

(a) A school under its jurisdiction may acquire and maintain a stock supply of opioid
antagonists on school grounds; on a school bus operated by a district school, a school district, the
charter school institute, an institute charter school, or a nonpublic school; or both. In addition to
acquiring and maintaining a stock supply of opioid antagonists, the school may maintain an
opioid antagonist in an automated external defibrillator or defibrillator cabinet in the school or
on a school bus.

(b) An employee or agent of the school, or an employee or agent of a school district, a
district school, the charter school institute, an institute charter school, or a nonpublic school who
operates or is on a school bus, or both, may administer an opioid antagonist on school grounds or
a school bus to assist an individual whom the employee or agent believes to be suffering from an
opioid-related drug overdose event or is at risk of experiencing an opioid-related drug overdose
event. A school district board of education of a public school, the state charter school institute
for an institute charter school, or the governing board of a nonpublic school that adopts and
implements a policy pursuant to this subsection (1)(b) is encouraged to provide training to its
employees or agents, including risk factors for overdose, recognizing an overdose, calling
emergency medical services, rescue breathing, and administering an opioid antagonist.

(¢) An employee or agent of the school may furnish opioid antagonists on school
grounds or on a school bus to an individual, including a student.

(2) An employee or agent of a school; or an employee or agent of the school district, a
district school, the charter school institute, an institute charter school, or a nonpublic school who
operates or is on a school bus; or both, acting in accordance with a policy adopted pursuant to
this section is not subject to civil liability or criminal prosecution, as specified in sections 13-21-
108.7 (3) and 18-1-712 (2), respectively.

(3) Asused in this section:

(a) "Opioid antagonist" has the same meaning as set forth in section 12-30-110 (7)(d).

(b) "Opioid-related drug overdose event" means an acute condition, including a
decreased level of consciousness or respiratory depression, that:

(I) Results from the consumption or use of a controlled substance or another substance
with which a controlled substance was combined;

(I) A layperson would reasonably believe to be caused by an opioid-related drug
overdose event; and

(IlT) Requires medical assistance.

(4) The general assembly encourages each school district board of education, the charter
school institute, and each governing board of a nonpublic school to adopt and implement a
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policy for an employee or agent of the school to furnish an opioid antagonist on school grounds
or on a school bus to an individual, including a student. In developing the policy, the general
assembly also encourages each school district board of education, the charter school institute,
and each governing board of a nonpublic school to consider parent and student input; include
education and training to parents and students regarding opioid antagonists, non-laboratory
opioid detection tests, or non-laboratory additive detection tests; consider recommendations to
students of a certain age or grade level for whom the policy applies; and collaborate with groups
that have developed opioid education and awareness campaigns to enhance the policy.

(5) A school district, a district school, a district charter school, the state charter school
institute, an institute charter school, or a nonpublic school may seek, accept, and expend gifts,
grants, or donations from private or public sources for the purposes of this section, including
acquiring and maintaining a stock supply of opioid antagonists pursuant to subsection (1)(a) of
this section, providing training to employees or agents to be eligible to administer an opioid
antagonist pursuant to subsection (1)(b) of this section, and providing training to students.

Source: L. 2019: Entire section added, (SB 19-227), ch. 273, p. 2575, § 1, effective May
23. L. 2024: (1), (3)(a), IP(3)(b), and (3)(b)(II) amended, (HB 24-1037), ch. 458, p. 3170, § 19,
effective June 6; (1)(a), (1)(b), and (2) amended and (1)(c) and (4) added, (HB 24-1003), ch.
121, p. 394, § 2, effective August 7. L. 2025: (1) amended, (SB 25-164), ch. 168, p. 681, § 3,
effective August 6; (1)(c) and (4) amended, (SB 25-300), ch. 428, p. 2446, § 20, effective
August 6; (1)(c) and (4) amended and (5) added, (HB 25-1293), ch. 282, p. 1462, § 2, effective
August 6.

Editor's note: (1) Amendments to subsections (1)(a) and (1)(b) by HB 24-1003 and HB
24-1037 were harmonized.

(2) Amendments to subsection (1)(c) by SB 25-164 were superseded by HB 25-1293.

(3) Amendments to subsection (1)(c) by SB 25-300 were harmonized in part with and
superseded in part by HB 25-1293.

(4) Amendments to subsection (4) by SB 25-300 and HB 25-1293 were harmonized.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 24-1003, see section 1 of chapter
121, Session Laws of Colorado 2024.

22-1-119.2. Policy for employee and agent furnishing synthetic opiate detection tests
and non-laboratory additive detection tests - legislative intent - definitions. (1) A school
district board of education of a public school, the state charter school institute for an institute
charter school, or the governing board of a nonpublic school may adopt and implement a policy
whereby a school under its jurisdiction may acquire and maintain a supply of non-laboratory
synthetic opiate detection tests, non-laboratory additive detection tests, or both, and an employee
or agent of the school may furnish non-laboratory synthetic opiate detection tests, non-laboratory
additive detection tests, or both, on school grounds to any individual.

(2) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Non-laboratory additive detection test" means a product that is intended or designed
to detect the presence of an additive to a synthetic opiate or an immediate precursor to a
synthetic opiate.
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(b) "Non-laboratory synthetic opiate detection test" means a product that is intended or
designed to detect the presence of a synthetic opiate.

Source: L. 2022: Entire section added, (HB 22-1326), ch. 225, p. 1645, § 20, effective
July 1. L. 2024: Entire section amended, (HB 24-1003), ch. 121, p. 395, § 3, effective August 7.

Cross references: (1) For the legislative declaration in HB 22-1326 stating the purpose
of, and the provision directing legislative staff agencies to conduct, a post-enactment review
pursuant to § 2-2-1201 scheduled in 2025, see sections 1 and 55 of chapter 225, Session Laws of
Colorado 2022. To obtain a copy of the review, once completed, go to "Legislative Resources
and Requirements" on the Colorado General Assembly's website.

(2) For the legislative declaration in HB 24-1003, see section 1 of chapter 121, Session
Laws of Colorado 2024.

22-1-119.3. Policy for student possession and administration of prescription
medication - rules - definitions. (1) A school district board of education shall adopt and
implement a policy whereby, except as described in subsection (3) of this section, a student
enrolled in a school of the school district may possess and self-administer on school grounds,
upon a school bus, or at any school-sponsored event any medication that is prescribed by a
licensed health-care practitioner to be used by the student and shall adopt and implement a
policy consistent with subsections (3)(c), (3)(d), and (3)(d.5) of this section.

(2) (a) If a school district board of education adopts and implements a policy described
by subsection (1) of this section, a parent or legal guardian of a student who is enrolled in a
school of the school district and for whom medication is prescribed by a licensed health-care
practitioner shall notify the school's administration of the student's medical needs and of the fact
that the student may be in possession of his or her prescribed medications as described in
subsection (1) of this section. The notification, when appropriate, shall include the treatment
plan that has been devised for the student by a licensed health-care practitioner.

(b) If a school's administration receives notice from a student's parent or legal guardian
that the student may be in possession of his or her prescribed medications, the school's
administration shall ensure that such notice is provided to the student's teachers and the school
nurse or other person who is designated to provide health services to students at the school.

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit the ability of a public school to
require a parent or legal guardian of a student who has medication prescribed for a life-
threatening condition to provide to the school a sufficient supply of the medication to be stored
at the school to be administered to the student in the event of a health emergency.

(3) (a) A policy adopted by a school district board of education pursuant to subsection
(1) of this section must include but need not be limited to:

(I) A process by which a school may restrict a student from possessing and self-
administering on school grounds, on a school bus, or at a school-sponsored event a medication
that is prescribed by a licensed health-care practitioner to be used by the student. The process
must require the school administration to make a determination as to whether a student's
possession or self-administration of the medication poses a significant risk of harm to the student
or to other students.
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(I) A requirement that if a student has medication prescribed for a life-threatening
condition, a sufficient supply of the medication is provided to the school by the student's parent
or legal guardian, stored safely at the school, and kept readily available to be administered to the
student in a timely fashion in the event of a health emergency; and

(IT) Processes for the storage, possession, and administration of medical marijuana in a
nonsmokeable form to a student who holds a valid recommendation for medical marijuana upon
the grounds of the preschool or primary or secondary school in which the student is enrolled. For
purposes of this section, a public school shall treat a recommendation for a nonsmokeable form
of medical marijuana from a licensed physician as medication that is prescribed by a licensed
health-care practitioner.

(b) A student who possesses a prescribed medication on school grounds, upon a school
bus, or at a school-sponsored event in accordance with a policy adopted by a school district
pursuant to this section may possess only enough of his or her prescribed medication to render a
sufficient dosage to the student to adequately treat the student's condition for a single day or for
the duration of the event, whichever is appropriate; except that this provision shall not apply to a
student who requires and possesses an insulin pump or other medical device that delivers
dosages of prescribed medication to the student over a period of time that exceeds a single day or
the duration of the event.

(c) A student shall not possess or self-administer medical marijuana on school grounds,
upon a school bus, or at any school-sponsored event, except as provided for in paragraph (d) of
this subsection (3).

(d) () A primary caregiver may possess, and administer to a student who holds a valid
recommendation for medical marijuana, medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form upon the
grounds of the preschool or primary or secondary school in which the student is enrolled, or
upon a school bus or at a school-sponsored event. School personnel may volunteer to possess,
administer, or assist in the administration of medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form to any
student with a valid recommendation for medical marijuana. The primary caregiver or volunteer
shall not administer the nonsmokeable medical marijuana in a manner that creates disruption to
the educational environment or causes exposure to other students.

(ID  Nothing in this section requires the school district staff to administer medical
marijuana.

(IIT) A school district board of education or charter school may adopt policies regarding
who may act as a primary caregiver pursuant to this paragraph (d) and the reasonable parameters
of the administration and use of medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form upon the grounds of
the preschool or primary or secondary school in which the student is enrolled, or upon a school
bus or at a school-sponsored event.

(IV) This subsection (3)(d) does not apply to a school district or charter school if:

(A) The school district or charter school loses or will lose federal funding as a result of
implementing this subsection (3)(d);

(B) The school district or charter school can demonstrate a reasonable, documented
expectation of lost federal funding based on federal guidance or grant requirements directly as a
result of implementing this subsection (3)(d); and

(C) The school district or charter school posts on its website in a conspicuous place a
statement regarding its decision not to comply with this paragraph (d).
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(V) Student possession, use, distribution, or sale or being under the influence of a
cannabinoid product inconsistent with this paragraph (d) is not permitted.

(VI) This paragraph (d) shall be known as "Jack's Law".

(d.5) (D Medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form shall be administered at a school
pursuant to this subsection (3)(d.5) according to a written plan for the administration of medical
marijuana in a nonsmokeable form that is agreed to and signed by the school principal or his or
her designee and a parent or legal guardian that is consistent with the school board's adopted
policy required by subsection (3)(a)(Ill) of this section and the instructions or plan for
administration from one of the student's recommending physicians, including dosing, timing, and
delivery route instruction.

(IT) Prior to the administration of medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form at school,
the student's parent or legal guardian shall complete and submit to the school the documentation
required by rule of the state board of education, including but not limited to:

(A) A written medical marijuana recommendation that includes the signature of one of
the recommending physicians and the purpose, recommended dosage, frequency, and length of
time between dosages of the medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form to be administered; and

(B) A written statement from the student's parent or legal guardian releasing the school,
and employees and volunteers of the school, from liability, except in cases of willful or wanton
conduct or disregard of the criteria of the treatment plan.

(IIT) (A) Subject to the requirements specified in subsections (3)(d.5)(I) and (3)(d.5)(1)
of this section, school personnel may possess, and administer to a student who holds a valid
recommendation for medical marijuana, medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form upon the
grounds of the preschool or primary or secondary school in which the student is enrolled, or
upon a school bus or at a school-sponsored event. The school personnel shall not administer the
nonsmokeable medical marijuana in a manner that creates disruption to the educational
environment or causes exposure to other students. If a student who is subject to the provisions of
this subsection (3)(d.5) takes a school trip outside of the state of Colorado or participates in a
school activity outside of the state of Colorado, the provisions of this subsection (3)(d.5) do not
apply for the time during which the student is engaged in the trip or activity outside of the state
of Colorado.

(B) Nothing in this subsection (3)(d.5) requires any school personnel to administer
medical marijuana.

(C) It is an exception from the state's criminal laws for school personnel to possess and
administer medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form in compliance with this subsection
(3)(d.5) to a student who holds a valid recommendation for medical marijuana, except as
otherwise provided in section 18-18-406.3.

(D) A school district board of education or a school administration shall not discipline or
retaliate against any school personnel who volunteers to possess, administer, or assist in the
administration of medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form pursuant to the instructions or plan
for administration from one of the student's recommending physicians, including dosing, timing,
and delivery route instruction.

(IV) A school may adopt policies regarding the reasonable parameters of the
administration and use of medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form upon the grounds of the
preschool or primary or secondary school in which the student is enrolled, or upon a school bus
or at a school-sponsored event.
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(V) This subsection (3)(d.5) does not apply to a school if:

(A) The school loses or will lose federal funding as a result of implementing this
subsection (3)(d.5);

(B) The school can demonstrate a reasonable, documented expectation of lost federal
funding based on federal guidance or grant requirements directly as a result of implementing this
subsection (3)(d.5); and

(C) The school posts on its website in a conspicuous place a statement regarding its
decision not to comply with this subsection (3)(d.5).

(VI) Student possession, use, distribution, or sale, or a student being under the influence,
of a cannabinoid product inconsistent with this subsection (3)(d.5) is not permitted.

(VII) The student's parent, guardian, or designee shall deliver the student's medical
marijuana in a nonsmokeable form, in a container that contains clearly labeled instructions or the
plan for administration must clearly specify instructions for the dosing, timing, and delivery
route instructions from one of the student's recommending physicians, to the volunteer or school
personnel designated by the school as the person who secures the medical marijuana before the
student attends school for the school day. The volunteer or school personnel shall administer the
medical marijuana pursuant to the instructions or plan for administration from one of the
student's recommending physicians, including dosing, timing, and delivery route instruction. The
volunteer or school personnel who secures the medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form shall
place the medical marijuana in a locked storage container that does not significantly delay access
to or the administration of the medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form in a medical
emergency. The person who secures the medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form may return
any unused medical marijuana to the student's parent, guardian, or designee at the end of each
school day, or, if allowed by the treatment plan, the medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form
may be kept on school grounds overnight in a locked storage container.

(VIII) Neither this section nor any other state or federal law, including without limitation
the "Individuals with Disabilities Education Act", 20 U.S.C. sec. 1400 et seq., as amended, and
section 504 of the "Rehabilitation Act of 1973", 29 U.S.C. sec. 794, as amended, may be used to
require a school or any employee or volunteer thereof to store medical marijuana on the grounds
of a school, school bus, or school-sponsored event or to administer medical marijuana.

(IX) For purposes of this subsection (3)(d.5), "school personnel" means school personnel
designated by agreement between the principal or his or her designee and a parent or legal
guardian, including any school personnel acting as a volunteer pursuant to subsection (3)(d)(I) of
this section.

(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 22-33-106 (1)(d)(II), a school district or
charter school may not discipline a student who holds a valid recommendation for medical
marijuana solely because the student requires medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form as a
reasonable accommodation necessary for the child to attend school.

(f) A school district or charter school may not deny eligibility to attend school to a
student who holds a valid recommendation for medical marijuana solely because the student
requires medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form as a reasonable accommodation necessary
for the child to attend school.

(4) The state board of education may promulgate rules for the implementation of this
section.
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(5) A school district board of education that adopts a policy pursuant to subsection (1) of
this section shall be exempt from rules promulgated by the state board of education pursuant to
the "Colorado Schoolchildren's Asthma, Food Allergy, and Anaphylaxis Health Management
Act", section 22-1-119.5.

(6) For purposes of this section, "medication" and "medical marijuana" do not include a
physical, behavioral, psychological, verbal, or any other nontangible therapy course of treatment.

(7) Nothing in this section requires school personnel to volunteer to possess, administer,
or assist in the administration of medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form to any student with
a valid recommendation for medical marijuana. A school may not require school personnel to
possess, administer, or assist in the administration of medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form
against their will, nor may a school discipline school personnel for refusing to possess,
administer, or assist in the administration of medical marijuana under this section.

(8) This section does not apply to a private or nonpublic school.

(9) A school located on federal land is exempt from the provisions of this section related
to the administration of medical marijuana if the federal government prohibits the administration
of medical marijuana at a school located on federal land.

(10) The department of education shall not subject any person licensed pursuant to
article 60.5 of this title 22 to any disciplinary action related to the possession, administration, or
assistance in the administration of cannabis-based medicine as allowed by this section.

(11) A school, school district, school district director, school or school district employee,
or volunteer acting in good faith in accordance with the provisions of this section is immune
from criminal prosecution and civil suit for such actions.

Source: L. 2011: Entire section added, (SB 11-012), ch. 62, p. 161, § 2, effective March
25. L. 2015: (3)(c) amended, (SB 15-014), ch. 199, p. 688, § 9, effective May 18. L. 2016: (3)(c)
amended and (3)(d), (3)(e), and (3)(f) added, (HB 16-1373), ch. 232, p. 935, § 1, effective June
6. L. 2018: (3)(d.5) added, (HB 18-1286), ch. 365, p. 2187, § 1, effective June 4. L. 2021: (1),
3)@), )@, IPG)DAV), GCHAAVIA), G)DAV)B), (3)(d.5)@), 3)(d.5)I)(B),
3)(d.5)AV), B)A.5)V)(A), 3)(d.5)V)B), (3)(d.5)VID), and (3)(d.5)(IX) amended and
(3)(d.5)(II)(D) and (6) to (11) added, (SB 21-056), ch. 96, p. 382, § 2, effective September 7.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in SB 15-014, see section 1 of chapter
199, Session Laws of Colorado 2015. For the legislative declaration in SB 21-056, see section 1
of chapter 96, Session Laws of Colorado 2021.

22-1-119.5. Asthma, food allergy, and anaphylaxis health management - self-
administered medication - staff-administered medication - rules - definitions. (1) This
section shall be known and may be cited as the "Colorado Schoolchildren's Asthma, Food
Allergy, and Anaphylaxis Health Management Act".

(2) (a) A student with asthma, a food allergy, other severe allergies, or a related, life-
threatening condition may possess and self-administer medication to treat the student's asthma,
food or other allergy, anaphylaxis, or other related, life-threatening condition if the student has a
treatment plan approved pursuant to this subsection (2) or the student's school district board of
education has adopted a policy for student possession and administration of prescription
medication pursuant to section 22-1-119.3.
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(b) A public school shall, and a nonpublic school is encouraged to, approve a treatment
plan for a student enrolled in the school to possess and self-administer medication for asthma, a
food allergy, or anaphylaxis if all of the following conditions are met:

(I) A health-care practitioner has prescribed medication for use by the student during
school hours, at school-sponsored activities, and while in transit to or from school or school-
sponsored activities and has instructed the student in the correct and responsible use of the
medication.

(I)  The student demonstrates to the health-care practitioner or the health-care
practitioner's designee and the school nurse or a school administrator the skill level necessary to
use the medication and any device that is necessary to administer the medication as prescribed.

(I The school nurse or a school administrator collaborates with the student's health-
care practitioner to formulate a written treatment plan for managing asthma, food allergy, or
anaphylaxis episodes of the student and for medication use by the student during school hours, at
school-sponsored activities, and while in transit to or from school or school-sponsored activities.

(IV) The student's parent or legal guardian completes and submits to the public or
nonpublic school the documentation required by rule of the state board of education, including
but not limited to:

(A) A written medical authorization that includes the signature of the health-care
practitioner for the medication prescribed; the name, purpose, prescribed dosage, frequency, and
length of time between dosages of the medications to be self-administered; and confirmation
from the health-care practitioner that the student has been instructed and is capable of self-
administration of the prescribed medications;

(B) A written statement from the student's parent or legal guardian releasing the school,
school district, any associated entity, and employees and volunteers of the school, school district,
and associated entity from liability, except in cases of willful or wanton conduct or disregard of
the criteria of the treatment plan; and

(C) A written contract between the school nurse or a school administrator, the student,
and the student's parent or legal guardian assigning levels of responsibility to the parent or legal
guardian, student, and school employees.

(c) A treatment plan shall be effective only for the school year in which it is approved.
The public school shall approve a new treatment plan for each school year so long as the plan
meets the conditions specified in paragraph (b) of this subsection (2). The parent or legal
guardian shall submit a new treatment plan annually or more often if changes occur to the
student's health or prescribed treatment.

(3) A student with a treatment plan approved pursuant to subsection (2) of this section or
whose school district board of education has adopted a policy for student possession and
administration of prescription medication pursuant to section 22-1-119.3 may possess and self-
administer his or her medication while in school, while at school-sponsored activities, and while
in transit to or from school or school-sponsored activities.

(4) With the approval of the parent or legal guardian of a student with a treatment plan
approved pursuant to subsection (2) of this section, a school may maintain additional asthma,
food or other allergy, or anaphylaxis medication to be kept at the school in a location to which
the student has immediate access in the event of an asthma, food or other allergy, or anaphylaxis
emergency.
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(5) Immediately after using emergency-use epinephrine during school hours, a student
shall report to the school nurse, to the designee of the school nurse, or to some adult at the school
to enable the school nurse, school nurse's designee, or other adult to provide the appropriate
follow-up care, which shall include making a 911 emergency call.

(5.5) (a) As used in this subsection (5.5) and in subsection (6) of this section, unless the
context otherwise requires:

(I) "Administer" or "administration" means to give a dose of medicine to a student who
has asthma or a food or other allergy or who is experiencing anaphylaxis, including the use of
emergency-use epinephrine, an asthma inhaler, or oral medication.

(II) "Designated school personnel" means:

(A) An employee in a school who has been trained on the administration of emergency-
use epinephrine consistent with the rules on administration of emergency-use epinephrine and to
whom a school nurse has delegated the nursing task of administering emergency-use epinephrine
to students; or

(B) An employee in a school who has been trained on the administration of emergency-
use epinephrine consistent with the rules on administration of emergency-use epinephrine and to
whom a school nurse has delegated the nursing task of administering emergency-use epinephrine
to students or who has been trained by a medical professional licensed under article 240 of title
12 or part 1 of article 255 of title 12 and to whom the licensee has delegated the administration
of emergency-use epinephrine under the authority of that person's license.

(IT) "Governing authority of a school" means a school district board of education of a
public school, the state charter school institute for an institute charter school, or the governing
board of a nonpublic school.

(IV) "Prescription" means any order issued in writing, dated and signed by a physician
licensed pursuant to article 240 of title 12, a physician assistant licensed in accordance with
section 12-240-113, or an advanced practice registered nurse with prescriptive authority in
accordance with section 12-255-112.

(V) "School" means any public or nonpublic school.

(b) A governing authority of a school may adopt and implement a policy whereby
schools under its jurisdiction may acquire and maintain a stock supply of emergency-use
epinephrine.

(c) A governing authority of a school may adopt a policy for schools within its
jurisdiction to authorize the school nurse or other designated school personnel to administer
emergency-use epinephrine to any student that the school nurse or designated school personnel
in good faith believes is experiencing anaphylaxis, in accordance with standing orders and
protocols from a licensed physician, physician assistant, or advanced practice registered nurse
with prescriptive authority, regardless of whether the student has a prescription for emergency-
use epinephrine.

(d) A governing authority of a school may enter into arrangements with manufacturers
of emergency-use epinephrine or third-party suppliers of emergency-use epinephrine to obtain
emergency-use epinephrine at fair-market or reduced prices or for free.

() The governing authority of a public school that decides to maintain a supply of
emergency-use epinephrine as described in this subsection (5.5) shall:
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(I) Implement a plan based on the rules developed pursuant to subsection (8) of this
section for the management of students with life-threatening allergies enrolled in schools under
its jurisdiction; and

(I) Make such plan available on such governing authority's website or the website of
each school under the governing authority's jurisdiction, or if such websites do not exist, make
such plan available to parents and other interested persons through other practical means as
determined by such governing authority.

(f) To qualify for the protections in subsection (6) of this section, the governing
authority of a nonpublic school that decides to maintain a supply of emergency-use epinephrine
as described in this subsection (5.5) must implement a plan based on the rules adopted by the
state board of education as described in subsection (8) of this section.

(g) The department of education shall develop and publish an annual report compiling,
summarizing, and analyzing all incident reports submitted to the department pursuant to
paragraph (e) of subsection (8) of this section.

(6) Unless the damages were caused by willful or wanton conduct or disregard of the
criteria of an approved treatment plan, if the provisions of this section are met, a school, school
district, school district director, or school or school district employee not otherwise provided for
under section 13-21-108 shall not be liable in a suit for damages as a result of an act or omission
related to:

(a) A student's own use of the student's emergency-use epinephrine or any other
medication contained in an approved treatment plan; or

(b) The good faith administration of emergency-use epinephrine in accordance with a
policy and standing orders and protocols on the administration of emergency-use epinephrine as
described in subsection (5.5)(c) of this section and pursuant to a plan adopted pursuant to
subsection (5.5)(e) or (5.5)(f) of this section.

(7) Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to create a cause of action or increase or
diminish the liability of any person.

(8) The state board of education, with assistance from the department of public health
and environment, shall promulgate and revise, as necessary, rules for treatment plans for the
management of students with life-threatening allergies pursuant to this section. The state board
of education shall adopt rules on or before December 31, 2013, to include but not be limited to:

(a) Education and training for school nurses and designated school personnel on the
management of students with life-threatening allergies, including training related to the
administration of emergency-use epinephrine. In developing the rules on education and training,
the state board shall solicit input from an organization that represents school nurses.

(b) Procedures for responding to life-threatening allergic reactions;

(c) A process for the development of individualized health-care and allergy action plans
for every student with a known life-threatening allergy, including the self-administration of
medications pursuant to subsection (2) of this section;

(d) Protocols to prevent exposure to allergens;

(e) Requirements for each school to submit, on a form developed by the department of
education, a report of each incident at the school or a related-school event involving a severe
allergic reaction or the administration of emergency-use epinephrine or both;

(f) Requirements for school nurses in schools that have adopted a policy allowing for the
administration of emergency-use epinephrine pursuant to subsection (5.5) of this section to
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report to the department of education whether the school nurse has trained and designated any
school personnel to administer emergency-use epinephrine and, if so, the number of employees
in the school or school district that have been trained and designated to administer emergency-
use epinephrine;

(g) Detailed standards for training programs that must be completed by school nurses
and designated school personnel in order to administer emergency-use epinephrine in accordance
with subsection (5.5) of this section. Training may be conducted online and, at a minimum, shall
cover:

(I) Techniques on how to recognize symptoms of severe allergic reactions, including
anaphylaxis;

(I) Standards and procedures for the storage and administration of emergency-use
epinephrine; and

(IT) Emergency follow-up procedures after administering emergency-use epinephrine.

(9) The department of public health and environment is authorized to audit school
records for the determination of asthma and severe allergy rates within the schools and to
determine the proportion of those students with asthma and severe allergies in the schools that
have treatment plans allowing for self-administration of asthma and severe allergy medications.
The audit shall define the extent of asthma and severe allergies among students and determine
the effect of this section on the well-being of children with asthma and severe allergies in
schools. The audit shall be conducted in conformance with the requirements of the "Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974", 20 U.S.C. sec. 1232g.

(10) As used in this section, "emergency-use epinephrine" means a portable, disposable
drug delivery device or product approved by the federal food and drug administration that
contains a premeasured, single dose of epinephrine that is used to treat anaphylaxis in an
emergency situation.

Source: L. 2005: Entire section added, p. 257, § 2, effective April 14. L. 2009: (1),
(2)(a), (2)(b), and (4) amended, (SB 09-226), ch. 245, p. 1106, § 7, effective August 5. L. 2011:
(2)(a) and (3) amended, (SB 11-012), ch. 62, p. 161, § 1, effective March 25. L. 2013: (5.5)
added and (6) and (8) amended, (HB 13-1171), ch. 348, p. 2022, § 1, effective May 28. L. 2019:
(5.5)(a)(IN)(B) and (5.5)(a)(IV) amended, (HB 19-1172), ch. 136, p. 1682, § 116, effective
October 1. L. 2020: (5.5)(a)(I)(B) amended, (HB 20-1183), ch. 157, p. 700, § 52, effective July
1. L. 2025: (5), (5.5)(a)(D), (5.5)(a)(ID), (5.5)(b), (5.5)(c), (5.5)(d), IP(5.5)(e), (5.5)(), (6), (8)(a),
(8)(e), (8)(f), IP(8)(g), (8)(g)(II), and (8)(g)(IIl) amended and (10) added, (SB 25-278), ch. 295,
p. 1506, § 1, effective May 30.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration contained in the 2005 act enacting this
section, see section 1 of chapter 71, Session Laws of Colorado 2005. For the legislative
declaration contained in the 2009 act amending subsections (1), (2)(a), (2)(b), and (4), see
section 1 of chapter 245, Session Laws of Colorado 2009.

22-1-119.7. Student possession and administration of opiate antagonists and
possession of non-laboratory detection tests. (1) A school district or the state charter school
institute shall not prohibit a student of the school district or institute charter school from or
discipline a student of the school district or institute charter school for possessing or
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administering an opiate antagonist on school grounds, on a school bus, or at any school-
sponsored event.

(2) A school, school district, or the state charter school institute shall not prohibit a
student of the school district or institute charter school from possessing a non-laboratory
synthetic opiate detection test, as defined in section 22-1-119.2 (2)(b), or non-laboratory additive
detection test, as defined in section 22-1-119.2 (2)(a), on school grounds, on a school bus, or at
any school-sponsored event.

(3) A student is not subject to civil liability or criminal prosecution if the student acts as
specified in section 13-21-108.7, 13-21-108.8, or 18-1-712.

Source: L. 2024: Entire section added, (HB 24-1003), ch. 121, p. 396, § 4, effective
August 7. L. 2025: (2) amended, (SB 25-300), ch. 428, p. 2447, § 21, effective August 6.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 24-1003, see section 1 of chapter
121, Session Laws of Colorado 2024.

22-1-120. Rights of free expression for public school students. (1) The general
assembly declares that students of the public schools have the right to exercise freedom of
speech and of the press, and no expression contained in a student publication, whether printed,
broadcast, or online, and whether or not such publication is school-sponsored, is subject to prior
restraint except for the types of expression described in subsection (3) of this section. An advisor
may encourage expression consistent with high standards of English and journalism.

(2) If a publication written substantially by students is made generally available
throughout a public school, it shall be a public forum for students of such school.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to authorize the publication or distribution
in any media by students of the following:

(a) Expression that is obscene;

(b) Expression that is libelous, slanderous, or defamatory under state law;

(c) Expression that is false as to any person who is not a public figure or involved in a
matter of public concern; or

(d) Expression that creates a clear and present danger of the commission of unlawful
acts, the violation of lawful school regulations, or the material and substantial disruption of the
orderly operation of the school or that violates the rights of others to privacy or that threatens
violence to property or persons.

(4) The board of education of each school district shall adopt a written publications
code, which shall be consistent with the terms of this section, and shall include reasonable
provisions for the time, place, and manner of conducting free expression within the school
district's jurisdiction. The publications code shall be distributed, posted, or otherwise made
available to all students and teachers at the beginning of each school year.

(5) (a) Student editors of school-sponsored student publications shall be responsible for
determining the news, opinion, and advertising content of their publications subject to the
limitations of this section. It shall be the responsibility of the publications advisor of school-
sponsored student publications within each school to supervise the production of such
publications and to teach and encourage free and responsible expression and professional
standards for English and journalism.
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(b) For the purposes of this section, "publications advisor" means a person whose duties
include the supervision of school-sponsored student publications.

(6) If participation in a school-sponsored publication is part of a school class or activity
for which grades or school credits are given, the provisions of this section shall not be
interpreted to interfere with the authority of the publications advisor for such school-sponsored
publication to establish or limit writing assignments for the students working with the
publication and to otherwise direct and control the learning experience that the publication is
intended to provide.

(7) No expression made by students in the exercise of freedom of speech or freedom of
the press shall be deemed to be an expression of school policy, and no school district or
employee, or parent, or legal guardian, or official of such school district shall be held liable in
any civil or criminal action for any expression made or published by students.

(8) Nothing in this section limits the promulgation or enforcement of lawful school
regulations designed to control gangs. For the purposes of this section, "gang" has the same
meaning as set forth in section 19-2.5-102.

(9) A public school employee must not be dismissed, suspended, disciplined, reassigned,
transferred, or otherwise retaliated against solely for acting to protect a student engaged in the
conduct authorized pursuant to this section or for refusing to infringe upon conduct that is
protected by this section or the first amendment to the United States constitution.

Source: L. 90: Entire section added, p. 1042, § 1, effective June 7. L. 98: (8) amended,
p. 823, § 30, effective August 5. L. 2000: (3) amended, p. 1971, § 13, effective June 2. L. 2006:
(4) amended, p. 595, § 3, effective August 7. L. 2020: (1) amended and (9) added, (HB 20-
1062), ch. 79, p. 321, § 1, effective September 14. L. 2021: (8) amended, (SB 21-059), ch. 136,
p. 738, § 94, effective October 1.

22-1-121. Nonpublic schools - employment of personnel - notification by
department of education. (1) Prior to the employment of any person by a nonpublic school in
this state, the governing board of such school may make an inquiry concerning such person to
the department of education for the purpose of determining:

(a) Whether such person has been convicted of, has pled nolo contendere to, or has
received a deferred sentence or deferred prosecution for:

(I) A felony; or

(I) A misdemeanor crime involving unlawful sexual behavior or unlawful behavior
involving children;

(b) Whether such person has been dismissed by, or has resigned from, a school district
as a result of an allegation of unlawful behavior involving a child, including unlawful sexual
behavior, which was supported by a preponderance of the evidence according to information
provided to the department by a school district pursuant to section 22-32-109.7 and confirmed by
the department pursuant to the provisions of section 22-2-119 (1)(b);

(c) If a holder of a license or authorization pursuant to the provisions of article 60.5 of
this title, whether such person's certificate, letter of authorization, authorization, or license has
ever been annulled, suspended, or revoked pursuant to the provisions of section 22-60-110 (2)(b)
as said section existed prior to July 1, 1999, or pursuant to article 60.5 of this title following a
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conviction, a plea of nolo contendere, or a deferred sentence for a crime involving unlawful
sexual behavior or unlawful behavior involving children.

(1.5) During the time that a person is employed by a nonpublic school in this state, the
governing board of such school may make an inquiry concerning such person to the department
of education for the purposes described in subsection (1) of this section.

(1.7) (a) To facilitate the inquiry permitted by subsection (1) or (1.5) of this section, the
governing board of a participating nonpublic school shall require an applicant or employee to
submit to the governing board of the school a complete set of his or her fingerprints taken by a
qualified law enforcement agency, an authorized employee, or any third party approved by the
Colorado bureau of investigation. At the request of a nonpublic school, a law enforcement
agency that has fingerprinting equipment that meets the federal bureau of investigation image
quality standards shall take the fingerprints of an applicant or employee pursuant to this section
if an approved third-party vendor is not operating within twenty miles of the nonpublic school
within the law enforcement agency's jurisdiction. A school employee may use any fingerprinting
equipment that meets the federal bureau of investigation image quality standards. If an approved
third party takes the person's fingerprints, the fingerprints may be electronically captured using
Colorado bureau of investigation-approved livescan equipment. Third-party vendors shall not
keep the applicant's or employee's information for more than thirty days unless requested to do
so by the applicant or employee. The governing board shall forward the set of fingerprints
together with a check to cover the direct and indirect costs of conducting a fingerprint-based
criminal history record check of the applicant or employee to the Colorado bureau of
investigation for the purpose of conducting a state and national fingerprint-based criminal
history record check utilizing records of the Colorado bureau of investigation and the federal
bureau of investigation. The department is the authorized agency to receive and disseminate
information regarding the result of any national criminal history record check. Any such national
check must be handled in accordance with Pub.L. 92-544, as amended. The department shall
notify the governing board whether a fingerprint-based criminal history record check has
identified any conviction, plea of nolo contendere, deferred sentence, or deferred prosecution
described in subsection (1) of this section.

(a.5) When the results of a fingerprint-based criminal history record check of an
applicant or employee performed pursuant to this section reveal a record of arrest without a
disposition, the governing board shall require that applicant or employee to submit to a name-
based judicial record check, as defined in section 22-2-119.3 (6)(d).

(b) All costs arising from a fingerprint-based criminal history record check performed by
the Colorado bureau of investigation and the federal bureau of investigation pursuant to this
section or a name-based judicial record check performed pursuant to this section must be borne
by the nonpublic school. The costs may be passed on to the employee or the prospective
employee.

(c) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2006, p. 926, § 6, effective July 1, 2006.)

(2) Any information received by the governing board of a nonpublic school pursuant to
subsection (1) of this section shall be confidential information and not subject to the provisions
of part 2 of article 72 of title 24, C.R.S. Any person who releases information obtained pursuant
to the provisions of said subsection (1) or who makes an unauthorized request for information
from the department shall be subject to the penalties set forth in section 24-72-206, C.R.S.;
except that any person who releases information received from the department of education
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concerning information contained in the records and reports of child abuse or neglect maintained
by the state department of human services shall be deemed to have violated section 19-1-307 (4),
C.R.S.

Source: L. 93: Entire section added, p. 611, § 2, effective April 30; (1)(b) amended, p.
634, § 3, effective July 1. L. 99: (1)(a) amended and (1.5) and (1.7) added, p. 1101, § 2, effective
July 1. L. 2000: (1)(c) amended, p. 1848, § 38, effective August 2. L. 2002: (1.7) amended, p.
974, § 8, effective June 1. L. 2003: (2) amended, p. 1408, § 14, effective January 1, 2004. L.
2006: (1.7)(a) and (1.7)(c) amended, p. 926, § 6, effective July 1. L. 2017: (1.7)(a) amended,
(SB 17-189), ch. 149, p. 501, § 8, effective August 9. L. 2019: (1.7)(a) amended, (HB 19-1186),
ch. 94, p. 344, § 2, effective April 10; (1.7)(a.5) added and (1.7)(b) amended, (HB 19-1166), ch.
125, p. 545, § 21, effective April 18. L. 2022: (1.7)(a.5) and (1.7)(b) amended, (HB 22-1270),
ch. 114, p. 519, § 22, effective April 21.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration contained in the 2003 act amending
subsection (2), see section 1 of chapter 196, Session Laws of Colorado 2003. For the legislative
declaration in HB SB 19-1186, see section 1 of chapter 94, Session Laws of Colorado 2019.

22-1-122. Transportation token program - legislative declaration - eligibility - fund.
(1) (a) It is the intent of the general assembly in enacting this section to improve opportunities
for students to gain the knowledge and skills necessary for a successful experience in
postsecondary education or as members of the work force. The general assembly finds that a
student should not be compelled by the lack of transportation to remain in a school that is
required to implement a priority improvement or turnaround plan pursuant to section 22-11-405
or 22-11-406, respectively, or is subject to restructuring pursuant to section 22-11-210. It is
therefore in the best interests of the citizens of the state to make transportation tokens available
to eligible students to enable them to attend a public school that is not required to implement a
priority improvement or turnaround plan pursuant to section 22-11-405 or 22-11-406,
respectively, and that the school district has identified as an available choice.

(b) It is further the intent of the general assembly that the department of education
pursue all other sources of moneys for the transportation token program created in this section,
including but not limited to federal grants.

(2) Asused in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Department" means the department of education created and existing pursuant to
section 24-1-115, C.R.S.

(b) "Eligible student" means a student:

(I) Who is enrolled in a public school in any of the first through eighth grades;

(I) Who is eligible for free or reduced-cost lunch pursuant to the "Richard B. Russell
National School Lunch Act", 42 U.S.C. sec. 1751 et seq.;

(IIT) (A) Who is enrolled in a neighborhood school that is required to implement a
priority improvement or turnaround plan pursuant to section 22-11-405 or 22-11-406,
respectively, or is subject to restructuring pursuant to section 22-11-210; or

(B) Who has been in attendance elsewhere in the public school system or who is entering
first grade and whose parent or legal guardian has been notified that the student has been
assigned to a school that is required to implement a priority improvement or turnaround plan
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pursuant to section 22-11-405 or 22-11-406, respectively, or is subject to restructuring pursuant
to section 22-11-210; and

(IV) Who, while enrolled in the neighborhood school that is required to implement a
priority improvement or turnaround plan pursuant to section 22-11-405 or 22-11-406,
respectively, or is subject to restructuring pursuant to section 22-11-210, met the attendance
policies of the school district of the neighborhood school, adopted pursuant to section 22-33-104
(4).

(c¢) "Neighborhood school" means a public school to which the school district provides
transportation for the student or which is located so close to the residence of the student that the
school district does not provide transportation for the student.

(c.5) "Pupil enrollment count day" has the same meaning as set forth in section 22-54-
103 (10.5).

(d) "State board" means the state board of education created and existing pursuant to
section 1 of article IX of the state constitution.

(3) (a) There is hereby created in the department the transportation token program,
referred to in this section as the "program", to assist a parent or legal guardian of an eligible
student in transporting the student to a public school, other than a neighborhood public school,
which other school is not required to implement a priority improvement or turnaround plan
pursuant to section 22-11-405 or 22-11-406, respectively, and which other school has been
identified by the school district as an available choice. Pursuant to rules adopted by the state
board, the parent or legal guardian of an eligible student may apply to the program to receive a
transportation token for use in transporting the student to the nearest of said public schools that
is not a neighborhood school.

(b) An eligible student shall continue receiving transportation tokens pursuant to this
section so long as he or she continues to meet the requirements specified for an eligible student
in paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of this section; except that, after the first year in which an
eligible student receives transportation tokens, the requirement specified in subparagraph (III) of
paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of this section shall no longer apply. An eligible student shall no
longer receive transportation tokens pursuant to this section if he or she moves to another
residence, the neighborhood school for which was required to implement a performance or
improvement plan pursuant to section 22-11-403 or 22-11-404, respectively, during the school
year preceding the year in which the student initially enrolls; except that the eligible student may
receive transportation tokens in school years following initial enrollment in the new
neighborhood school if he or she again meets the requirements specified for an eligible student
in paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of this section.

(4) The state board shall determine a monetary value for the transportation token issued
at each public school that is required to implement a priority improvement or turnaround plan
pursuant to section 22-11-405 or 22-11-406, respectively, or is subject to restructuring pursuant
to section 22-11-210. The monetary value may cover a portion of the transportation costs. The
transportation token may take the form of, but is not limited to, subsidized tokens, passes, or
fares for buses, taxis, or other forms of transportation approved by the state board. In
determining the value of a transportation token, the state board shall take into account the
various transportation options available to the eligible student and the distance to be traveled by
the eligible student to attend a public school outside of the student's neighborhood. The

Colorado Revised Statutes 2025 Page 28 of 1467 Uncertified Printout



transportation token used by an eligible student shall be redeemable by a transportation provider
through the department.

(5) The state board shall adopt rules governing the program, including but not limited to:

(a) A procedure for parents and legal guardians of eligible students to apply to the
department for transportation tokens;

(b) A procedure to establish the value of the transportation tokens issued at each public
school; and

(c) A procedure for transportation providers to receive reimbursement for transportation
tokens received in providing transportation to eligible students.

(6) (a) The department shall ensure that for each eligible student the school district of the
neighborhood school shall:

(I) Timely notify the eligible student's parent or legal guardian of all options available
pursuant to this section as soon as the neighborhood school is required to implement a priority
improvement or turnaround plan pursuant to section 22-11-405 or 22-11-406, respectively, or is
subject to restructuring pursuant to section 22-11-210; and

(I) Offer each eligible student's parent or legal guardian an opportunity to enroll the
student in another public school within the district that is not required to implement a priority
improvement or turnaround plan pursuant to section 22-11-405 or 22-11-406, respectively, and
that the school district has identified as an available choice.

(b) If an eligible student is enrolled before the pupil enrollment count day, the parent or
legal guardian of an eligible student may choose to enroll the eligible student in and transport the
eligible student to a public school in another school district that has available space. The school
district shall enroll the eligible student and include the eligible student in the district's pupil
enrollment for purposes of the "Public School Finance Act of 2025".

(c) The public school in which an eligible student enrolls shall certify to the state board
the attendance of the eligible student.

(7) There is hereby created in the state treasury the transportation token fund, referred to
in this subsection (7) as the "fund". The fund shall consist of all moneys appropriated to the fund
by the general assembly and all other gifts, grants, donations, and other moneys obtained by the
department to provide transportation assistance to parents and legal guardians of eligible
students. Moneys in the fund shall be annually appropriated by the general assembly to the
department to provide transportation assistance to parents and legal guardians of eligible
students pursuant to this section. At the end of any fiscal year, all unexpended and
unencumbered moneys in the fund shall remain in the fund and shall not be credited or
transferred to the general fund. However, in accordance with section 24-36-114, C.R.S., any
interest derived from the deposit and investment of moneys in the fund shall be credited to the
general fund.

Source: L. 2000: Entire section added, p. 357, § 9, effective April 10. L. 2001: (1)(a),
(2)(b)dID), (2)(b)(IV), (3)(b), (4), and (6)(a)(I) amended, p. 1490, § 12, effective June 8. L.
2009: (1)(a), (2)(b)ID), (2)(b)(IV), (3), (4), and (6)(a) amended, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1526,
§ 6, effective May 21. L. 2012: (2)(c.5) added and (6)(b) amended, (HB 12-1090), ch. 44, p.
149, § 1, effective March 22. L. 2024: (6)(b) amended, (HB 24-1448), ch. 236, p. 1526, § 27,
effective May 23.
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Cross references: For the "Public School Finance Act of 1994", see article 54 of this
title.

22-1-123. Protection of student data - parental or legal guardian consent for
surveys. (1) As used in this section, "education records" and "directory information" shall have
the same meanings as those terms are defined in the federal "Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act of 1974", as amended, 20 U.S.C. sec. 1232g and "education records" shall include
an individualized education program.

(2) A school district shall comply with the provisions of 20 U.S.C. sec. 1232g (a) and 34
CFR 99 if a parent or legal guardian of a student either requests the education records of the
student or requests an amendment or other change to the education records after reviewing them.

(3) A school district shall not release the education records of a student to any person,
agency, or organization without the prior written consent of the parent or legal guardian of the
student except as otherwise permitted in 20 U.S.C. sec. 1232g (b).

(4) A school district shall not release directory information to any person, agency, or
organization without first complying with the provisions of 20 U.S.C. sec. 1232¢g (a)(5)(B)
related to allowing a parent or legal guardian to prohibit such release without prior consent.

(5) (a) A school district shall comply with 20 U.S.C. sec. 1232h. A school or school
district employee who requires participation in a survey, assessment, analysis, or evaluation in a
public school's curriculum or other official school activity shall obtain the written consent of a
student's parent or legal guardian before giving the student any survey, assessment, analysis, or
evaluation intended to reveal information, whether the information is personally identifiable or
not, concerning the student or the student's parent's or legal guardian's:

(D) Political affiliations;

(IT) Mental and psychological conditions potentially embarrassing to the student or the
student's family;

(II) Sexual behavior and attitudes;

(IV) Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior;

(V) Ciritical appraisals of individuals with whom a student has close family relationships;

(VD) Legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those of lawyers,
physicians, and members of the clergy;

(VII) Income, except as required by law;

(VIII) Social security number; or

(IX) Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs.

(b) The requirement of written consent pursuant to this subsection (5) applies throughout
a public school's curriculum and other school activities; except that the requirement of written
consent does not apply to a student's participation in an assessment administered pursuant to part
10 of article 7 of this title. In implementing this subsection (5), the school or school district and
employees shall ensure that their first responsibility is to students and their parents and shall
allow only minimal use of students' academic time by institutions, agencies, or organizations
outside the school or school district to gather information from students.

(c) Written consent pursuant to this subsection (5) is valid only if the school district has
given a parent or legal guardian written notice of the survey, assessment, analysis, or evaluation,
has made a copy of the document available for viewing at convenient locations and times, and
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has given the parent or legal guardian at least two weeks, after receipt of the written notice, to
obtain written information concerning:

(I) Records or information that may be examined and requested in the survey, analysis,
or evaluation,;

(I) The means by which the records or information shall be examined reviewed, or
disseminated;

(IIT) The means by which the information is to be obtained;

(IV) The purposes for which the records or information is needed;

(V) The entities or persons, regardless of affiliation, who will have access to the
information; and

(VI) A method by which a parent or legal guardian of a student can grant or deny
permission to access or examine the records or information.

(d) Nothing in this subsection (5) shall be construed to prevent a public school employee
from reporting known or suspected child abuse or neglect pursuant to section 19-3-304, C.R.S.

(e) Nothing in this subsection (5) shall be construed to prevent a student who is working
under the supervision of a journalism teacher or sponsor from preparing or participating in a
survey, analysis, or evaluation without obtaining the written consent of such student's parent or
legal guardian as long as such participation without parental consent is not otherwise prohibited
by federal law.

(f) Nothing in this subsection (5) shall be construed to limit the ability of a health
professional who is acting as an agent of the school district from evaluating an individual child.

(g) Nothing in this subsection (5) limits the ability of a school district to administer a
suicide assessment or threat assessment.

(6) If a school district sends a form to a parent or legal guardian requesting written
consent for the school district to release personally identifiable information concerning that
parent's or legal guardian's child in education records other than directory information, such
consent shall be valid under this section only if the form contains notice to the parent or legal
guardian regarding:

(a) The specific records to be released;

(b) The specific reasons for such release;

(c) The specific identity of any person, agency, or organization requesting such
information and the intended uses of the information;

(d) The method or manner by which the records will be released; and

(e) The right to review or to receive a copy of the relevant records to be released.

(7) (a) Consent for release of information pursuant to this section shall be valid only for
the specific instance for which it was given.

(b) A general consent for a student to participate in any course or part of a course, in a
school activity, in any special education program, or in any other school program does not
constitute written consent pursuant to this section.

(c) Consent forms obtained pursuant to this section shall be retained by the school
district.

(8) Any right accorded to a parent or legal guardian pursuant to this section shall transfer
to the relevant student when that student attains the age of eighteen years.
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(9) A school district shall, at the beginning of each academic year, provide to a parent or
legal guardian of each student in the school district written notice of the rights contained in this
section.

(10) The provisions of this section shall apply to any public school in the state,
regardless of whether the public school receives any federal funds.

(11) The state board of education shall adopt such rules as may be necessary to
implement this section.

(12) If an individual licensed, certified, endorsed, or authorized by the state board is
found by the state board to have knowingly and intentionally violated the provisions of this
section, the department of education may suspend or revoke such individual's license, master
certificate, endorsement, or authorization for a period not less than ninety days.

(13) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent a school or a school district
from releasing education records to the extent authorized by 20 U.S.C. sec. 1232¢g (b) and any
other applicable federal law.

Source: L. 2000: Entire section added, p. 1096, § 1, effective August 2. L. 2003: (1)
amended, p. 1806, § 1, effective August 6. L. 2004: (12) amended, p. 1283, § 11, effective May
28. L. 2012: (5)(a), (5)(b), and (5)(c) amended and (5)(g) added, (SB 12-036), ch. 273, p. 1443,
§ 1, effective August 8. L. 2015: (5)(b) amended, (HB 15-1323), ch. 204, p. 719, § 18, effective
May 20.

22-1-124. Sex offender information. At the beginning of each school year, each public
school in the state shall provide to the parents of children attending the school a statement
identifying where and the procedures by which members of the community may obtain the law
enforcement agency information collected pursuant to section 16-22-110 (6), C.R.S., concerning
registered sex offenders. In addition, a school may post the statement on a website.

Source: L. 2003: Entire section added, p. 632, § 1, effective March 18.
22-1-125. Automated external defibrillators in public schools. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2005: Entire section added, p. 383, § 1, effective August 8. L. 2008: (5)
amended, p. 804, § 5, effective May 14. L. 2009: (5) amended, (SB 09-010), ch. 52, p. 187, § 2,
effective March 25. L. 2019: Entire section repealed, (HB 19-1183), ch. 251, p. 2431, § 3,
effective August 2.

22-1-125.5. Requirement for certification of public school athletic coaches in
cardiopulmonary resuscitation - use of automated external defibrillators - definitions. (1)
As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Currently certified in CPR" means that the person has completed training in
cardiopulmonary resuscitation from a nationally recognized evidence-based certification
program within the preceding two years.

(b) "Local education provider" means a school district, a charter school authorized by a
school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of this title, a charter school authorized by the
state charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title, or a board of
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cooperative services created and operating pursuant to article 5 of this title that operates one or
more public schools.

(c) "State board of education" means the state board of education created and existing
pursuant to section 1 of article IX of the state constitution.

(2) No later than January 1, 2015, coaches of athletic programs employed by local
education providers must be currently certified in CPR and must have received instruction in the
effective use of an automated external defibrillator. The state board shall promulgate rules
concerning the coaching staff positions that are included in this requirement.

(3) Nothing in this section abrogates or limits:

(a) The protections applicable to:

(I) Any person or entity that renders emergency assistance through the use of an
automated external defibrillator pursuant to section 13-21-108.1 and article 53 of title 25; or

(I) Volunteers and board members pursuant to sections 13-21-115.7 and 13-21-116,
CR.S.; or

(b) The limits or protections applicable to public entities and public employees pursuant
to the "Colorado Governmental Immunity Act", article 10 of title 24, C.R.S.

Source: L. 2014: Entire section added, (HB 14-1276), ch. 215, p. 807, § 3, effective
August 6. L. 2019: (3)(a)(I) amended, (HB 19-1183), ch. 251, p. 2430, § 2, effective August 2.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 14-1276, see section 1 of chapter
215, Session Laws of Colorado 2014.

22-1-126. Safe2tell program. As described in section 24-31-606, C.R.S., there is
established the safe2tell program with the primary purpose of providing students and the
community with the means to relay information anonymously concerning unsafe, potentially
harmful, dangerous, violent, or criminal activities, or the threat of these activities, to appropriate
law enforcement and public safety agencies and school officials.

Source: L. 2007: Entire section added, p. 685, § 2, effective May 3. L. 2012: Entire
section amended, (SB 12-079), ch. 58, p. 213, § 5, effective March 24. L. 2014: Entire section
amended, (SB 14-002), ch. 241, p. 892, § 3, effective August 6.

22-1-127. Incentives for school enrollment or attendance - prohibited - exceptions -
definitions. (1) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Item of value" means an item, cash, or an instrument or device that can be used to
obtain cash, credit, property, services, or any other thing of value, which item, cash, or
instrument or device exceeds twenty dollars in value.

(b) "Local education provider" means:

(I) A school district, other than a local college district, organized and existing pursuant
to law;

(I) A board of cooperative services created and operating pursuant to article 5 of this
title that operates one or more public schools;

(IIT) A public school of a school district, including but not limited to a charter school
authorized by a school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of this title;
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(IV) An institute charter school authorized by the state charter school institute pursuant
to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title; and

(V) The state charter school institute established in section 22-30.5-503.

(c) "Parent" means the biological or adoptive mother or father or stepmother or
stepfather of a child or any other person having legal or physical custody of a child.

(2) A local education provider shall not offer or provide to a school-aged child or the
child's parent an item of value prior to, upon, or after enrolling in or attending an educational
program operated by the local education provider unless:

(@) The local education provider makes the item of value available to the child
continuously or at regular intervals throughout the school year and ceases providing the item of
value if the child leaves the education program prior to the end of the school year;

(b) The local education provider awards the item of value at the end of the school year or
upon matriculation in recognition of student performance; or

(c) The local education provider pays the item of value to the school-aged child or to his
or her parent in exchange for services rendered by the child or by the child's parent at the request
of the local education provider. For purposes of this paragraph (c), "services rendered" does not
include school attendance or enrollment.

Source: L. 2009: Entire section added, (HB 09-1125), ch. 113, p. 477, § 1, effective
April 16.

22-1-128. Comprehensive human sexuality education - legislative declaration -
definitions - guidelines and content standards. (1) (a) The general assembly hereby finds and
declares that:

(I) Colorado youth have a right to receive medically and scientifically accurate
information to empower them to make informed decisions that promote their individual physical
and mental health and well-being;

(II) This right applies to all youth, regardless of geographic location, ethnic or racial
background, family income, physical or intellectual ability, sexual orientation, or gender
expression;

(Il) Parents, caregivers, community organizations, and other trusted adults serve as an
essential part of the education process and may rely on health, education, and other professionals
to provide evidence-based information that empowers youth to make decisions that are
consistent with their own values and life goals;

(IV) The information, education, and skills that Colorado youth receive during their
formative years provide the foundation for responsible decision-making about personal
behaviors and important life decisions throughout the rest of their lives;

(V) It is important for youth to understand the consequences of the inconsistent or
improper use of sexual abstinence, birth control, or condoms. All comprehensive human
sexuality education must stress the importance of the correct and consistent use of sexual
abstinence, birth control, and condoms to prevent pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections;

(VD) The decisions an individual makes regarding his or her sexual and reproductive
health impact the public health and welfare of the community in which the individual lives;

(VII) When compared to the national average, Colorado has a lower rate of teen births
and a lower rate of certain sexually transmitted infections, according to the centers for disease
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control and prevention and the Colorado department of public health and environment. In spite
of this data, Colorado youth still face many barriers in obtaining the medically accurate
information and resources they need to make informed and responsible decisions and lead
healthy lives.

(VIII) According to the centers for disease control and prevention, evidence-based,
medically accurate, age-appropriate, culturally sensitive, and comprehensive sexuality education
programs have been proven to help youth delay the onset of sexual activity, decrease the
frequency of sexual activity, reduce the number of sexual partners, and increase condom and
contraceptive use;

(IX) Sexual violence and teen dating violence is a pervasive and serious public health
issue, placing teen victims at increased risk for adolescent pregnancy, sexually transmitted
infections, low academic performance, truancy, dropout, and other harmful behaviors;

(X) According to the centers for disease control and prevention, these changes in
behavior help prevent unintended pregnancy and the spread of sexually transmitted infections;

(XI) The Colorado general assembly passed House Bill 07-1292, enacted in 2007, to
establish content standards for the provision of human sexuality courses taught in public schools
throughout the state;

(XII) The Colorado general assembly passed the "Public Health Reauthorization Act",
Senate Bill 08-194, enacted in 2008, to create a statewide public health improvement plan to
eliminate geographic-based and other disparities in the accessibility and availability of services
through the state's public health agencies;

(XIII) The Colorado general assembly passed the "Preschool to Postsecondary Education
Alignment Act", Senate Bill 08-212, enacted in 2008, which states that all school district
standards must meet or exceed established state standards, and that school districts must adopt
curriculum and assessments that are consistent with these standards; and

(XIV) In 2009, the Colorado state board of education adopted academic content
standards for comprehensive health education that support youth in making informed and
responsible decisions about their health and in having access to the tools they need to live
healthy lives.

(b) The general assembly further finds and declares that:

(I) There is a need to continue and expand efforts to ensure that all young people in
Colorado have access to evidence-based, medically accurate, culturally sensitive, and age-
appropriate comprehensive sexuality education, information, and resources to guide them in
making informed decisions about their health and relationships. Additionally, schools need to
promote healthy relationships through age-appropriate, culturally sensitive, and comprehensive
human sexuality education, including providing information and resources for early intervention
and response strategies to teen dating violence.

(I) The state of Colorado and eligible state agencies and other organizations must
pursue funding and other federal support to implement comprehensive human sexuality
education programs;

(I The provisions of sexual and reproductive health education that incorporate
comprehensive, evidence-based, culturally sensitive, and age-appropriate standards can result in
youth delaying sexual activity until they are ready, avoiding unwanted consequences of sexual
behavior, learning medically accurate information about their health, and promoting positive
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youth-friendly messages concerning growth, development, body image, gender roles, and all
aspects related to healthy, safe relationships and sexual behavior; and

(IV) Broad-based community partnerships are essential when developing policies and
implementing programs that affect the sexual and reproductive health of Colorado's youth.

(2) Asused in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Age-appropriate" means topics, messages, and teaching methods suitable to a
particular age or age group, based on developing cognitive, emotional, and behavioral capacity
typical for the age or age group.

(b) "Comprehensive human sexuality education" means medically accurate information
about all methods to prevent unintended pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections,
including HIV, and the link between human papillomavirus and cancer, and other types of cancer
involving the human reproductive systems, including prostate, testicular, ovarian, and uterine
cancer. Methods must include information about the correct and consistent use of abstinence,
contraception, condoms, other barrier methods, and other prevention measures. Additional
contents of comprehensive human sexuality education must include:

(I) Encouraging family communication about sexuality;

(I) Focusing on the development of safe relationships, including the prevention of
sexual violence in dating and teaching young people how to recognize and respond safely and
effectively in situations where sexual or physical violence may be occurring or where there may
be a risk for these behaviors to occur; and

(I Teaching young people how alcohol and drug use can affect responsible decision-
making.

(b.5) "Consent" means the affirmative, unambiguous, voluntary, continuous, knowing
agreement between all participants in each physical act within the course of a sexual encounter
or interpersonal relationship.

(¢) "Culturally sensitive" means the integration of knowledge about individuals and
groups of people into specific standards, requirements, policies, practices, and attitudes used to
increase the quality of services. "Culturally sensitive" includes resources, references, and
information that are meaningful to the experiences and needs of communities of color;
immigrant communities; lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender communities; people who are
intersex; people with physical or intellectual disabilities; people who have experienced sexual
victimization; and others whose experiences have traditionally been left out of sexual health
education, programs, and policies.

(d) "Evidence-based program" means a program that:

(I) Was evaluated using a rigorous research design, including:

(A) Measuring knowledge, attitude, and behavior;

(B) Having an adequate sample size;

(C) Using sound research methods and processes;

(D) Replicating in different locations and finding similar evaluation results; and

(E) Publishing results in a peer-reviewed journal,

(IT) Research has shown to be effective in changing at least one of the following
behaviors that contribute to early pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections, including HIV:

(A) Delaying sexual initiation;

(B) Reducing the frequency of sexual intercourse;

(C) Reducing the number of sexual partners; or
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(D) Increasing the use of condoms and other contraceptives.

(d.3) "Gender stereotype" means a generalized view or preconception about what
attributes, characteristics, or roles are, or ought to be, taught, possessed by, or performed by
women and men.

(d.5) "Healthy relationship" means an interpersonal relationship that is free of physical,
sexual, and emotional abuse, coercion, and violence.

(d.7) "Human sexuality instruction" or "instruction" means an oral, written, or digital
lesson, lecture, or presentation given by school staff or nonschool staff that teaches about
abstinence or sexual activity in the context of student health or healthy relationships. Instruction
does not include student speech.

(d.9) "Medically accurate" means verified or supported by research conducted in
compliance with scientific methods and published in peer-reviewed journals, where appropriate,
and recognized as accurate, objective, and unbiased by the American Public Health Association,
the American Academy of Pediatrics, or the American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists.

(e) "Positive youth development" means an approach that emphasizes the many positive
attributes of young people and focuses on developing inherent strengths and assets to promote
health. Positive youth development is culturally sensitive, inclusive of all youth, collaborative,
and strength-based.

(f) "Sexual abstinence" means not engaging in oral, vaginal, or anal intercourse or
genital skin-to-skin contact.

(3) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (6) of this section, a school district, board
of cooperative services, charter school, or institute charter school that offers a planned
curriculum that includes comprehensive human sexuality education shall provide to the parent or
guardian of each student, prior to commencing the planned curriculum:

(a) Written notification of the ability to excuse a student, without penalty or additional
assignment, from that portion of the planned curriculum that includes comprehensive human
sexuality education, upon the written request of the student's parent or guardian; and

(b) A detailed, substantive outline of the topics and materials to be presented in that
portion of the planned curriculum related to comprehensive human sexuality education.

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require an act or procedure in addition to
the signature of the parent or guardian to excuse a student from a planned curriculum related to
comprehensive human sexuality education.

(5) Each school district board of education, board of cooperative services, charter
school, or institute charter school is encouraged to disseminate policies or instructions to the
public schools of the school district, or board of cooperative services, or appropriate staff of the
charter school or institute charter school to ensure the implementation of the provisions of this
section in a manner that will not draw undue attention to, nor cause undue embarrassment for,
students excused from a planned curriculum related to comprehensive human sexuality
education.

(6) Human sexuality instruction is not required. However, if a school district, board of
cooperative services, charter school, or institute charter school offers human sexuality
instruction, the instruction must be comprehensive and meet the comprehensive human sexuality
education content requirements. These requirements must:

(a) Encourage parental involvement and family communication;
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(b) Include medically accurate information about methods to prevent unintended
pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections, including HIV/AIDS, and the link between
human papillomavirus and cancer. Methods taught shall include information about the correct
and consistent use of abstinence, contraception, including all FDA approved forms of
contraception, condoms, and other barrier methods and must be taught in a cohesive, integrated,
objective manner so that youth learn the full scope of preventive methods available to them and
are empowered to decide for themselves which preventive methods are best suited for their
individual needs, beliefs, and values.

(c) Promote the development of healthy relationships by providing human sexuality
instruction on:

() How to communicate consent, recognize communication of consent, recognize
withdrawal of consent, and understand age of consent as it relates to section 18-3-402;

(IT) How to avoid making unwanted verbal, physical, and sexual advances;

(I How to avoid making assumptions about a person's supposed sexual intentions
based on that person's appearance or sexual history; and

(IV) How to avoid pursuing a sexual encounter with a person or persuading a person to
participate in a sexual encounter when that person has not provided consent or has withdrawn
consent;

(d) Include discussions and information on how to recognize and respond safely and
effectively in situations where sexual or physical violence may be occurring or where there may
be a risk for these behaviors to occur;

(e) Include discussion of how alcohol and drug use impairs responsible and healthy
decision-making;

(f) Be comprehensive, age-appropriate, culturally sensitive, inclusive of a positive youth
development framework, and medically accurate;

(g) Provide instruction about the health benefits and potential side effects of using
contraceptives and barrier methods to prevent pregnancy, including instruction regarding
emergency contraception and the availability of contraceptive methods;

(h) For school districts that have established a character education program pursuant to
section 22-29-103, promote the guidelines of behavior established in the character education
program;

(1) Not emphasize sexual abstinence as the primary or sole acceptable preventive method
available to students. A school district, board of cooperative services, charter school, or institute
charter school shall not engage the instructional services of an organization or individual that is a
direct or indirect recipient of money from the federal government pursuant to 42 U.S.C. sec. 710,
as amended, because the guidelines of 42 U.S.C. sec. 710 are inconsistent with the provisions of
this section.

(j) Provide age-appropriate information concerning sections 18-6-401 (9) and 19-3-
304.5, or any successor laws, referred to generally as "safe haven laws", relating to the safe
abandonment of a child to a firefighter at a fire station or to a staff member at a hospital or a
community clinic emergency center within the first seventy-two hours of the child's life.

(6.5) Comprehensive human sexuality education does not require instruction on
pregnancy outcome options. However, if a school district, board of cooperative services, charter
school, or institute charter school opts to provide instruction on pregnancy outcome options, the
instruction must cover all pregnancy outcome options, including but not limited to adoption,
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abortion, parenting, and information concerning sections 18-6-401 (9) and 19-3-304.5, or any
successor laws, referred to generally as "safe haven laws". Instruction on pregnancy outcome
options must be provided in an objective, unbiased manner and must not endorse or favor one or
more pregnancy outcome options.

(7) (a) Nothing in subsection (6) or (6.5) of this section shall be interpreted to prohibit
discussion of health, moral, ethical, or religious values as they pertain to comprehensive human
sexuality, healthy relationships, or family formation. Such discussion is encouraged.

(b) However, human sexuality instruction must not explicitly or implicitly:

(I) Use shame-based or stigmatizing language or instructional tools;

(ID Employ gender stereotypes; or

(I  Exclude the health needs of intersex individuals or lesbian, gay, bisexual, or
transgender individuals.

(8) Public schools, school districts, boards of cooperative services, charter schools, and
institute charter schools are encouraged to involve teachers, school nurses, parents, and
community members in the development of the requirements for comprehensive human
sexuality curriculum required by subsection (6) of this section and to integrate available
community resources into programs related to comprehensive human sexuality education.

(9) A school district, board of cooperative services, charter school, or institute charter
school that has received, prior to July 1, 2013, direct or indirect funding from the federal
government for the provision of an abstinence education program pursuant to 42 U.S.C. sec. 710
is not required to adopt requirements for comprehensive human sexuality curriculum for the
provision of such instruction as described in this section for the year or years for which the
school district, board of cooperative services, charter school, or institute charter school received
such funding. On July 1, 2013, or thereafter, a school district, board of cooperative services,
charter school, or institute charter school shall not use any direct or indirect funding from the
federal government for the provision of an abstinence education program pursuant to 42 U.S.C.
sec. 710. A school district, board of cooperative services, charter school, or institute charter
school may use federal moneys for human sexuality education, as long as the human sexuality
program of the school district board of cooperative services, charter school, or institute charter
school meets the comprehensive human sexuality education model set forth in this section.

(10) Nothing in this section shall require amending any content standards related to
comprehensive human sexuality education developed by the department and adopted by the state
board prior to July 1, 2013.

(11) The provisions of this section shall not apply to students in kindergarten through
third grade.

(12) A school district, board of cooperative services, charter school, or institute charter
school may seek grant money pursuant to article 44 of title 25 to implement the comprehensive
human sexuality education content requirements set forth in this section. However, compliance
with this section is not contingent upon receipt of grant money pursuant to article 44 of title 25,
nor is it contingent on receipt of any other state or federal funds, or public or private gifts, grants,
or donations.

Source: L. 2013: Entire section added, (HB 13-1081), ch. 303, p. 1600, § 2, effective
May 28. L. 2016: (1)(a)(IX) and IP(2)(b) amended, (SB 16-146), ch. 230, p. 919, § 15, effective
July 1. L. 2019: (2)(b.5), (2)(d.3), (2)(d.5), (2)(d.7), (2)(d.9), (6)(1), (6)(j), (6.5), and (12) added
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and (2)(c), IP(6), (6)(b), (6)(c), (6)(f), (7), and (11) amended, (HB 19-1032), ch. 408, p. 3596, §
2, effective May 31.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 19-1032, see section 1 of chapter
408, Session Laws of Colorado 2019.

22-1-129. Instruction in cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of automated
external defibrillators - grants - definitions - rules. (1) As used in this section, unless the
context otherwise requires:

(a) "Department" means the department of education created and existing pursuant to
section 24-1-115, C.R.S.

(b) Repealed.

(c¢) "Local education provider" means a school district, a charter school authorized by a
school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of this title, a charter school authorized by the
state charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title, or a board of
cooperative services created and operating pursuant to article 5 of this title that operates one or
more public schools.

(d) "Psychomotor skills development" means the use of hands-on practice that supports
cognitive learning.

(e) "State board" means the state board of education created and existing pursuant to
section 1 of article IX of the state constitution.

(2) On and after September 1, 2014, each local education provider may apply for a grant
or grants to provide instruction to students in any of grades nine through twelve and school staff
in any of grades nine through twelve in cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of an
automated external defibrillator. The instruction funded pursuant to this section must include a
nationally recognized, psychomotor-skills-based instructional program that reflects current,
national, evidence-based, emergency cardiovascular care guidelines for cardiopulmonary
resuscitation and the use of an automated external defibrillator. The department shall administer
the grant program pursuant to state board rules adopted pursuant to subsection (3) of this section.

(3) The state board shall promulgate rules concerning the grants awarded pursuant to this
section, which rules must include, at a minimum:

(a) The process by which a local education provider may apply for and receive grant
moneys pursuant to this section, including application requirements and deadlines;

(b) The number and amount of each grant and whether grants moneys will be awarded in
the order applications are received or through some other method;

(¢) The process for achieving a balanced distribution of grant moneys to applicants
including rural, urban, and suburban local education providers; and

(d) Procedures for monitoring a local education provider's compliance with the
provisions of this section and specifically that moneys awarded pursuant to this section are used
for reasonable costs associated with psychomotor-skills-based cardiopulmonary resuscitation
training and training on the use of automated external defibrillators, including but not limited to
training materials and the temporary employment of cardiopulmonary resuscitation instructors or
other trainers qualified to teach skills-based cardiopulmonary resuscitation training.

(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section to the contrary, the department
shall not award grants pursuant to this section unless the department determines that it has
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received sufficient money through appropriations or gifts, grants, and donations to implement
the program.

(5) The department may seek, accept, and expend gifts, grants, or donations from private
or public sources for the purposes of this section; except that the department may not accept a
gift, grant, or donation that is subject to conditions that are inconsistent with this section or any
other law of the state. Nothing in this section requires the department to solicit money for
purposes of implementing this section.

(6) Repealed.

Source: L. 2014: Entire section added, (HB 14-1276), ch. 215, p. 805, § 2, effective
August 6. L. 2020: (1)(b) repealed; (4) and (5) amended; and (6) added, (HB 20-1418), ch. 197,
p. 946, § 21, effective June 30.

Editor's note: Subsection (6)(b) provided for the repeal of subsection (6), effective July
1,2021. (See L. 2020, p. 946.)

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 14-1276, see section 1 of chapter
215, Session Laws of Colorado 2014. For the legislative declaration in HB 20-1418, see section
1 of chapter 197, Session Laws of Colorado 2020.

22-1-129.5. Instruction in cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of automated
external defibrillators - guidelines and content standards - definition. (1) Each public school
in the state is strongly encouraged to adopt curriculum for instruction to students in grades nine
through twelve on cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of an automated external
defibrillator. The curriculum must include a training and education program included on the list
maintained by the office of cardiac arrest management pursuant to section 25-53-202, and the
instruction must:

(a) Incorporate the psychomotor skills necessary to perform cardiopulmonary
resuscitation; and

(b) Use an automated external defibrillator.

(2) As used in this section, "psychomotor skills" means skills using hands-on practice to
support cognitive learning.

Source: L. 2023: Entire section added, (SB 23-023), ch. 25, p. 88, § 1, effective August

22-1-129.7. Placement and maintenance of automated external defibrillator -
definitions. (1) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Automated external defibrillator" or "AED" means an automated external
defibrillator approved for sale by the federal food and drug administration.

(b) "Local education provider" means a school district, a charter school authorized by a
school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of this title 22, a charter school authorized by the
state charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title 22, a board of
cooperative services created and operating pursuant to article 5 of this title 22 that operates one
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or more public high schools, a facility school approved pursuant to section 22-2-407, or an
Indian tribe or tribal organization.

(2) (a) On or before January 1, 2026, if a public school acquires or has acquired an AED,
the local education provider that operates the public school shall require the public school to
place and maintain the AED in accordance with nationally recognized, evidence-based standards
for emergency cardiovascular care.

(b) On or before January 1, 2026, if a nonpublic school acquires or has acquired an
AED, the governing authority of the nonpublic school shall require the nonpublic school to place
and maintain the AED in accordance with nationally recognized, evidence-based standards for
emergency cardiovascular care.

Source: L. 2025: Entire section added, (SB 25-191), ch. 164, p. 665, § 2, effective May

22-1-130. Notice to parents of alleged criminal conduct by school employees -
legislative declaration - definitions. (1) (a) The general assembly finds that:

(I) Tt is the right and responsibility of parents to guide the education and upbringing of
their children;

(IT) An essential role of parents in ensuring the safety and quality of their children's
education is to remain active, engaged, and fully informed about what is occurring in their
children's classrooms and within the school environment;

(IIT) Ensuring the safety of school children is one of the primary responsibilities of state
and local government, law enforcement, and school communities;

(IV) In order to ensure a safe school environment that is conducive to learning, students
and parents must be assured that criminal behavior that is harmful to children is reported and
dealt with appropriately and in a manner that is transparent to parents and the school community;
and

(V) Parents are understandably concerned when law enforcement agencies make
accusations about school employees at their children's schools.

(b) Therefore, the general assembly declares that it is appropriate to require a public
school to notify parents of school children when a school employee is charged with certain
crimes that may put children at risk.

(2) Asused in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Employee" means an employee of a local education provider whose employment
requires or required the employee to be in contact with students or whose work area gives or
gave the employee access to students. "Employee" includes a former employee if the employee
was employed by the local education provider at any time within twelve months before an
offense is charged. If a school district, district charter school, or institute charter school has
contracted with a private entity to operate an online school, the employee of the private entity is
deemed to be an employee of the school district, district charter school, or institute charter
school for purposes of this section.

(b) "Local education provider" means a school district, a board of cooperative services, a
charter school collaborative, a charter school authorized by a school district pursuant to part 1 of
article 30.5 of this title 22, and a charter school authorized by the state charter school institute
pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title 22.
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(c) "Parent" means the biological or adoptive parent or the legal guardian or legal
custodian of a student enrolled in a local education provider at the time notification is made
pursuant to this section.

(3) (a) Pursuant to section 22-2-119 (4)(b), local education providers routinely receive
reports from the Colorado bureau of investigation relating to employees who have previously
been subject to a background check. If a local education provider receives a report from the
Colorado bureau of investigation that includes information that an employee has been arrested
for an offense described in subsection (3)(b) of this section, the local education provider shall
monitor the criminal proceedings to determine whether the employee is charged with an offense
described in subsection (3)(b) of this section and whether a preliminary hearing has been held if
the charge is eligible for a preliminary hearing.

(b) The local education provider shall notify parents, as provided in subsection (4) of
this section, if an employee is charged, as that term is defined in section 16-1-104 (6), with:

(D) Felony child abuse, as specified in section 18-6-401;

(IT) A crime of violence, as defined in section 18-1.3-406, not including assault in the
second degree unless the victim is a child;

(I A felony offense involving unlawful sexual behavior, as defined in section 16-22-
102 (9);

(IV) A felony, where it is alleged that the underlying factual basis of which includes an
act of domestic violence, as defined in section 18-6-800.3;

(V) Felony indecent exposure, as described in section 18-7-302; or

(VI) A felony drug offense described in part 4 of article 18 of title 18 that is a level 1 or
level 2 drug felony.

(4) (a) Within two school days after the preliminary hearing is held or is waived or
deemed waived by the employee, or within two school days after the date on which the
employee is charged, if the charged offense is not eligible for a preliminary hearing, the local
education provider shall provide notice to parents pursuant to subsection (5) of this section.

(b) If the local education provider has already provided notice to parents that
substantially conforms with the notice requirements set forth in subsection (5) of this section, the
local education provider need not provide additional notice pursuant to the provisions of this
section.

(c) The local education provider must provide notice to the parents of a student:

(I) Enrolled in the public school in which the employee is employed or was employed at
the time of the alleged offense; or

(I) With whom the local education provider has reason to believe the employee may
have had contact as part of his or her employment with the local education provider.

(d) The local education provider shall provide the required notice to parents in the same
manner by which the local education provider notifies parents of important school business,
which may include email notification or other electronic communication sent directly to parents
or by first-class mail. Within two school days after the local education provider confirms the
disposition of the charge, the local education provider shall provide notice to parents of the
disposition of the charge using the same notification method used in the original notice to
parents.
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(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (4)(a) of this section to the contrary, if
a delay in parent notification is requested by the appropriate law enforcement agency, the local
education provider shall delay notification to parents until the request is withdrawn.

(f) A local education provider shall notify parents pursuant to this section regardless of
whether the actions giving rise to the charge occurred while the employee was on duty.

(g) The board or governing body of the local education provider shall establish policies
to comply with the provisions of this section when school is not in session.

(5) (a) The local education provider's notification to parents of a charge brought against
an employee must include the following:

() The name of the employee;

(IT) The employee's position;

(IIT) Whether the employee continues to be employed by the local education provider;

(IV) The length of employment with the local education provider;

(V) The alleged offense as set forth in the charging document, including the violation of
statute or code; and

(VI) A statement that, under state and federal law, a person is presumed innocent until
proven guilty.

(b) A local education provider may provide additional information to parents regarding
the underlying facts or circumstances relating to the charge but shall not disclose the identity of
the alleged victim.

(6) Each local education provider shall incorporate the notification requirements set
forth in this section as part of a safe school plan required pursuant to section 22-32-109.1, as
applicable.

Source: L. 2018: Entire section added, (HB 18-1269), ch. 268, p. 1650, § 1, effective
August 15.

22-1-131. Online instruction - student protections - short title - definitions. (1) The
short title of this section is "Isaiah's Law".

(2) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Local education provider" means a school district created pursuant to article 30 of
this title 22, a board of cooperative services created pursuant to article 5 of this title 22, a charter
school authorized by a school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of this title 22, or an
institute charter school authorized by the state charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of article
30.5 of this title 22.

(b) "Online instruction" means the delivery of educational programming via an internet
format by a local education provider to a student who is enrolled in the local education provider
and is receiving the educational programming at a location that is remote from a school. "Online
instruction" includes, but is not limited to, educational programming delivered through an online
program, as defined in section 22-30.7-102 (9); an online school, as defined in section 22-30.7-
102 (9.5); and a supplemental online education course, as defined in section 22-2-130 (2)(f).

(c) "Parent" means a biological parent, adoptive parent, legal guardian, or any other
person having legal custody of a child.

(3) A local education provider that delivers educational programming to a student using
online instruction shall not:
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(a) Prohibit or attempt to prohibit the student's parent from being in the same room as
the student while the student participates in online instruction or otherwise suggest that the
parent should not be in the same room while the student participates in online instruction; except
that the person leading the online instruction may require a student's parent to leave the area if
the parent continues to actively engage in behavior that disrupts the student or the class after the
person leading the online instruction asks the parent to discontinue the behavior;

(b) Require a student to use a camera to provide a live digital image of the student while
the student participates in online instruction if the student's technology does not allow for such
use of a camera.

(4) A local education provider shall not suspend or expel a student based on the presence
of an item that an employee of the local education provider observes within the student's
physical environment while the student is participating in online instruction or based on the
student's behavior while participating in online instruction; except that a local education provider
may suspend a student in accordance with sections 22-33-105 and 22-33-106.

Source: L. 2021: Entire section added, (HB 21-1059), ch. 200, p. 1060, § 1, effective
May 28.

22-1-132. Seizure safe schools - action plan - training - rules - short title -
definitions. (1) The short title of this section is "Joey's Law".

(2) Asused in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Appropriate staff" means one or more employees of the school whom the principal
or equivalent executive, in consultation with the school nurse or health-care practitioner,
determines to be the appropriate recipient or recipients of free seizure recognition and first aid
training developed by recognized sources on epilepsy and seizure disorders, as identified by the
department of education. "Appropriate staff' may include but need not be limited to employees
who have direct contact with and supervision of students who have a seizure disorder.

(b) "Designated employee" means an employee of the school who is designated and
trained by the school nurse or health-care practitioner on how to administer or assist with the
administration of seizure treatment and medications, seizure rescue medications, and manual
vagus nerve stimulation.

(c) "School" means a public school in the state that enrolls students in any of grades
kindergarten through twelfth grade, including a traditional public school of a school district; a
charter school of a school district; an institute charter school; or an approved facility school, as
defined in section 22-2-402 (1); or a nonpublic school that enrolls students in any of grades
kindergarten through twelfth grade.

(d) "Seizure action plan" means a written, individualized seizure action plan for a
specific student, created by the school nurse or health-care practitioner, in conjunction with
student's parent or legal guardian and the student's physician, as appropriate, that is designed to
acknowledge and prepare for the health-care needs of a student diagnosed with a seizure
disorder. The seizure action plan must be in accordance with the guidelines developed by the
department of education.

(e) "Seizure disorder" means a medical condition, including epilepsy, in which episodes
of uncontrolled activity in the brain produce symptoms that produce one or more seizures.
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(3) (a) If a student has a diagnosed seizure disorder and the student might need medical
intervention with seizure-related care in a school setting or school activity, the student's parent or
legal guardian is encouraged to create, in conjunction with school personnel, sign, and submit to
the student's school an individualized seizure action plan for the student. The school nurse or
health-care practitioner shares responsibility with the school administrators for the management
of the student's seizure disorder while the student is at school, during any school-sponsored
activities, and while in transit to or from school or school-sponsored activities if the student is
being transported by school district personnel.

(b) A public school shall, and a nonpublic school is encouraged to, follow the school
district's or public school's medication policy in approving any individualized seizure action plan
submitted pursuant to subsection (3)(a) of this section and ensuring that the individualized
seizure action plan is in accordance with the "Nurse and Nurse Aide Practice Act", article 255 of
title 12.

(c) A student's parent or legal guardian is encouraged to submit the required information
for the student's individualized seizure action plan or an amended seizure action plan to the
student's school:

(I) At the beginning of the school year or upon the student's enrollment;

(I) As soon as practicable following the student's diagnosis of a seizure disorder; or

(IIT) If a student's health status changes significantly during the school year.

(d) A student's parent or legal guardian is encouraged to inform the student's school, in a
timely manner, of any changes needed to the student's individualized seizure action plan or
emergency contact information.

(4) (a) Within sixty days after the beginning of the 2021-22 academic year and each year
thereafter, each public school shall, and each nonpublic school is encouraged to, provide training
to one or more appropriate staff on the recognition of the signs and symptoms of seizures and the
appropriate steps for seizure first aid.

(b) No later than eight weeks after the school is notified of a student who has been
diagnosed with a seizure disorder or the receipt of an individualized seizure action plan signed
by the student's parent or legal guardian, whichever is later, each public school shall, and each
nonpublic school is encouraged to, have at least one designated employee who has met the
training requirements necessary to administer or assist with the administration of seizure
treatment medications, seizure rescue medications, and manual vagus nerve stimulation.

(c) Any programs or guidelines adopted pursuant to this subsection (4) to train school
personnel in the health-care needs of students who have been diagnosed with a seizure disorder
must be consistent with programs and guidelines developed by recognized sources on epilepsy
and seizure disorders and developed in consultation with a state organization that represents
school nurses, as identified by the department of education.

(d) On or before December 31, 2021, the state board of education, with assistance from
recognized sources on epilepsy and seizure disorders, and in consultation with a state
organization that represents school nurses shall promulgate rules for individualized seizure
action plans, including training and seizure care guidelines.

Source: L. 2021: Entire section added, (HB 21-1133), ch. 201, p. 1062, § 1, effective
May 28.
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22-1-133. Prohibition on use of American Indian mascots - exemptions - definitions.
(1) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "American Indian mascot" means a name, symbol, or image that depicts or refers to
an American Indian tribe, individual, custom, or tradition that is used as a mascot, nickname,
logo, letterhead, or team name for the school.

(b) "Commission" means the Colorado commission of Indian affairs, established
pursuant to section 24-44-102.

(c) '"Institute charter school" means a charter school authorized by the state charter
school institute pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title 22.

(d) "Public school" means:

(I) An elementary, middle, junior high, high school, or district charter school of a school
district that serves any of grades kindergarten through twelve; and

(IT) An institute charter school that serves any of grades kindergarten through twelve.

(2) (a) Except as provided for in subsection (2)(b) of this section, on or after June 1,
2022, a public school in the state is prohibited from using an American Indian mascot.
Notwithstanding the definition of the term "American Indian mascot" in subsection (1) of this
section, a public school that is named after an American Indian tribe or American Indian
individual may use the tribe's or individual's name, but not an image or symbol, on the public
school's letterhead. Any public school that is using such an American Indian mascot as of June 1,
2022, shall immediately cease use of such American Indian mascot.

(b) The prohibition set forth in subsection (2)(a) of this section does not apply to:

() Any agreement that exists prior to June 30, 2021, between a federally recognized
Indian tribe and a public school. A public school that is a party to such an agreement is held to a
high standard and expected to honor the agreement. The federally recognized Indian tribe has the
right and ability to revoke any such agreement at any time at its discretion. If an agreement
entered into pursuant to this subsection (2)(b)(I) between a federally recognized Indian tribe and
a public school is terminated by either party, the public school has one year from the date of
termination to discontinue its use of its American Indian mascot before the penalties set forth in
subsection (3) of this section apply.

(I Any public school that is operated by a federally recognized Indian tribe or with the
approval of a federally recognized Indian tribe and existing within the boundaries of such tribe's
reservation.

(IH (A) The ability of any federally recognized Indian tribe to create and maintain a
relationship or agreement with a public school that fosters goodwill, emphasizes education and
supports a curriculum that teaches American Indian history, and encourages a positive cultural
exchange. Such relationships and agreements may include important historical figures, names,
imagery, tribal names, and more.

(B) Any such agreement entered into pursuant to this section between a public school
and a federally recognized Indian tribe may allow any American Indian mascot that is culturally
affiliated with that federally recognized Indian tribe as determined at the discretion of the tribe's
governing body. If an agreement entered into pursuant to this subsection (2)(b)(IIl) between a
federally recognized Indian tribe and a public school is terminated by either party, the public
school has one year from the date of termination to discontinue its use of its American Indian
mascot before the penalties set forth in subsection (3) of this section apply.
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(C) For the purposes of this section, a "federally recognized Indian tribe" is one of the
forty-eight contemporary tribes with ties to Colorado, developed by history Colorado in
partnership with the Colorado commission of Indian affairs. This list may change over time but
is the official list to be used for the purposes of this section.

(3) For each month during which a public school uses an American Indian mascot after
June 1, 2022, the school district of the public school, or in the case of an institute charter school,
the state charter school institute, shall pay a fine of twenty-five thousand dollars to the state
treasurer, who shall credit the money received to the state education fund created in section 17
(4) of article IX of the state constitution.

(4) (a) No later than thirty days after June 28, 2021, the commission shall identify each
public school in the state that is using an American Indian mascot and that does not meet the
criteria for an exemption as outlined in subsection (2)(b) of this section. The commission shall
post such information on its website.

(b) In addition to posting on its website the information concerning public schools that
are using an American Indian mascot, the commission, in coordination with the department of
education, shall notify the school district of a public school identified by the commission
pursuant to subsection (4)(a) of this section of the requirements related to the use of American
Indian mascots, as set forth in subsection (2) of this section, as well as the penalty for continued
use of such mascots as outlined in subsection (3) of this section. The commission, in
coordination with the department of education, shall also provide the same notification to the
charter school institute if any institute schools are identified pursuant to subsection (4)(a) of this
section.

(c) When a public school identified pursuant to subsection (4)(a) of this section
discontinues its use of its American Indian mascot prior to June 1, 2022, the public school shall
notify its school district, or, in the case of an institute charter school, its authorizer, the
commission, and the department of education of such discontinuation.

(5) A public school that is identified to be in violation of subsection (2) of this section
for using an American Indian mascot may apply to the department of education for a grant
through the "Building Excellent Schools Today Act", article 43.7 of title 22, to accomplish any
structural changes that might be necessary to come into compliance with this section. The time
required for making an application or for the awarding of such grant does not impact the time
requirement set forth in subsection (2)(a) of this section.

(6) (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section to the contrary, a public school in
the state is prohibited from using an American Indian mascot one year after notification by the
commission, in coordination with the department of education, if:

(I) The public school was in existence and using an American Indian mascot as of June
28,2021;

(ID  The public school does not meet the criteria for an exemption as outlined in
subsection (2)(b) of this section;

(IIT) The public school was not identified pursuant to subsection (4)(a) of this section;
and

(IV) The school district of the public school or, in the case of an institute charter school,
the state charter school institute is first notified on or after May 1, 2022, by the commission, in
coordination with the department of education, that it is using an American Indian mascot in
violation of subsection (2) of this section.
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(b) When a public school described pursuant to subsection (6)(a) of this section
discontinues its use of an American Indian mascot prior to the one-year deadline after
notification by the commission, in coordination with the department of education, the public
school shall notify its school district or, in the case of an institute charter school, the state charter
school institute, the commission, and the department of education, of the discontinuation.

(c) For each month during which a public school described pursuant to subsection (6)(a)
of this section uses an American Indian mascot after the one-year deadline after notification by
the commission, in coordination with the department of education, the school district of the
public school, or, in the case of an institute charter school, the state charter school institute, shall
pay a fine of twenty-five thousand dollars to the state treasurer, who shall credit the money
received to the state education fund created in section 17 (4) of article IX of the state
constitution.

(7) (a) A public school that is identified to be in violation of subsection (2) of this
section for using an American Indian mascot may apply to the department of education for
reimbursement of expenses incurred for the 2021-22 budget year through the 2023-24 budget
year that were necessary to comply with this section.

(b) (I) On or after July 1, 2023, the department of education shall distribute funds for
reimbursement of expenses incurred for the 2021-22 budget year and the 2022-23 budget year
that were necessary to comply with this section. The department of education shall fully fund all
requests for reimbursement; except that if insufficient funds exist pursuant to the appropriation
made pursuant to this subsection (7), the department shall reimburse expenses proportionately.

(ID' On or after July 1, 2024, the department of education shall distribute funds for
reimbursement of expenses incurred for the 2023-24 budget year that were necessary to comply
with this section. The department of education shall fully fund all requests for reimbursement;
except that if insufficient funds exist pursuant to the appropriation made pursuant to this
subsection (7), the department shall reimburse expenses proportionately.

(IT) The department of education shall establish a process and deadlines for receiving
requests for reimbursement pursuant to this subsection (7), the timing for disbursements, and any
parameters necessary to determine proportionate reimbursement.

(c) The department of education shall not reimburse expenses incurred by a public
school for paying the fine pursuant to subsection (3) of this section.

(d) For the 2023-24 budget year, the general assembly shall appropriate three hundred
thousand dollars from the state education fund for the purpose of this subsection (7). Any
unexpended money remaining at the end of the 2023-24 budget year may be used by the
department of education through the 2024-25 budget year without further appropriation and must
not be used for any other purpose other than the purposes set forth in this subsection (7).

(e) The general assembly finds and declares that for the purposes of section 17 of article
IX of the state constitution, providing reimbursement of expenses pursuant to this subsection (7)
that were incurred in order to comply with this section is a program for accountable education
reform and may therefore receive funding from the state education fund created in section 17 (4)
of article IX of the state constitution.

Source: L. 2021: Entire section added, (SB 21-116), ch. 370, p. 2438, § 2, effective June
28. L. 2022: (6) added, (HB 22-1390), ch. 237, p. 1744, § 3, effective May 26. L. 2023: (7)
added, (SB 23-287), ch. 189, p. 922, § 7, effective May 15.
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Cross references: For the legislative declaration in SB 21-116, see section 1 of chapter
370, Session Laws of Colorado 2021. For the legislative declaration in HB 22-1390, see section
1 of chapter 237, Session Laws of Colorado 2022. For the legislative declaration in SB 23-287,
see section 1 of chapter 189, Session Laws of Colorado 2023.

22-1-134. Hunter education course - gifts, grants, or donations - definitions. (1) As
used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires, "local education provider" means a
school district or any of the following that enrolls students in the seventh grade:

(a) A charter school authorized by a school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of
this title 22;

(b) A charter school authorized by the state charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of
article 30.5 of this title 22; or

(c) A board of cooperative services created and operating pursuant to article 5 of this
title 22 that operates one or more public schools.

(2) A local education provider may offer a hunter education course as an elective course
to seventh-grade students, either for credit or not for credit, if the local education provider:

(a) Enters into an agreement pursuant to subsection (3)(c) of this section with an
individual or entity to provide a hunter education course at no cost to the local education
provider or any student enrolled in the course; and

(b) Receives gifts, grants, or donations in an amount sufficient to pay any costs to the
local education provider that arise from providing a hunter education course pursuant to this
section.

(3) (a) A hunter education course offered pursuant to this section must:

(I) Satisfy the same requirements as a hunter education course certified by the division
of parks and wildlife, as described in section 33-6-107 (8); except that the course is not required
to include hands-on activities that may otherwise be required by the division of parks and
wildlife; and

(ID Be taught by an instructor certified by the division of parks and wildlife.

(b) A hunter education course offered pursuant to this section may include hands-on
activities, but a local education provider cannot require a student to participate in the hands-on
activities as a condition of enrollment in, or satisfactory completion of, a hunter education
course. A student may only participate in hands-on activities with the permission of the student's
parent or legal guardian.

(c) Prior to offering a hunter education course pursuant to this section, a local education
provider must enter into an agreement with an individual or entity that offers hunter education
courses certified by the division of parks and wildlife to provide the hunter education course at
no cost to the local education provider or any student enrolled in the course. For the purposes of
this section, a hunter education course provided pursuant to an agreement entered into pursuant
to this subsection (3)(c) is considered a hunter education course offered by the local education
provider.

(4) This section does not constitute a waiver of any applicable state or federal law.

(5) A local education provider may seek, accept, and expend gifts, grants, or donations
from private or public sources for the purposes of this section.

(6) Nothing in this section precludes a local education provider from offering hunter
education courses as an elective course in any other grade.
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(7) (@) A hunter education course offered pursuant to this section shall only allow the
possession of inert firearms and dummy rounds on the real estate or any improvements erected
on the real estate of any public or private elementary, middle, junior high, or high school.

(b) As used in this subsection (7), "inert firearm" means any handgun, revolver, pistol,
rifle, or shotgun, incapable of discharging bullets, cartridges, or other explosive charges.

Source: L. 2022: Entire section added, (HB 22-1168), ch. 115, p. 538, § 1, effective
August 10.

22-1-135. Terms and conditions in public school contracts - definitions. (1) As used
in this section:

(a) "Construction" means the process of building, altering, repairing, improving, or
demolishing any public structure or building or any other public improvements of any kind to
any real property that is owned or leased by a contracting entity or by a public school and is used
for the direct benefit of or in support of a public school.

(b) "Contractor" means any person having a contract with a public school contracting
entity. "Contractor" does not include an employee of a public school contracting entity or of a
public school to be directly benefited by or supported by a public school contract.

(c) "Public school contract" means any type of agreement, regardless of what it may be
called, entered into between a public school contracting entity and a contractor where the
principal purpose is to acquire supplies, services, or construction or to dispose of supplies for the
direct benefit of or in support of a public school; except that "public school contract" does not
include an agreement for the acquisition of professional services, as defined in section 24-30-
1402 (6).

(d) "Public school contracting entity" means an entity that is authorized to contract for
the direct benefit of or support of a public school and enters into a public school contract.
"Public school contracting entity" includes a school district and, to the extent authorized by law,
a public school, an administrative unit, as defined in section 22-20-103 (1), a participating
provider, as defined in section 22-82.9-301 (6), or any other entity that is authorized to contract
for the direct benefit of or support of a public school.

(2) (a) A term or condition in a public school contract is void ab initio if the term or
condition:

(I) Requires the public school contracting entity to indemnify or hold harmless another
person;

(IT) Specifies that the public school contracting entity agrees to binding arbitration or to
any other binding extra-judicial dispute resolution process;

(IIT) Specifies that the public school contracting entity agrees to limit liability of another
person for bodily injury, death, or damage to property of the public school contracting entity or a
public school directly benefited by or supported by the public school contract that is caused by
the negligence or willful misconduct of the person or of the person's employees or agents;

(IV) Purports to waive, alter, or limit the application of any provision of the "Colorado
Governmental Immunity Act", article 10 of title 24;

(V) Purports to waive, alter, or limit the application of the "Student Data Transparency
and Security Act", article 16 of this title 22, the provisions of sections 6-1-713 and 6-1-713.5
relating to protection and disposal of personal identifying information, the provisions of article
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73 of title 24 relating to security breaches and personal information, or, upon it taking effect on
July 1, 2023, the "Colorado Privacy Act", part 13 of article 1 of title 6; or

(VI) Conflicts with Colorado law or rules promulgated pursuant to Colorado law or
conflicts with any provision required to be included or deemed to be included in a public school
contract by subsection (2)(d) of this section as of the date the contract is executed.

(b) If a public school contract contains a term or condition that is void ab initio under
subsection (2)(a) of this section, the public school contract is otherwise enforceable as if it did
not contain the void term or condition.

(c) All public school contracts, except for contracts with another government, are
governed by Colorado law notwithstanding any contract term or condition to the contrary.

(d) A public school contract must include provisions, and if such provisions are omitted,
the contract is deemed to include provisions that:

(I) State that, subject to the requirements of section 24-91-103.6 pertaining to contracts
for the construction and design of public works projects, any and all contractual financial
obligations of the public school contracting entity that are payable after the current fiscal year
are contingent on money to pay the obligations being appropriated, budgeted, and otherwise
made available;

(I Require the contractor to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws,
rules, and regulations in effect when the contract is executed or thereafter established, including,
without limitation:

(A) Laws, rules, and regulations applicable to discrimination and unfair employment
practices; and

(B) Laws, rules, and regulations that require the protection of personal identifying
information, including student personal identifying information, as defined in section 22-16-103
(13), such as the federal "Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974", 20 U.S.C. sec.
1232g, the "Student Data Transparency and Security Act", article 16 of this title 22, the
provisions of sections 6-1-713 and 6-1-713.5 relating to protection and disposal of personal
identifying information, the provisions of article 73 of title 24 relating to security breaches and
personal information, or, upon it taking effect on July 1, 2023, the "Colorado Privacy Act", part
13 of article 1 of title 6; and

(C) Accessibility standards for an individual with a disability adopted by the office of
information technology pursuant to section 24-85-103.

(IT) Require the contractor to perform its duties as an independent contractor, to pay
when due all applicable employment taxes and income taxes for its employees incurred in the
performance of the contract, and to provide and keep in force workers' compensation and
unemployment compensation insurance in the amounts required by law; and

(IV) Require the contractor to indemnify, hold harmless, and assume liability on behalf
of the public school contracting entity, the public school, and the public school's employees and
agents, for all costs, expenses, claims, damages, liabilities, court awards, attorney fees and
related costs, and any other amounts incurred by a school district in relation to a contractor's
noncompliance with accessibility standards for an individual with a disability adopted by the
office of information technology pursuant to section 24-85-103.

(e) A public school contracting entity may require that the contractor's compliance with
accessibility standards for an individual with a disability adopted by the office of information
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technology pursuant to section 24-85-103 is determined and attested to by a qualified third party
selected by the public school contracting entity.

(3) (a) For contracts executed on or after July 1, 2023, when reviewing proposals
received and for selecting the entity to provide technology, in accordance with the procurement
laws applicable to the department, school district, or institute charter school, the department,
school district, or institute charter school may consider life-cycle cost.

(b) For the purpose of this subsection (3), unless the context otherwise requires:

(D "Life-cycle cost" means the purchase cost of technology minus the resale value at the
end of the technology's expected useful life, in addition to the maintenance incurred during the
technology's expected useful life.

(I) "Technology" means any device, computer, hardware, software, or related accessory.

Source: L. 2022: Entire section added, (HB 22-1252), ch. 87, p. 414, § 1, effective April
12. L. 2023: (3) added, (SB 23-287), ch. 189, p. 923, § 8§, effective May 15. L. 2024:
(2)(d)(IT)(B) amended, (HB 24-1450), ch. 490, p. 3413, § 31, effective August 7. L. 2025: (1)(d)
amended, (SB 25-300), ch. 428, p. 2447, § 22, effective August 6; IP(2)(d) and (2)(d)(III)
amended and (2)(d)(IT)(C), (2)(d)(IV), and (2)(e) added, (HB 25-1152), ch. 246, p. 1239, § 1,
effective August 6.

Editor's note: Section 3 of chapter 246 (HB 25-1152), Session Laws of Colorado 2025,
provides that the act changing this section applies to contracts or agreements entered into,
amended, or renewed on or after August 6, 2025.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in SB 23-287, see section 1 of chapter
189, Session Laws of Colorado 2023.

22-1-135.5. Nondisclosure agreements - protection of school district, board of
cooperative services, and public school employees - definitions. (1) (a) No school district,
board of cooperative services, public school, or any department, institution, or agency of a
school district, board of cooperative services, or public school shall make it a condition of
employment that an employee executes a contract or other form of agreement that prohibits,
prevents, or otherwise restricts the employee from disclosing factual circumstances concerning
the employee's employment with the school district, board of cooperative services, or public
school or any of its departments, institutions, or agencies unless the prohibition or restriction in
the contract or agreement is necessary to prevent disclosure of:

(I) The employee's identity, facts that might lead to the discovery of the employee's
identity, or factual circumstances relating to the employment that reasonably implicate legitimate
privacy interests of the employee who is a party to the agreement if the employee elects in the
employee's sole discretion to restrict disclosure of the employee's identity or such facts and
circumstances;

(I) Data; information, including personal identifying information, as defined in section
24-74-102 (1); or matters that are required to be kept confidential by federal law or regulations,
the state constitution, state law, state regulations, or state rules, or a court of law or as attorney-
client privileged communications, as privileged work product, as communications related to a
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threatened or pending legal or administrative action, or as materials related to personnel or
regulatory investigations by the employer;

(Il Trade secrets or other confidential or sensitive information provided to or made
accessible to the employee by a current or prospective contractor, vendor, grantee or as part of a
public-private partnership, or entity working with the state as part of an economic development
activity;

(IV) Information bearing on the specialized details of security arrangements or
investigations, including security arrangements for or investigations into elected officials or
other individuals, physical infrastructure, or cybersecurity;

(V) Information derived from communications of the employer related to threatened or
pending legal or administrative action;

(VD) Discussions that occur in an executive session authorized by section 24-6-402;

(VII) Trade secrets or information derived from trade secrets or proprietary information
of the employer;

(VIII) Information and records not subject to disclosure under the "Colorado Open
Records Act", part 2 of article 72 of title 24; or

(IX) Trade secrets owned by the employer.

(b) Any provision in any contract or agreement that violates subsection (1)(a) of this
section is deemed to be against public policy and is unenforceable against an employee unless
the provision is intended to prevent disclosure of:

(I) The employee's identity, facts that might lead to the discovery of the employee's
identity, or factual circumstances relating to the employment that reasonably implicate legitimate
privacy interests of the employee who is a party to the agreement if the employee elects in the
employee's sole discretion to restrict disclosure of the employee's identity or such facts and
circumstances;

(ID Data; information, including personal identifying information, as defined in section
24-74-102 (1); or matters that are required to be kept confidential by federal law or regulations,
the state constitution, state law, state regulations, or state rules, or a court of law or as attorney-
client privileged communications, as privileged work product, as communications related to a
threatened or pending legal or administrative action, or as materials related to personnel or
regulatory investigations by the employer;

(IT) Trade secrets or other confidential or sensitive information provided to or made
accessible to the employee by a current or prospective contractor, vendor, grantee or as part of a
public-private partnership, or entity working with the state as part of an economic development
activity;

(IV) Information bearing on the specialized details of security arrangements or
investigations, including for elected officials or other individuals, physical infrastructure, or
cybersecurity;

(V) Information derived from communications of the employer related to threatened or
pending legal or administrative action;

(VI) Discussions that occur in an executive session authorized by section 24-6-402;

(VII) Trade secrets or information derived from trade secrets or proprietary information
of the employer;

(VIII) Information and records not subject to disclosure under the "Colorado Open
Records Act", part 2 of article 72 of title 24; or
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(IX) Trade secrets owned by the employer.

(2) (a) No school district, board of cooperative services, public school, or department,
institution, or agency of a school district, a board of cooperative services, or a public school shall
take any materially adverse employment-related action, including, without limitation,
withdrawal of an offer of employment, discharge, suspension, demotion, discrimination in the
terms, conditions, or privileges of employment, or other adverse action against an employee on
the grounds that the employee does not enter into a contract or agreement deemed to be against
public policy and unenforceable under subsection (1)(b) of this section. The taking of such a
materially adverse employment-related action after an employee has refused to enter into such a
contract or agreement is prima facie evidence of retaliation.

(b) Any employer who enforces or attempts to enforce a provision deemed by a court to
be against public policy and unenforceable pursuant to subsection (1) of this section is liable for
the employee's reasonable attorney fees and costs in defending against the action.

(c) An action to enforce a provision of this section must be brought in the district court
for the district in which the employee is primarily employed.

(3) A settlement agreement between an employer that is a school district, board of
cooperative services, or public school or a department, institution, or agency of a school district,
a board of cooperative services, or a public school and an employee of the employer must be
signed by both the employer and the employee.

(4) A nondisclosure agreement may not prohibit the release of information required to be
released under the "Colorado Open Records Act", part 2 of article 72 of title 24.

(5) Nothing in this section prevents an employer from requiring an employee to enter
into a nondisclosure agreement with a third party in the employee's official capacity and on
behalf of the employer.

(6) Asused in this section:

(a) "Condition of employment" means an employment-related policy, practice,
requirement, or restriction dictated by an employer that an individual must agree to abide by in
order to be hired by or retain employment with the employer.

(b) "Employee" means an applicant for employment with, or current or past employee
of, a school district, board of cooperative services, or public school or a department, institution,
or agency of a school district, board of cooperative services, or public school.

Source: L. 2023: Entire section added, (SB 23-053), ch. 320, p. 1929, § 2, effective
August 7.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in SB 23-053, see section 1 of chapter
320, Session Laws of Colorado 2023.

22-1-136.  Student identification cards - information required. Each student
identification card issued to a public school student must contain information on the 988 crisis
hotline, operated pursuant to section 27-64-103, and the safe2tell program created in section 24-
31-606. The public school may also include information regarding other available crisis services
on the identification card. If a public school does not issue student identification cards, the public
school shall display the materials described in section 27-60-104 (10) at the school and send
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information related to Colorado crisis services to parents or guardians at the beginning of each
school year.

Source: L. 2022: Entire section added, (HB 22-1052), ch. 453, p. 3255, § 1, effective
June 8. L. 2025: Entire section amended, (SB 25-236), ch. 140, p. 529, § 1, effective July 1.

22-1-137. Title IX regulation study - definitions - repeal. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2022: Entire section added, (SB 22-207), ch. 424, p. 3012, § 1, effective June

Editor's note: Subsection (3) provided for the repeal of this section, effective July 1,
2023. (See L. 2022, p. 3012.)

22-1-138. Information collected and posted on department website. On or before
August 31, 2023, the department of education shall standardize the reporting method that school
districts, including charter schools of a school district and institute charter schools, use to collect
and report data concerning suspensions and expulsions, arrests and referrals, chronic
absenteeism, incidents of violence, and harassment and bullying, and the safe school reporting
requirements set forth in section 22-32-109.1. In making its determination regarding the
standardization, the department of education shall consult with school districts and school
administrators, school board members, teachers, law enforcement representatives, school
resource officers, K-12 advocates, and other relevant stakeholders. In making its determination,
the department of education shall ensure all student-level data is kept confidential and reporting
complies with the "Colorado Privacy Act", established pursuant to part 13 of article 1 of title 6,
the federal "Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974", 20 U.S.C. sec. 1232g, and the
"Student Data Transparency and Security Act", created pursuant to article 16 of this title 22,
which must include the application of data suppression policies to avoid the re-identification of
any individual in any public reports. As part of the process, the department of education may
consider whether to adopt new reporting categories or require additional or different data to be
collected to improve accuracy, consistency, and quality of data.

Source: L. 2022: Entire section added, (HB 22-1376), ch. 243, p. 1797, § 1, effective
May 26.

22-1-139. Accessible district profile reports - school climate reports and surveys -
reporting - definition. (1) (a) On or before August 31, 2024, the department of education shall
work to develop easily accessible, user-friendly profile reports for each school district and the
charter school institute. The reports must be made easily accessible to the general public through
a link on the department of education's website; updated annually; and disaggregated by gender,
grade level, ethnicity, disability, English language learner status, free and reduced-price lunch
status, and homeless status to the maximum extent possible in compliance with the "Colorado
Privacy Act", established pursuant to part 13 of article 1 of title 6, the federal "Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Rights Act of 1974", 20 U.S.C. sec. 1232g, and the "Student
Data Transparency and Security Act" created pursuant to article 16 of this title 22. To prepare
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the profile reports, the department of education shall collect the individual student data described
in subsection (1)(b) of this section. The department of education shall maintain strict standards
for student data privacy, comply with standards for reporting data for a student with an
accommodation pursuant to section 504 of the federal "Rehabilitation Act of 1973", 29 U.S.C.
sec. 701 et seq., as amended, and its implementing regulations, or a student with an
individualized education plan, and shall not publicly report individual student data for any
purpose, including as part of the district profile reports.

(b) The profile reports must include, but are not limited to:

(I) Chronic absenteeism rates;

(I) The number of in-school and out-of-school suspensions;

(IT) The number of expulsions;

(IV) The number of students handcuffed;

(V) The number of referrals to law enforcement. As used in this section, "referrals to law
enforcement” means when a school employee proactively calls, summons, or requests a law
enforcement official, including a school resource officer, to:

(A) Respond to an incident on school grounds involving a possible violation of local,
state, or federal law;

(B) Engage with a student or third party on school grounds who is creating a potentially
dangerous situation; or

(C) Enforce a local, state, or federal rule, regulation, or law on school grounds, in a
school vehicle, or at a school activity or school-sanctioned event;

(VD) The number of school-related arrests, including an arrest that occurs on school
grounds, in a school vehicle, or at a school activity or school-sanctioned event;

(VII) The number of students restrained; and

(VIII) The number of students placed in seclusion.

(2) (a) The district profiles must include data collected pursuant to section 22-2-112
()(u)(I) and any other existing district-level measures that the department of education
determines relevant and related to school climate. In developing the profiles, the department of
education shall consult with stakeholders, including members of the state advisory council for
parent involvement in education, created in section 22-7-303; members of the Colorado special
education advisory committee appointed pursuant to section 22-20-104 (2)(a); stakeholders who
represent the disability community; K-12 advocates and students; and representatives of
associations representing school executives, school boards, special education directors, charter
schools, and teachers.

(b) The department of education may consult with state and national organizations or
other states with expertise in measuring and improving students' experiences at school. By
December 31, 2023, the department of education may make recommendations to the state board
of education and the general assembly for additional indicators to consider for inclusion in the
district profile report, including, but not limited to, measures of student engagement, students'
emotional and physical safety and sense of belonging, and teachers' perspectives of learning
conditions. Recommendations may also leverage information learned from pilot and grant
programs related to improving students' experiences in school.

(3) Beginning in the 2023-24 school year, the department of education shall annually
collect information concerning school climate surveys administered to students or families, or
school climate tools utilized by schools and school districts, including which survey or tool is
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used, if any, and how the results of such surveys are made publicly accessible, if at all. The
department of education shall include this information in the district profile reports.

Source: L. 2022: Entire section added, (HB 22-1376), ch. 243, p. 1798, § 1, effective
May 26. L. 2025: (1)(b)(VIl) amended, (HB 25-1248), ch. 251, p. 1259, § 2, effective May 24.

22-1-140. Corporal punishment prohibited - definition. (1) A person employed by or
volunteering in a public school, as defined in section 22-1-101, shall not impose corporal
punishment on a child.

(2) (a) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires, "corporal
punishment" means the willful infliction of, or willfully causing the infliction of, physical pain
on a child.

(b) "Corporal punishment" does not include:

(I) An amount of force that is reasonable and necessary to quell a disturbance that
threatens physical injury to persons or damage to property, necessary for purposes of self-
defense, or used to obtain possession of a weapon or other dangerous object within the control of
a child; or

(I Physical pain or discomfort caused by athletic competition or other similar physical
activity in which a child is voluntarily engaged.

Source: L. 2023: Entire section added, (HB 23-1191), ch. 93, p. 349, § 2, effective April
20.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 23-1191, see section 1 of chapter
93, Session Laws of Colorado 2023.

22-1-141. Legal representation - due process complaints - appointments - report -
definitions - repeal. (1) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Administrative unit" has the same meaning set forth in section 22-20-103.

(b) "Colorado nonprofit legal organization" or "nonprofit organization" means a
Colorado nonprofit legal organization that focuses on special education law, provides affordable
legal services, and operates pursuant to section 501 (c)(3) of the federal "Internal Revenue Code
of 1986", 26 U.S.C. sec. 501, as amended.

(c) "Department" means the department of education created in section 24-1-115.

(d) "Parent" means a parent, guardian, or legal custodian of, or entity with educational
decision-making authority for, a student with a disability or a student who may be eligible for
special education services.

(e) "Procedural safeguard notice" means the required notice provided to parents
containing an explanation of the available procedural safeguards pursuant to the federal
"Individuals with Disabilities Education Act", 20 U.S.C. sec. 1400 et seq., as amended, and
federal department of education regulations.

(f) "State-operated program" has the same meaning set forth in section 22-20-103.

(g) "Student with disabilities" has the same meaning as "children with disabilities" set
forth in section 22-20-103.
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(2) On or before August 1, 2023, the department shall enter into a service agreement
with a nonprofit organization to create and maintain a list of attorneys qualified to represent a
parent in a due process complaint filed by an administrative unit or state-operated program
pursuant to section 22-20-108 (3) concerning issues disputed in a state complaint in which the
parent prevailed. The service agreement is for five years. The nonprofit organization may
consider an attorney to be qualified if the attorney demonstrates a history of practice in special
education law. The nonprofit organization shall update the list on an annual basis.

(3) A parent described in subsection (2) of this section may contact the nonprofit
organization for an attorney appointment. The nonprofit organization shall appoint an attorney
from the list of attorneys described in subsection (2) of this section to represent the parent in a
due process complaint that an administrative unit or a state-operated program files pursuant to
section 22-20-108 (3) concerning issues disputed in a state complaint in which the parent
prevailed. The nonprofit organization shall rotate the attorneys on the list to distribute due
process complaint cases evenly among the attorneys on the list.

(4) (a) The department shall annually provide the nonprofit organization twenty
thousand dollars to pay attorneys appointed pursuant to subsection (3) of this section and to
create, maintain, and administer the list of attorneys pursuant to subsection (2) of this section.
The nonprofit organization may retain unspent money at the end of a budget year.

(b) If there is any unspent money at the end of the five-year service agreement, the
nonprofit organization shall return the unspent money to the department. The department shall
transmit all money received from the nonprofit organization to the state treasurer, who shall
credit the money to the general fund.

(5) The department shall include information regarding the appointment of attorneys
described in subsection (3) of this section in the procedural safeguard notice, in materials
distributed to parents describing due process complaint procedures, and following a decision the
department renders concerning a dispute pursuant to section 22-20-108 (3). The department shall
prominently display the nonprofit organization's website on the department's website.

(6) On or before September 1, 2024, and each September 1 thereafter through September
1, 2028, the nonprofit organization shall report to the department the following:

(a) The number of attorneys appointed to parents in due process complaint procedures
pursuant to section 22-20-108 (3);

(b) The costs associated with each due process complaint case; and

(c) The amount of unspent money the nonprofit organization retains at the end of the
budget year.

(7) This section is repealed, effective July 1, 2029.

Source: L. 2023: Entire section added, (HB 23-1168), ch. 272, p. 1615, § 1, effective
May 25.

22-1-142. Tribal regalia at school graduation ceremonies - definitions. (1) As used
in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Graduation attire" means attire that a school or school district requires a student to
wear as part of the dress code for a graduation ceremony.

(b) "Qualifying student" means a student who is a descendant of people who were living
in North America prior to the time people from Europe began settling in North America, is an

Colorado Revised Statutes 2025 Page 59 of 1467 Uncertified Printout



enrolled member of a federally recognized or state-recognized Indian tribe, or is a lineal
descendant of a tribally enrolled parent or grandparent.

(c) "Tribal regalia" means a tribe's traditional dress or recognized objects of religious or
cultural significance and includes the following items of cultural significance:

(I) Tribal symbols;

(II) Beads; and

(II) Feathers, in line with the federal "Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918".

(d) "Tribe" means a tribe, band, nation, or Alaskan Native village that is recognized by
federal law or that a state formally acknowledges.

(2) A qualifying student may wear tribal regalia during a graduation ceremony; except
that a qualifying student who is not an enrolled member of a tribe shall not wear eagle feathers.
Wearing tribal regalia includes decorating graduation attire with tribal regalia; except that a
qualifying student who is not an enrolled member of a tribe shall not decorate with eagle
feathers.

(3) () An immediate family member of a qualifying student may wear and display tribal
regalia during the qualifying student's graduation ceremony if the immediate family member is:

(I) An enrolled member of a tribe;

(II) Eligible to be enrolled as a member of a tribe; or

(II) A lineal descendant of a tribally enrolled parent or grandparent.

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (3)(a) of this section, an immediate family member who
is not an enrolled member of a tribe shall not wear eagle feathers.

(4) A school or school district shall not prohibit a qualifying student or the qualifying
student's immediate family from wearing and displaying tribal regalia at a graduation ceremony.

(5) This section applies to all public school graduations, including, but not limited to,
kindergarten, middle school, junior high school, and high school graduations.

Source: L. 2023: Entire section added, (SB 23-202), ch. 149, p. 632, § 1, effective May

22-1-142.5. Wearing cultural or religious objects at public school graduation
ceremonies - definitions. (1) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Adornment" means something attached to, or worn with, but not replacing or
covering in its entirety, graduation attire, and is not limited to decorating graduation caps.

(b) "Cultural" means a recognized practice or tradition of a certain group of people and
includes only a protected class based on disability, race, ethnicity, creed, color, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, gender expression, family composition, religion, age, national
origin, or ancestry. "Cultural" does not include objects related to tribal regalia as defined in
section 22-1-142, incitement, defamation, fraud, obscenity, child pornography, fighting words,
and threats.

(c) "Graduation attire" means attire that a public school, school district, charter school
institute, or board of cooperative services requires a student to wear as part of the dress code for
a graduation ceremony.

(d) "Public school" means a school, including a district charter school, of a school
district; a school operated by a board of cooperative services; an institute charter school; or the
Colorado school for the deaf and the blind.
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(e) "Student" means an individual participating in the graduation ceremony as a
graduate.

(2) A student may wear recognized objects of cultural or religious significance as an
adornment during the student's graduation ceremony. An adornment worn by a student must
comply with the public school's, school district's, charter school institute's, or board of
cooperative services' dress code policy, as long as the dress code policy does not infringe upon a
student's gender expression, as defined in section 24-34-301, gender identity, religion, or culture.

(3) A public school, school district, charter school institute, or board of cooperative
services shall not impose restrictions on what a student may wear under the student's required
graduation attire beyond what is required by a public school's, school district's, charter school
institute's, or board of cooperative services' dress code policy, as long as the dress code policy
does not infringe upon a student's gender expression, as defined in section 24-34-301, gender
identity, religion, or culture.

(4) (a) This section does not limit a public school's, school district's, charter school
institute's, or board of cooperative services' ability to prohibit an adornment that is likely to
cause substantial disruption of, or material interference with, the graduation ceremony.

(b) A prohibition imposed by a public school, school district, charter school institute, or
board of cooperative services pursuant to subsection (4)(a) of this section must be:

(I) Based on evidence of disruption rather than relying on an undifferentiated fear or
apprehension of disturbance; and

(IT) By the least restrictive means necessary.

(5) On or before the start of the 2024-25 school year, a public school, school district,
charter school institute, or board of cooperative services shall develop and adopt a policy that
aligns with the requirements of this section.

(6) This section applies to all public school graduations, including, but not limited to,
kindergarten, elementary school, middle school, junior high school, and high school graduations.

(7) This section does not limit the rights of certain individuals to wear tribal regalia to a
public school graduation, as described in section 22-1-142.

Source: L. 2024: Entire section added, (HB 24-1323), ch. 419, p. 2859, § 1, effective
June 5.

22-1-143. Harassment or discrimination - policy required - training and notification
- legislative declaration - definitions. (1) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise
requires:

(a) "Contractor" means a person who has direct contact with or supervision over students
pursuant to a contract with a school or local education provider.

(b) "Complainant" means a person who is subject to, and files a report of, alleged
misconduct or discrimination pursuant to a local education provider's policy.

(b.5) "Department" means the department of education created in section 24-1-115.

(c) "Employee" means any employee of the public school or school district, including
teachers, teacher aides, bus drivers, cafeteria workers, custodial staff, athletic staff,
administrative and clerical staff, school medical staff and security staff, and contractors.

(d) () "Harassment or discrimination" means to engage in, or the act of engaging in, any
unwelcome physical or verbal conduct or any written, pictorial, or visual communication by a
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student or employee that is directed at a student or group of students because of that student's or
group's membership in, or perceived membership in, a protected class based on disability, race,
creed, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, family composition,
religion, age, national origin, or ancestry, which conduct or communication is objectively
offensive to a reasonable individual who is a member of the same protected class. The conduct
or communication need not be severe or pervasive to constitute harassment or discrimination and
constitutes harassment or discrimination if:

(A) Submission to the conduct or communication is explicitly or implicitly made a term
or condition of the individual's access to an educational service, opportunity, or benefit;

(B) Submission to, objection to, or rejection of the conduct or communication is used or
explicitly or implicitly threatened to be used as a basis for educational decisions affecting the
individual; or

(C) The conduct or communication has the purpose or effect of unreasonably interfering
with the individual's access to their educational service, opportunity, or benefit or creating an
intimidating, hostile, or offensive educational environment.

(I)  Petty slights, minor annoyances, and lack of good manners do not constitute
harassment or discrimination unless the slights, annoyances, or lack of manners, when taken in
combination and under the totality of the circumstances, meet the standard set forth in subsection
(1)(d)(I) of this section.

(IT) Whether conduct constitutes harassment or discrimination is judged under the
totality of the circumstances, which may include, but is not limited to:

(A) The frequency of the conduct or communication, recognizing that a single incident
may rise to the level of harassment or discrimination;

(B) The number of individuals engaged in the conduct or communication;

(C) The type or nature of the conduct or communication;

(D) The duration of the conduct or communication;

(E) The location where the conduct or communication occurred;

(F) Whether the conduct or communication is threatening;

(G) Whether any power differential exists between the individual alleged to have
engaged in harassment or discrimination and the individual alleging the harassment or
discrimination;

(H) Any use of epithets, slurs, or other conduct or communication that is humiliating or
degrading;

() Whether the conduct or communication reflects stereotypes about an individual or
group of individuals in a protected class; or

(J) Whether the conduct includes an act of physical violence.

(IV) Harassment or discrimination includes the knowing or intentional use of a name
other than a student's chosen name, as defined in section 22-1-145 (1).

(e) "Local education provider" means a school district, a charter school authorized by a
school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of this title 22, a charter school authorized by the
state charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title 22, or a board of
cooperative services created and operating pursuant to article 5 of this title 22 that operates one
or more public schools.

(e.5) "Office of school safety" means the office of school safety created in section 24-
33.5-2702.
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(f) "Policy" means the policy adopted by a local education provider as required in
subsection (3) of this section.

(g) "Public school" means an elementary school, middle school, junior high school, high
school, or district charter school of a school district that enrolls students in any of grades
kindergarten through twelve or an institute charter school that enrolls students in any of grades
kindergarten through twelve.

(h) "Respondent" means the individual who has been reported to be the perpetrator of
alleged harassment or discrimination.

(1) "Title IX" means Title IX of the federal "Education Amendments of 1972", 20 U.S.C.
secs. 1681 et seq., as amended.

(2) (a) A public school shall accept formal reports of harassment or discrimination in
writing or in person; by phone, email, or online form.

(b) A report of harassment or discrimination received by a public school is confidential
and employees shall keep information learned during an investigation of harassment or
discrimination confidential to the extent practicable. Nothing in this section prevents employees
from reporting known or suspected child abuse or neglect as required pursuant to section 19-3-
304 or reporting any other criminal activity to law enforcement. Nothing in this section prohibits
a public school or a local education provider from providing records to law enforcement, the
department of human services, or a district attorney for the investigation or prosecution of any
crime.

(c) Each public school shall post notices in multiple places in the school, written in
simple and age-appropriate language, describing how and to whom a student can report
harassment or discrimination to the school. The notices must be conspicuously posted in easily
accessible and well-lit places customarily frequented by students and employees.

(d) Each local education provider shall adopt procedures for investigating reports of
harassment or discrimination, which must be fair, impartial, and prompt, and must:

(I) Require a public school to make a good faith effort to complete an investigation and
make any findings within sixty days after the report, without infringing upon the rights enshrined
in federal and state law of the complainant or the respondent; except that the public school may
extend the sixty-day deadline for up to thirty additional days for good cause with prior written
notice to the complainant and to the respondent of the delay and the reason for the delay or may
extend the deadline at the request of a law enforcement agency;

(IT) Include preponderance of the evidence as the evidentiary standard, notwithstanding
any other evidentiary standard in any other policy of the local education provider;

(IM) Specify that all questions related to the investigation be directed to the individual
conducting the investigation, or the individual's designee, and that the individual or designee
conducting the investigation shall consider patterns of misconduct as relevant evidence;

(IV) Provide the parties with the same opportunity to have an advisor or other person
present during any part of the investigative process;

(V) Provide written updates about the status of an investigation or proceeding to the
parties and the parties' parents or legal guardians at each stage of the investigation or proceeding,
but at least every fifteen business days;

(VI) Provide for concurrent notification to the parties of the outcome of the investigation
and any findings; and
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(VII) Prohibit retaliation against a student who makes a report, or participates in an
investigation into a report made, pursuant to this section. Charges against a student for code of
conduct violations related to the incident for the purpose of punishing a student for making a
report or otherwise interfering with any right or privilege secured by this section constitutes
retaliation.

(e) Each local education provider shall retain the records of a harassment or
discrimination report for seven years. The record of a report includes any accommodations or
supportive measures taken in response to a report or formal complaint of harassment or
discrimination and documentation of the basis for the local education provider's action and
response.

(f) A public school shall grant an excused absence to a student who has experienced
harassment or discrimination for any time the student is out of school because of a therapy,
medical, legal, or victim services appointment related to the harassment or discrimination.

(g) (I) A public school shall offer accommodations and supportive measures to a student
experiencing harassment or discrimination that are designed to protect the safety of all students
and that preserve and restore equal access to education for the student. Accommodations and
supportive measures may include, but are not limited to, counseling, extensions of deadlines or
other course-related adjustments, extra time for homework or tests, the opportunity to resubmit
homework or retake a test, remedying an impacted grade, excused absences, the opportunity for
home instruction, modifications to class schedules, and restrictions on contact between the
parties to a report of harassment or discrimination.

(ID A public school shall provide supportive measures required pursuant to Title IX, and
may provide any other supportive measures as soon as it receives a report of harassment or
discrimination.

(IT) A public school shall not require a formal report or finding of harassment or
discrimination before providing supportive measures.

(3) (a) On or before July 1, 2024, each local education provider shall adopt a written
policy that protects students experiencing harassment or discrimination. The policy adopted
pursuant to this subsection (3) is separate from and in addition to any policy a public school or
local education provider must adopt pursuant to Title IX. Each local education provider shall
periodically review and update the policy.

(b) The policy must be written in plain language and include the following:

(I) Information on all reporting options available to a student;

(I) The name and contact information for the person designated to receive reports of
harassment or discrimination, who may be the Title IX coordinator or serve in an equivalent
position in the school;

(I An explanation of the school's role in responding to reports of harassment or
discrimination, preventing recurrence of harassment or discrimination, and remedying effects of
the harassment or discrimination;

(IV) The contact information for resources for victims of violence, including a local,
state, or national twenty-four-hour helpline for domestic violence and sexual violence support;

(V) The protocol for employees to respond to reports of harassment or discrimination,
including:
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(A) The procedures adopted pursuant to subsection (2)(d) of this section for
investigating reports of harassment or discrimination and making findings that are fair, impartial,
and prompt; and

(B) Prohibiting reliance solely on a criminal investigation by a law enforcement agency
in lieu of responding to a report of harassment or discrimination promptly and effectively;

(VI) A prohibition on a school using a student report of harassment or discrimination,
whether verbal or in writing, or information revealed in any investigation or disciplinary
proceedings of the report, as the basis for, or a consideration in, investigating or exacting any
disciplinary response for a school violation by the reporting student or complainant related to the
reported incident for any of the following: Engaging in reasonable self-defense against the
respondent, consensual sexual activity, drug use, alcohol use, late arrival, truancy, unauthorized
access to facilities, talking publicly about the reported harassment or discrimination, or
expressing a trauma symptom; except that nothing in this section prohibits a school or local
education provider from disciplining a student who knowingly makes a false report of
harassment or discrimination, or disciplining a student when necessary to ensure the safety of
any student or employee. A finding of no harassment or discrimination does not itself constitute
a false report.

(VII) Information about available accommodations and supportive measures described
in subsection (2)(g) of this section, including information about how a student can request
supportive measures and an explanation of additional accommodations available for students
with disabilities.

(c) Each public school shall make the policy available to students, students' parents and
legal guardians, and employees by:

(I) Prominently displaying the policy on the home page of its website;

(IT) Annually distributing the policy through electronic means to parents and legal
guardians of students enrolled at the public school and separately to students enrolled in sixth
through twelfth grade. The copy of the policy distributed pursuant to this subsection (3)(c)(II)
must be distributed separately from any other document.

(I Providing a physical copy of the policy to each incoming student and the parent or
legal guardian of each incoming student, upon request; and

(IV) Annually distributing the policy to employees.

(d) A policy distributed to a student, parent, legal guardian, or employee, whether a
physical or electronic copy, must be available in English and, upon request, in Spanish. The
policy posted on the website must be in English and a school may also post the policy in
Spanish.

(4) Beginning with the training conducted for employees for the 2025-26 school year,
but beginning no later than December 31, 2025, each public school shall provide training to all
employees about harassment and discrimination. Each new employee of a public school shall
complete training upon hiring and at least every three years thereafter; except that an employee
shall complete training when transferring from a position working with elementary school-aged
students to a position working with secondary school-aged students, or transferring from a
position working with secondary school-aged students to a position working with elementary
school-aged students. The training must be provided during the employee's normal working
hours. Training provided on and after August 1, 2025, must be consistent with the best practices
developed pursuant to subsection (8) of this section. A public school may use the training
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developed and made available to schools pursuant to subsection (8)(h) of this section. The
training must include, at a minimum, instruction on the following:

(a) Recognizing harassment or discrimination, including indicators of grooming and
child sexual abuse, and distinguishing harassment and discrimination from bullying;

(b) The appropriate immediate response when harassment or discrimination is reported
to or witnessed by an employee;

(c) Reporting harassment or discrimination to the public school or school district; and

(d) If the employee has direct supervision of students, the following:

(I)  The public school's procedure for responding to allegations of harassment or
discrimination;

(I) The difference between the public school's harassment or discrimination policy
adopted pursuant to this section; obligations required by federal law in Title IX; section 504 of
the federal "Rehabilitation Act of 1973", 29 U.S.C. sec. 701 et seq.; Title VI of the federal "Civil
Rights Act of 1964", 42 U.S.C. sec. 2000d et seq.; and Title VII of the federal "Civil Rights Act
of 1964", 42 U.S.C. sec. 2000e et seq.; and mandatory reporting requirements in state law;

(IIT) Best practices for avoiding victim-blaming; the effect of trauma on victims of
harassment or discrimination; communicating with victims sensitively, compassionately, and in
a gender-inclusive and culturally responsive manner; and the impact of harassment or
discrimination on students with disabilities; and

(IV) The types of supportive measures available to students and the provision of
effective academic, mental health, and safety accommodations for students who report
harassment or discrimination.

(4.2) The training for employees who have direct supervision of students described in
subsection (4)(d) of this section must include instruction that is specific based on whether the
employee is supervising elementary school-aged students or secondary school-aged students.

(5) (a) On or before July 1, 2025, and on or before July 1 of each year thereafter, each
public school of a school district shall report to the school district, and each institute charter
school shall report to the state charter school institute, the following information, aggregated and
without personally identifiable information about the parties, from the prior twelve months:

() The number of formal harassment or discrimination reports received by the school
and the type of bias reported when harassment or discrimination was found; and

(II) The time to complete each investigation and to make findings related to each report.

(b) On or before August 1, 2025, and on or before August 1 of each year thereafter, the
state charter school institute and each school district shall report to the department of education
the information it received from each school pursuant to subsection (5)(a) of this section.

(c) On or before October 1, 2025, and on or before October 1 of each year thereafter, the
department shall report the information received pursuant to this section to the sexual
misconduct advisory committee created in section 23-5-147.

(6) (a) This section does not authorize a public school or local education provider, or the
charter school institute, to violate any federal law, regulation, or guideline, including Title IX;
section 504 of the federal "Rehabilitation Act of 1973", 29 U.S.C. sec. 701 et seq.; and Title VI
of the federal "Civil Rights Act of 1964", 42 U.S.C. sec. 2000d et seq., in carrying out the duties
described in this section. If this section conflicts with Title IX, section 504 of the federal
"Rehabilitation Act of 1973", or Title VI of the federal "Civil Rights Act of 1964", the applicable
federal law prevails.

Colorado Revised Statutes 2025 Page 66 of 1467 Uncertified Printout



(b) If a person files a complaint alleging conduct or communication that is governed by
federal law and this section, both the federal law and this section apply and the school or local
education provider shall concurrently evaluate the complaint pursuant to federal law and the
procedures and policies required by this section.

(7) A complaint that is unsubstantiated is confidential and not subject to disclosure
pursuant to the "Colorado Open Records Act", part 2 of article 72 of title 24, and must not serve
as a basis for discipline, dismissal, termination, or any employment reference or licensing action
unless the conduct establishes a pattern of the same or similar behavior.

(8) (a) The department shall enter into an agreement with an organization to develop best
practices for local education providers, including public schools, to effectively respond to reports
of harassment or discrimination.

(b) The department shall convene an evaluation committee to select the organization.
The commissioner of education shall determine the composition of the committee; except that
the evaluation committee must include:

(I) Two representatives who each represent a school district, one of whom represents a
rural school district, appointed by the commissioner of education;

(I) Two persons who represent an organization that advocates for students who face
harassment or discrimination, appointed by the commissioner of education;

(I Two persons with lived experience of having faced harassment or discrimination,
appointed by the commissioner of education;

(IV) Two students who are in grades seven through twelve, one of whom attends school
in a rural school district, appointed by the commissioner of education; and

(V) Two representatives from the office of school safety, appointed by the director of the
office of school safety.

(c) The organization selected pursuant to this subsection (8) must have experience in K-
12 education, have expertise in trauma-informed responses to harassment or discrimination for
K-12-aged students, and have expertise in the minimum training topics set forth in subsection (4)
of this section.

(d) The selected organization shall develop best practices for the following:

(I) Notifications by schools and local education providers to students and parents of
harassment or discrimination policies and procedures;

(ID How employees accept and respond to reports of harassment or discrimination;

(Il Implementing trauma-informed responses to students; and

(IV) Training for employees about their responsibilities when responding to harassment
or discrimination, including distinguishing between bullying and harassment or discrimination,
when possible.

(e) The best practices developed pursuant to this subsection (8) must be aligned with the
goal of a local education provider or school conducting effective and impartial investigations of
reports of harassment or discrimination and comply with the requirements for the training
described in subsection (4) of this section.

(f) When developing the best practices described in subsection (8)(d) of this section, the
selected organization shall evaluate a sample of school harassment or discrimination policies
adopted by various schools nationwide and solicit and consider input from schools and local
education providers statewide; the department; and the office of school safety. The selected
organization shall also consider the resources of rural schools and local education providers.
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Upon request of the organization, the department shall assist the organization in soliciting
feedback from schools and local education providers.

(g) () On or before December 31, 2024, the organization shall submit a report to the
department, the office of school safety, and the house of representatives education committee
and the senate education committee, or their successor committees. The report must include an
explanation of the best practices developed pursuant to subsection (8)(d) of this section and any
other relevant recommendations of the organization. The department shall post the report on its
website and provide the report to each local education provider.

(I) The department shall include, as part of its presentation during its "SMART Act"
hearing required by section 2-7-203 that occurs during the 2025 regular legislative session,
information concerning the organization's report.

(h) The organization shall develop a harassment or discrimination training program for
use by schools. The training program must be consistent with the best practices developed by the
organization pursuant to this subsection (8) and comply with the requirements for the training
described in subsection (4) of this section. On or before April 1, 2025, the organization shall
provide the training program materials to the department. The department shall make the training
program materials available to public schools at no cost to the school.

(1) The general assembly finds and declares that for the purposes of section 17 of article
IX of the state constitution, developing best practices to effectively respond to reports of
harassment or discrimination, as described in this subsection (8), improves student safety and
may therefore receive funding from the state education fund created in section 17 (4) of article
IX of the state constitution.

() The department shall not use more than ten percent of the money appropriated to
develop best practices to effectively respond to reports of harassment or discrimination, as
described in this subsection (8), for the administrative costs incurred related to developing the
best practices.

Source: L. 2023: Entire section added, (SB 23-296), ch. 390, p. 2337, § 2, effective
August 7. L. 2024: (1)(d)(IV) added, (HB 24-1039), ch. 127, p. 425, § 2, effective April 29;
(1)(b.5), (1)(e.5), (4.2), and (8) added and IP(4) and (4)(a) amended, (SB 24-162), ch. 446, p.
3117, § 1, effective June 6.

22-1-144. Purple star school program - creation - rules - definitions. (1) As used in
this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Board of cooperative services" or "BOCES" means a board of cooperative services
created and operating pursuant to article 5 of this title 22.

(b) "Department" means the department of education created in section 24-1-115.

(c) "Military-connected student" means a student enrolled in a school of a school district,
district charter school, institute charter school, or BOCES who is a dependent of a:

(I) Current or former member of the United States military;

(IT) United States department of defense active-duty service member;

(IIT) Colorado National Guard member;

(IV) United States military reserves member; or

(V) Member of the United States military, Colorado National Guard, or United States
military reserves killed in the line of duty.

Colorado Revised Statutes 2025 Page 68 of 1467 Uncertified Printout



(d) "Public school" means a school of a school district, a charter school authorized by a
school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of this title 22, a charter school authorized by the
state charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title 22, or a BOCES.

(e) "Purple star school program" or "program" means the purple star school program
created in subsection (2) of this section.

(2) (a) The purple star school program is created in the department. The purpose of the
program is to designate as purple star schools public schools that provide services and supports
to military-connected students and their families to mitigate academic and social-emotional
challenges related to frequent moves, new schools, parental deployments, and different social
circles and experiences.

(b) The department shall create:

(I) An application for a public school to apply for a purple star school designation;

(I) A rubric to measure whether a public school qualifies for a purple star school
designation, which must identify:

(A) The required program implementation steps that correspond to subsection (3) of this
section; and

(B) Evaluation criteria to provide feedback to a public school on the public school's
readiness to implement the program; and

(IT) A timeline for a public school to apply for and to renew the purple star school
designation.

(c) The department shall designate a public school as a purple star school if the public
school applies and qualifies for the designation pursuant to the rubric described in subsection
(2)(b)(IT) of this section.

(3) (a) To qualify as a purple star school, a public school shall:

(I) Designate a staff member as a military liaison, who shall perform the following
duties:

(A) Identify military-connected students enrolled at the public school;

(B) Serve as the point of contact between the public school campus and military-
connected students and their families;

(C) Determine appropriate school services available to military-connected students; and

(D) Determine whether military-connected students have access to the appropriate
counseling services, mentorship services, volunteer opportunities, and student support services;

(IT) Create and maintain on the public school's website an accessible web page that
includes resources for military-connected students and their families, including the following
information:

(A) How to relocate to, enroll in, register for, and transfer records to the public school;

(B) Academic planning, course sequences, and advanced courses available at the public
school;

(C) Counseling and other support services available for military-connected students
enrolled at the public school; and

(D) The name of the designated military liaison for the public school and the military
liaison's duties as described in subsection (3)(a)(I) of this section;

(IT)  Establish and maintain a student-led transition program that assists military-
connected students who are relocating to the public school;
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(IV) Offer professional development for educators and staff on issues related to military-
connected students; and

(V) Offer at least one of the following initiatives:

(A) A public school resolution published on the public school's website showing support
for military-connected students and their families;

(B) Celebrations in April and November to recognize military children and military
families, with associated events hosted by the public school,

(C) A partnership with a local military installation that facilitates opportunities for
military members to volunteer on the public school's campus, speak at a public school assembly,
or host a field trip; or

(D) Student-driven clubs and groups that show community-family engagement for
military-connected students and their families.

(b) The department may establish additional criteria to identify public schools
committed to supporting military-connected families, including:

(I) Hosting an annual military recognition event;

(II) Partnering with a school liaison program manager from a military installation;

(IIT) Supporting projects that connect the public school to the military community; or

(IV) Providing outreach to military-connected students and their families.

(4) During the first week of April each year, the governor, or the governor's designee,
shall recognize each purple star school and present the purple star schools with a certificate.

(5) A purple star school designation is valid for three years.

(6) The department may promulgate rules for the implementation of this section.

Source: L. 2024: Entire section added, (HB 24-1076), ch. 203, p. 1239, § 1, effective
August 7.

22-1-145. Use of a student's chosen name - definitions. (1) As used in this section,
unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Chosen name" means any name that a student requests to be known as that differs
from the student's legal name, to reflect the student's gender identity.

(b) "Gender identity" means an individual's innate sense of the individual's own gender,
which may or may not correspond with the individual's sex assigned at birth.

(c¢) "Local education provider" means a school district, a charter school authorized by a
school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of this title 22, a charter school authorized by the
state charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title 22, or a board of
cooperative services created and operating pursuant to article 5 of this title 22 that operates one
or more public schools.

(d) "Public school" means an elementary school, middle school, junior high school, high
school, or district charter school of a school district that enrolls students in any of grades
kindergarten through twelve or an institute charter school that enrolls students in any of grades
kindergarten through twelve.

(2) A public school employee, educator, and contractor as defined in section 22-1-143
shall address a student by the student's chosen name and use the student's chosen name in school
and during extracurricular activities.
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(3) Unless done at a student's request, knowingly or intentionally using a name other
than the student's chosen name or the knowing or intentional avoidance or refusal to use a
student's chosen name is discriminatory.

(4) A student who is subject to discrimination pursuant to subsection (3) of this section
may file a report with the public school in accordance with the requirements of section 22-1-143
(2) or file a complaint under the public school's or local education provider's policy adopted
pursuant to Title IX of the federal "Education Amendments of 1972", 20 U.S.C. sec. 1681 et
seq., as amended.

(5) A local education provider shall implement a written policy outlining how the local
education provider will honor a student's request to use a chosen name and may include a
process for including a student's chosen name on school records. A written policy adopted
pursuant to this subsection (5) must comply with the federal "Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act of 1974", 20 U.S.C. sec. 1232g, as amended, and section 22-1-123.

Source: L. 2024: Entire section added, (HB 24-1039), ch. 127, p. 424, § 1, effective
April 29.

22-1-145.5. Policies related to chosen names - definition. (1) As used in this section,
"local education provider" means a school district, a charter school authorized by a school
district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of this title 22, a charter school authorized by the state
charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title 22, or a board of cooperative
services created and operating pursuant to article 5 of this title 22 that operates one or more
public schools, or a facility school approved pursuant to section 22-2-407.

(2) If alocal education provider or its employees, an educator, or a contractor, as defined
in section 22-1-143, chooses to enact or enforce a policy related to names, that policy must be
inclusive of all reasons that a student might adopt a name that differs from the student's legal
name.

Source: L. 2025: Entire section added, (HB 25-1312), ch. 205, p. 928, § 6, effective May
16.

Cross references: For the short title ("Kelly Loving Act") in HB 25-1312, see section 1
of chapter 205, Session Laws of Colorado 2025.

22-1-146. Recovery school grant program - created - eligibility - reporting -
definitions - rules - repeal. (1) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Department" means the department of education.

(b) "Grant program" means the recovery school grant program created in subsection (2)
of this section.

(c) "Recovery school" means a school that:

(I)  Educates and supports students in recovery from substance use or co-occurring
disorders, including self-harm and disordered eating;

(IT) Intends that all students enrolled are working in an active and abstinence-focused
program of recovery as determined by the student and the school; and
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(IT) Provides support for families learning how to live with, and provide support for,
their teens who are entering into the recovery lifestyle.

(2) (a) The recovery school grant program is created within the department. The purpose
of the grant program is to provide grants to recovery schools for expenses related to assisting
students who are living a life of sobriety.

(b) Grant recipients may use the money received through the grant program for expenses
related to assisting students who are living a life of sobriety.

(¢) Subject to available appropriations, the department shall administer the grant
program and shall award grants as provided in this section. Grants must be paid out of money
appropriated for the grant program as provided in subsection (5) of this section.

(d) The department shall implement the grant program in accordance with this section.
The commissioner of education may promulgate the rules required in this section and any
additional rules necessary to implement the grant program.

(3) (a) To receive a grant, a recovery school must submit an application to the
department in accordance with rules promulgated by the executive director of the department.

(b) The department shall review the applications received pursuant to this section.

(c¢) On or before January 1, 2025, the department shall award grants as provided in this
section. The department shall distribute the grant money within fourteen days after awarding the
grants.

(4) On or before July 1, 2025, each recovery school that receives a grant through the
grant program shall submit a report to the department detailing how the recovery school used the
grant money.

(5) For the 2024-25 state fiscal year, the general assembly shall appropriate fifty
thousand dollars from the general fund to the department to implement the grant program.

(6) This section is repealed, effective September 1, 2026.

Source: L. 2024: Entire section added, (SB 24-048), ch. 405, p. 2783, § 3, effective
August 7.

22-1-147. Menstrual products accessibility - rules - legislative declaration -
definitions - repeal. (1) (a) The general assembly finds that:

(I) Menstrual products are a basic health need;

(IT) The lack of access to menstrual products disproportionately affects students from
low-income households. According to recent research, one in four students who menstruate in
the United States cannot afford menstrual products.

(IT) A student's inability to access menstrual products may lead to health issues,
increase absences from school, and negatively impact a student's ability to fully participate in the
student's education; and

(IV) Providing free menstrual products to students in schools increases access to
educational opportunities and supports student well-being and success.

(b) Therefore, the general assembly declares it necessary to ensure that all students who
menstruate have access to menstrual products in order to promote the health, dignity, and
education equality of all students.
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(2) (@) (I) On or before June 30, 2025, a local education provider shall provide menstrual
products at no expense to students in at least twenty-five percent of applicable student bathrooms
in all applicable school buildings.

(I) On or before June 30, 2026, a local education provider shall provide menstrual
products at no expense to students in at least fifty percent of applicable student bathrooms in all
applicable school buildings.

(I On or before June 30, 2027, a local education provider shall provide menstrual
products at no expense to students in at least seventy-five percent of applicable student
bathrooms in all applicable school buildings.

(IV) On or before June 30, 2028, a local education provider; the Colorado school for the
deaf and the blind, created and existing pursuant to section 22-80-102 (1)(a); and an approved
facility school, as defined in section 22-2-402, shall provide menstrual products at no expense to
students in all applicable student bathrooms in all applicable school buildings.

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (2)(a) of this section to the contrary, a local education
provider that is a small rural school district, including a charter school of the small rural school
district, or an institute charter school located within the geographic boundaries of a small rural
school district is not required to comply with subsection (2)(a)(I), (2)(a)(I), or (2)(a)(III) of this
section.

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2)(a) of this section, if an applicable school building
does not have a gender-neutral bathroom, the local education provider, the Colorado school for
the deaf and the blind, or the approved facility school shall provide menstrual products in
female-designated bathrooms and in a health office located in the applicable school building that
is accessible to students who menstruate; except that, if there is not a health office, the local
education provider, the Colorado school for the deaf and the blind, or the approved facility
school shall provide the menstrual products in an administrative office located in the applicable
school building accessible to students who menstruate.

(4) Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, if an applicable school
building is used by the local education provider, the Colorado school for the deaf and the blind,
or the approved facility school to provide educational services only to students who are enrolled
in kindergarten through grade six, the local education provider shall provide menstrual products
but may provide menstrual products in a health office located in the applicable school building
that is accessible to students who menstruate; except that, if there is not a health office, the local
education provider shall provide the menstrual products in an administrative office located in the
applicable school building accessible to students who menstruate.

(5) Notwithstanding subsection (2)(a) of this section, if a local education provider, the
Colorado school for the deaf and the blind, or an approved facility school is experiencing
vandalism or destruction of property as a result of complying with the requirements of this
section, the local education provider, the Colorado school for the deaf and the blind, or the
approved facility school may remove the menstrual products from the applicable student
bathroom. If a local education provider, the Colorado school for the deaf and the blind, or an
approved facility school removes menstrual products from an applicable student bathroom
pursuant to this subsection (5), the local education provider, the Colorado school for the deaf and
the blind, or the approved facility school shall post information in the applicable student
bathroom regarding where menstrual products are available in the applicable school building.
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(6) (a) A local education provider that is required to comply with subsections (2)(a)(I),
(2)(a)(I), and (2)(a)(IIT) of this section shall post information in applicable school bathrooms
where there are not yet menstrual products regarding where menstrual products are available in
the applicable school building.

(b) This subsection (6) is repealed, effective July 1, 2030.

(7) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Applicable school building" means a building that is used by a local education
provider to provide educational services to students who are enrolled in any of grades six
through twelve.

(b) "Applicable student bathroom" means a female-designated bathroom or a gender-
neutral bathroom in an applicable school building that is accessible to students who are enrolled
in any of grades six through twelve who menstruate.

(c¢) "Local education provider" means a school district, a charter school authorized by a
school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of this title 22, a charter school authorized by the
state charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title 22, or a board of
cooperative services created and operating pursuant to article 5 of this title 22 that operates one
or more public schools.

(d) "Menstrual products" means, at a minimum, tampons and menstrual pads.

(e) "Small rural school district" means a school district that the department of education
determines is rural, based on the geographic size of the school district and the distance of the
school district from the nearest large, urbanized area, and that enrolls fewer than one thousand
two hundred students in kindergarten through twelfth grade.

Source: L. 2024: Entire section added, (HB 24-1164), ch. 438, p. 3060, § 1, effective
August 7.

22-1-148. Public school libraries - standards for acquisition - retention - display -
utilization - reconsideration of library resources - definitions. (1) Definitions. As used in
this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Library resource" means material, both print and non-print, found in a public school
library that supports curricular or personal information needs. Print items include books,
magazines, newspapers, pamphlets, microfiche, or microfilm. Non-print items include e-books,
streaming resources, films, disc records, filmstrips, slides, prints, audiotapes, videotapes,
compact discs, computer software, library programs, and exhibits. "Library resource" does not
include the materials that are in an individual classroom library.

(b) "Local education provider" means a school district, a board of cooperative services
as defined in section 22-5-103 that operates a school, a charter school authorized by a school
district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of this title 22, or a charter school authorized by the state
charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title 22.

(c) "Parent" means a biological parent, adoptive parent, legal guardian, or any other
person having legal custody of a child.

(d) "Public school" means a school operated by a local education provider.

(e) "Public school library staff member" means a teacher librarian, school library media
specialist, school librarian, any certified or noncertified staff member assigned to duties in a
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public school library, or any individual carrying out or assisting with the functions of a public
school library.

(f) "Standards" means the standards with which a local education provider is required to
comply in establishing written policies regarding library resources pursuant to subsection (3) of
this section.

(2) Written policies. (a) Each local education provider shall establish written policies
for the acquisition, retention, display, and use of library resources. In addition, each local
education provider shall establish a written policy for the reconsideration of a library resource
that complies with the provisions of subsection (3) of this section. Each local education provider
shall establish the written policies required in this subsection (2)(a) by September 1, 2025.

(b) If, as of May 1, 2025, a local education provider has already established written
policies that comply with the requirements of subsection (2)(a) of this section, the local
education provider is not required to write new policies pursuant to this section.

(3) Standards. The written policies established by a local education provider pursuant to
subsection (2) of this section shall, at a minimum, comply with the following standards:

(a) A public school library shall comply with the first amendment to the United States
constitution as interpreted by the United States supreme court in Board of Education, Island
Trees Union Free School District no. 26 v. Pico, 457 U.S. 853 (1982), and section 10 of article II
of the state constitution concerning the freedom of speech;

(b) A public school library shall protect against harassment and discrimination,
particularly regarding the classes set forth in section 22-1-143 (1)(d)(I), with respect to the
author, content, and intended audience of a library resource; and

(c) A local education provider shall protect against obscene material as described in
section 18-7-101 (2) and as interpreted in Miller v. California, 413 U.S. 15 (1973).

(4) Reconsideration of library resources. (a) (I) Except as otherwise provided in
subsection (4)(a)(Il) of this section, a public school library may remove a library resource from
its permanent collection only if the library resource has been reviewed in accordance with an
established policy for the reconsideration of library resources that complies with the
requirements of subsection (3) of this section.

(I) The provisions of subsection (4)(a)(I) of this section do not apply to routine
collection maintenance and deaccession in accordance with a public school library's established
collection development and maintenance policy.

(b) Before a local education provider reconsiders a library resource pursuant to the
policy, the local education provider shall make its reconsideration policies available to the public
in a manner to be determined by the local education provider.

(¢) To make a request for reconsideration of a library resource, the individual making the
request must be a parent of a student who is enrolled in the public school for which the request is
made.

(d) A local education provider shall not reconsider the same library resource more than
once every two years; except that the established policy for the reconsideration of a library
resource adopted by a local education provider may specify a period longer than two years
during which the local education provider will not reconsider the same library resource.

(e) (I) Once a final determination has been made for a library resource that is the subject
of a request for reconsideration, the local education provider shall make the determination and
how it comports with subsection (3) of this section available to the public.
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(IT) A public school library shall not remove, discontinue, or restrict a library resource as
the result of a request for reconsideration until the determination regarding the library resource
has been made available to the public pursuant to subsection (4)(e)(I) of this section.

(f) A written request for reconsideration of a library resource in a public school library is
an open record under the "Colorado Open Records Act", part 2 of article 72 of title 24.

(5) Retaliation against library employees prohibited. A public school library staff
member shall not be subject to termination, demotion, discipline, or retaliation for refusing to
remove a library resource before it has been reviewed in accordance with the applicable local
education provider's policy for the reconsideration of library resources or for making decisions
that the school library staff member believes, in good faith, are in accordance with the policy of
the local education provider.

Source: L. 2025: Entire section added, (SB 25-063), ch. 161, p. 649, § 2, effective May

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in SB 25-063, see section 1 of chapter
161, Session Laws of Colorado 2025.

22-1-149. Policy for student possession and use of communication devices -
exemption - definitions. (1) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) (I) "Communication device" means a device that is capable of making and receiving
calls, sending and receiving text messages, or accessing the internet.

(I) "Communication device" includes a cell phone or watch with the capabilities
described in subsection (1)(a)(I) of this section.

(Il "Communication device" does not include a device, such as a laptop or tablet:

(A) Made available to a student by the school or the school district; or

(B) Used by the student as required by the school or the school district.

(b) "Policy" means the policy concerning student communication device possession and
use during the school day adopted and implemented pursuant to subsection (3)(a) of this section.

(¢) "School day" means the time period when a public school provides educational
services to students who are enrolled in a public school.

(2) On or before January 5, 2026, the department of education shall make publicly
available a collection of accessible resources and research that may assist in the development of
policies pursuant to this section.

(3) (a) On or before July 1, 2026, the Colorado school for the deaf and the blind and
each institute charter school, district charter school, and local board of education for its schools
that are not district charter schools shall adopt and implement a policy concerning student
communication device possession and use during the school day. At a minimum, the policy must
describe:

(I) The prohibitions, if any, and exceptions, if any, regarding student communication
device possession during the school day; and

(ID The prohibitions, if any, and exceptions, if any, of student communication device
use during the school day.

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (3)(a) of this section, the policy must not prohibit a
student from possessing and using a communication device during the school day if the
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possession and use are necessary as an effective communication accommodation pursuant to the
federal "Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990", 42 U.S.C. sec. 12101 et seq.; to comply with
the student's individualized education program, as defined in section 22-20-103, or the student's
section 504 plan, as defined in section 22-20-123; or to monitor or address the student's medical
condition.

(4) In developing the policy, the Colorado school for the deaf and the blind, charter
school, or local board of education may:

(a) Limit student communication device possession and use during the school day;

(b) Consider student communication device possession and use for prevention or
response to an emergency;

(c) Consider prohibitions and exceptions for student communication device possession
and use that are specific to elementary school students, middle school students, and high school
students and that are appropriate based on the ages and developmental maturity of students who
attend each type of school;

(d) Consider exceptions that allow student communication device possession and use
during the school day for instructional purposes or to make a safe2tell report;

(e) Consider comments from the public and from staff;

(f) Consider training necessary for staff who are required to understand and enforce the
policy and staff's capacity to complete the training or any new requirements associated with the
policy;

(g) Consider consulting with staff who are or a local education association that is
required to understand and enforce the policy prior to its implementation;

(h) Consider unintended burdens, including additional costs associated with the policy;

(1) Consider any available evidence-based resources and research concerning student
communication device possession and use during the school day;

(j) Consider student communication device possession and use on and off of school
grounds during the school day, including applicability for an online school, online program, or
online course; and

(k) Consider issues related to media literacy and social and emotional learning.

(5) On or before July 1, 2026, the Colorado school for the deaf and the blind and each
charter school and local board of education shall post its policy on its website.

(6) This section does not apply to the Colorado school for the deaf and the blind, a
charter school, or a local board of education if the Colorado school for the deaf and the blind, the
charter school, or the local board of education adopts and implements a policy regarding the
possession and use of communication devices or cell phones on or before August 31, 2025.

Source: L. 2025: Entire section added, (HB 25-1135), ch. 162, p. 653, § 2, effective
August 6.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 25-1135, see section 1 of chapter
162, Session Laws of Colorado 2025.

22-1-150. Gun violence prevention awareness - materials to parents - definitions. (1)
As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:
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(a) "Local education provider" means a school district created pursuant to article 30 of
this title 22, a board of cooperative services created pursuant to article 5 of this title 22, a charter
school authorized by a school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of this title 22, an institute
charter school authorized by the state charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of
this title 22, and the Colorado school for the deaf and the blind authorized pursuant to section
22-80-102.

(b) "Materials" means the gun violence prevention materials created by the office of gun
violence prevention and posted on the website of the office pursuant to section 25-20.5-1203
2)(e).

(2) (a) A local education provider, at the beginning of each school year, shall access the
materials posted on the website of the office of gun violence prevention and distribute the
materials, in a written or electronic format, to each parent, guardian, and legal custodian of a
student enrolled in a school of the local education provider.

(b) Each local education provider shall post or link to the materials on the local
education provider's website.

Source: L. 2025: Entire section added, (HB 25-1250), ch. 351, p. 1889 § 3, effective
August 6.

ARTICLE 2
Department - Commissioner
PART 1
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION - COMMISSIONER

Editor's note: This part 1 was numbered as article 1 of chapter 123, C.R.S. 1963. The
substantive provisions of this part 1 were repealed and reenacted in 1964, resulting in the
addition, relocation, and elimination of sections as well as subject matter. For amendments to
this part 1 prior to 1964, consult the Colorado statutory research explanatory note beginning on
page vii in the front of this volume.

22-2-101. Short title. This part 1 shall be known and may be cited as the "State
Department of Education Act of 1964".

Source: L. 64: R&RE, p. 528, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-1-1.

22-2-102. Definitions. As used in this part 1, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1) "Commissioner of education" or "commissioner" means the office of the
commissioner of education created and existing pursuant to section 1 of article IX of the state
constitution.

(2) "Department of education" or "department" means the department of education
created and existing pursuant to section 24-1-115, C.R.S.
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(3) "Nonpublic school" means a school organized and maintained by a recognized
religious or independent association performing an academic function.

(4) "Public school" means a school maintained and operated by a school district.

(4.5) "Pupil enrollment count day" has the same meaning as set forth in section 22-54-
103 (10.5).

(5) "State board of education" or "state board" means the state board of education
created and existing pursuant to section 1 of article IX of the state constitution.

Source: L. 64: R&RE, p. 528, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-1-2. L. 75: (4) amended, p. 786,
§ 3, effective July 1. L. 2012: (4.5) added, (HB 12-1090), ch. 44, p. 149, § 2, effective March 22.

22-2-103. Department of education. (1) The department of education shall include the
following:

(a) The state board of education;

(b) The commissioner of education, assistant commissioners of education, and other
officers and employees of the department;

(c) The state library, created in section 24-90-104, C.R.S.;

(d) The Colorado school for the deaf and the blind, as provided for in article 80 of this
title;

(e) The state charter school institute established in section 22-30.5-503;

(f) The division of online learning established in section 22-30.7-103;

(g) The office of facility schools created in section 22-2-403;

(h) The facility schools board created in section 22-2-404;

(1) The Colorado state advisory council for parent involvement in education created in
section 22-7-303;

(j) The office of dropout prevention and student re-engagement created in section 22-14-
103; and

(k) The concurrent enrollment advisory board created in section 22-35-107.

Source: L. 64: R&RE, pp. 109, 529, §§ 3, 1. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-1-3. L. 68: p. 94, § 41.
L. 2008: (1)(g) and (1)(h) added, p. 1382, § 3, effective May 27; entire section amended, p.
1894, § 68, effective August 5. L. 2009: (1)(g) and (1)(h) amended and (1)(j) added, (HB 09-
1243), ch. 290, p. 1424, § 6, effective May 21; (1)(g) and (1)(h) amended and (1)(k) added, (HB
09-1319), ch. 286, p. 1317, § 3, effective May 21; (1)(g) and (1)(h) amended and (1)(i) added,
(SB 09-090), ch. 291, p. 1444, § 19, effective August 5. L. 2023: (1)(g) amended, (SB 23-219),
ch. 88, p. 334, § 15, effective April 20.

Editor's note: (1) Amendments to this section by House Bill 08-1204 and House Bill
08-1412 were harmonized.

(2) Amendments to subsections (1)(g) and (1)(h) by House Bill 09-1243, House Bill 09-
1319, and Senate Bill 09-090 were harmonized.

22-2-104. Offices and positions - nature. (1) As a matter of legislative determination,
the offices of commissioner of education, assistant commissioners of education, and all positions
of employment classified by the board as director, consultant, supervisor, or instructor are
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declared to be educational in nature and administrators of the department and not under the state
personnel system in accordance with section 13 (2)(a)(VII) of article XII of the state
constitution. The board may authorize the commissioner, as its designee, to classify positions of
employment pursuant to this section.

(2) Any employee holding a position that was exempt from the state personnel system
prior to January 1, 2017, may remain exempt from the state personnel system so long as the
employee continues to hold that position.

(3) The board or the commissioner, as the designee of the board, shall determine which
positions in the department meet the criteria set forth in subsection (1) of this section; except that
a position shall not be determined to be exempt while it is held by an employee in the state
personnel system.

(4) No later than December 31, 2017, and no later than December 31 of each year
thereafter, the commissioner shall submit a report to the state personnel director, in the form
prescribed by the director, listing all positions in the department that are exempt from the state
personnel system in accordance with this section.

Source: L. 64: R&RE, p. 529, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-1-4. L. 2017: Entire section
amended, (HB 17-1359), ch. 295, p. 1625, § 1, effective June 2.

Cross references: For exemption of the commissioner from state personnel system, see §
1 of article IX of the state constitution; for exemption of faculty and administrators in
educational institutions and departments not reformatory or charitable in character, see § 13 (2)
of article XII of the state constitution.

22-2-105. State board of education - composition. (1) The state board of education
consists of one member elected from each congressional district in the state and, if the total
number of congressional districts of the state is an even number, one member elected from the
state at large. The members of the state board of education serving on April 30, 1982, shall
continue to serve the terms for which they were elected. At the general election held in 1982, one
member shall be elected from the second congressional district for a six-year term, one member
shall be elected from the fourth congressional district for a six-year term, one member shall be
elected from the fifth congressional district for a four-year term, and one member shall be
elected from the state at large for a six-year term, all such terms commencing on the second
Tuesday in January 1983. At the general election held in 1984, one member shall be elected from
the first congressional district for a six-year term, and one member shall be elected from the
third congressional district for a six-year term, all such terms commencing on the second
Tuesday in January 1985. At the general election held in 1986, one member shall be elected from
the fifth congressional district for a six-year term, and one member shall be elected from the
sixth congressional district for a six-year term, all such terms commencing on the second
Tuesday in January 1987. At the general election held in 2002, one member shall be elected from
the seventh congressional district for a six-year term commencing on the second Tuesday in
January 2003. At the general election held in 2022, one member shall be elected from the eighth
congressional district for a two-year term, and one member shall be elected from the state at
large for a six-year term, both terms commencing on the second Tuesday in January 2023.
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(2) The member of the state board from each congressional district of the state shall be
nominated and elected by the registered electors of such district in the same manner as members
of the house of representatives of the congress of the United States are nominated and elected.
Each member from a congressional district shall be a registered elector of such district. If the
total number of congressional districts of the state is an even number, the additional member of
the board shall be nominated and elected at large in the same manner as state officers are
nominated and elected. If the total number of congressional districts changes to an odd number
during the term of the member elected at large, such member shall be permitted to continue
serving on the state board until the expiration of his or her term.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (1) of this section, members shall be elected for
terms of six years. They shall serve without compensation but shall be reimbursed for any
necessary expenses incurred by them in the performance of their duties as members.

(3.5) Any member of the state board who was elected to office as a resident of a
designated congressional district, and who no longer resides in such congressional district solely
because of a change made to the boundaries of such district pursuant to sections 44 to 44.6 of
article V of the state constitution, is eligible to hold office for the remainder of the term for
which the member was elected, notwithstanding such nonresidency.

(4) The state board shall elect from its own membership a chairman and a vice-chairman
who shall hold office for terms of two years. The commissioner shall act as secretary to the state
board. The state board shall meet at least quarterly and at such other times as may be necessary,
upon call of the chairman or the commissioner or by a majority of its members.

(5) If the total number of congressional districts changes to an odd number during the
term of the member elected at large, a vacancy of such member's seat shall not be filled by the
state board.

(6) For any board member elected on or after May 22, 2008, during his or her term of
office, a member of the state board shall not be a member of the general assembly; an officer,
employee, or board member of a school district or charter school in the state; an officer,
employee, or board member of the state charter school institute or the institute board; or an
employee of the state board or the department of education.

Source: L. 64: R&RE, p. 529, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-1-5. L. 72: p. 552, § 18. L. 81:
(1) amended, p. 295, § 17, effective June 19. L. 82: (1) R&RE and (3) amended, pp. 352, 353, §§
8, 9, effective April 30. L. 87: (2) amended, p. 305, § 21, effective July 1. L. 99: (5) amended, p.
142, § 1, effective August 4. L. 2002: (5) repealed, p. 536, § 1, effective July 1; (1), (2), and (5)
amended and (3.5) added, p. 944, § 5, effective August 7. L. 2007: (6) added, p. 737, § 8,
effective May 9. L. 2008: (6) amended, p. 1206, § 13, effective May 22. L. 2022: (1) and (3.5)
amended, (SB 22-013), ch. 2, p. 27, § 33, effective February 25.

Editor's note: Amendments to subsection (5) by House Bill 02-1403 and House Bill 02-
1245 were harmonized.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration contained in the 2008 act amending
subsection (6), see section 1 of chapter 286, Session Laws of Colorado 2008.
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22-2-105.5. State board of education - definitions - vacancies - procedure for filling.
(1) As used in this section:

(a) "Party congressional central committee" means the committee established pursuant to
section 1-3-103 (3), C.R.S.

(b) "State central committee" means the committee established pursuant to section 1-3-
103 (2), C.R.S.

(2) Any vacancy occurring on the state board that may occur by reason of death,
removal, or resignation from office, or removal from the district from which elected, or when a
board member is elected, qualified, and takes office for another state office, shall be filled as
provided in this section. Any member selected to fill a vacancy pursuant to this section shall
serve until the next regular election providing such appointee is subject to the qualifications set
forth by law.

(3) (a) Any vacancy occurring on the state board, other than a vacancy in a seat filled by
a member elected from the state at large, shall be filled by the vacancy committee of the party
congressional central committee of the same political party as the vacating board member for the
congressional district represented by the vacating board member. For purposes of this section, in
selecting the members of a vacancy committee, the central committee of a jurisdiction shall
select, at a minimum, the members of the jurisdiction's central committee. If no vacancy
committee of the party congressional central committee exists, the party congressional central
committee shall perform the functions of the vacancy committee.

(b) If the vacating board member was affiliated with a minor political party, then the
vacancy shall be filled by the vacancy committee designated in the constitution or bylaws of the
minor political party.

(c) If the vacating member was unaffiliated with a political party, then the vacancy shall
be filled by the vacancy committee designated on the vacating board member's petition for
nomination pursuant to section 1-4-802 (1)(e), C.R.S.

(4) (a) The vacancy committee identified in subsection (3) of this section, by a majority
vote of its members present and voting at a meeting called for that purpose, shall select a person
who possesses the qualifications for a member of the state board and who is affiliated with the
same political party or minor political party, if any, of the vacating board member, as shown on
the registration books of the county clerk and recorder.

(b) At least six days prior to the meeting at which the vacancy committee selects a
person to fill the vacancy, the chairperson of the party congressional central committee that
selected the members of the vacancy committee shall mail to each member of the vacancy
committee a written notice announcing the time and location of the vacancy committee meeting.
Mailing of the notice is effective when the notice is properly addressed and deposited in the
United States mail, with first-class postage prepaid. The vacancy committee may not select a
person to fill the vacancy at any meeting for which notice is not provided pursuant to this
paragraph (b).

(¢) No meeting shall be held until a quorum is present consisting of not less than one-
half of the voting membership of the vacancy committee. No member of the vacancy committee
may vote by proxy.

(d) The vacancy committee shall certify the selection to the secretary of state within
thirty days after the date the vacancy occurs. If the vacancy committee fails to certify a selection
within thirty days in accordance with the provisions of this paragraph (d), the governor, within
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thirty-five days after the vacancy occurs, shall fill the vacancy by appointing a person having the
qualifications set forth in paragraph (a) of this subsection (4). The name of the person appointed
by the governor shall be certified to the secretary of state. The person selected or appointed
pursuant to this subsection (4), after having qualified and taken the oath of office, shall
immediately assume the duties of office.

(5) (a) In the event of a vacancy in the seat held by the state board member elected from
the state at large, within five days after the state board receives notice of the vacancy, or within
five days after the effective date of the resignation, whichever is later, the secretary of the state
board shall refer the vacancy to the state central committee of the same political party as the
vacating state board member. The state central committee shall refer the matter to the state
central committee executive committee selected pursuant to section 1-3-105 (2), C.R.S.

(b) If the vacating board member was affiliated with a minor political party, then the
vacancy shall be filled by the vacancy committee designated in the constitution or bylaws of the
minor political party.

(c) If the vacating member was unaffiliated with a political party, then the vacancy shall
be filled by the vacancy committee designated on the vacating board member's petition for
nomination pursuant to section 1-4-802 (1)(e), C.R.S.

(6) (a) A vacancy occurring in the seat held by the state board member elected from the
state at large shall be filled in accordance with the procedures established in this subsection (6).

(b) Within thirty days after being notified by the secretary of the state board of the
occurrence of a vacancy, the vacancy or executive committee identified in subsection (5) of this
section shall meet and, by a majority vote of its members present and voting at a meeting called
for that purpose, shall nominate no fewer than three and no more than five candidates who
possess the qualifications for a member of the state board and who are affiliated with the same
political party or minor political party, if any, as the vacating board member, as shown on the
registration books of the county clerk and recorder. The names of the candidates nominated shall
be forwarded to the secretary of the state board.

(c) The state board shall, within twenty calendar days after receiving the names from the
vacancy or executive committee identified in subsection (5) of this section interview all of the
nominated candidates; except that the vacating board member shall not participate in the
interview process.

(d) After completion of the interviews, and at a date and time established by the state
board, the state board shall hold an open meeting to vote on the selection of a nominee to fill the
vacancy. The vacating board member shall not participate in the open meeting to vote on the
selection of a nominee to fill the vacancy. Nominees for selection shall be limited to the
nominees referred to the state board by the vacancy or executive committee identified in
subsection (5) of this section. Selection of a nominee shall occur by a majority vote of the state
board members present and voting at the meeting called for such purpose. No meeting shall be
held until a quorum is present consisting of not less than one-half of the voting membership of
the state board. No member of the state board may vote by proxy. The state board shall certify
the selection to the secretary of state within ten days after the meeting called to make the
selection. The person, after having qualified and taken the oath of office, shall immediately
assume the duties of office.

(e) In the event that the state board, after reasonable efforts to elect by a majority vote a
nominee to fill the vacancy, is unable to elect a nominee by a majority vote, the selection of one
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of the persons nominated pursuant to paragraph (b) of this subsection (6) shall be made by the
highest elected state official of the same political party as the vacating board member, in the
following order: Governor; president of the senate; speaker of the house of representatives;
minority leader of the senate; minority leader of the house of representatives. The name of the
nominee selected by the highest elected state official shall be certified to the secretary of state.
The person, after having qualified and taken the oath of office, shall immediately assume the
duties of office.

(7) If a vacancy on the state board is caused by the resignation of a member of the state
board and the letter of resignation gives an effective date of resignation that is later than the date
the letter of resignation is submitted, the vacancy committee identified in subsection (3) of this
section or the vacancy or executive committee identified in subsection (5) of this section,
whichever is applicable, may meet no more than twenty days prior to the effective date of the
resignation for the purpose of nominating a person to fill the vacancy. The certification of the
nominee of the vacancy or executive committee, whichever is applicable, to the secretary of state
may not be made prior to the effective date of the resignation and, if the member of the state
board withdraws the letter of resignation prior to the effective date of the resignation, the person
nominated by the vacancy or executive committee, whichever is applicable, may not be certified
to the secretary of state.

(8) If the vacancy is caused by the death of a member-elect of the state board who has
been elected to office but who has not yet been sworn in, the vacancy committee identified in
subsection (3) of this section or the vacancy or executive committee identified in subsection (5)
of this section, whichever is applicable, shall meet within thirty days after the death of the state
board member-elect to fill the vacancy. The certification of the nomination of the vacancy or
executive committee, whichever is applicable, to the secretary of state may be made prior to the
convening of the state board but shall not take effect until the effective date of the vacancy,
which is the first day the state board convenes.

Source: L. 2002: Entire section added, p. 536, § 2, effective July 1. L. 2008: (4)(d),
(6)(b), and (8) amended, p. 1747, § 3, effective August 5. L. 2022: (3)(a) amended, (HB 22-
1044), ch. 83, p. 404, § 3, effective August 10.

22-2-106. State board - duties - rules. (1) The state board is a type 1 entity, as defined
in section 24-1-105. It is the duty of the state board:

(a) To exercise general supervision over the public schools of the state and the
educational programs maintained and operated by all state governmental agencies for persons
who have not completed the twelfth-grade level of instruction;

(a.5) To adopt, on or before May 15, 2013, a comprehensive set of guidelines for the
establishment of high school graduation requirements to be used by each school district board of
education in developing local high school graduation requirements. Each school district board of
education retains the authority to develop its own unique high school graduation requirements,
so long as those local high school graduation requirements meet or exceed any minimum
standards or basic core competencies or skills identified in the comprehensive set of guidelines
for high school graduation developed by the state board pursuant to this paragraph (a.5). In
developing the guidelines for high school graduation, the state board shall utilize the
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recommendations of the state graduation guidelines development council established in section
22-7-414, as it existed prior to July 1, 2008, and shall:

(I) Take into account recommendations from the 2006 report of the Colorado education
alignment council appointed by the governor pursuant to executive order B 009 05;

(I) Ensure that the state graduation guidelines are aligned with the description of
postsecondary and workforce readiness, including but not limited to the minimum required
English language competencies, adopted by the state board and the Colorado commission on
higher education pursuant to section 22-7-1008 and with the preschool through elementary and
secondary education standards adopted by the state board pursuant to section 22-7-1005;

(IT) Work with the Colorado commission on higher education to ensure that the state
board's guidelines for high school graduation adopted pursuant to this paragraph (a.5) and the
postsecondary academic admission standards established pursuant to section 23-1-113, C.R.S.,
are aligned for students entering a four-year public postsecondary education institution on or
after August 1, 2013;

(IV) Recognize and address the multiple and diverse pathways to diplomas offered by
school districts in the state. The guidelines for high school graduation shall accommodate the
differing and broad categories of student interests and economic needs, including but not limited
to agriculture, architecture, arts, communications, business and management, construction
technology, education, finance, government, health sciences, tourism, human services,
information technology, law and public safety, manufacturing, marketing and sales, physical
education, science and technology, and transportation. The guidelines for high school graduation
adopted by the state board pursuant to this paragraph (a.5) shall ensure, at a minimum, that,
while not identical, each pathway is equally rigorous.

(V) Utilize standards-based education, as described in part 10 of article 7 of this title, as
the framework for the development of the guidelines for high school graduation and consider
how high school graduation requirements can be articulated in a standards-based education
system;

(VD) Recognize and acknowledge the importance of obtaining the core competency skills
and standards to succeed in the twenty-first century, including but not limited to proficiency in
math, science, and written and verbal communication skills;

(VL5) Recognize and acknowledge the importance of education in performing arts, as
defined in section 22-1-104.5 (1)(b), and visual arts, as defined in section 22-1-104.5 (1)(c), in
strengthening student learning in other subjects and in supporting students' ability to succeed in
the twenty-first century; and

(VII) Take into account the importance of pre-high school and postsecondary career
planning that provides middle school and junior high school students and parents with awareness
of the school district's high school graduation requirements, the multiple pathways a student can
follow, and other pertinent information that will help prepare a student for a successful high
school experience.

(b) To appoint a commissioner of education;

(b.5) To review and evaluate annually the job performance of the commissioner of
education using procedures and criteria determined by the state board. The procedures and
criteria shall include, at a minimum, consideration of the comments and opinions of school
district superintendents and school board members regarding the commissioner's job
performance. Notwithstanding section 24-1-136 (11)(a)(I), the state board shall report the results
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of its evaluation to the education committees of the house of representatives and senate, or any
successor committees.

(c) To appraise and accredit the public schools and school districts in this state and the
state charter school institute pursuant to the provisions of article 11 of this title, and to submit
recommendations to the governor and general assembly for improvements in education;

(d) To approve the annual budget request for the department prior to submission;

(e) To order the distribution or apportionment of federal and state moneys granted or
appropriated to the department for the use of the public schools of the state, except moneys
granted or made available to another agency specifically designated;

(f) To review the annual report prepared by the commissioner and to transmit it to the
governor in the form and manner prescribed by the heads of the principal departments pursuant
to the provisions of section 24-1-136, C.R.S.;

(f.5) To comply with the requirements of section 24-1-136.5, C.R.S., concerning the
preparation of operational master plans, facilities master plans, and facilities program plans, as if
the state board were the executive director of the department;

(f.7) To provide such aggregate, nonidentifying information concerning student
enrollment in every school district in the state that the department of human services may request
pursuant to section 19-1-115.5, C.R.S.;

(f.9) Repealed.

(g) To perform any other duty which may be required by law;

(h) On or before January 15, 2012, to adopt by rule standards for charter schools and
charter school authorizers based on the recommendations made by the charter school and charter
authorizer standards review committee pursuant to section 22-30.5-104.5;

(i) To ensure that the rules promulgated by the state board and the policies and
guidelines adopted by the department pursuant to this title impose the least possible
administrative or financial burden on school districts, charter schools, or boards of cooperative
services and, when appropriate to reduce potential administrative burden, to promulgate rules
and instruct the department to adopt policies and guidelines that specifically apply to rural
school districts, charter schools, and boards of cooperative services, as identified by the
department.

(2) and (3) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2009, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1528, § 7,
effective May 21, 2009.)

Source: L. 64: R&RE, p. 530, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-1-6. L. 80: (1)(c) amended and
(2) and (3) added, p. 550, § 1, effective May 1. L. 83: (1)(f) amended, p. 832, § 33, effective July
1. L. 93: (2) amended, p. 1047, § 2, effective June 3. L. 94: (1)(f.5) added, p. 563, § 5, effective
April 6. L. 97: (1)(f.7) added, p. 150, § 3, effective July 1; (2)(b) amended, p. 460, § 2, effective
August 6. L. 98: (1)(c), (2), and (3) amended, p. 985, § 2, effective July 1. L. 2001: (3)
amended, p. 1176, § 6, effective August 8. L. 2007: (1)(b.5) added, p. 170, § 3, effective March
22; (1)(a.5) added, p. 675, § 2, effective May 2; (1)(f.9) added, p. 1085, § 5, effective July 1. L.
2008: 1P(1)(a.5) and (1)(a.5)(V) amended and (1)(a.5)(II) added, p. 768, § 2, effective May 14.
L. 2009: (1)(c), (2), and (3) amended, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1528, § 7, effective May 21;
IP(1)(a.5) amended, (SB 09-292), ch. 369, p. 1950, § 40, effective August 5. L. 2010: IP(1)(a.5),
(1)(a.5)(IID), and (1)(a.5)(VI) amended and (1)(a.5)(VL5) added, (HB 10-1273), ch. 233, p. 1020,
§ 3, effective May 18; (1)(h) added, (HB 10-1412), ch. 248, p. 1108, § 2, effective May 21,
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IP(1)(a.5) amended, (HB 10-1013), ch. 399, p. 1907, § 20, effective June 10. L. 2012: IP(1)(a.5)
amended, (HB 12-1240), ch. 258, p. 1308, § 1, effective June 4. L. 2015: IP(1)(a.5) and
(1)(@.5)(V) amended, (HB 15-1323), ch. 204, p. 720, § 19, effective May 20. L. 2016: (1)(i)
added, (HB 16-1440), ch. 316, p. 1277, § 4, effective August 10. L. 2017: (1)(b.5) amended,
(HB 17-1267), ch. 242, p. 994, § 3, effective August 9. L. 2022: IP(1) amended, (SB 22-162),
ch. 469, p. 3358, § 19, effective August 10.

Editor's note: Subsection (1)(f.9)(II) provided for the repeal of subsection (1)(f.9),
effective July 2, 2008. (See L. 2007, p. 1085.)

Cross references: (1) For additional duties of the state board of education, see § 22-2-
109; for duties concerning the collection of data on dropout rates, see § 22-2-114.1; for the duty
to approve moneys for boards of cooperative services, see § 22-5-114; for duties concerning
educational accountability, see article 7 of this title; for duties concerning the evaluation of
performance of certificated personnel, see § 22-9-104; for duties concerning the education of
exceptional children, see article 20 of this title; for the duty to supervise summer school
programs under the "Migrant Children Educational Act", see § 22-23-106; for the duty to adopt
rules and regulations concerning comprehensive health education programs, see § 22-25-104; for
duties concerning the establishment of financial policies and procedures for school districts, see
part 2 of article 44 of this title; for the duty to prescribe the minimum accounts to be maintained
by school districts, see § 22-45-102; for duties concerning the reimbursement of transportation
costs of school districts, see article 51 of this title; for duties concerning the second chance
program for problem students, see article 52 of this title; for duties concerning school finance,
see article 54 of this title.

(2) For the legislative declaration in the 2007 act adding subsection (1)(a.5), see section
1 of chapter 182, Session Laws of Colorado 2007. For the legislative declaration in the 2007 act
adding subsection (1)(b.5), see section 1 of chapter 48, Session Laws of Colorado 2007. For the
legislative declaration in the 2010 act amending the introductory portion to subsection (1)(a.5)
and subsections (1)(a.5)(IlT) and (1)(a.5)(VI) and adding subsection (1)(a.5)(VL5), see section 1
of chapter 233, Session Laws of Colorado 2010.

(3) For the short title (the "Debbie Haskins 'Administrative Organization Act of 1968'
Modernization Act") in SB 22-162, see section 1 of chapter 469, Session Laws of Colorado
2022.

22-2-106.5. State board - duties with regard to student data - memorandum of
understanding. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 22-2-111 (3)(a), the state board shall
enter into a memorandum of understanding on or before September 1, 2006, with the Colorado
commission on higher education to adopt a policy to share student data. At a minimum, the
policy shall ensure that the exchange of information is conducted in conformance with the
requirements of the federal "Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974", as amended,
20 U.S.C. sec. 1232g, and all federal regulations and applicable guidelines adopted in
accordance therewith. The policy shall additionally require the state board, upon request, to
share student data with qualified researchers. For purposes of this section, qualified researchers
shall include, but need not be limited to, institutions of higher education, school districts, and
public policy research and advocacy organizations.
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Source: L. 2006: Entire section added, p. 716, § 4, effective July 1.

22-2-107. State board - power. (1) The state board has the power:

(a) To perform all duties delegated to it by law;

(b) To employ personnel, subject to the provisions of section 13 of article XII of the
state constitution, as may be necessary for the performance of powers and duties delegated to the
state board, the commissioner, and the department;

(c) To promulgate and adopt policies, rules, and regulations concerning general
supervision of the public schools, the department, and the educational programs maintained and
operated by all state governmental agencies for persons who have not completed the twelfth-
grade level of instruction;

(d) To approve within the appropriation made by the general assembly a salary schedule
for personnel of the department who are not within the state personnel system;

(e) To create, maintain, and modify, from time to time, such administrative organization
for personnel of the department as may be deemed necessary or beneficial;

(f) To provide consultative services to the public schools and boards of education of
school districts;

(g) To appraise for the purpose of accreditation any nonpublic school, but only upon its
request;

(g.5) Repealed.

(h) To accept gifts, grants, and donations of any nature for the use of the department or
the public schools in accordance with conditions prescribed by the donor; but no gift, grant, or
donation shall be accepted if the conditions attached thereto require the use or expenditure
thereof in a manner contrary to law;

(1) To prepare, approve, and implement plans necessary as a prerequisite to the receipt of
federal moneys or property under any act of congress for the use of the public schools of the
state, except moneys granted or made available to another agency specifically designated;

(j) To require a school district to take a school census, from time to time, containing
such items of information as determined by the state board, and to give reasonable notice to each
school district before requiring the taking of a census;

(k) To appoint such advisory committees as may be beneficial to the improvement of
education in the state;

(I) To cooperate with other agencies either within or without the state for the
improvement of education;

(m) To cause to be prepared or corrected any report required by law to be filed by a
school district at any time that a school district has failed to file such report when due or has
filed a grossly inaccurate or incomplete report and to cause such school district to pay the cost of
such preparation or correction;

(n) To enter into reciprocal agreements for the exchange of information relative to the
issuance, denial, or revocation of teacher licenses or certificates with the legally constituted
licensing or certificating agencies in other states;

(o) To enter into contracts with the state board for community colleges and occupational
education for the development and for the supervision of the administration and implementation
of state plans for occupational education in the public elementary and secondary schools;

(p) Repealed.
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(q) To promulgate rules and regulations to define the types and amounts of costs in
excess of applicable revenues that a school district of residence of a child with a disability shall
pay as tuition to educate that child elsewhere within Colorado at a facility, as defined by the
department in its regulations, approved by the office of facility schools in the department
pursuant to section 22-2-407, or at an administrative unit as defined in section 22-20-103 (1)
other than the administrative unit of residence; however, a school district may pay a higher
amount, as provided in section 22-20-109 (1);

(r) To take the actions necessary to comply with the requirements of section 24-1-136.5,
C.R.S., concerning the preparation of operational master plans, facilities master plans, and
facilities program plans;

(s) To approve programs by nonpublic, nonparochial schools to provide educational
services to students pursuant to section 22-33-203, and to approve services to be provided to at-
risk students pursuant to agreements entered into pursuant to section 22-33-204; and

(t) To render a decision on the appeal of the state charter school institute's approval or
denial of an institute charter school application or the revocation or nonrenewal of an institute
charter school contract pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title.

Source: L. 64: R&RE, p. 530, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-1-7. L. 67: p. 446, § 23. L. 83:
(1)(p) and (1)(q) amended, p. 739, § 1, effective June 10. L. 87: (1)(q) amended, p. 826, § 1,
effective May 16. L. 93: (1)(p) and (1)(q) amended, p. 1638, § 27, effective July 1. L. 94: (1)(r)
added, p. 564, § 6, effective April 6. L. 96: (1)(g.5) added, p. 1798, § 16, effective June 4. L.
2000: (1)(s) added, p. 1972, § 14, effective June 2. L. 2004: (1)(g.5) amended, p. 1390, § 7,
effective May 28; (1)(n) amended, p. 1283, § 12, effective May 28; (1)(g.5) amended, p. 1586, §
13, effective June 3; (1)(s) amended and (1)(t) added, p. 1617, § 2, effective July 1. L. 2008:
(1)(p) amended, p. 1382, § 4, effective May 27. L. 2009: (1)(g.5) repealed, (SB 09-163), ch. 293,
p. 1528, § 8, effective May 21; (1)(q) amended, (SB 09-292), ch. 369, p. 1951, § 41, effective
August 5. L. 2023: (1)(q) amended, (SB 23-219), ch. 88, p. 334, § 16, effective April 20.

Editor's note: Subsection (1)(p)(II) provided for the repeal of subsection (1)(p),
effective July 1, 2008. (See L. 2008, p. 1382.)

22-2-108. Federal financial assistance. (1) The state board of education is authorized
to accept, use, and administer all moneys and properties granted or made available to the state or
any agency thereof for an educational purpose, except those moneys and properties granted or
made available for such purpose to another such agency specifically designated.

(2) Ifitis necessary to execute a formal agreement with a federal agency or officer as a
condition precedent to receiving federal moneys or property pursuant to subsection (1) of this
section, the state board is authorized to execute such an agreement, with the approval of the
attorney general, provided such agreement shall not be inconsistent with law.

(3) The state treasurer is authorized to receive any moneys accepted pursuant to the
provisions of subsection (1) of this section as official custodian thereof, and he shall disburse
said moneys upon the order of the state board.

(4) By July 1, 2005, and by July 1 of each year thereafter, the state board shall submit a
report to the education committees of the senate and house of representatives, or any successor
committees, detailing the total amount of federal funds received by the state board in the prior
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fiscal year, accounting how the funds were used, specifying the federal law or regulation that
governs the use of the federal funds, if any, and providing information regarding any flexibility
the state board has in using the federal funds.

Source: L. 64: R&RE, p. 532, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-1-8. L. 2005: (4) added, p. 440, §
18, effective April 29.

22-2-109. State board of education - additional duties - teacher standards -
principal standards - rules. (1) The state board of education shall:

(a) Repealed.

(b) to (f) (Deleted by amendment, L. 99, p. 1186, § 2, effective June 1, 1999.)

(g) Adopt rules that prescribe standards of qualification, preparation, training, or
experience that are required for the issuance of all licenses, master certificates, and
authorizations, as provided for in article 60.5 of this title 22;

(h) Adopt rules that prescribe standards for endorsements deemed appropriate for each
type of license or authorization;

(1) Utilize representatives from all levels of education in developing standards of
qualification, preparation, and experience for all licenses, master certificates, authorizations, and
endorsements;

(j) Conduct or arrange for research pertinent or essential to implement the provisions of
article 60.5 of this title, including but not limited to educator licensure and educator preparation
programs in institutions of higher education;

(k) and (1) (Deleted by amendment, L. 99, p. 1186, § 2, effective June 1, 1999.)

(m) Repealed.

(n) and (o) (Deleted by amendment, L. 99, p. 1186, § 2, effective June 1, 1999.)

(p) Adopt rules to ensure that administrator programs of preparation meet the
requirements concerning instruction in evaluating licensed personnel specified in section 22-9-
108;

(q) Adopt rules that require the reporting between school districts of the enrollment of
any students who have transferred to another school or school district within the state. Such rules
shall improve the ability of school districts to accurately identify which students have in fact
dropped out of school and which students have merely transferred to another school or school
district. Such rules shall also set forth uniform standards for determining which school or school
district shall count a dropout as part of its own dropout count.

(r) Repealed.

(2) (Deleted by amendment, L. 99, p. 1186, § 2, effective June 1, 1999.)

(3) The state board of education shall adopt by rule quality standards, as defined in
section 22-9-103 (2.9), that at a minimum must include a requirement that each candidate for an
initial teacher license have and be able to demonstrate the following skills:

(a) The ability to align instructional objectives with adopted student learning standards;

(b) The ability to teach in a manner that addresses individual student needs and enables
the student to improve his or her performance;

(c) Proficiency in measuring and monitoring each student's progress toward achieving
learning standards;
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(d) The ability to adjust instructional practices and methods when necessary to stimulate
or enhance student progress;

(e) The ability to engage parents as learning partners to promote student learning;

(f) The ability to integrate technology into instruction at the grade level for which the
teacher expects to be endorsed;

(g) The ability to assess student performance;

(h) The ability to demonstrate a high level of content area knowledge and professional
competencies in the areas identified by rule of the state board pursuant to section 22-60.5-203.

(4) In adopting the quality standards pursuant to subsection (3) of this section, the state
board shall also adopt rules specifying the methods by which a teacher candidate may
demonstrate that the teacher candidate has achieved the specified skills and the manner in which
such demonstrations may be documented for submission when the teacher candidate applies for
licensure.

(5) Repealed.

(6) (a) The state board of education shall adopt by rule quality standards, as defined in
section 22-9-103 (2.9), to guide the development of principal preparation programs. The state
board of education shall develop the standards in collaboration with institutions of higher
education and alternative programs that offer principal preparation programs and superintendents
and local boards of education. The state board of education shall ensure that the standards are
consistent with national standards for principal preparation. The standards must include, but
need not be limited to, the following:

(I) Strong leadership development that shall include but need not be limited to decision-
making, communication, and human relations skills; and

(II) Instructional skills and knowledge and the use of data necessary to lead and organize
a standards-based school that is characterized by student proficiency in literacy and the state
content standards as described in section 22-7-1005.

(b) Repealed.

(7) Repealed.

Source: L. 64: R&RE, pp. 532, 533, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: §§ 123-1-9, 123-1-10. L. 68: p.
95, §§ 42-44. L. 75: (1) R & RE, p. 718, § 1, effective July 1, 1976. L. 77: (1)(a) repealed, p.
1087, § 6, effective July 1. L. 79: (1)(1) added, p. 772, § 1, effective June 19. L. 89: (1)(m)
added, p. 952, § 2, effective July 1. L. 91: (1)(n) and (1)(0) added, p. 511, § 2, effective July 1,
1994. L. 98: (1)(b) and (1)(c) amended, p. 991, § 14, effective July 1; (1)(p) added, p. 285, § 2,
effective July 1. L. 99: Entire section amended, p. 1186, § 2, effective June 1; (1)(q) added, p.
1057, § 2, effective June 1. L. 2000: (1)(p) amended, p. 1849, § 39, effective August 2. L. 2001:
(1)(r) added, p. 169, § 2, effective August 8. L. 2002: (1)(p) amended and (6) added, p. 1352, §
2, effective June 7. L. 2004: (1)(g), (1)(1), and (1)(p) amended, p. 1284, § 13, effective May 28.
L. 2005: IP(3) amended, p. 188, § 29, effective April 7. L. 2006: (7) added, p. 1238, § 1,
effective May 26; (6)(b) repealed, p. 595, § 4, effective August 7. L. 2011: (1)(j), (5), and (7)(a)
amended, (SB 11-245), ch. 201, p. 847, § 4, effective August 10. L. 2012: (1)(r) repealed, (HB
12-1240), ch. 258, p. 1309, § 3, effective June 4. L. 2015: IP (6)(a) and (6)(a)(Il) amended, (HB
15-1323), ch. 204, p. 720, § 20, effective May 20. L. 2017: (7)(b) amended, (HB 17-1267), ch.
242, p. 993, § 1, effective August 9. L. 2020: (5)(a) amended, (SB 20-158), ch. 198, p. 976, § 10,
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effective June 30. L. 2023: (1)(g), (1)(h), (1)(1), IP(3), (4), and IP(6)(a) amended and (5) and (7)
repealed, (SB 23-258), ch. 334, p. 2006, § 3, effective August 7.

Editor's note: Subsection (1)(m) provided for the repeal of subsection (1)(m), effective
June 30, 1994. (See L. 89, p. 952.)

Cross references: (1) For other duties of the state board, see § 22-2-106.

(2) For the legislative declaration in the 2011 act amending subsections (1)(j), (5), and
(7)(a), see section 1 of chapter 201, Session Laws of Colorado 2011. For the legislative
declaration in SB 23-258, see section 1 of chapter 334, Session Laws of Colorado 2023.

22-2-110. Commissioner of education - oath - qualifications - tenure. (1) The
commissioner of education shall be the chief state school officer and executive officer of the
department of education. He or she shall possess the professional qualifications described in
subsection (4) of this section and such additional professional qualifications as may be deemed
appropriate for the office by the state board.

(2) The state board shall appoint the commissioner who shall serve at the pleasure of the
board, and receive such compensation as may be determined by the board. The commissioner is
a type 2 entity, as defined in section 24-1-105.

(3) Before entering upon his or her duties, the commissioner shall subscribe to an oath of
office, which oath shall be filed with the secretary of state.

(4) The person appointed to the office of commissioner of education by the state board
pursuant to subsection (2) of this section shall, at a minimum, satisfy the following professional
qualifications:

(a) The person shall have demonstrated personal and professional leadership success,
preferably in the administration of public education; and

(b) The person shall possess an earned advanced degree, preferably in education or
educational administration awarded from a regionally or nationally accredited college or
university.

(5) Notwithstanding section 24-1-136 (11)(a)(I), the state board shall annually review
and evaluate the job performance of the commissioner, as provided in section 22-2-106 (1)(b.5),
and report the results of its evaluation to the public and the education committees of the house of
representatives and senate, or any successor committees.

Source: L. 64: R&RE, p. 534, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-1-11. L. 2007: Entire section
amended, p. 169, § 2, effective March 22. L. 2017: (5) amended, (HB 17-1267), ch. 242, p. 993,
§ 2, effective August 9. L. 2022: (2) amended, (SB 22-162), ch. 469, p. 3358, § 20, effective
August 10.

Cross references: (1) For the constitutional oath of office, see § 8 of article XII of the
state constitution.

(2) For the legislative declaration contained in the 2007 act amending this section, see
section 1 of chapter 48, Session Laws of Colorado 2007.
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(3) For the short title (the "Debbie Haskins 'Administrative Organization Act of 1968'
Modernization Act") in SB 22-162, see section 1 of chapter 469, Session Laws of Colorado
2022.

22-2-111. Commissioner of education - office - records - confidential nature. (1)
The commissioner shall have an office at the seat of the government where he shall keep an
official seal and all books and papers pertaining to the business affairs of his office. He shall be
entitled to reimbursements for necessary travel and subsistence expenses, incurred either within
or without the state, in accordance with regulations promulgated by the state controller.

(2) Copies of all papers, reports, and documents filed in his office, and his official acts,
may be certified by him under seal, and when so certified shall be evidence of his official acts
equally and in a like manner as the original paper, report, or document or testimony under oath.

(3) (a) Except when requested by the governor or a committee of the general assembly or
pursuant to compliance with section 22-32-109.8 or 22-2-119, all papers filed in the department
of education that contain personal information about applicants for employment, employees, or
holders of educator licenses or authorizations or about pupils' test scores are classified as
confidential in nature; however, each educator has the right to inspect and to have copies made at
the educator's expense of all information pertaining to the educator on file in the department of
education. The educator may challenge any such record by formal letter or other evidence, which
shall be added to the state records. The state board may authorize any material to be added to or
removed from an educator's official records in its custody. It is unlawful for any officer,
employee, or other person to divulge, or to make known in any way, any such personal
information without the written consent of said applicant, employee, educator, or pupil; but the
information may be divulged or made known in the normal and proper course of administration
of programs relating thereto without such written consent. Nothing in this subsection (3) shall be
construed in a manner to prohibit the publication of statistics relative to the aforementioned
information when so classified as to prevent the identification of educators or pupils involved in
said statistics.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of this subsection (3), on or before
July 1, 2004, and on or before July 1 each year thereafter, the department shall provide to the
department of higher education a list of the persons initially licensed as educators during the
preceding twelve months and, for each such person who completed an approved program of
preparation provided by a Colorado institution of higher education, the name of the institution
that provided the approved program of preparation, and a list of the persons who have held an
educator license for two years as of the reporting date.

Source: L. 64: R&RE, p. 534, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-1-12. L. 2004: (3) amended, p.
382, § 2, effective April 8; (3) amended, p. 1284, § 14, effective May 28. L. 2008: (3)(a)
amended, p. 1665, § 5, effective May 29.

Editor's note: Amendments to subsection (3) by Senate Bill 04-062 and House Bill 04-
1104 were harmonized.

Cross references: For provisions concerning school records under the "Open Records
Act", see part 2 of article 72 of title 24.
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22-2-112. Commissioner - duties - report - legislative declaration. (1) Subject to the
supervision of the state board, the commissioner has the following duties:

(a) To advise the state board concerning the current operation and status of the public
schools and upon other educational matters;

(b) To supply the state board with such information as it may require and to prepare for
the board to transmit annually a report accounting to the governor and the house and senate
committees on education for the efficient discharge of all responsibilities assigned by law or
directive to the department, and to issue all publications of the department circulated in quantity
outside the executive branch in accordance with the provisions of section 24-1-136, C.R.S.;

(c) To prepare and submit to the state board a budget for the department and to properly
execute the approved budget in accordance with appropriations;

(d) To establish and maintain a system of personnel administration within the
department;

(e) To cause all policies, rules, and regulations adopted by the state board to be duly
executed;

(f) To serve as state librarian pursuant to section 24-90-104 (2), C.R.S.;

(g) To visit public schools and communities which most need his personal attendance for
the purpose of stimulating and guiding public sentiment to education and diffusing by public
addresses and personal communication with parents, school officers, and teachers a knowledge
of existing defects of and a knowledge of desirable improvements in the government, finance,
curriculum of, and instruction in the public schools;

(h) To establish and maintain adequate statistical, academic performance, safety
environment, and financial records of school districts, including records required by article 11 of
this title;

(1) Repealed.

(j) To perform other duties as may be delegated to him by law or by the state board,

(k) To submit to the governor and the general assembly, not later than the first day of
September of each year, a report which shall discuss educational issues in Colorado and such
other subjects as the commissioner may deem appropriate. The commissioner shall also submit
such fiscal, instructional, academic progress, and other information as may be required by the
state board to reflect the quality of education in the state. Statistical data by school district
regarding drop-out rates, teacher-pupil ratios, number of courses offered, teacher turnover rates,
and reading and achievement scores will be available upon request.

() To prepare a manual setting forth simplified election procedures for use by the
election judges in the district. He shall notify the superintendent of each district that such a
manual is available and that copies will be furnished upon request and free of charge. When the
school election laws have changed, he shall revise the manual to comply with the then existing
laws. Such revisions may be made by inserts to the manual.

(m) To supervise, manage, and control the Colorado school for the deaf and the blind at
Colorado Springs;

(n) To enter into an interagency agreement with the department of health care policy and
financing and to promulgate such rules and regulations as may be necessary under the agreement
to enable school districts, boards of cooperative services, and state educational institutions to
enter into contracts and to receive federal matching funds for moneys spent in providing student
health services as provided in section 25.5-5-301 (6) or 25.5-5-318, C.R.S,;
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(o) To comply with the duties set forth in article 11 of this title;

(p) To establish and maintain an educator identifier system to assign unique identifiers to
educators employed in a school district or local education agency. Each educator's identifier
must be unique. The identifier must not use any personal identifying information, such as social
security numbers or contact information, except for alignment purposes in data processing. Any
personal identifying information that is collected must be linked in a secure data location so data
sets can be matched based on the personal identifying information when the identifier is not
included.

(q) (I To assist the state board in reviewing the content of educator preparation
programs in the state by preparing an annual report on the effectiveness of educator preparation
programs.

(II) For purposes of this subsection (1)(q), the department shall use data collected from
an educator in the educator's first three years of placement as the educator of record.

(IT) To the extent the relevant data is available at the time of the annual report, the
report required pursuant to this subsection (1)(q) must include, but need not be limited to, the
correlation between different educator preparation programs in the state, including alternative
educator preparation programs, and student academic growth, educator placement, educator
mobility and retention, and educator performance evaluation ratings.

(IV) The department shall make the report prepared pursuant to this subsection (1)(q)
available to the public on the department's website no later than thirty days after the report's
completion. The department shall share the information with educator preparation programs to
inform curriculum and program improvements.

(r) Repealed.

(s) To facilitate employment first policies and practices by:

(I) Providing input and assistance to the employment first advisory partnership described
in section 8-84-303, C.R.S., in carrying out its duties; and

(IT) Presenting the reports and recommendations of the employment first advisory
partnership to the department's legislative committee of reference pursuant to section 8-84-303
(7), C.R.S.

(t) To annually distribute to each school district and to the state charter school institute
informational materials received from the department of personnel pursuant to section 24-5-102
relating to federal student loan repayment programs and student loan forgiveness programs.

(u) (I) To prepare an annual report on the number of pupils enrolled in public schools in
the state based on the pupil enrollments reported to the state board pursuant to section 22-54-112
(2)(a) for the applicable school year, and the number of school counselors, school social
workers, school nurses, and school psychologists in the state, licensed by the department
pursuant to part 2 of article 60.5 of this title 22, and employed by a school district, board of
cooperative services, charter school, or entity that contracts with any of the above who are
reported as full-time equivalent or part-time employees. The report must state the number of
pupils and licensed and employed school psychologists, school counselors, school social
workers, and school nurses in total for the state and disaggregated by school district, board of
cooperative services, and the state charter school institute.

(I) The department shall make the report prepared pursuant to this subsection (1)(u)
available to the public on its website no later than thirty days after its completion each year.
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(v) Upon the repeal of part 2 of article 82.9 of this title 22 and in accordance with
section 39-22-104 (3)(p.5)D), to promptly notify the executive director of the department of
revenue in writing that the healthy school meals for all program is repealed.

(2) In accordance with section 22-2-107 (1)(c), the commissioner shall establish
requirements enabling residents of this state who are seventeen years of age or older or who are
sixteen years of age and satisfy the requirements of section 22-33-104.7 to successfully complete
a high school equivalency examination, as defined in section 22-33-102 (8.5).

(3) Repealed.

(4) (@) The commissioner shall ensure that the department, subject to available
appropriations, annually allocates money to district charter schools and institute charter schools
to reimburse them for the costs of administering developmental education placement or
assessment tests pursuant to sections 22-30.5-117 and 22-30.5-526 to students enrolled in grades
nine through twelve. The department shall allocate money to offset the costs incurred in
administering each of the test units only once per student while the student is enrolled in grades
nine through twelve.

(b) The general assembly finds that, for purposes of section 17 of article IX of the state
constitution, administering developmental education placement or assessment tests to students in
grades nine through twelve is an accountable program to meet state academic standards and is a
component of accountability reporting and may therefore receive funding from the state
education fund created in section 17 (4) of article IX of the state constitution.

(5) On and after August 10, 2016, the board of education of a school district that intends
to seek voter approval of bonded indebtedness for the purpose of constructing a building that the
school district may lease to a state institution of higher education or that intends to lease other
school district property to a state institution of higher education, and that intends, in either
situation, to receive in-kind services in lieu of part or all of the lease payments, must submit to
the commissioner a letter of intent to lease property to a state institution of higher education. The
commissioner shall approve the first three letters of intent that are submitted after August 10,
2016, and shall not approve subsequent submittals until July 1, 2021, at which point the
commissioner may approve the first three letters of intent submitted after that date. A school
district board of education may proceed with plans to lease property to a state institution of
higher education or to seek voter approval of bonded indebtedness to construct a building for
lease to a state institution of higher education only if the school district's letter of intent is
approved by the commissioner. The provisions of this subsection (5) do not apply to a building
lease between a school district and a state institution of higher education that exists as of August
10, 2016.

(6) If a school district fails to replace categorical program support funds as required in
section 22-54-107, the commissioner shall withhold from any state money due to the school
district for any reason the unpaid amount of categorical program support funds recoverable from
the school district. The commissioner shall withhold the state money commencing in the budget
year immediately following the budget year in which the school district fails to pay the
recoverable amount. The commissioner shall assess and recover an interest fee on the unpaid
amount, beginning July 1, at a rate that is equal to the earnings on the treasury pooled funds for
the previous fiscal year; except that the commissioner may waive accrued interest upon recovery
of the unpaid amount.

(7) Repealed.
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(8) Notwithstanding any provision of section 22-2-111 to the contrary, the commissioner
shall ensure that the department of education cooperates with the department of early childhood
as provided in section 26.5-1-111 in sharing, managing, and protecting qualitative and
quantitative data needed to measure longitudinal outcomes of early childhood programs and
services.

Source: L. 64: R&RE, p. 535, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-1-13. L. 69: p. 1022, § 1. L. 75:
(1)(1) added, p. 686, § 2, effective July 1. L. 77: (1)(m) added, p. 1090, § 1, effective July 1. L.
79: (1)(f) amended and (2) added, pp. 774, 992, §§ 1, 2, effective July 1. L. 83: (1)(b) and (1)(i)
amended, p. 833, § 34, effective July 1. L. 84: (1)(k) R&RE, p. 580, § 1, effective April 5. L. 96:
(1)(b) amended, p. 1234, § 70, effective August 7. L. 97: (1)(n) added, p. 1138, § 5, effective
May 28. L. 98: (1)(0) added, p. 986, § 3, effective July 1. L. 2000: (1)(h) amended, p. 349, § 2,
effective April 10. L. 2006: (1)(n) amended, p. 2005, § 62, effective July 1. L. 2007: (1)(1)
amended, p. 625, § 1, effective April 26; (3) added, p. 1065, § 3, effective May 23. L. 2009:
(1)(h) amended, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1528, § 9, effective May 21. L. 2012: (4) added, (HB
12-1345), ch. 188, p. 730, § 20, effective May 19. L. 2013: (1)(p) and (1)(q) added, (HB 13-
1219), ch. 104, p. 356, § 1, effective August 7. L. 2014: (2) amended, (SB 14-058), ch. 102, p.
380, § 8, effective April 7; (1)(r) added, (HB 14-1202), ch. 361, p. 1700, § 2, effective June 6. L.
2016: (6) added, (HB 16-1422), ch. 351, p. 1431, § 4, effective June 10; (1)(s) added, (SB 16-
077), ch. 360, p. 1506, § 6, effective July 1; (5) added, (SB 16-209), ch. 235, p. 950, § 3,
effective August 10. L. 2018: (1)(q)(II) amended, (HB 18-1379), ch. 250, p. 1541, § 7, effective
May 24. L. 2019: (4) amended, (HB 19-1206), ch. 133, p. 598, § 4, effective April 25; (1)(t)
added, (SB 19-057), ch. 35, p. 113, § 2, effective August 2. L. 2020: (7) added, (HB 20-1418),
ch. 197, p. 957, § 43, effective June 30. L. 2021: (1)(u) added, (HB 21-1273), ch. 412, p. 2754, §
1, effective July 2. L. 2022: (1)(u)(I) amended, (HB 22-1376), ch. 243, p. 1799, § 2, effective
May 26; (8) added, (HB 22-1295), ch. 123, p. 776, § 7, effective July 1. Referred 2022: (1)(v)
added, Proposition FF, L. 2022, (HB 22-1414), ch. 509, p. 4289, § 7, effective upon
proclamation of the Governor, December 27, 2022. L. 2023: (1)(q)(D), (1)(q)I), and (1)(q)(IV)
amended, (SB 23-258), ch. 334, p. 2007, § 4, effective August 7. L. 2025: (4)(a) amended, (SB
25-222), ch. 100, p. 449, § 2, effective April 24; (1)(i) repealed, (SB 25-216), ch. 98, p. 446, § 1,
effective July 1.

Editor's note: (1) Subsection (3)(b) provided for the repeal of subsection (3), effective
July 1, 2008. (See L. 2007, p. 1065.)

(2) Subsection (1)(r)(IT) provided for the repeal of subsection (1)(r), effective July 1,
2015. (See L. 2014, p. 1700.)

(3) Subsection (7)(b) provided for the repeal of subsection (7), effective July 1, 2021.
(See L. 2020, p. 957.)

(4) Subsection (1)(v) was added by HB 22-1414. That bill contained a referendum
clause, Proposition FF, and was approved by a vote of the registered electors of the state of
Colorado on November 8, 2022. Subsection (1)(v) took effect upon the proclamation of the
Governor, December 27, 2022. The vote count for the measure was as follows:

FOR: 1,384,852

AGAINST: 1,055,583
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Cross references: (1) For duties of the commissioner of education concerning
information as to respect for the flag and instruction on the U.S. constitution, see §§ 22-1-106
and 22-1-109; for duties concerning the use of eye protective devices in schools, see § 22-3-104;
for duties concerning special education, see article 20 of this title; for the duty to review
comprehensive health education programs, see § 22-25-105; for duties concerning educational
clinics for public school dropouts, see article 27 of this title; for duties relating to the
organization of school districts, see article 30 of this title; for duties concerning the Colorado
school for the deaf and the blind, see article 80 of this title.

(2) For the legislative declaration contained in the 1996 act amending subsection (1)(b),
see section 1 of chapter 237, Session Laws of Colorado 1996. For the legislative declaration in
the 2012 act adding subsection (4), see section 11 of chapter 188, Session Laws of Colorado
2012. For the legislative declaration in SB 16-077, see section 1 of chapter 360, Session Laws of
Colorado 2016. For the legislative declaration in HB 19-1206, see section 1 of chapter 133,
Session Laws of Colorado 2019. For the legislative declaration in HB 20-1418, see section 1 of
chapter 197, Session Laws of Colorado 2020. For the legislative declaration in SB 23-258, see
section 1 of chapter 334, Session Laws of Colorado 2023.

22-2-113. Commissioner - powers. (1) Subject to the supervision of the state board, the
commissioner has the following powers:

(a) To perform all duties which may be required by law;

(b) To issue instructions to school district officers and employees concerning the
government of the public schools under their control;

(c) To prescribe forms and items to be included in reports submitted by school district
officers and employees and other persons;

(d) To construe provisions of the school laws on questions submitted to him in writing
by any school district officer or employee or other person. Said construction may be published in
either memorandum form or in any periodical devoted to the interest of education with general
distribution to the public schools.

(e) To cause to be prepared, printed, and distributed report forms, registers, curriculum
and instructional guides, pamphlets, and other materials as may be beneficial to personnel and
pupils of the public schools. All publishing costs therefor shall be paid out of the funds
appropriated to the department on warrants of the controller covering vouchers approved by the
commissioner. A reasonable fee may be charged for any such materials delivered to a person not
in the service of a school district or enrolled as a pupil in the public schools thereof. All receipts
from such fees shall be deposited to the credit of the general fund.

(f) To recover a penalty fee from current state payments to a school district, a board of
cooperative services as defined in section 22-5-103 (2), or a group care facility or home as
defined by the department in its regulations when a certification to the department of education
by such district, board, facility, or home for the determination of state funding by the department
is not supported by generally accepted accounting principles upon audit by the department. The
penalty fee shall be determined by the commissioner, but in no event shall such fee be less than
fifty dollars nor more than twenty thousand dollars per initial audit.

(g) () To recover an interest fee from current state payments to a school district, a board
of cooperative services as defined in section 22-5-103 (2), or a group care facility or home as
defined by the department in its rules when a certification to the department by such district,

Colorado Revised Statutes 2025 Page 98 of 1467 Uncertified Printout



board, or facility, for the determination of state funding, results in an overpayment to the district,
board, facility, or home by the state. The interest amount shall be computed on the amount of
overpayment at a rate that is equal to the earnings on the treasury pooled funds for the previous
fiscal year, beginning from the final settlement date of the audit. The interest fee shall be
recovered in addition to the recovery of the amount of the overpayment.

(ID (A) Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraph (I) of this paragraph (g), for
audits that begin on or after July 1, 2007, if the department determines through an audit of a
school district or a group care facility or home that an overpayment of state funding has been
made to the district, facility, or home due to an error in information submitted to the department,
the commissioner shall not recover an interest fee from the district, facility, or home in addition
to the amount of the overpayment if the district, facility, or home repays the overpayment within
the period specified in sub-subparagraph (B) of this subparagraph (II).

(B) The period during which the commissioner shall not recover an interest fee pursuant
to sub-subparagraph (A) of this subparagraph (II) shall be a period that is equal to the number of
years and any fraction of a year between the settlement date of the audit in which the
overpayment to the school district or group care facility or home was determined and the
settlement date of the immediately preceding audit of the district, facility, or home. The period
shall begin on the final settlement date of the audit in which the overpayment to the district,
facility, or home was determined.

(C) If a school district or group care facility or home is unable to repay the total amount
of the overpayment within the period specified in sub-subparagraph (B) of this subparagraph
(ID, the district, facility, or home and the department may negotiate an extension of the
repayment period for the remaining amount of the overpayment; except that the commissioner
shall recover the interest fee described in subparagraph (I) of this paragraph (g) on the remaining
amount of the overpayment beginning on the day immediately following the expiration of the
period specified in sub-subparagraph (B) of this subparagraph (II). The interest fee shall be
recovered in addition to the recovery of the remaining amount of the overpayment.

(IIT) Notwithstanding any provision of subparagraph (I) or (II) of this paragraph (g) to
the contrary, for the 2008-09 budget year, the commissioner may accept as repayment from a
school district that has received an overpayment items for use by the department, including but
not limited to lifetime online curriculum licenses, in the same value as the amount of the
overpayment owed by the school district.

(h) To cooperate with local boards of education, pursuant to section 18-18-407 (2)(b),
C.R.S., and make recommendations regarding the uniform implementation and furnishing of
notice of the provisions of section 18-18-407 (2)(b), C.R.S.;

(1) To issue emergency orders concerning a charter school pursuant to section 22-30.5-
703; and

() Subject to available appropriations, to expend appropriations to correct an
underpayment of state funding to a school district, board of cooperative services, as defined in
section 22-5-103, the state charter school institute, or a group care facility or home when a
certification to the department by the school district, board, institute, facility, or home, for the
determination of state funding by the department, includes an error in the information submitted
to the department.
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Source: L. 64: R&RE, p. 536, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-1-14. L. 87: (1)(f) and (1)(g)
added, p. 824, § 1, effective April 22. L. 90: (1)(h) added, p. 990, § 4, effective April 16. L. 92:
(1)(h) amended, p. 392, § 23, effective July 1. L. 2007: (1)(g) amended, p. 737, § 9, effective
May 9. L. 2009: (1)(g)(IIT) added, (SB 09-256), ch. 294, p. 1563, § 25, effective May 21. L.
2010: (1)(1) added, (HB 10-1345), ch. 245, p. 1087, § 1, effective May 21. L. 2020: (1)(i)
amended and (1)(j) added, (HB 20-1418), ch. 197, p. 957, § 44, effective June 30.

Cross references: (1) For power of commissioner of education to waive reporting
requirements, see § 22-2-116.

(2) For the legislative declaration in HB 20-1418, see section 1 of chapter 197, Session
Laws of Colorado 2020.

22-2-113.5. Educational programs for pupils in foster homes or placed by child
placement agencies - study - repeal. (Repealed)

Source: L. 96: Entire section added, p. 1799, § 22, effective June 4.

Editor's note: Subsection (4) provided for the repeal of this section, effective July 1,
1997. (See L. 96, p. 1799.)

22-2-113.8. Department of education - additional local revenues - distribution to
schools - annual report. (1) (a) For the 2014-15 budget year and each budget year thereafter,
each school district shall report the total amount of additional local property tax revenues the
district is authorized to collect in addition to the district's total program mill levy, but not
including amounts authorized pursuant to section 22-40-110, article 42 of this title 22, or article
43 of this title 22, and the amount of the additional local property tax revenues that the school
district distributes directly to schools of the school district, stated as a dollar amount.

(b) Beginning in the 2025-26 budget year, and each budget year thereafter, each school
district shall report the total amount of additional mill levy revenue, as defined in section 22-32-
108.5 (2), the school district is authorized to collect that the school district distributes, stated as a
dollar amount, to the institute charter schools within the geographic boundary of the school
district.

(2) The department shall annually compile a report of the information received pursuant
to subsection (1) of this section concerning the collection of additional local property tax
revenues by each school district and the distribution of the revenues to the schools of the school
district, including the charter schools. In addition to the compiled information, the report must
include a comparison of the amount of additional local property tax revenues received by the
school district and the amount distributed to the schools of the district, including the charter
schools, at the district level and aggregated statewide.

(3) (a) The department shall allow each school district and each district charter school to
review the report before publication. A school district or a charter school may request that the
department compile an addendum to the report that is specific to the requesting school district or
charter school and that examines the overall level of funding distributed by the school district to
the charter schools of the district, including:

(I) Capital construction and facilities funding;
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(I) Funding for technology; and

(IIT) Any other funding that the school district distributes to the charter schools of the
district.

(b) The department shall simultaneously publish on the department website the report
and any addenda prepared for the report in response to a school district or charter school request.

Source: L. 2014: Entire section added, (HB 14-1292), ch. 243, p. 909, § 13, effective
May 21. L. 2025: (1) amended, (SB 25-221), ch. 134, p. 517, § 1, effective April 28.

Cross references: For the short title ("Student Success Act") in HB 14-1292, see section
1 of chapter 243, Session Laws of Colorado 2014.

22-2-114. Department of education - special programs. (Repealed)
Source: L. 85: Entire section added, p. 720, § 1, effective July 1.

Editor's note: Subsection (5) provided for the repeal of this section, effective July 1,
1987. (See L. 85, p. 720.)

22-2-114.1. Dropout rates - collection of data on grades seven through twelve. (1)
The general assembly hereby declares that the dropout rate indicates a waste of economic and
human potential. Therefore a correct assessment of the number of students who fail to complete
high school in the typical length of time is necessary in order to fully recognize and correct the
problem.

(2) The state board of education shall develop and implement in cooperation with local
boards of education a model student accounting method and data collection system on dropouts
in grades seven through twelve, with results to be reported to the general assembly by January 1,
1988.

(2.5) to (3) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2010, (HB 10-1171), ch. 401, p. 1933, § 1,
effective August 11, 2010.)

Source: L. 86: Entire section added, p. 799, § 1, effective April 3. L. 93: (3)(a) amended,
p- 379, § 1, effective April 12. L. 94: Entire section amended and (2.7) added, pp. 615, 616, §§
1, 2, effective July 1. L. 99: (3) amended, p. 1057, § 1, effective June 1. L. 2007: (3)(a)
amended, p. 1087, § 10, effective July 1. L. 2010: Entire section amended, (HB 10-1171), ch.
401, p. 1933, § 1, effective August 11.

22-2-115. Early childhood education program - study - report to general assembly.
(Repealed)

Source: L. 85: Entire section added, p. 726, § 1, effective July 1.

Editor's note: Subsection (2) provided for the repeal of this section, effective July 1,
1986. (See L. 85, p. 726.)
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22-2-116. Additional power - waiver of reporting requirements - review of
reporting requirements. (1) The commissioner may waive any requirements imposed by this
title as to the reporting of data to the department or the state board by any school district which is
eligible to receive the minimum amount of state moneys under the provisions of article 54 of this
title, if the commissioner finds that any benefits from receiving such reports are outweighed by
the district's increased administrative costs of reporting in light of its minimum share of state
moneys.

(2) Repealed.

Source: L. 88: Entire section added, p. 809, § 3, effective January 1, 1989. L. 94: Entire
section amended, p. 810, § 18, effective April 27. L. 2005: Entire section amended, p. 998, § 1,
effective June 2. L. 2007: (2) repealed, p. 1064, § 2, effective May 23.

22-2-116.5. Department of education - student-level course completion data.
Beginning with the 2014-2015 school year, the department shall annually collect student-level
course completion data, consistent with state and federal privacy laws, from each local education
agency in the state. The department shall establish a definition of course completion that may be
consistently understood and applied and that must be periodically revised as appropriate. In
developing the definition, the department shall work with interested parties to consider issues,
including but not limited to whether students should be included in the database if they have
enrolled in a course after a specified date or dropped a course before a specified date and
whether course completion must be determined based on the receipt of particular grades or other
criteria.

Source: L. 2013: Entire section added, (HB 13-1219), ch. 104, p. 357, § 3, effective
August 7.

22-2-117. Additional power - state board - waiver of requirements - rules. (1) (a)
Upon application of the board of education of any school district, the state board, except as
prohibited in paragraph (b) of this subsection (1), may waive any of the requirements imposed
by this title or by rule promulgated by the state board. The state board shall grant the waiver if it
determines that it would enhance educational opportunity and quality within the school district
and that the costs to the school district of complying with the requirements for which the waiver
is requested significantly limit educational opportunity within the school district. Any school
district board of education that applies for a waiver pursuant to this section shall specify in such
application the manner in which it shall comply with the intent of the waived rules or statutes
and shall be accountable to the state board for such compliance.

(b) The state board shall not waive any of the requirements specified in any of the
following statutory provisions:

(I) The "Public School Finance Act of 2025", article 54 of this title 22;

(IT) The "Exceptional Children's Educational Act", article 20 of this title;

(IIT) Any provision of part 5 of article 11 of this title pertaining to the data necessary for
performance reports;

(IV) Any provision of this title 22 that relates to fingerprinting and criminal history
record checks of educators and school personnel;
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(V) The "Children's Internet Protection Act", article 87 of this title 22;

(VD) The requirement to post on the internet the statutes for which waivers are granted as
provided in section 22-44-305;

(VII) Any provisions of section 22-1-130 relating to notification to parents of alleged
criminal conduct by school district employees;

(VII)  Section 22-33-106.1 concerning suspension and expulsion of students in
preschool through second grade;

(IX) Any provisions of section 22-1-128 relating to comprehensive human sexuality
education content requirements;

(X) Any provision of section 22-30.5-104 (3), 22-30.5-507 (3), 22-32-109 (1)(1I), 22-32-
110 (1)(k), 22-38-104 (1)(d), or 22-63-206 (1) relating to discrimination based on hair texture,
hair type, hair length, or a protective hairstyle that is commonly or historically associated with
race;

(XI) Any provision of section 22-1-145 relating to the use of a student's chosen name, as
defined in section 22-1-145 (1), in a public school;

(XII) The wearing of cultural or religious objects at school graduation ceremonies
pursuant to section 22-1-142.5; or

(XIII) A provision of article 74.1 of title 24 concerning the policies to comply with
information and access.

(c) A principal of a public school may initiate a request for a waiver pursuant to this
section and shall submit such request to the superintendent and the board of education of the
school district in which the public school is located. Such waiver, if granted, shall be limited in
application to the public school, unless otherwise designated by the school district. The school
district may choose either to adopt such request and apply to the state board for a waiver
pursuant to this section or not adopt such request.

(d) In addition to any requirements for a waiver application that are specified in this
subsection (1), any application submitted by a school district that has a funded pupil count, as
determined pursuant to article 54 of this title 22, of three thousand or more pupils shall
demonstrate that the application has the consent of a majority of the appropriate accountability
committee, a majority of the affected licensed administrators, and a majority of the teachers of
the affected school or district.

(1.5) Notwithstanding any provision of this section or any other provision of law, the
state board shall not waive requirements contained in article 11 of this title or sections 22-7-
1006.3, 22-32-105, 22-32-109 (1)(bb)(I) and (2), 22-32-109.1 (2)(a), 22-32-146, and 22-33-104
(4).

(2) Prior to submitting an application for a waiver as provided in subsection (1) of this
section, a school district board of education, in a public meeting including a public hearing, shall
adopt a resolution stating the board's intent to apply for a waiver and specifying the statutes and
rules for which the board will request waivers. The school district board of education shall post
notice of such public meeting in three public places within the district for a period of not less
than thirty calendar days prior to such meeting, giving the time and location of such meeting and
a description of the waiver request, and, if a newspaper is published within the county, shall
publish such notice once each week for at least four weeks prior to the meeting in such
newspaper. At least sixty days prior to such public meeting and hearing, the school district board
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of education shall meet with the school district accountability committee to consult with the
committee concerning the intent to seek the waiver.

(3) (a) Any waiver made pursuant to the provisions of this section shall continue until
such time as:

(I) The school district board of education that holds the waiver by resolution requests
revocation of the waiver; or

(I) The state board receives evidence that constitutes good and just cause for revocation
of the waiver, as determined by the state board.

(b) The state board may revoke a waiver granted pursuant to this section only by action
taken in a public meeting and hearing.

(4) The provisions of this section shall not apply to any waiver requested by a charter
school pursuant to sections 22-30.5-104 (6) and 22-30.5-105 (3). Waiver requests by a charter
school shall be governed by the provisions of said sections.

(5) The state board shall promulgate such rules as are necessary to implement the
provisions of this section regarding the waiver application process.

(6) Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, a school district that
has been granted by the state board exclusive authority to charter schools within its geographic
boundaries pursuant to section 22-30.5-504 shall not be required to demonstrate that it has
obtained the consent of a majority of the appropriate accountability committee, a majority of the
affected licensed administrators, and a majority of the teachers of the affected school or district
in order to apply for a waiver of any of the requirements imposed by this title or by rule
promulgated by the state board; except that such consent shall be required for an application for
a waiver from any provisions of article 9 or articles 60.5 to 64 of this title.

Source: L. 89: Entire section added, p. 946, § 1, effective April 17. L. 93: (4) amended,
p. 1061, § 2, effective June 3. L. 94: (2) amended, p. 1380, § 5, effective May 25. L. 96: (3)
repealed, p. 1233, § 66, effective August 7. L. 97: (1) amended, p. 460, § 3, effective August 6.
L. 98: (4) repealed, p. 317, § 1, effective April 17. L. 2000: (1) amended and (1.5) added, pp.
369, 349, §§ 20, 3, effective April 10; entire section R&RE, p. 522, § 1, effective August 2;
(1)(b) amended, p. 375, § 33, effective August 2. L. 2001: (1.5) amended, p. 1271, § 23,
effective June 5; (1)(b)(III) amended, p. 1498, § 20, effective June 8. L. 2003: (1)(b) amended,
p. 2515, § 3, effective June 5; (1)(b)(V) added, p. 2477, § 32, effective August 15. L. 2004: (6)
added, p. 1617, § 3, effective July 1. L. 2009: (1)(b)(III) and (1.5) amended, (SB 09-163), ch.
293, p. 1529, § 10, effective May 21. L. 2012: (1.5) amended, (HB 12-1345), ch. 188, p. 747, §
34, effective May 19. L. 2015: (1.5) amended, (HB 15-1323), ch. 204, p. 721, § 21, effective
May 20. L. 2017: (1)(b)(IV) and (1)(b)(V) amended and (1)(b)(VI) added, (HB 17-1375), ch.
287, p. 1596, § 6, effective June 2. L. 2018: (1)(b)(V) and (1)(b)(VI) amended and (1)(b)(VII)
added, (HB 18-1269), ch. 268, p. 1653, § 2, effective August 15. L. 2019: (1)(b)(VI) and
(1)(b)(VII) amended and (1)(b)(IX) added, (HB 19-1032), ch. 408, p. 3603, § 7, effective May
31; (1)(b)(VI) and (1)(b)(VII) amended and (1)(b)(VIII) added, (HB 19-1194), ch. 160, p. 1887,
§ 3, effective July 1, 2020. L. 2020: (1)(b)(VIII) and (1)(b)(IX) amended and (1)(b)(X) added,
(HB 20-1048), ch. 8, p. 15, § 3, effective September 14. L. 2024: (1)(b)(IX) and (1)(b)(X)
amended and (1)(b)(XI) added, (HB 24-1039), ch. 127, p. 425, § 3, effective April 29; (1)(b)(I)
and (1)(d) amended, (HB 24-1448), ch. 236, p. 1526, § 28, effective May 23; (1)(b)(X) amended,
(HB 24-1451), ch. 354, p. 2411, § 1, effective June 3; (1)(b)(IX) and (1)(b)(X) amended and

Colorado Revised Statutes 2025 Page 104 of 1467 Uncertified Printout



(1)(b)(XI) added, (HB 24-1323), ch. 419, p. 2861, § 2, effective June 5. L. 2025: (1)(b)(XI) and
(1)(b)(XII) amended and (1)(b)(XII) added, (SB 25-276), ch. 240, p. 1223, § 24, effective May
23.

Editor's note: (1) Amendments to subsection (1) in Senate Bill 00-186 were superseded
by House Bill 00-1040.

(2) Subsection (1)(b)(V) was originally numbered as (1)(b)(IV) in Senate Bill 03-326,
but has been renumbered on revision for ease of location.

(3) Amendments to subsection (1)(b)(X) by HB 24-1039, HB 24-1323, and HB 24-1451
were harmonized.

Cross references: (1) For the legislative declaration in HB 19-1032, see section 1 of
chapter 408, Session Laws of Colorado 2019. For the legislative declaration in HB 19-1194, see
section 1 of chapter 160, Session Laws of Colorado 2019. For the legislative declaration in SB
25-276, see section 1 of chapter 240, Session Laws of Colorado 2025.

(2) For the short title ("Creating a Respectful and Open World for Natural Hair Act of
2020" or the "CROWN Act of 2020") and the legislative declaration in HB 20-1048, see sections
1 and 2 of chapter 8, Session Laws of Colorado 2020.

22-2-118. Department of education - study of school district administration and
staffing patterns. (Repealed)

Source: L. 89: Entire section added, p. 965, § 11, effective June 7.

Editor's note: Subsection (2) provided for the repeal of this section, effective February
15, 1990. (See L. 89, p. 965.)

22-2-119. Department of education - inquiries concerning prospective employees -
background investigation fee. (1) When an inquiry is made by a board of education of a school
district pursuant to the provisions of section 22-32-109.7 (1) or (1.5), by the governing board of
a nonpublic school pursuant to the provisions of section 22-1-121, by the governing board of a
charter school pursuant to the provisions of section 22-30.5-110.5, or by the governing board of
an institute charter school pursuant to the provisions of section 22-30.5-511.5, concerning a
prospective or current employee, the department shall provide the following information
concerning such person:

(a) Whether according to the records of the department such person has been convicted
of, has pled nolo contendere to, or has received a deferred sentence for:

(D A felony; or

(IT)y A misdemeanor crime involving unlawful sexual behavior or unlawful behavior
involving children; or

(IT) A misdemeanor crime, the underlying factual basis of which has been found by the
court on the record to involve domestic violence, as defined in section 18-6-800.3 (1), C.R.S.;

(b) (I Whether such person has been dismissed by, or has resigned from, a school
district as a result of an allegation of unlawful behavior involving a child, including unlawful
sexual behavior, which was supported by a preponderance of the evidence according to
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information required to be provided to the department by the school district pursuant to the
provisions of section 22-32-109.7 (3);

(I) The department of education shall not disclose to any prospective employer any
information reported to the department from a school district pursuant to section 22-32-109.7 (3)
unless and until the department confirms that the allegation resulted in a finding of a confirmed
report of child abuse or neglect. The department shall request a check of the records and reports
of child abuse or neglect maintained by the state department of human services pursuant to the
provisions of section 19-1-307 (2)(1), C.R.S.

(II) If the department confirms that the allegation resulted in a finding of a confirmed
report of child abuse or neglect and the report concerning such person is subsequently expunged
pursuant to the provisions of section 19-3-313.5 (3)(f), C.R.S., such person may notify the
department that the report has been expunged. If the department verifies that the report has been
expunged, the department shall remove such information about the person from the files kept by
the department.

(b.5) Whether the person's educator license or certification has ever been denied,
suspended, revoked, or annulled in this state or in another state, including but not limited to any
information gained as a result of an inquiry by the department to a national teacher information
clearinghouse;

(c) If a holder of a license or authorization pursuant to the provisions of article 60.5 of
this title, whether such person's certificate, letter of authorization, authorization, or license has
ever been annulled, suspended, or revoked pursuant to the provisions of section 22-60-110 (2)(b)
as said section existed prior to July 1, 1999, or pursuant to article 60.5 of this title following a
conviction, a plea of nolo contendere, or a deferred sentence for a crime involving unlawful
sexual behavior or unlawful behavior involving children.

(2) Except for authorized inquiries made by boards of education, governing boards of
nonpublic schools, governing boards of charter schools, or governing boards of institute charter
schools, the department shall consider information held by the department to be confidential
information and not subject to the provisions of part 2 of article 72 of title 24, C.R.S. Any person
who releases such information in violation of this subsection (2) shall be subject to the penalties
set forth in section 24-72-206, C.R.S.; except that any person who releases information received
by the department concerning information contained in the records and reports of child abuse or
neglect maintained by the state department of human services shall be deemed to have violated
section 19-1-307 (4), C.R.S.

(3) (a) When providing the information required in subsection (1) of this section, the
department shall provide the information within the following timelines:

() For information that the department possesses at the time of the request, the
department shall provide the information no later than ten business days following the receipt of
the inquiry;

(I) For information that the department must obtain by a background check, the
department shall provide the information no later than ten business days following the receipt of
the information.

(b) If provisions of this subsection (3) increase the costs for the department and the
department increases educator licensing fees to address the increased costs, the increase shall be
no greater than necessary and shall be included in the department's annual budget request to the
joint budget committee.
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(4) (a) A school district shall verify the results of a fingerprint-based criminal history
record check performed for the department on a school employee or applicant, and the Colorado
bureau of investigation shall share the information from the initial fingerprint-based criminal
history record check with the requesting entity.

(b) When the Colorado bureau of investigation provides the department with an update
regarding a school employee who was previously subject to a fingerprint-based criminal history
record check, the department shall provide that update to each school district and charter school
in the state. Each school district and charter school shall cross-check its employee list with the
provided update and take appropriate action, if necessary.

(5) The department may collect a background investigation fee in responding to inquiries
pursuant to this section submitted regarding a person who does not hold an educator license
issued pursuant to article 60.5 of this title. The state board, by rule, shall establish the amount of
the background investigation fee to generate an amount of revenue that approximates the direct
and indirect costs incurred by the department in responding to inquiries pursuant to this section
regarding unlicensed persons. The department shall transmit the fees collected pursuant to this
section to the state treasurer who shall credit the fees to the educator licensure cash fund, created
pursuant to section 22-60.5-112.

Source: L. 90: Entire section added, p. 1028, § 17, effective July 1. L. 93: IP(1)
amended, p. 611, § 1, effective April 30; (1)(b) amended, p. 634, § 2, effective July 1. L. 96:
(1)(b)(I) amended, p. 1174, § 11, effective January 1, 1997. L. 99: IP(1) and (1)(a) amended, p.
1102, § 3, effective July 1. L. 2000: (1)(c) amended, p. 1849, § 40, effective August 2. L. 2003:
IP(1)(a) and (1)(a)(Il) amended and (1)(a)(Ill) added, p. 2515, § 4, effective June 5; (1)(b)(II),
(1)(b)(IID), and (2) amended, p. 1408, § 15, effective January 1, 2004. L. 2008: IP(1) and (2)
amended and (1)(b.5) and (5) added, pp. 1659, 1660, §§ 1, 2, effective May 29; (3) and (4)
added, p. 2224, § 1, effective June 5.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration contained in the 2003 act amending
subsections (1)(b)(II), (1)(b)(IIT), and (2), see section 1 of chapter 196, Session Laws of
Colorado 2003.

22-2-119.3. Department of education - educator preparation program students -
record check - fee - definitions. (1) A student requesting a criminal history record check must
submit to the Colorado bureau of investigation a complete set of his or her fingerprints taken by
a qualified law enforcement agency, an authorized employee of the department and notarized, or
any third party approved by the Colorado bureau of investigation. If an approved third party
takes the person's fingerprints, the fingerprints may be electronically captured using Colorado
bureau of investigation-approved livescan equipment. Third-party vendors shall not keep the
student information for more than thirty days unless requested to do so by the student. The
student shall submit the fingerprints for the purpose of obtaining a fingerprint-based criminal
history record check through the Colorado bureau of investigation and the federal bureau of
investigation to determine whether the student has a criminal history. The student shall pay to
the Colorado bureau of investigation the fee established by the bureau for conducting the
criminal history record check. Upon completion of the criminal history record check, the bureau
shall forward the results to the department.
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(2) On a form provided by the department, the student shall:

(a) Certify, under penalty of perjury, either:

(I) That he or she has never been convicted of committing any felony or misdemeanor,
but not including any misdemeanor traffic offense or traffic infraction; or

(IT) That he or she has been convicted of committing any felony or misdemeanor, but not
including any misdemeanor traffic offense or traffic infraction. Such certification shall specify
such felony or misdemeanor for which convicted, the date of such conviction, and the court
entering the judgment of conviction.

(b) Furnish the following information to the department:

(I) The educator preparation program in which the student is enrolled;

(IT) The school districts or charter schools in which the student has been placed for field
experiences; and

(IT) Any other information required by the department to release the results of a record
check pursuant to this section.

(3) When the results of a fingerprint-based criminal history record check of a student
performed pursuant to this section reveal a record of arrest without a disposition, the department
shall perform a name-based judicial record check of that student.

(4) (a) Within seven days after receiving the results of a record check conducted
pursuant to this section, the department shall provide the results of the record check, to the extent
permitted by state or federal law or regulation, to the educator preparation program in which the
student is enrolled and to any school district or charter school that has made an inquiry to the
department concerning the results of a record check of a student who has been placed in the
school district or charter school for field experiences.

(b) The student shall provide, on a form approved by the department, additional school
districts or charter schools in which the student has been placed for field experiences.

(¢) When the Colorado bureau of investigation provides the department with an update
regarding a student who was previously subject to a fingerprint-based criminal history record
check, the department shall provide that update to each education preparation program, school
district, and charter school identified by the student as a school district or charter school in which
the student has been placed for field experiences pursuant to this section.

(5) The department may establish and collect a fee that is based on the department's
actual costs associated with administration of this section.

(6) Asused in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Charter school" means a charter school authorized by a school district pursuant to
part 1 of article 30.5 of this title 22 or a charter school authorized by the state charter school
institute pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title 22.

(b) "Convicted" or "conviction" means a conviction by a jury verdict or by entry of a
verdict or acceptance of a guilty plea by a court and also includes the forfeiture of any bail,
bond, or other security deposited to secure the appearance by a person charged with having
committed a felony or misdemeanor, the payment of a fine, a plea of nolo contendere, the
imposition of a deferred or suspended sentence by the court, or an agreement for a deferred
prosecution approved by the court.

(c) "Educator preparation program" means an approved educator preparation program as
defined in section 22-60.5-121 (1)(b).
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(d) "Name-based judicial record check" means a background check performed using
judicial department records that includes an individual's conviction and final disposition of case
records.

(e) "Student" means a student enrolled in an educator preparation program who has been
placed in a school district or charter school for a position that will provide field experiences to
prepare the student to be a teacher or other school professional.

Source: L. 2018: Entire section added, (SB 18-229), ch. 232, p. 1449, § 1, effective
August 8. L. 2022: (2)(b)(IID), (3), (4)(a), IP(6), and (6)(d) amended, (HB 22-1270), ch. 114, p.
512, § 1, effective April 21. L. 2023: (6)(c) amended, (SB 23-258), ch. 334, p. 2010, § 10,
effective August 7.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in SB 23-258, see section 1 of chapter
334, Session Laws of Colorado 2023.

22-2-119.5. Department of education - duty to report - convictions. (1) Upon
receiving a report from a court pursuant to section 13-1-130, C.R.S., that a person has been
convicted of, pled guilty or nolo contendere to, or received a deferred sentence for an offense
specified in subsection (2) of this section, the department shall immediately report such fact to
the school district that is the current employer or the last-known employer of the person.

(2) The provisions of this section shall apply to the following offenses:

(a) A felony;

(b) A misdemeanor offense specified in section 18-7-302 (2)(b), C.R.S., or part 4 of
article 3, part 4 of article 6, or part 4 of article 7 of title 18, C.R.S., or any counterpart municipal
law of this state;

(c) A misdemeanor, the underlying factual basis of which has been found by the court on
the record to involve domestic violence, as defined in section 18-6-800.3 (1), C.R.S.

Source: L. 2003: Entire section added, p. 2515, § 5, effective June 5.

22-2-120. Department of education - study of optimum school size and the
feasibility of school district reorganization. (Repealed)

Source: L. 90: Entire section added, p. 1085, § 48, effective May 31.

Editor's note: Subsection (2) provided for the repeal of this section, effective January 1,
1992. (See L. 90, p. 1085.)

22-2-121. Department of education - funding for national academic award winners.
(Repealed)

Source: L. 97: Entire section added, p. 1058, § 1, effective May 27. L. 2006: Entire
section repealed, p. 596, § 5, effective August 7.
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22-2-121.5. National academic contest fund - balance of moneys - transfer.
(Repealed)

Source: L. 2011: Entire section added, (SB 11-218), ch. 151, p. 525, § 1, effective May
5. L. 2015: Entire section repealed, (SB 15-264), ch. 259, p. 953, § 43, effective August 5.

22-2-122. Grants to schools and school districts. (1) (a) In preparing the application
forms to be submitted by school districts or public schools when applying for grant moneys,
except as otherwise required by statute, the department shall not require information from public
schools or school districts which has been previously submitted to the department; except that
this prohibition shall not apply to annual updates of information sought by the department.

(b) In preparing said application forms and in reviewing submitted applications, the
department shall utilize a database of pertinent data previously received from, or otherwise
obtained regarding, schools and school districts, so as to minimize the need to require schools
and school districts to send duplicative information.

(2) Whenever, as part of a grant program, the department or a school or school district is
required to prepare an evaluation of the effectiveness of the services provided using the grant
moneys, the department shall compile the evaluations and make such evaluations readily
available to all schools and school districts upon request. Any costs associated with the
compilation and availability of such reports shall be paid from the amount appropriated to the
department for costs incurred in administering such grant programs.

(3) (a) For each budget year, the department shall allocate to the boards of cooperative
services established pursuant to article 5 of this title that provide a wide range of services
described in section 22-5-118 to their member school districts, or school districts with student
populations of less than four thousand students, an amount equal to one percent of the amount
appropriated to all education grant programs for that fiscal year, or two hundred fifty thousand
dollars, whichever is less. The amount allocated to the boards of cooperative services pursuant to
this subsection (3) shall be taken from the amounts appropriated to all education grant programs.
In the event the department allocates two hundred fifty thousand dollars, such amount shall be
taken from each education grant program in the same proportion that the amount appropriated
for that fiscal year to the education grant program bears to the total amount appropriated for that
fiscal year to all education grant programs.

(b) The department shall proportionately divide the moneys allocated pursuant to this
subsection (3) among the boards of cooperative services described in paragraph (a) of this
subsection (3) on a per school district basis, based on the total number of school districts that
have student populations of less than four thousand students and are members of boards of
cooperative services that shall receive moneys pursuant to this subsection (3).

(c) The boards of cooperative services that receive moneys pursuant to this subsection
(3) shall only use such moneys to assist member school districts and schools in applying for
grants from education grant programs. One or more boards of cooperative services may use the
moneys allocated pursuant to this subsection (3) jointly to provide services to member school
districts from more than one board of cooperative services.

Source: L. 2002: Entire section added, p. 326, § 1, effective August 7. L. 2003: (1)(a),
(2), 3)(a), and (3)(c) amended, p. 2140, § 44, effective May 22.
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22-2-122.5. COVID-19 learning impacts - extended learning opportunities - funding
- combined application, reporting, and evaluation process - rules - legislative declaration -
definitions - repeal. (1) The general assembly finds and declares that:

(a) Ongoing gaps in learning opportunities for students, including opportunities for
underserved students and communities, and disrupted learning have accelerated due to the
unprecedented changes to the student learning environment and access to education due to the
presence of the COVID-19 virus in Colorado;

(b) Pursuant to state and federal law, there may be a variety of programs and funding
available to local education providers to address these learning impacts through extended
learning opportunities. However, not all local education providers have the necessary resources,
whether time, staff, or expertise, to navigate various funding opportunities.

(c) Because local education providers in communities across the state may have different
needs with respect to addressing COVID-19 learning impacts, and because the funding available
to address learning impacts may be tied to different goals and objectives, it is more efficient and
a better use of the resources of both the department and local education providers to create a
streamlined process for local education providers to access funding for extended learning
opportunities based on the specific needs of the local education provider;

(d) Rather than completing multiple applications with different deadlines, the
department has the ability to create a needs-based approach to the award of grants and other
sources of funding, creating a robust process of matching a local education provider's needs with
the extended learning opportunities that meet those needs; and

(e) The combined administration of grant programs and other funding sources allows for
more efficient reporting on the use and the impact of the funding, as well as the opportunity,
with sufficient appropriations, to conduct more robust evaluations of the outcomes and overall
effectiveness of the extended learning opportunities implemented at the local level. The
department of education is uniquely positioned to use the data collected locally to share best
practices statewide for the effective implementation of extended learning opportunities that lead
to academic gains across student demographic groups.

(2) Asused in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Extended learning opportunities" means a program or method of academic support
beyond standard programming or school practice that takes place either outside of normal school
hours or outside of the regular school program. "Extended learning opportunities" include
supplemental programming that allows a local education provider to provide supplemental
education targeted at opportunity gaps and recovering from disrupted learning due to the
presence of COVID-19 in the state. Examples of "extended learning opportunities" include but
are not limited to summer school programming, extended school days or extended school weeks,
high-impact tutoring, creative enrichment tied to academic gains, social-emotional supports, and
additional mental health supports tied to academic success. "Extended learning opportunities" do
not include an education voucher, scholarship, or savings account.

(b) "Local education provider" means:

(I) A school district organized pursuant to article 30 of this title 22;

(I A board of cooperative services created pursuant to article 5 of this title 22;

(IIT) A charter school authorized by a school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of
this title 22;
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(IV) An institute charter school authorized by the state charter school institute pursuant
to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title 22; and

(V) Any other provider of public preschool through secondary school education in the
state that is eligible to receive grants or other funding administered by the department pursuant
to this section, regardless of the source, to address learning impacts resulting from the presence
of the COVID-19 virus in the state.

(3) To the extent possible, the department shall streamline the application process and
other requirements for various extended learning opportunities that address learning impacts
resulting from the presence of the COVID-19 virus in the state. The department is authorized to:

(a) Create a single, combined application for local education providers to apply for grant
programs or other sources of funding, regardless of the funding source, for extended learning
opportunities that address the needs of the local education provider and for which the local
education provider is eligible, and, to the extent possible, to align the application process and
deadlines;

(b) Identify one or more extended learning opportunities and funding sources that match
the needs identified by the local education provider;

(c) Create streamlined data collection and common reporting requirements for local
education providers for extended learning opportunities administered pursuant to this section that
reduce burdens on local education providers, minimizing the need for a local education provider
to provide the same information more than one time or to provide information that has
previously been provided to the department, with reporting deadlines to the department that
facilitate the department's reporting pursuant to subsection (3)(d) of this section;

(d) Streamline annual reporting by the department to the governor and executive branch
agencies and to the general assembly concerning extended learning opportunities administered
pursuant to this section, allowing combined reports and common deadlines, with reporting
commencing by or before the department's annual presentation to the legislative committee of
reference in January 2023, pursuant to the "State Measurement for Accountable, Responsive, and
Transparent (SMART) Government Act", created in part 2 of article 7 of title 2; and

(e) Subject to available funding for the evaluation of one or more extended learning
opportunities, create common data collection and evaluation criteria and metrics for all extended
learning opportunities being evaluated.

(4) The single, combined application to apply for funding for extended learning
opportunities pursuant to subsection (3)(a) of this section, regardless of the funding source, must
include, at a minimum:

(a) The local education provider's plan to utilize the funding to implement extended
learning opportunities, including the type of extended learning opportunity, the number of
students to be served, the estimated cost of implementing the extended learning opportunity, and
whether the local education provider will contract with any third-party extended learning
opportunity provider, and, if so, the name of the proposed provider and the amount of the
proposed contract;

(b) A description of the local education provider's internal progress-monitoring and
reporting system, as described in subsection (7) of this section;

(c) The local education provider's time frame for implementing the extended learning
opportunity; and
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(d) A description of the local education provider's staff and family engagement efforts to
determine the community-informed extended learning opportunity that best meets the needs of
the local education provider.

(5) The streamlined data collection and common reporting requirements for local
education providers pursuant to subsection (3)(c) of this section are subject to the department's
data privacy and suppression policies that are aligned to the "Student Data Transparency and
Security Act", article 16 of this title 22, and the federal "Family Educational Rights and Privacy
Act of 1974", 20 U.S.C. sec. 1232g. The streamlined data collection and common reporting
requirements must include, at a minimum:

(a) A description of the extended learning opportunity and its implementation by the
local education provider receiving funding;

(b) Whether the local education provider contracted with a third-party extended learning
opportunity provider, and, if so, the name of the provider and the amount of the contract;

(c) Data concerning the number of students served by the local education provider as a
result of the funding and demographic information for students served; and

(d) Data and information concerning student academic outcomes, as defined by the local
education provider as part of the application, that are associated with the implementation and
monitoring of the extended learning opportunity.

(6) The department's reporting to the general assembly pursuant to subsection (3)(d) of
this section must include, at a minimum, a summary of the reports submitted by local education
providers pursuant to subsection (5) of this section, data and information relevant to student
outcomes resulting from the implementation of the extended learning opportunity, and the
overall effectiveness of the extended learning opportunity. Notwithstanding section 24-1-136
(11)(a)(I), the department's annual reporting to the general assembly pursuant to subsection
(3)(d) of this section continues so long as extended learning opportunities are administered by
the department pursuant to this section.

(7) A local education provider receiving funding to implement an extended learning
opportunity shall establish an internal progress-monitoring system to monitor progress using
family- and community-informed practices to measure the effectiveness of the extended learning
opportunity through student educational gains. The internal progress-monitoring system must
allow for reporting on specific student demographic categories, allowing the sharing of best
practices across student demographics and across the state.

(8) (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the department shall ensure that
eligibility requirements, application requirements, allowable uses of funding, data collection and
reporting, and any other requirements specific to the extended learning opportunity or funding
source are met for all extended learning opportunities and related grant programs administered
pursuant to this section.

(b) The department shall reserve a proportionate share of the money available for state-
funded grants for extended learning opportunities for rural local education providers, as
determined by the department, and is encouraged to reserve a proportionate share of federal
funding for implementation of extended learning opportunities by rural local education
providers.

(9) If required by law and subject to available appropriations, the department shall
evaluate one or more extended learning opportunities implemented across local education
providers using a common set of evaluation criteria and metrics.
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(10) The state board may adopt any rules necessary for the implementation of this
section.

(11) The general assembly may annually appropriate money to the department for the
implementation of state-funded extended learning opportunities by local education providers.

(12) This section is repealed, effective July 1, 2026.

Source: L. 2021: Entire section added, (HB 21-1259), ch. 210, p. 1088, § 1, effective
June 7.

22-2-123. Eligible facilities education task force - creation - membership - duties -
repeal. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2002: Entire section added, p. 907, § 2, effective July 1. L. 2003: (3)
amended, p. 2006, § 81, effective May 22.

Editor's note: Subsection (7) provided for the repeal of this section, effective January 1,
2004. (See L. 2002, p. 907.)

22-2-124. Family literacy education grant program - rules - repeal. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2002: Entire section added, p. 814, § 2, effective May 30. L. 2003: (9)
amended, p. 2166, § 1, effective June 3. L. 2006: (9)(b)(I) amended, p. 597, § 6, effective
August 7; (2)(c)(I) amended, p. 1213, § 6, effective July 1, 2007. L. 2007: (7)(c) repealed, p.
756, § 3, effective May 10; (9)(a)(I) repealed, p. 1038, § 10, effective May 22; (9) amended, p.
1406, § 2, effective May 30. L. 2012: (2)(1)(XI) and (2)(i)(XII) amended, (HB 12-1120), ch. 27,
p. 107, § 21, effective June 1. L. 2014: (10) added, (HB 14-1085), ch. 343, p. 1534, § 2, effective
June 5.

Editor's note: Subsection (10) provided for the repeal of this section, effective July 1,
2014. (See L. 2014, p. 1534.)

22-2-125. Loan program for capital improvements in growth school districts - use
of public school fund. (1) For purposes of this section:

(a) "Capital improvement" means:

(I) The acquisition or purchase of buildings or grounds;

(ID The enlargement, improvement, remodeling, repairing, or making of additions to any
school building;

(IIT) The construction or erection of school buildings;

(IV) The equipping or furnishing of any school building, but only in conjunction with a
construction project for a new building or for an addition to an existing building or in
conjunction with a project for substantial remodeling, improvement, or repair of an existing
building; or

(V) The improvement of school grounds.

(b) "Growth district" means any district whose supplemental pupil enrollment exceeded
the district's pupil enrollment for the most recently completed budget year by a number greater
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than one percent of the district's pupil enrollment for that budget year or fifty pupils, whichever
is less.

(2) As authorized under the provisions of section 3 of article IX of the state constitution,
the state treasurer may make loans to growth districts for the purpose of funding capital
improvements. The procedures for the making of loans shall be determined by the state treasurer
subject to the following:

(a) No loan shall be authorized for any capital improvement that has not been approved
by the state board in accordance with subsection (3) of this section.

(b) No loan shall be authorized in an amount other than the amount determined by the
state board unless the state board approves the change in the loan amount; except that the state
board shall not authorize an amount of a loan for any growth district that exceeds ten percent of
the amount of the public school fund that the state treasurer has determined may be loaned out in
accordance with subsection (5) of this section.

(c) No loan shall be authorized unless the debt is approved by the voters of the growth
district.

(d) No loan shall be authorized unless the method for repayment of the loan is specified
in the application. If the loan is to be repaid from a property tax mill levy, such levy must be
approved at the same election that authorized the creation of the debt.

(e¢) The loan shall be made as soon as possible upon approval of the loan by the state
board.

(3) (a) On and after January 1, 2003, a growth district may apply to the state board for a
loan of public school fund moneys to be used by the growth district to pay for one or more
capital improvements. The amount of the loan requested shall be an amount equal to the full cost
of the capital improvement or a lesser amount that in combination with other financial resources
of the growth district shall allow the capital improvement to be completed. The loan application
shall be in a form prescribed by the state board and shall include:

(I) A description of the capital improvement for which a loan is sought and a statement
of the reasons why the capital improvement is necessary;

(IT) A timeline for completion of the capital improvement;

(IIT) A building permit for the capital improvement, if applicable;

(IV) A statement of the amount of the loan requested together with an estimate of the
cost of the capital improvement prepared by a qualified builder or contractor. If the amount of
the loan requested differs from the amount of the estimate of the cost of the capital improvement,
the growth district shall also provide an explanation for the difference.

(V) A plan for repaying the loan, including a proposed repayment schedule;

(VD) A statement of the amount of moneys from other sources, if any, that the growth
district intends to use to help defray the costs of the capital improvement; and

(VII) Any additional information that the state board may reasonably require, by rules
promulgated in accordance with article 4 of title 24, C.R.S., to help it determine whether or not
to approve the loan application.

(b) To ensure that a growth district applying for a loan can move forward with any
capital improvements quickly or develop alternative financing strategies without undue delay,
the state board shall approve or disapprove a loan application no later than forty-five days after
the application is submitted. To ensure that loan applications can be processed efficiently, the
state board may delegate the authority to approve loan applications to a designated employee of
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the department. The state board or its designee shall consider all of the information in an
application before approving or disapproving the application and a growth district whose loan
application is denied shall have no right to further review by the state board or its designee.

(4) The state board shall establish a repayment schedule that shall require the growth
district to make monthly payments on the loan and fully repay all moneys borrowed within ten
years after the date a loan is made available pursuant to subsection (2) of this section.

(5) The state treasurer shall determine the amount of the public school fund that may be
loaned out pursuant to this section and the rate of interest to be charged on loans. The state
treasurer shall charge interest on loans made at a rate designed to match the rate of interest
derived from the deposit and investment of moneys in the public school fund. Payments of the
principal of and interest on all loans shall be returned to the fund.

(6) The general assembly shall appropriate money from the general fund to restore
moneys to the public school fund, together with interest, that are lost by reason of the failure of
any school district to repay a loan made pursuant to this section.

Source: L. 2002: Entire section added, p. 1742, § 15, effective June 7.

Editor's note: This section was originally numbered as 22-2-122 in House Bill 02-1349
but has been renumbered on revision for ease of location.

22-2-126. On-line education programs - study - report - repeal. (Repealed)
Source: L. 2002: Entire section added, p. 1781, § 46, effective June 7.

Editor's note: Subsection (5) provided for the repeal of this section, effective January 1,
2003. (See L. 2002, p. 1781.)

22-2-127. Financial literacy - resource bank - technical assistance - definitions -
appropriation. (1) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Colorado application for state financial aid" or "CASFA" means the application to
determine student financial need and eligibility for state financial aid programs using federal
FAFSA methodology, or any successor form.

(b) "Financial literacy" means knowledge of personal finances that is sufficient to enable
a person to manage savings, investment, and checking accounts; to design and maintain a
household budget; to manage personal debt; to understand consumer credit and finance; to
manage personal credit options; to assess the affordability of and how to budget for
postsecondary education; to understand the purpose of and how to access and complete the
FAFSA or CASFA to access student financial aid; to understand the home buying process,
including home loans and managing mortgage debt; and to understand and select from short-
term and long-term investment options.

(c) "Free application for federal student aid" or "FAFSA" means the federal application
used to determine student financial need and eligibility for federal student aid programs, or any
successor form.

(2) The state board shall create and maintain a resource bank of materials pertaining to
financial literacy. At a minimum, the resource bank shall include national model standards for
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financial literacy, model programs of instruction for financial literacy, model financial literacy
curricula, and model materials for professional educator development in teaching financial
literacy. The resource bank shall also include a list of the available mathematics and economics
textbooks that contain substantive provisions on personal finance, including personal budgeting,
credit, debt management, and similar personal finance topics. The state board shall ensure that
the materials included in the resource bank represent the best practices in the teaching of
financial literacy. The materials in the resource bank shall be available to school districts not
later than March 15, 2005.

(2.5) In addition to the materials included in the resource bank pursuant to subsection (2)
of this section, the resource bank must also include information concerning financial aid
planning for postsecondary education expenses; information concerning the benefits of
completing and submitting the FAFSA, or, for students who are not eligible for financial aid
pursuant to Title IV, Part B of the federal "Higher Education Act of 1965", as amended, the
CASFA; and electronic links to the FAFSA and CASFA and instructions for completing the
FAFSA and CASFA.

(3) Upon the request of a school district or a charter school, the department shall provide
technical assistance to the school district or charter school in designing a curriculum of financial
literacy.

(4) The department shall implement the provisions of this section to the fullest degree
possible within existing resources. The department shall contract with one or more entities for
the implementation of this section.

(5) The general assembly hereby finds and declares that, for purposes of section 17 of
article IX of the state constitution, creation of a resource bank of materials pertaining to financial
literacy is an important element of an accountable program to meet state academic standards and
may therefore receive funding from the state education fund created in section 17 (4) of article
IX of the state constitution.

(6) The department is authorized to accept and expend any gifts, grants, or donations that
may be available from any private or public sources for the implementation of this section. All
private and public funds received through gifts, grants, or donations pursuant to this subsection
(6) shall be transmitted to the state treasurer, who shall credit the same to the financial literacy
cash fund, which fund is hereby created and referred to in this subsection (6) as the "fund". The
moneys in the fund shall be subject to annual appropriation by the general assembly for the
direct and indirect costs associated with the implementation of this section. Any moneys in the
fund not expended for the purposes of this section may be invested by the state treasurer as
provided by law. All interest and income derived from the investment and deposit of moneys in
the fund shall be credited to the fund. Any unexpended and unencumbered moneys remaining in
the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not be credited or
transferred to the general fund or another fund.

(7) Repealed.

Source: L. 2004: Entire section added, p. 1773, § 1, effective June 4. L. 2011: (6)
amended, (SB 11-218), ch. 151, p. 525, § 2, effective May 5. L. 2015: (6) amended, (SB 15-
264), ch. 259, p. 953, § 44, effective August 5. L. 2021: (1) amended and (2.5) added, (HB 21-
1200), ch. 284, p. 1686, § 3, effective September 7. L. 2022: (7) added, (HB 22-1366), ch. 244,
p. 1814, § 4, effective May 26.
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Editor's note: Subsection (7)(c) provided for the repeal of subsection (7), effective July
1,2025. (See L. 2022, p. 1814.)

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 21-1200, see section 1 of chapter
284, Session Laws of Colorado 2021. For the legislative declaration in HB 22-1366, see section
1 of chapter 244, Session Laws of Colorado 2022.

22-2-127.1. Stipends for financial aid training - definitions - appropriation - repeal.
(Repealed)

Source: L. 2022: Entire section added, (HB 22-1366), ch. 244, p. 1814, § 5, effective
May 26.

Editor's note: Subsection (4) provided for the repeal of this section, effective July 1,
2025. (See L. 2022, p. 1814.)

22-2-127.3. Holocaust and genocide studies - resource bank - technical assistance -
definitions. (1) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Genocide" has the same meaning as set forth in section 22-1-104.7 (1)(a).

(b) "Holocaust" has the same meaning as set forth in section 22-1-104.7 (1)(b).

(c) "Holocaust and genocide studies" has the same meaning as set forth in section 22-1-
104.7 (1)(c).

(2) (a) The department shall create and maintain a publicly available resource bank of
materials pertaining to Holocaust and genocide courses and programs. At a minimum, the
resource bank must include:

(I) Sample academic content standards for Holocaust and genocide studies;

(IT) Sample programs of instruction for Holocaust and genocide studies;

(IIT) Samples of Holocaust and genocide studies learning resources, including first-
person testimony;

(IV) Sample materials for professional educator development in teaching Holocaust and
genocide studies; and

(V) Case studies on the Holocaust and genocides, including but not limited to the
Armenian Genocide.

(b) The department shall ensure that the materials included in the resource bank
represent the best practices in teaching Holocaust and genocide studies, and the department shall
seek input from experts in the area of Holocaust and genocide studies in compiling the materials.

(c) The department shall ensure that the resource bank is available for access by school
districts, charter schools, boards of cooperative services, and the public by July 1, 2021.

(3) To the extent such resources and tools are readily available to the department, the
resource bank may also:

(a) Identify existing resources and tools that provide opportunities for experts in
Holocaust and genocide studies to be paired with a teacher in the classroom to co-teach courses
in Holocaust and genocide studies; and
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(b) Include a listing of schools and school districts that are interested in finding experts
who wish to volunteer to co-teach courses in Holocaust and genocide studies and a listing of
experts who are interested in volunteering to co-teach such courses.

(4) The department may seek, accept, and expend gifts, grants, or donations from private
or public sources for the purposes of this section.

Source: L. 2020: Entire section added, (HB 20-1336), ch. 252, p. 1228, § 3, effective
July 8.

22-2-127.4. Black historical and cultural studies - advisory committee - resource
bank - technical assistance - definitions. (1) As used in this section, unless the context
otherwise requires:

(a) "Black historical and cultural studies" means an interdisciplinary program of
elementary through secondary academic study that:

(I)  Represents Black historical experiences through truthful, inclusive, complex
narratives that connect with contemporary realities; and

(IT) Highlights the innovations and cultural contributions of Black people in Colorado,
America, and the world.

(b) "Committee" means the Black historical and cultural studies advisory committee
created pursuant to subsection (2) of this section.

(c) "Local education provider" means:

(D) A school district;

(IT) A charter school authorized by a school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of
this title 22;

(IIT) A charter school authorized by the state charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of
article 30.5 of this title 22;

(IV) The state charter school institute created pursuant to section 22-30.5-503; or

(V) A board of cooperative services created and operating pursuant to article 5 of this
title 22 that operates one or more public schools.

(2) The Black historical and cultural studies advisory committee is created in the
department. The purpose of the committee is to make recommendations to the state board and
department to be implemented in conjunction with the regular six-year review of the state's
education standards and programs pursuant to section 22-7-1005 and to recommend resources
and provide technical assistance pursuant to subsection (6) of this section.

(3) (a) The Black historical and cultural studies advisory committee consists of
seventeen members appointed by the designated appointing officials as follows:

(I) The governor shall appoint, through the office of boards and commissions, the
following members of the committee:

(A) One member who is an academic expert in Black history and culture;

(B) One member who is a historian with expertise in the history of Black Coloradans;

(C) One member who is a teacher in a rural school district or a small rural school
district, as defined in section 22-7-1211, and holds an initial or professional teacher's license
pursuant to article 60.5 of this title 22;
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(D) One member who is a teacher in a school district that is not a rural school district or
a small rural school district, as defined in section 22-7-1211, and holds an initial or professional
teacher's license pursuant to article 60.5 of this title 22;

(E) One member who is a librarian with expertise in Black arts and culture and who is a
member of a professional association of librarians;

(F) Two members who are curriculum specialists, one of whom has expertise in
elementary education, one of whom has expertise in secondary education, and both of whom are
members of a professional association;

(G) One member who is a parent or legal guardian of a student who attends a public
school and is a member of a parent organization;

(H) Two members who each represent a nonprofit organization with expertise in civil
rights and racial justice with an emphasis on comprehensive Black historical and cultural
education in public schools;

(I) One member who represents a nonprofit organization with expertise in Black arts and
culture; and

(J) Two members from the community whose leadership in literary, artistic, military,
business, science, technology, media, or civic life contributes valuable lived experience and
cultural competency to the work of the committee;

(I) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint one member;

(IIT) The president of the senate shall appoint one member; and

(IV) The commissioner shall appoint two members from the department, who are
nonvoting members.

(b) The membership of the committee must reflect a deep collective understanding of
Black history and culture, with demonstrated expertise in Black history, social equity, and civil
rights. A majority of the committee members must have either classroom experience or
experience in developing education content standards.

(c) The appointing officials shall make the initial appointments to the committee no later
than January 1, 2026.

(d) The term of appointment is four years. The appointing officials shall fill any
vacancies on the committee for the remainder of any unexpired term.

(4) Members of the committee serve without compensation and without reimbursement
for expenses.

(5) (a) The committee shall elect a chair from among the committee's members to serve
for a term not to exceed two years, as determined by the committee.

(b) The committee shall meet at least twice annually. The chair may call such additional
meetings as are necessary for the committee to complete its duties.

(6) The committee shall:

(a) Make recommendations to the state board and the department regarding standards
that identify the knowledge and skills that elementary through secondary education students
should acquire related to Black historical and cultural studies pursuant to section 22-7-1005 (2.9)
and develop recommendations for the state board to integrate during its six-year review of the
state's education standards;

(b) Identify and recommend materials and resources for inclusion in the resource bank
created pursuant to subsection (8) of this section; and
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(c) At the request of a local education provider, collaborate with the department to
provide technical assistance to the local education provider in designing age-appropriate
curricula pertaining to Black historical and cultural studies.

(7) (a) In making recommendations pursuant to subsection (6)(a) of this section, the
committee shall coordinate with the history, culture, social contributions, and civil government
in education commission established pursuant to section 22-1-104.3 and may consider the
findings of the Black Coloradan racial equity study pursuant to section 2-2-2307 (1)(d).

(b) The recommendations must advance developmentally appropriate but comprehensive
instruction that:

(D) Includes a diversity of opinions and narratives within the Black experience;

(IT) Features factual accounts of the struggles and contributions of Black Americans in
all fields of endeavor;

(IIT) Reflects Black agency and resistance against oppression;

(IV) Fosters cross-cultural understanding and empowers all students;

(V) Features a diverse range of Black achievements in artistic, scientific, civic, and
business endeavors; and

(VD) Includes the study of early African civilizations, the global migrations of African
people throughout the African Diaspora, the slave trade and enslavement in America, abolition,
reconstruction, the civil rights movement, as well as Black history in Colorado and local Black
histories within the state.

(c) In making recommendations pursuant to subsection (6)(a) of this section, the
committee shall:

(I) Evaluate the most recent revisions to the state's history and civics standards that
reflect the recommendations provided by the history, culture, social contributions, and civil
government in education commission established in section 22-1-104.3; and

(II) Include recommendations for any updates necessary to make the state's history and
civics standards current, accurate, comprehensive, and aligned with the committee's other
recommendations.

(8) (a) The department shall create and maintain a resource bank of existing research-
based scholarly articles and promising program materials and curricula pertaining to Black
historical and cultural studies. The materials and curricula may be used in elementary and
secondary schools in the state. At a minimum, the resource bank must include the materials and
resources that the committee recommends pursuant to subsection (6)(b) of this section. To the
extent possible, the resource bank materials, scholarly articles, and curricula must be youth-
friendly, culturally sensitive, and available in both English and Spanish.

(b) On and after July 1, 2026, the department shall make the materials in the resource
bank available without charge to local education providers, professional educators, parents or
guardians of youth, and students. A local education provider is not required to adopt or
implement any material or curricula from the resource bank. At the request of a local education
provider and subject to available resources, the department shall provide technical assistance to
the local education provider in designing age-appropriate curricula pertaining to Black historical
and cultural studies.

(c) Local education providers are encouraged to report to the department on the
effectiveness of the resource bank materials and curricula and to recommend changes to improve
the materials and curricula. The department is encouraged to update the resource bank materials

Colorado Revised Statutes 2025 Page 121 of 1467 Uncertified Printout



and curricula based on recommendations from local education providers, professional educators,
parents or guardians of youth, and students.

(9) The department may seek, accept, and expend gifts, grants, or donations from private
or public sources for the purposes of this section.

Source: L. 2025: Entire section added, (HB 25-1149), ch. 394, p. 2220, § 3, effective
June 3.

22-2-127.5. Computer science programs - resource bank. (1) (a) The department
shall create and maintain a publicly available resource bank of materials pertaining to computer
science courses and programs. At a minimum, the resource bank must include sample academic
content standards for computer science education, sample programs of instruction for computer
science, samples of computer science learning resources, and sample materials for professional
educator development in teaching computer science. The department shall ensure that the
materials included in the resource bank represent the best practices in teaching computer science
and shall seek input from experts in the area of computer science in creating and compiling the
materials.

(b) The department shall ensure that the resource bank is available for access by school
districts, charter schools, boards of cooperative services, and the public by July 1, 2018.

(¢) The department shall implement the provisions of this section to the fullest degree
possible within existing resources. The department may contract with one or more entities in
implementing this section.

(2) A school district, charter school, or board of cooperative services may choose
whether to provide classes in computer science and whether to use the materials in the resource
bank to provide those classes.

(3) The resource bank may also identify existing resources and tools that provide
opportunities for industry experts in computer science and technology to be paired with a teacher
in the classroom to co-teach courses in computer science. The resource bank may also include a
listing of schools and school districts that are interested in finding industry experts who wish to
volunteer to co-teach computer science courses, and a listing of industry experts who are
interested in volunteering to co-teach computer science courses.

(4) The department may seek, accept, and expend gifts, grants, or donations from private
or public sources for the purposes of this section. The department shall not create the resource
bank pursuant to this section unless the department receives sufficient gifts, grants, or donations
to implement this section.

Source: L. 2017: Entire section added, (HB 17-1184), ch. 145, p. 487, § 3, effective
August 9.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 17-1184, see section 1 of chapter
145, Session Laws of Colorado 2017.

22-2-127.7. Marijuana education materials - resource bank - technical assistance.
(1) (@) The department, with assistance from the department of public health and environment,
shall create and maintain a resource bank of evidence-based, research-based, and promising
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program materials and curricula pertaining to marijuana, which materials and curricula may be
used in elementary and secondary schools in the state. In creating the resource bank and
curricula, the department, with the marijuana educational oversight committee established
pursuant to section 24-20-112 (4), shall solicit input from persons both inside and outside of the
marijuana industry. Subject to available appropriations, the department shall solicit requests for
information and may contract for:

(I) The organization and enhancement of the resource bank, including materials on the
prevention of marijuana use and education on medical and retail marijuana;

(IT) The development of marijuana curricula for schools and providing such curricula to
schools; and

(I) Training for educators and school staff concerning marijuana.

(b) The resource bank created pursuant to subsection (1)(a) of this section may be known
as the "Jack Splitt Memorial Marijuana Resource Bank".

(2) On and after July 1, 2017, the department shall make material in the resource bank
available without charge to school districts, charter schools, and boards of cooperative services.
At the request of a school district, charter school, or board of cooperative services, the
department shall provide technical assistance to the school district, charter school, or board of
cooperative services in designing age-appropriate curricula pertaining to marijuana use.

(3) After the resource bank and curricula are available, school districts, charter schools,
and boards of cooperative services are encouraged to report to the department on the
effectiveness of the resource bank and curricula and to recommend changes to improve the
resource bank or curricula. The department is encouraged to update the resource bank and
curricula based on recommendations from school districts, charter schools, and boards of
cooperative services.

Source: L. 2017: Entire section added, (SB 17-025), ch. 306, p. 1661, § 1, effective June

22-2-127.8. Social media impacts on mental health education literacy - resource
bank - technical assistance - reporting - definition. (1) (a) The department shall create and
maintain a resource bank of existing evidence-based, research-based scholarly articles and
promising program materials and curricula pertaining to the mental and physical health impacts
of social media use by youth, internet safety, and cybersecurity. The department shall convene a
temporary stakeholder group to assist with the creation and development of a plan for ongoing
maintenance of the resource bank by the department. The stakeholder group shall also identify
avenues for informing local education providers, parents, youth, and the public about the
resource bank. The materials and curricula may be used in elementary and secondary schools in
the state. To the extent possible, the resource bank materials, scholarly articles, and curricula
must be youth-friendly, culturally sensitive, and available in both English and Spanish, and may
include internet links to scholarly articles, resources, and materials about the mental and physical
health impacts of social media use, internet safety, and cybersecurity from entities that the
department finds reliable.

(b) To create the resource bank described in subsection (1)(a) of this section, the
department shall convene a temporary stakeholder group to identify the scholarly articles,
materials, and curricula that will be a part of the resource bank.
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(c) The stakeholder group must consist of no more than fifteen members, including a
department representative and, when possible, a person or people representing each of the
following: Educators; school mental health professionals; parents; youth between the ages of
eighteen to twenty-five; public health advocacy non-profits; an expert in technology such as a
cybersecurity expert, a representative from a technology industry association, or a technology
engineer; and youth mental health professionals such as a social worker, a child adolescent
psychiatrist, or other professional specializing in youth mental health.

(d) When possible, as part of the resource bank, the department, with assistance from the
stakeholder group, shall identify what grade or age-group materials are appropriate for, and
when possible, when a material could be used for a standard within the comprehensive health
education standards.

(2) On and after July 1, 2025, the department shall make the materials in the resource
bank available without charge to local education providers, professional educators, parents or
guardians of youth, students, and community providers. A local education provider is not
required to adopt or implement any material or curricula from the resource bank. At the request
of a local education provider, the department shall provide technical assistance to the local
education provider in designing age-appropriate curricula pertaining to mental health.

(3) The materials and resources in the resource bank that are available to youth must be
developed and updated with input from youth.

(4) Local education providers are encouraged to report to the department on the
effectiveness of the resource bank materials and curricula and to recommend changes to improve
the materials and curricula. The department is encouraged to update the resource bank materials
and curricula based on recommendations from local education providers, professional educators,
parents or guardians of youth, students, and community providers.

(5) The department shall collect disaggregated data on how often the materials and
curricula are accessed and include that information at the department's annual "SMART Act"
hearing held pursuant to part 2 of article 7 of title 2.

(6) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires, "local education
provider" means a school district, a charter school authorized by a school district pursuant to part
1 of article 30.5 of this title 22, a charter school authorized by the state charter school institute
pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title 22, the Colorado school for the deaf and the blind
authorized pursuant to section 22-80-102, an approved facility school as defined in section 22-2-
402, or a board of cooperative services created and operating pursuant to article 5 of this title 22
that operates one or more public schools.

Source: L. 2024: Entire section added, (HB 24-1136), ch. 460, p. 3186, § 2, effective
August 7.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 24-1136, see section 1 of chapter
460, Session Laws of Colorado 2024.

22-2-127.9. Mental health education literacy - resource bank - technical assistance.
(1) The department, with assistance from the office of suicide prevention created pursuant to
section 25-1.5-101 (1)(w)(I), the Colorado youth advisory council created pursuant to section 2-
2-1302, and the suicide prevention commission created pursuant to section 25-1.5-111, shall
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create and maintain a resource bank of evidence-based, research-based, and promising program
materials and curricula pertaining to mental health and comprehensive suicide prevention, as that
term is defined in section 25-1.5-112. These materials and curricula may be used in elementary
and secondary schools in the state. The resource bank and curricula must be youth-friendly,
culturally sensitive, and available in both English and Spanish. In creating the resource bank and
curricula, the department may provide internet links to resources and materials pertaining to
mental health available from other entities that the department finds reliable. Additionally, the
department shall solicit input from persons, including youth, within and outside of the mental
health profession, including both community and school mental health professionals. Subject to
available appropriations, the department shall solicit requests for information and may contract
for:

(a) The organization and enhancement of the resource bank, including materials on the
prevention of suicide, the after-effects of suicide attempts and suicide deaths, and postvention
training, and education on mental and behavioral health;

(b) The development of mental and behavioral health and suicide prevention,
intervention, and postvention curricula for schools and providing such curricula to schools; and

(c) Training for educators and school staff concerning mental and behavioral health and
suicide prevention.

(2) On and after July 1, 2020, the department shall make material in the resource bank
available without charge to school districts, charter schools, institute charter schools, boards of
cooperative services, professional educators, parents or guardians of youth, students, and
community providers. At the request of a school district, charter school, institute charter school,
or board of cooperative services, the department shall provide technical assistance to the school
district, charter school, institute charter school, or board of cooperative services in designing
age-appropriate curricula pertaining to mental health.

(3) The materials and resources available to students must be developed and updated
with input from youth.

(4) School districts, charter schools, institute charter schools, and boards of cooperative
services are encouraged to report to the department on the effectiveness of the resource bank and
curricula and to recommend changes to improve the resource bank or curricula. The department
is encouraged to update the resource bank and curricula based on recommendations from school
districts, charter schools, institute charter schools, boards of cooperative services, professional
educators, parents or guardians of youth, students, and community providers.

Source: L. 2019: Entire section added, (HB 19-1120), ch. 197, p. 2149, § 4, effective
May 16. L. 2021: (1) amended, (HB 21-1119), ch. 49, p. 206, § 2, effective September 7.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 19-1120, see section 1 of chapter
197, Session Laws of Colorado 2019. For the legislative declaration in HB 21-1119, see section
1 of chapter 49, Session Laws of Colorado 2021.

22-2-128. Department of education - reciprocal agreements with adjacent states -
report. (1) The department shall, to the extent that each state that is adjacent to Colorado is
agreeable, negotiate a reciprocal agreement with each such state to allow a child who is a
resident of one state to attend a public school in the other state without paying tuition when the
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geographic conditions or distances are such that it would be impracticable for the child to attend
the schools of his or her own state.

(2) On or before January 31, 2007, the department shall submit to the education
committees of the house of representatives and the senate, or any successor committees, a report
that includes but need not be limited to a list of the states that are adjacent to Colorado that have
entered into a reciprocal agreement with Colorado pursuant to subsection (1) of this section.

Source: L. 2006: Entire section added, p. 662, § 5, effective April 28.

22-2-129. Department of education - approved supplemental education services
providers - list. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2007: Entire section added, p. 408, § 1, effective August 3. L. 2024: Entire
section repealed, (HB 24-1450), ch. 490, p. 3413, § 32, effective August 7.

22-2-130. Supplemental online education grant program - legislative declaration -
definitions - creation - eligibility - award - fund. (1) The general assembly finds that:

(a) Online education courses that are supplemental to the education program provided by
a school district, charter school, or BOCES are a valuable resource for schools because they
allow a school district, charter school, or BOCES to provide a much richer, more varied
curriculum of courses for students at all levels of achievement. Further, enrollment in such
courses decreases the need for college remediation and helps prepare students to meet higher
education admission guidelines.

(b) Although small or rural school districts, charter schools, and BOCES may have the
greatest need for supplemental online education, these school districts, charter schools, and
BOCES may face financial or technical barriers when attempting to provide supplemental online
education courses to their students. Often these barriers are conquerable but out of reach for
these school districts, charter schools, and BOCES.

(b.5) Educational programs provided for students in out-of-home placement or through
day treatment facilities are generally small and have difficulty accessing resources or employing
a large number of teachers. Supplemental online education courses are especially helpful and
necessary for facility schools to enable them to provide a much wider variety of courses and to
help their students meet graduation standards.

(c) It is therefore in the best interests of the state to help small or rural school districts,
charter schools, BOCES, and facility schools provide supplemental online education courses to
their students by allowing these school districts, charter schools, facility schools, and BOCES to
apply for grants to help them overcome their financial and technical barriers.

(2) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "BOCES" means a board of cooperative services created pursuant to article 5 of this
title, all member school districts of which are eligible school districts.

(b) "Eligible charter school" means:

(D) A charter school that is authorized by an eligible school district pursuant to part 1 of
article 30.5 of this title and that does not operate an online program or as an online school; or

(I) An institute charter school that is authorized pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this
title, that enrolls fewer than three thousand students, as determined by the institute charter
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school's pupil enrollment certified by the state charter school institute on behalf of the institute
charter school to the state board pursuant to section 22-30.5-513 (3)(a), and that does not operate
an online program or as an online school.

(c) "Eligible school district" means a school district that does not export an online
program or online school to students receiving the program at a location outside of the school
district's geographic boundaries and that enrolls fewer than three thousand students, as
determined by the school district's pupil enrollment certified to the state board pursuant to
section 22-54-112.

(c.5) "Facility school" means an approved facility school as defined in section 22-2-402
(1.

(d) "Grant program" means the supplemental online education grant program created in
subsection (3) of this section.

(e) "Provider" means an entity that sells supplemental online education courses that are
taught by employees of the provider who are teachers licensed in Colorado pursuant to article
60.5 of this title.

(f) "Supplemental online education course" means an education course that is:

(I) Taught by a teacher who is licensed pursuant to article 60.5 of this title;

(I) Delivered via an internet format to one or more students at a location that is remote
from the delivery point; and

(IIT) Purchased by an eligible school district, eligible charter school, BOCES, or facility
school from a provider to augment the education program provided by the eligible school
district, eligible charter school, BOCES, or facility school.

(3) There is hereby created the supplemental online education grant program to assist an
eligible school district, an eligible charter school, a BOCES, or a facility school in providing
supplemental online education courses to students. Subject to available appropriations, the state
board shall award grants pursuant to this section to assist eligible school districts, eligible charter
schools, BOCES, and facility schools in removing financial and technical barriers to providing
supplemental online education courses. Grants awarded pursuant to this section shall be used for
one or more of the following purposes:

(a) As additional reimbursement for the cost of purchasing supplemental online
education courses; or

(b) To increase the eligible school district's, eligible charter school's, BOCES's, or
facility school's ability to access supplemental online education courses by:

(I) Providing technical equipment or hiring technical specialists to audit and configure
computer networks;

(I Providing staff development and training for on-site personnel; or

(IH  Providing financial assistance to help hire site coordinators or other personnel
needed to facilitate online access.

(4) An eligible school district, an eligible charter school, a BOCES, or a facility school
may apply to the department, in accordance with the procedures and time frames adopted by rule
of the state board pursuant to subsection (5) of this section, to receive moneys through the grant
program. The department shall administer the grant program as provided in this section.

(5) The state board shall promulgate rules specifying the procedures and time frames for
applying for a grant, the form of the grant application, the information to be provided by the
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applicant, and any criteria for awarding grants that are in addition to those specified in paragraph
(b) of subsection (6) of this section.

(6) (a) The department shall review each grant application received pursuant to this
section and shall make recommendations to the state board concerning whether the grant should
be awarded and the amount of the grant.

(b) In selecting grant recipients, the state board shall give priority to grant applications
from eligible school districts, eligible charter schools, BOCES, or facility schools that have been
financially or technologically unable to provide supplemental online education courses in the
past and that demonstrate the greatest need for a grant to be able to begin providing
supplemental online education courses. In addition, the state board shall consider:

(I) The degree to which students enrolled in the eligible school district or eligible charter
school, or in a school operated by a BOCES or in a facility school require supplemental online
education courses to be able to meet the higher education admission standards adopted by the
Colorado commission on higher education; and

(IT) Other revenue sources available to the eligible school district, eligible charter school,
BOCES, or facility school to assist in overcoming the financial and technological barriers to
providing supplemental online education programs.

(c) A grant awarded pursuant to this section shall not exceed five thousand dollars in a
fiscal year. An eligible school district, an eligible charter school, a BOCES, or a facility school
may receive grants in consecutive years.

(7) (a) The general assembly shall annually appropriate to the department of education,
from federal mineral leasing revenues transferred to the state public school fund pursuant to
section 34-63-102, C.R.S., and section 22-54-114 (1), an amount to be used for purposes of this
section.

(b) The department may expend up to two percent of the moneys annually appropriated
for the grant program to offset the direct and indirect costs incurred in implementing the grant
program pursuant to this section.

(8) Repealed.

Source: L. 2007: Entire section added, p. 1096, § 2, effective May 23. L. 2008: (1)(b.5)
and (2)(c.5) added and (1)(c), (2)(f)(1II), (3), (4), (6)(b), and (6)(c) amended, pp. 1382, 1383, §§
5, 6, effective May 27. L. 2010: (8) repealed, (HB 10-1037), ch. 43, p. 169, § 1, effective March
29. L. 2012: (2)(b) and (2)(c) amended, (HB 12-1240), ch. 258, p. 1313, § 21, effective June 4.

22-2-131. Data technology system - comprehensive review - requirements - report -
repeal. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2007: Entire section added, p. 1056, § 2, effective July 1.

Editor's note: Subsection (6) provided for the repeal of this section, effective July 1,
2008. (See L. 2007, p. 1056.)

22-2-132. Department of education - career and technical education authorization -
rules. (1) In accordance with the state plans for occupational education that the state board for
community colleges and occupational education adopts pursuant to section 23-60-304, C.R.S.,
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the department shall issue authorizations to teachers of occupational subjects, teacher-trainers,
supervisors, directors, occupational counseling specialists, and others who have responsibilities
in connection with occupational education at the secondary level. Before issuing an authorization
pursuant to this section, the department shall determine that the person applying for the
authorization meets the minimum qualifications that the state board for community colleges and
occupational education establishes pursuant to section 23-60-304 (3)(a), C.R.S. A person who is
required by law to obtain an educator license or authorization pursuant to article 60.5 of this title
may obtain a career and technical education authorization pursuant to section 22-60.5-111 (9)
rather than an authorization pursuant to this section.

(2) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2015.)

(3) The state board of education shall promulgate such rules as may be necessary to
implement this section. At a minimum, the rules must establish the amount of and procedures for
the department to collect a fee for issuing an authorization pursuant to this section and section
22-60.5-112.

Source: L. 2008: Entire section added, p. 909, § 1, effective May 20. L. 2015: Entire
section amended, (HB 15-1170), ch. 224, p. 823, § 4, effective May 26.

22-2-133. Assessment and identification of students with literacy challenges
including dyslexia - training and technical assistance - collaboration with higher education
- report. (1) On or before August 1, 2008, as part of its responsibility for education standards
and practice, the department may make available technical assistance and training concerning
issues faced by students with literacy challenges, including dyslexia, to school districts,
administrative units as defined in section 22-20-103 (1), residential treatment facilities,
correctional facilities, and other local education agencies throughout the state. The provision of
any technical assistance and training pursuant to this subsection (1) shall not preclude the
department from using federal funds to implement such technical assistance and training. Any
technical assistance and training provided shall include, but need not be limited to, the areas of
awareness, assessment, identification, and evidence-based progress monitoring, and shall include
scientifically based interventions to address the needs of students with literacy challenges,
including dyslexia. Any technical assistance and training provided shall represent a tiered
continuum of intensity for intervention consistent with the response to intervention model that
school districts are required to implement no later than August 15, 2009, pursuant to rules
adopted by the department.

(2) The department is encouraged to coordinate any technical assistance and training
provided with current best practices and work occurring in teacher preparation programs at
institutions of higher education. Where appropriate, the department is encouraged to provide
technical assistance and training to school districts, administrative units, residential treatment
facilities, correctional facilities, and local education agencies in a coordinated effort with teacher
preparation programs at institutions of higher education. The department and institutions of
higher education are encouraged to work collaboratively to develop or affirm minimum
standards for teacher preparation programs in the areas of literacy assessment and instructional
skills, including dyslexia awareness, identification, and remediation for general and special
education.
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(3) On or before January 30, 2009, and on or before January 30 each year thereafter, the
department shall report to the state board of education and to the education committees of the
house of representatives and the senate, or any successor committees, concerning the activities
and status of any technical assistance and training made available pursuant to this section.

(4) Asused in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Literacy challenge" means a situation where a student is experiencing difficulty in
reading in phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, or comprehension.

(b) "Response to intervention" means a model for education developed pursuant to rules
adopted pursuant to the "Exceptional Children's Educational Act", article 20 of this title, that
promotes a well-integrated system connecting general, compensatory, gifted, and special
education in providing high-quality, standards-based instruction and intervention that is matched
to a student's academic, social-emotional, and behavioral needs.

Source: L. 2008: Entire section added, p. 1418, § 1, effective August 5. L. 2011: (2)
amended, (SB 11-245), ch. 201, p. 848, § 5, effective August 10.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in the 2011 act amending subsection
(2), see section 1 of chapter 201, Session Laws of Colorado 2011.

22-2-134. Unique student identifier - early childhood education - rules. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2008: Entire section added, p. 783, § 2, effective August 5. L. 2014: (5)
added, (HB 14-1298), ch. 244, p. 924, § 9, effective May 21. L. 2018: (2) amended, (HB 18-
1141), ch. 59, p. 601, § 2, effective August 8. L. 2022: Entire section repealed, (HB 22-1295),
ch. 123, p. 870, § 134, effective July 1.

22-2-134.5. Early childhood education programs - quality rating system - report.
(Repealed)

Source: L. 2014: Entire section added, (HB 14-1298), ch. 244, p. 923, § 7, effective May
21. L. 2022: Entire section repealed, (HB 22-1295), ch. 123, p. 870, § 134, effective July 1.

22-2-135. Food allergy and anaphylaxis management - rules. (1) This section shall
be known and may be cited as the "Colorado School Children's Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis
Management Act".

(2) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires, "appropriate staff"
means employees of a school whom the principal or equivalent executive in consultation with
the school nurse of the school determines to be appropriate recipients of emergency anaphylaxis
treatment training, which employees shall include, but need not be limited to, employees who are
directly involved during the school day with a student who has a known food allergy.

(3) (a) On or before January 1, 2010, the state board of education, in consultation with
the department of public health and environment, shall promulgate rules for the management of
food allergies and anaphylaxis among students enrolled in the public schools of the state. The
rules must include, but need not be limited to, the following:
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(I) Reasonable accommodations for communication between schools and emergency
medical services, including instructions for emergency medical responders;

(IT) Reasonable accommodations to reduce the risk of students' exposure to agents that
may cause anaphylaxis, including but not limited to exposure that may occur in classrooms,
cafeterias, and common areas and during extracurricular activities, field trips, school-sponsored
programs occurring before and after regular school hours, and other school-sponsored programs;

(IT) The provision of emergency anaphylaxis treatment training for appropriate staff to
prepare them to respond appropriately in the event that a student suffers anaphylaxis as a result
of an allergic reaction to food, which training must include, but need not be limited to, training
in the administration of epinephrine; and

(IV) Procedures to ensure the availability of a student's epinephrine to faculty and
administrative staff of the school in the event that a student suffers anaphylaxis and requires
emergency medical treatment.

(b) Prior to the beginning of each school year, each school district shall provide notice to
a parent or legal guardian of each student enrolled in a school of the school district of the policy
adopted by the school district pursuant to section 22-32-139. The notice shall include the
standard form developed by the department of public health and environment pursuant to section
25-1.5-109, C.R.S., to allow the parent or legal guardian of a student with a known food allergy
to provide the following information to the school's administration:

() Documentation regarding the diagnosis and history of the student's food allergy;

(IT) Identification of all foods to which the student is known to be allergic;

(IIT) Identification of any medication that has been prescribed for the student for the
treatment of a food allergy or anaphylaxis;

(IV) Any specific signs or symptoms that may indicate the student is having an allergic
reaction to a food;

(V) Emergency treatment procedures to employ in the event that the student suffers an
allergic reaction to food;

(VI) The names and telephone numbers of persons whom the administration of the
student's school should contact in addition to emergency medical personnel in the event that the
student suffers an allergic reaction to food; and

(VII) The name, telephone number, and signature of the student's primary health-care
provider.

(c) The notice required by paragraph (b) of this subsection (3) shall include language
that encourages parents and legal guardians of students for whom medication has been
prescribed for treatment of a food allergy or anaphylaxis to give to the school nurse or other
administrator of the student's school a supply of the medication.

Source: L. 2009: Entire section added, (SB 09-226), ch. 245, p. 1103, § 2, effective
August 5. L. 2011: (3)(c) amended, (SB 11-012), ch. 62, p. 163, § 3, effective March 25. L.
2025: IP(3)(a), (3)(a)(IID), and (3)(a)(IV) amended, (SB 25-278), ch. 295, p. 1509, § 2, effective
May 30.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration contained in the 2009 act adding this
section, see section 1 of chapter 245, Session Laws of Colorado 2009.
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22-2-136. Additional duty - state board - individual career and academic plans -
standards - rules. (1) (a) The state board shall promulgate rules pursuant to the "State
Administrative Procedure Act", article 4 of title 24, to establish standards for individual career
and academic plans for students enrolled in the public schools in the state.

(b) An individual career and academic plan must be designed to assist a student and the
student's parent or legal guardian in exploring the postsecondary career and educational
opportunities available to the student, including apprenticeship programs registered through the
United States department of labor's office of apprenticeship or a state apprenticeship agency
recognized by that office; aligning course work and curriculum; applying to postsecondary
education institutions; securing financial aid; and ultimately entering the workforce. As part of
the process of establishing the individual career and academic plan, the student and the student's
parents must be made aware of the importance of completing the free application for federal
student aid or the Colorado application for state financial aid, or successor forms for accessing
federal and state financial aid, and be provided help in completing the forms, if requested.

(2) In establishing the standards for individual career and academic plans, the state board
shall ensure, at a minimum, that:

(a) Each individual career and academic plan includes a career planning and guidance
component and a portfolio that reflects, at a minimum:

(I) The student's efforts in exploring careers, including interest surveys that the student
completes;

(I) The student's academic progress, including the courses taken, any remediation or
credit recovery, and any concurrent enrollment credits earned;

(ITI) For district charter schools and institute charter schools that choose to administer
the developmental education placement or assessment tests, the student's scores on the
developmental education placement or assessment tests administered pursuant to section 22-
30.5-117 or 22-30.5-526, any intervention plan created for the student pursuant to those sections,
and the student's progress in meeting the intervention plan;

(IV) The student's progress in visual arts and performing arts courses;

(V) The student's experiences in contextual and service learning;

(VD) The student's college applications and resume, as they are prepared and submitted;
and

(VII) The student's postsecondary studies as the student progresses;

(b) Each individual career and academic plan is accessible to educators, students, and
parents;

(c) Each public school, in assisting students and parents in creating and maintaining the
individual career and academic plans, is in compliance with the requirements of the federal
"Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974", 20 U.S.C. sec. 1232g; and

(d) (I) Beginning with the 2027-28 school year, each individual career and academic
plan includes a requirement that, during the student's graduation year, the student has exposure
to federal financial aid eligibility tools and net price calculators and practices filling out a free
application for federal student aid or the Colorado application for state financial aid.

(I) Notwithstanding subsection (2)(d)(I) of this section, a student is not required to
practice filling out a free application for federal student aid or the Colorado application for state
financial aid if:
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(A) The student or the student's parent or legal guardian affirmatively declines to
practice filling out the application; or

(B) Authorized school personnel determines it is not feasible for the student to practice
filling out an application.

Source: L. 2009: Entire section added, (SB 09-256), ch. 294, p. 1557, § 17, effective
May 21. L. 2010: (2)(a)(Il.5) added, (HB 10-1273), ch. 233, p. 1021, § 4, effective May 18. L.
2012: (2)(a) amended, (HB 12-1345), ch. 188, p. 728, § 17, effective May 19. L. 2019:
(2)(a)(IIT) amended, (HB 19-1206), ch. 133, p. 599, § 5, effective April 25. L. 2021: (1)
amended, (HB 21-1200), ch. 284, p. 1688, § 5, effective September 7. L. 2023: (1) amended,
(HB 23-1212), ch. 197, p. 1004, § 2, effective August 7. L. 2025: (2)(a)(Ill) amended, (SB 25-
222), ch. 100, p. 449, § 3, effective April 24; (2)(b) and (2)(c) amended and (2)(d) added, (HB
25-1192), ch. 239, p. 1206, § 2, effective August 6.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in the 2010 act adding subsection
(2)(a)(IL.5), see section 1 of chapter 233, Session Laws of Colorado 2010. For the legislative
declaration in the 2012 act amending subsection (2)(a), see section 11 of chapter 188, Session
Laws of Colorado 2012. For the legislative declaration in HB 19-1206, see section 1 of chapter
133, Session Laws of Colorado 2019. For the legislative declaration in HB 21-1200, see section
1 of chapter 284, Session Laws of Colorado 2021. For the legislative declaration in HB 25-1192,
see section 1 of chapter 239, Session Laws of Colorado 2025.

22-2-137. State schools - legislative declaration - feasibility study - authority to
contract - funding. (1) The general assembly finds that some states have created state and
residential schools to provide educational programs and student support services for students
who are at risk of academic failure. The general assembly further finds that early reports of
results achieved by some of these schools indicate that this may be a promising approach to
reducing the dropout rate, closing the achievement gaps, and helping to raise the level of
academic achievement among students in the state. The general assembly therefore finds that it
is appropriate for the commissioner to study the feasibility of creating one or more state schools
in Colorado, which may include a residential component or a specific student population.

(2) Beginning in July 2009, the commissioner shall study the feasibility of operating one
or more state schools to serve students who are in need of greater academic support and who
may be at risk of academic failure. At a minimum, the feasibility study shall address and make
recommendations concerning the following issues:

(a) The goals that a state school would be designed to achieve and a method for
measuring the level of achievement of those goals. In addressing this issue, the commissioner
shall provide an overview of the state and residential schools operating in other states, the goals
that they are designed to achieve, and the degree to which they have achieved or are achieving
those goals.

(b) The appropriate student population to be served by a state school and the manner of
selecting students, the number of state schools that should be considered, and appropriate
locations for state schools;
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(c) The governance structure and funding for a state school, including the optimal level
of per pupil funding, funding for capital construction needs, and potential public and private
funding sources;

(d) The appropriate curriculum for a state school, including which grade levels a state
school would serve, the length of the school day and school year for which a state school would
operate, and whether a state school should include a focus on specific subject matter areas; and

(e) The types of student and family support services that a state school would provide,
including the manner in which a state school would collaborate with state and local agencies in
providing these services.

(3) On or before February 1, 2010, the department shall submit to the education
committees of the house of representatives and the senate the feasibility study described in
subsection (2) of this section for operating one or more state schools and any legislative
recommendations the department may have pertaining to the creation of one or more state
schools.

(4) (a) Following completion of the feasibility study, if the commissioner concludes that
the creation and operation of state residential schools would be beneficial to the state, the
commissioner may contract for the creation and operation of one or more state residential
schools to provide educational services to students who are at risk of academic failure. Any state
residential school operated pursuant to this section shall provide an educational program focused
on mathematics and science.

(b) If the commissioner does not contract for state residential schools as authorized in
paragraph (a) of this subsection (4), the commissioner may provide technical assistance to school
districts and public schools to address the needs of students who are at risk of academic failure
by improving the availability and quality of secondary-level mathematics and science curricula.

(5) (a) It is the intent of the general assembly that up to three million dollars be
appropriated to the commissioner to expend for the implementation of subsection (4) of this
section. The general assembly finds that, for purposes of section 17 of article IX of the state
constitution, the creation of state residential schools and the provision of technical assistance to
improve secondary-level mathematics and science curricula as provided in subsection (4) of this
section are important elements of accountable programs to meet state academic standards, and
the general assembly may therefore appropriate moneys from the state education fund created in
section 17 (4) of article IX of the state constitution for the implementation of subsection (4) of
this section.

(b) In addition to the funding provided pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection (5), if
the commissioner contracts for the creation and operation of one or more state residential
schools, the department shall provide funding for said schools by withholding moneys from the
state share of total program funding payable to the district of residence of each student who
enrolls in a state residential school. The amount withheld shall be equal to the amount of the
school district's per pupil revenue for the applicable budget year multiplied by the number of
students who reside in the school district and are enrolled in the state residential school as of the
pupil enrollment count day of the applicable budget year. A student who enrolls in a state
residential school shall be counted in the pupil enrollment of the student's school district of
residence for purposes of this paragraph (b). The department shall adopt guidelines as necessary
for the implementation of this paragraph (b).
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(c) The commissioner is encouraged to apply federal moneys received pursuant to the
federal "American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009", Pub.L. 111-5, to the extent allowed
to offset the costs incurred in implementing this section. The commissioner is authorized to seek
and accept additional public or private gifts, grants, or donations for the implementation of this
section.

Source: L. 2009: Entire section added, (SB 09-256), ch. 294, p. 1561, § 24, effective
May 21. L. 2012: (5)(b) amended, (HB 12-1090), ch. 44, p. 150, § 3, effective March 22.

22-2-138. State environmental education plan - fund created. (1) Subject to the
provisions of subsection (3) of this section, the department, in consultation with the department
of natural resources, shall develop and the state board shall adopt a state plan for environmental
education. At a minimum, the state plan for environmental education shall address strengthening
the reach and coordination of environmental education in public schools and providing to
educators professional development in environmental education. The department shall ensure
that the state plan for environmental education complies with any requirements imposed by
federal law or by regulations adopted by the federal department of education.

(2) (a) The department is authorized to seek, accept, and expend public or private gifts,
grants, or donations for the implementation of this section; except that the department may not
accept a gift, grant, or donation for the implementation of this section that is subject to
conditions that are inconsistent with this section or any other law of the state. The department
shall transmit all private and public moneys received through gifts, grants, or donations to the
state treasurer, who shall credit the same to the state environmental education fund, which fund
is hereby created and referred to in this section as the "fund". The moneys in the fund are
continuously appropriated to the department for the direct and indirect costs associated with
implementing this section.

(b) Any moneys in the fund not expended for the purpose of this section may be invested
by the state treasurer as provided by law. All interest and income derived from the investment
and deposit of moneys in the fund shall be credited to the fund. Any unexpended and
unencumbered moneys remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall remain in the fund
and shall not be credited or transferred to the general fund or another fund.

(3) The department shall implement the provisions of subsection (1) of this section only
if the department receives public or private gifts, grants, or donations in an amount it deems
sufficient to offset the costs incurred in creating and adopting the state plan for environmental
education.

Source: L. 2010: Entire section added, (HB 10-1131), ch. 332, p. 1532, § 4, effective
May 27.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in the 2010 act adding this section, see
section 1 of chapter 332, Session Laws of Colorado 2010.

22-2-139. Memorandum of understanding - notification of risk - rules. (1) On or
before July 1, 2011, the state department of human services and the department of education
shall enter into a memorandum of understanding concerning the enrollment of students in the
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public school system from a state-licensed day treatment facility, facility school, or hospital
licensed or certified pursuant to section 25-3-101. The memorandum of understanding must
include, but need not be limited to:

(a) A consistent and uniform approach to notification and appropriate and allowable
data-sharing about students, including but not limited to medical, mental health, sociological,
and scholastic achievement, within the limits of state and federal privacy and confidentiality law,
between school districts, charter schools, institute charter schools, and county departments of
human or social services for the purposes of collaboration in the placement of students pursuant
to this section and section 22-20-108, better facilitation of the creation of transition plans for
students, and ensuring the safety of the people in the school community;

(b) A plan for utilizing existing state and federal data and any existing information-
sharing activities;

(c) A plan for determining accountability and collecting data concerning the
implementation of the notifications and invitation required pursuant to this section and a
mechanism by which school districts and the state charter school institute shall report the
aggregate data to the department of human services and department of education on or before
February 15, 2012, and on or before February 15 each year thereafter. The data to report shall
include, but need not be limited to:

(I) The number of placements occurring in a school year;

(I The number of emergency placements occurring in a school year;

(IIT) The types of placements from which the students are transitioning;

(IV) The educational setting into which the student is being placed; and

(V) Demographic information of students, including but not limited to age, race, gender,
and ethnicity;

(d) A process for determining information sharing and collaboration for placement of
students pursuant to sections 22-20-108 and 26-1-138, C.R.S.;

(e) Recommendations for an approach to sharing data that conforms with the
interdepartmental data protocol established pursuant to section 24-37.5-704, C.R.S., and that is
in compliance with all state and federal laws, rules, and regulations concerning the privacy of
information,;

(f) Identification of training and professional development needs associated with
implementing information sharing between responsible entities and funding sources that could
be utilized for this purpose; and

(g) Consideration of recommendations made by existing working groups or projects that
have been involved with information sharing or technology relating to information sharing
among multiple entities as it relates to students transitioning back into public schools. A report
of these recommendations shall be provided to the department of human services, the state board
of human services, the department of education, and the state board of education prior to the
final adoption of the memorandum of understanding.

(2) Beginning August 15, 2010, a state-licensed day treatment facility, facility school, or
hospital licensed or certified pursuant to section 25-3-101 that is transferring a student to a
public school shall notify the appropriate school district child welfare education liaison,
designated pursuant to section 22-32-138 (2)(a), of the pending enrollment in a public school of
a student who:
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(a) Is transferring to a public school from a state-licensed day treatment facility licensed
by the department of human services pursuant to section 26-6-905, facility school as defined in
section 22-2-402 (1), or hospital, licensed or certified pursuant to section 25-3-101; and

(b) Has been determined by the state-licensed day treatment facility, the facility school,
the hospital licensed or certified pursuant to section 25-3-101, C.R.S., or the court to be a risk to
himself or herself or the community within the twelve months prior to the proposed transfer.

(3) This section only applies to a hospital licensed or certified pursuant to section 25-3-
301 that is providing inpatient acute care or psychiatric services for a student for more than ten
days and if there is actual knowledge that the student will attend an identified public school
within sixty days after discharge from the hospital. For purposes of this subsection (3),
information shared with the state department of human services, county department of human or
social services, or child education welfare liaison must be shared only for a student who has been
deemed to be a risk to himself or herself or the community within the twelve months prior to
discharge.

(4) The notification required in subsection (2) of this section must be made at least ten
calendar days prior to the student's transition from the state-licensed day treatment facility,
facility school, or hospital licensed or certified pursuant to section 25-3-101, and subsequent
enrollment in a public school and must include an invitation to the child welfare education
liaison, or his or her designee, to participate in the development of a transition plan for the
student. The information provided to the child welfare education liaison must include, but need
not be limited to, the transitioning student's educational records from the transferring educational
facility and an outline of the student's transitional needs to be successful in the public school
setting, which information would assist the school district in meeting the student's needs and
ensuring a successful transition. If the transitioning student is in the custody of the state
department of human services or a county department of human or social services, the state-
licensed day treatment facility, facility school, or hospital licensed or certified pursuant to
section 25-3-101 shall also provide the notification to the state department of human services.

(5) If a change of placement is required for the safety of the student or if a court, the
state department of human services, or a county department of human or social services makes a
placement change with fewer than ten calendar days notice, the responsible state department of
human services or county department of human or social services shall provide information to
the child welfare education liaison, designated pursuant to section 22-32-138, of the receiving
school district, charter school, or institute charter school within five calendar days following the
student's placement. The information provided to the child welfare education liaison must
include, but need not be limited to, the transitioning student's educational records from the
transferring educational facility and an outline of the student's transitional needs to be successful
in the public school setting, which information would assist the district in meeting the student's
needs and ensuring a successful transition.

(6) The responsible county department of human or social services and the receiving
school district, charter school, or institute charter school shall cooperate to ensure that an
appropriate placement including educational services is made pursuant to this section and
sections 19-1-115.5, 22-20-108, and 22-32-138, as applicable.

(7) Within the confidentiality and privacy limits of state and federal law, the responsible
county department of human or social services or the school district, charter school, institute
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charter school, or facility school shall provide information about the student to assist the
receiving entity in determining an appropriate educational placement for the student.

(8) Nothing in this section alters the rights and obligations of the department of
education, the state department of human services, a county department of human or social
services, or a school district, as such rights and obligations are set forth in this title 22; 20 U.S.C.
sec. 1400 et seq.; 29 U.S.C. sec. 701 et seq.; 42 U.S.C. sec. 11431 et seq.; and 42 U.S.C. sec.
675, as amended by the federal "Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act
of 2008", Pub.L. 110-351.

(9) The state board of education may promulgate rules pursuant to the "State
Administrative Procedure Act", article 4 of title 24, C.R.S., concerning the implementation of
this section, including but not limited to rules regarding notification and sharing of information
as described in subsection (1) of this section.

Source: L. 2010: Entire section added, (HB 10-1274), ch. 271, p. 1245, § 2, effective
May 25. L. 2016: (2)(a) amended, (SB 16-189), ch. 210, p. 761, § 33, effective June 6. L. 2018:
IP(1), (1)(a), and (3) to (8) amended, (SB 18-092), ch. 38, p. 434, § 84, effective August 8. L.
2022: IP(2) and (2)(a) amended, (HB 22-1295), ch. 123, p. 838, § 46, effective July 1. L. 2024:
(5) amended, (HB 24-1222), ch. 155, p. 689, § 10, effective August 7.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in the 2010 act adding this section, see
section 1 of chapter 271, Session Laws of Colorado 2010. For the legislative declaration in SB
18-092, see section 1 of chapter 38, Session Laws of Colorado 2018.

22-2-140. Digital learning study - legislative declaration - definitions - notice of
funding through gifts, grants, and donations - repeal. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2012: Entire section added, (HB 12-1124), ch. 211, p. 909, § 1, effective May
24,

Editor's note: Subsection (7) provided for the repeal of this section, effective July 1,
2013. (See L. 2012, p. 909.)

22-2-141. Early literacy assessment tool - request for proposals - software -
hardware - training - distribution - legislative declaration. (1) (a) By October 1, 2012, the
department shall issue a request for proposals for the purchase of an early literacy assessment
tool that teachers may use to obtain real-time assessments of the reading skill levels of students
enrolled in kindergarten and first, second, and third grades and, based on the assessment results,
generate intervention plans and materials.

(b) At a minimum, the request for proposals shall include the purchase of:

(I) Software that, at a minimum:

(A) Provides individualized assessments with immediate results;

(B) Stores and analyzes assessments results, recommends activities that are aligned with
the assessment results, and assists in tracking student performance and identifying strategies to
improve student performance;
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(C) Provides student grouping recommendations based on the assessment scores and
provides proposed lesson plans on a short-term cycle; and

(D) Assists in generating and populating individualized plans to improve students'
reading skills; and

(I) Training in using the software for teachers or other personnel selected by each local
education provider.

(c) The request for proposals shall include the purchase of a sufficient number of
software licenses for each local education provider in the state to use the early literacy
assessment tool in all of its kindergarten and first-, second-, and third-grade classes; except that
the department may draft the contract to phase in the requirements of this paragraph (c) over
multiple budget years based on available appropriations.

(2) The department shall select from among the responses received and enter into a
contract for the purchase of software licenses and training no later than March 1, 2013. In
negotiating the terms of the contract, the department shall include performance measures, which
may include student outcomes, as conditions affecting the amounts payable under the contract.

(3) (a) As soon as practicable after entering into the contract, the department shall notify
the local education providers and provide information explaining:

(I) The software licenses purchased;

(IT) The availability of training in the use of the software including dates, times, and
locations; and

(IT) The procedures and timelines by which each local education provider may apply to
receive the software licenses and training to implement the early literacy assessment tool.

(b) Based on the level of available appropriations, the department shall select the local
education providers who will receive the early literacy assessment tool, including the training,
from among those that apply. In selecting among the applicants, the department shall:

(I) Select local education providers from various regions of the state and of varying
student population size;

(I)  Give preference to local education providers with the highest percentages of
kindergarten and first-, second-, and third-grade students who are below grade level expectations
in reading; and

(I Give preference to local education providers with the highest percentages of schools
that are eligible to receive moneys under Title I of the federal "Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965", 20 U.S.C. sec. 6301 et seq.

(c) A local education provider that is selected to receive the early literacy assessment
tool in one budget year is not required to reapply in subsequent budget years. The department
shall, to the extent possible within available appropriations, annually increase the number of
local education providers that receive the early literacy assessment tool.

(d) The department may choose to provide the early literacy assessment tool only to
those schools of a selected school district that are eligible to receive moneys under Title I of the
federal "Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965", 20 U.S.C. sec. 6301 et seq.

(4) During the 2014 regular legislative session and during the 2016 regular legislative
session, the department shall submit to the governor's office, the joint budget committee, and the
education committees of the house of representatives and the senate, or any successor
committees, a report that includes, but need not be limited to, the following information:
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(a) The percentage of students enrolled in kindergarten and first, second, and third
grades throughout the state that are receiving services using the early literacy assessment tool;

(b) The local education providers that have received the early literacy assessment tool;

(c¢) The improvements, if any, in the reading skill levels of students who received or are
receiving services using the early literacy assessment tool; and

(d) The amount of appropriations required to purchase an adequate number of software
licenses to enable the local education providers in the state to use the early literacy assessment
tool in all of the kindergarten and first-, second-, and third-grade classes in the state.

(5) As used in this section, "local education provider" means a school district; a charter
school that enrolls students in kindergarten and first, second, and third grades; and a public
school operated by a board of cooperative services that enrolls students in kindergarten and first,
second, and third grades.

(6) The general assembly finds and declares that, for purposes of section 17 of article IX
of the state constitution, purchasing an early literacy assessment tool as described in this section
for the use of local education providers is an important element of accountable education reform
and may therefore receive funding from the state education fund created in section 17 (4) of
article IX of the state constitution.

Source: L. 2012: Entire section added, (HB 12-1345), ch. 188, p. 719, § 7, effective May
19.

22-2-142. (Reserved)

22-2-143. Discipline strategies pilot program - created - reporting - rules -
definitions - legislative declaration - repeal. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2017: Entire section added, (HB 17-1211), ch. 204, p. 755, § 1, effective May
18.

Editor's note: Subsection (8) provided for the repeal of this section, effective July 1,
2020. (See L. 2017, p. 755.)

22-2-144. Bullying prevention and education policies - short title - study. (1) The
short title of this section is "Ashawnty's Law".

(2) (a) The department shall research approaches, policies, and practices related to
bullying prevention and education used by education providers in other states. On or before July
1, 2019, after consideration of the research conducted pursuant to this subsection (2)(a), the
department, in consultation with the school safety resource center created in section 24-33.5-
1803, shall develop a model bullying prevention and education policy. The research and model
policy described in this subsection (2)(a) must be updated every three years. The department
shall utilize a stakeholder process when updating the model bullying prevention and education
policy, which process must include participation by the parents of students who have been
bullied.

(b) On or before July 1, 2019, and every three years thereafter, the department shall
publish the results of the research and model policy required by subsection (2)(a) of this section
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on its website as guidance for school districts, charter schools, and the charter school institute to
consider when developing and implementing bullying prevention and education policies.

(3) At a minimum, the model policy developed pursuant to subsection (2)(a) of this
section must:

(a) Clearly differentiate between a conflict and bullying and between harassment and
bullying; and

(b) Clarify the role of cyberbullying during online instruction, which may occur on or
off school property.

Source: L. 2018: Entire section added, (SB 18-151), ch. 140, p. 915, § 1, effective
August 8. L. 2021: (2)(a) amended and (3) added, (HB 21-1221), ch. 209, p. 1085, § 2, effective
June 7.

Cross references: For the short title ("Jack and Cait's Law") in HB 21-1221, see section
1 of chapter 209, Session Laws of Colorado 2021.

22-2-145. Media literacy - committee - report - strategic plan - resource bank -
definition - rules. (1) For purposes of this section, unless the context otherwise requires, "media
literacy" means the:

(a) Ability to access, analyze, evaluate, create, and act through the various forms of
media;

(b) Ability to analyze the reliability of information, claims, and sources presented in the
various forms of media; and

(c) Practice of digital citizenship, including norms of appropriate and responsible
behavior and discourse when engaging with media, and the prevention of cyberbullying.

(2) (a) There is created in the department of education the media literacy advisory
committee, referred to in this section as the "committee". The committee shall create a report
containing recommendations and best practices for implementing media literacy into elementary
and secondary education. The report must include, but is not limited to:

() Recommended revisions to state education standards for reading, writing, and civics,
pursuant to section 22-7-1005 (2)(a), to implement media literacy in elementary and secondary
education;

(I) Recommended materials and resources for teachers to adopt for media literacy
instruction;

(IT) Recommended legislation or rules to implement media literacy in elementary and
secondary education;

(IV) Best practices for school districts to develop policies and procedures regarding
media literacy;

(V)  Strategies to support school districts implementing the best practices and
recommendations developed by the committee; and

(VI) Recommended opportunities to recognize students and teachers who demonstrate
excellence in media literacy.

(b) The commissioner of education shall appoint the following members to serve on the
committee no later than July 15, 2019:

(I) One member who is an academic expert in media literacy;
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(I) One member who is a teacher in a rural school district or a small rural school
district, as defined in section 22-7-1211 (4), and holds an initial or professional teacher's license
pursuant to article 60.5 of this title 22;

(IIT) One member who is a teacher in a school district that is not a rural school district or
a small rural school district, as defined in section 22-7-1211 (4), and holds an initial or
professional teacher's license pursuant to article 60.5 of this title 22;

(IV) One member who is a librarian and is a member of a professional association of
librarians;

(V) One member who is a school administrator in a rural school district or a small rural
school district, as defined in section 22-7-1211 (4), and is a member of a professional association
of school administrators;

(VD) One member who is a school administrator in a school district that is not a rural
school district or a small rural school district, as defined in section 22-7-1211 (4), and is a
member of a professional association of school administrators;

(VII) One member who is a parent or legal guardian of a student who attends a public
school and is a member of a parent organization;

(VIII) One member who is a student in a rural school district or a small rural school
district, as defined in section 22-7-1211 (4);

(IX) One member who is a student in a school district that is not a rural school district or
a small rural school district, as defined in section 22-7-1211 (4);

(X) One member who represents a nonprofit organization specializing in media literacy;

(XI) One member who represents a nonprofit organization specializing in journalism;

(XII) One member who is a professional print journalist and is a member of a
professional association of journalists; and

(XIII) One member who is a professional broadcast journalist and is a member of a
professional association of broadcasters.

(3) (@) On or before July 15, 2019, the commissioner of education shall hire a consultant
to perform the research and coordination of the committee required to draft the report.

(b) The consultant shall consult with committee members to elicit recommendations for
the report, as described in subsection (2)(a) of this section. The consultant is not required to
conduct consultations in person and may conduct consultations through telephone, email, or
video conference.

(c) The consultant shall distribute his or her research and draft reports to committee
members for feedback at least monthly and the latest draft report at least three days prior to the
committee meeting described in subsection (3)(d) of this section.

(d) On or before November 1, 2019, the committee shall convene to discuss the draft
report and finalize recommendations for the final report to be submitted pursuant to subsection
(4) of this section.

(e) The consultant shall incorporate feedback and recommendations from the
committee's meeting described in subsection (3)(d) of this section. The consultant shall distribute
his or her draft report to committee members for final feedback to be received by the consultant
no later than December 1, 2019.

(4) On or before January 1, 2020, the committee shall submit the written report of its
findings, recommendations, and summaries of the committee's discussions and diverse opinions
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regarding the findings and recommendations contained in the final report to the education
committees of the house of representatives and the senate, or any successor committees.

(5) Repealed.

(6) (a) The department shall create and maintain an online resource bank of materials
and resources pertaining to media literacy. At a minimum, the resource bank must include the
materials and resources recommended in the committee's report created pursuant to subsection
(2) of this section. The department shall create the online resource bank on or before the date
when revisions are adopted to include knowledge and skills relating to media literacy within the
reading, writing, or civics standards, whichever revisions occur first, pursuant to section 22-7-
1005 (2.6).

(b) The department shall promulgate rules, if necessary, to implement a procedure
through which a person may provide comment on a material or resource within the resource
bank, including a comment recommending the removal or inclusion of a material or resource
within the resource bank.

(c) Upon the request of a school district, district charter school, institute charter school,
or board of cooperative services, the department shall provide, subject to available resources,
technical assistance to a school district, district charter school, institute charter school, or board
of cooperative services, with implementing policies and procedures, best practices, and
recommendations related to media literacy.

(7) A school district, district charter school, institute charter school, or board of
cooperative services is not required to adopt or implement any material or resource from the
resource bank into its curriculum.

Source: L. 2019: Entire section added, (HB 19-1110), ch. 412, p. 3624, § 1, effective
June 3. L. 2020: (2)(b)(VI) and (2)(b)(IX) amended, (HB 20-1402), ch. 216, p. 1049, § 37,
effective June 30. L. 2021: (5) repealed and (6) and (7) added, (HB 21-1103), ch. 187, p. 1001, §
2, effective May 27.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 21-1103, see section 1 of chapter
187, Session Laws of Colorado 2021.

22-2-146. Department of education - COVID-19-related education loss - strategies -
resources - report - legislative declaration. (1) The general assembly finds that:

(a) Due to the public health risks of the COVID-19 pandemic, the public schools in
Colorado have had to cease in-person instruction for repeated and extended periods of time
during the 2019-20 and 2020-21 school years;

(b) Research suggests that these periods of remote learning, as well as trauma
experienced by students as a result of the pandemic, have had detrimental effects on students'
ability to learn and grow academically and on their ability even to retain the level of learning that
they had previously achieved,;

(c) These negative effects have had an even greater impact on students of color, low-
income students, and students with disabilities, who are expected to experience a significantly
greater loss of learning, thereby exacerbating the academic achievement gaps that existed before
the pandemic;
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(d) The school districts and public schools of the state will face significant challenges in
trying to compensate for these learning losses and in helping all students to overcome the
learning losses they have experienced and advance to grade-level or higher academic
achievement;

(e) There are indications that tutoring services, programs that extend the school day or
the school year, and summer school programs may be successful in helping students, especially
low-income students, students of color, and students with disabilities, to overcome learning loss
and close the achievement gap;

(f) There are other innovative strategies that some public schools and school districts
have been implementing to address learning loss, including home visitation programs through
which teachers visit their students' homes to assist the students and the parents in efforts to
overcome learning loss; and

(g) The department of education can play a crucial role in supporting school districts and
public schools by identifying best practices for addressing these learning losses and effective
strategies for boosting student learning and closing achievement gaps and by providing a
resource bank of model materials and strategies specifically designed to address learning
recovery for all students.

(1.5) (a) The general assembly further finds that on March 11, 2021, President Biden
signed H.R.1319, the "American Rescue Plan Act of 2021", into law. In part, the act provides
approximately $122.7 billion in supplemental money to the elementary and secondary
emergency education relief fund for distribution to states. Approximately $1.166 billion of that
amount is expected to be distributed to Colorado, of which at least $1.05 billion must be
distributed to local education providers and $116.6 million will be retained by the state
department of education. The act requires the department to use approximately $58 million to
address learning recovery, approximately $11.6 million for after-school activities, and
approximately $11.6 million for summer learning programs.

(b) The department is strongly encouraged to use as much as possible of the amount of
federal money that the department receives under the "American Rescue Plan Act of 2021" to
fund programs to address learning recovery, which may include intensive tutoring programs,
extended-day learning programs, supplemental online courses, summer learning programs, and
other programs that are identified by local education providers or have demonstrated success in
effectively addressing learning recovery. The department is specifically encouraged to use a
portion of the federal money to assist local education providers in accessing supplemental online
learning recovery courses for students enrolled in kindergarten through twelfth grade, as
described in section 22-5-119 (11).

(2) (a) By the fall semester of the 2021-22 school year and continuing thereafter, the
department shall identify educational products, strategies, and services that have demonstrated
effectiveness in identifying and reversing student learning loss, including those products,
strategies, and services that are specifically designed to address learning loss experienced by
students of color, low-income students, and students with disabilities. The department shall
create and maintain a resource bank of examples of these products, explanations of and
instructions for implementing these strategies and services, and models of professional
development programs related to using the products and implementing the strategies and
services. The department shall ensure that the resource bank includes products, strategies, and
services and models of professional development programs that take into account the
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circumstances of, and are appropriate for implementation by, rural and small rural school
districts and charter schools located within rural and small rural school districts.

(b) The department shall include in the resource bank information concerning public and
private nonprofit entities that may partner with school districts, boards of cooperative services,
and charter schools to provide personnel or other resources to assist in implementing strategies
to overcome learning loss.

(c) School districts, boards of cooperative services, and charter schools may submit to
the department descriptions and explanations of strategies, services, and programs that they have
implemented, with evidence demonstrating the positive effects achieved through implementing
the strategies, services, and programs. The department shall include the submitted examples in
the resource bank.

(d) The resource bank must be available for review by school districts, boards of
cooperative services, and charter schools. To the greatest extent possible within existing
resources, the department shall provide technical assistance, upon request, to assist school
districts and charter schools in identifying and implementing strategies to address student
learning loss.

(3) The department shall create a report specifying the purposes for which the
department used the federal money received pursuant to the federal "Coronavirus Aid, Relief and
Economic Security Act", Pub.L.116-136; the "Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2021", Pub.L.116-260; and the "American Rescue Plan Act of 2021",
Pub.L.117-2. At a minimum, the report must identify the total amount that the department
received and was authorized to spend at the state level under each act, the purposes for which the
department spent the amounts received, the specific amount allotted to each purpose, and any
data the department may have concerning the results achieved in using the money for each
purpose. On or before December 1, 2021, and on or before December 1 each year thereafter
through December 1, 2024, the department shall submit the report to the education committees
of the house of representatives and senate, or any successor committees, and post the report on
the department's website. The department shall also present the report as part of the department's
hearing held each January pursuant to section 2-7-203, starting in 2022 and continuing through
2025.

Source: L. 2021: Entire section added, (SB 21-013), ch. 132, p. 532, § 1, effective May
13.

22-2-146.5. Department of education - improving mathematics outcomes - training
and technical assistance - report - definitions. (1) As used in this section, unless the context
otherwise requires:

(a) "Children with disabilities" has the same meaning as set forth in section 22-20-103.

(b) "Evidence-informed" means a program or practice in mathematics that relies on peer-
reviewed evidence to establish a basis for accelerating learning. "Evidence-informed" includes
evidence-informed curricula, interventions, acceleration strategies, and assessment options.

(c) "Rural school district" means a school district in Colorado that the department
determines is rural based on the geographic size of the school district and the distance of the
school district from the nearest large, urbanized area.
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(d) "Small rural school district" means a school district in Colorado that the department
determines is rural based on the geographic size of the school district and the distance of the
school district from the nearest large, urbanized area and that enrolls fewer than one thousand
students in pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade.

(e) "Train-the-trainer" means a training framework that develops educators into subject
matter experts who can teach other educators about mathematics.

(2) By January 2024, the department shall contract with an organization, in accordance
with the "Procurement Code", articles 101 to 112 of title 24, to create free optional trainings,
incorporating the train-the-trainer model, in evidence-informed practices in mathematics,
including a training specifically designed for elementary school educators and a training
specifically designed for secondary school mathematics educators. Each training must include
interventions and strategies to grow and accelerate student proficiencies in mathematics to help
students who are below grade level or struggling in mathematics, children with disabilities, and
students who are English language learners. Training may include, but need not be limited to,
content aligned with student academic standards, standards for mathematical practice, and
cultivation of mathematical best practices and mindsets. The training is available to relevant staff
of school districts, related administrative units, district charter schools, institute charter schools,
boards of cooperative services, and community-based organizations, as defined in section 22-2-
146.6. The department shall keep record of the school districts, related administrative units,
district charter schools, institute charter schools, and boards of cooperative services that
participate in the educator training.

(3) The department, upon request, shall provide technical assistance to rural school
districts and small rural school districts, including administrative units and district charter
schools, and institute charter schools in rural areas. Technical assistance must include identifying
best practices in mathematics, including interventions to help students who are below grade level
or struggling in mathematics, children with disabilities, and students who are English language
learners.

(4) The department shall publish, on a continuous basis, a list of evidence-informed
curricula and assessment options for mathematics. The department shall consult with schools of
a school district, district charter schools, institute charter schools, educators who teach
mathematics, and national experts and repositories to update the list of evidence-informed
curricula and assessment options for mathematics. The department shall review the list and
remove material, as necessary, every four years.

(5) The department shall provide and regularly update evidence-informed interventions
for improving mathematics achievement, including intervention options that may be available to
parents remotely. The department shall publish the evidence-informed interventions on the
department's website.

(6) (a) Notwithstanding section 24-1-136 (11)(a)(I), on or before July 1, 2024, and on or
before July 1 each year thereafter, the department shall report to the education committees of the
house of representatives and the senate, or their successor committees, and the state board
concerning the activities and status of any technical assistance and training provided pursuant to
this section.

(b) Beginning January 2025, the department shall report on the information collected
pursuant to subsection (6)(a) of this section, including a list of the school districts, related
administrative units, district charter schools, institute charter schools, and boards of cooperative
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services that participate in the educator training pursuant to subsection (2) of this section, at the
department's annual hearing held pursuant to the "SMART Act", part 2 of article 7 of title 2.

Source: L. 2023: Entire section added, (HB 23-1231), ch. 190, p. 938, § 1, effective May
15.

22-2-146.6. Colorado academic accelerator grant program - report - rules -
definitions. (1) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Colorado academic accelerator grant program" or "grant program" means the
Colorado academic accelerator grant program created in subsection (2) of this section.

(b) "Community-based organization" means a public or private nonprofit organization of
demonstrated effectiveness that is representative of a community or significant segments of a
community and provides educational or related services to individuals in the community.

(¢) "Community learning center" means an entity that assists students to meet the
rigorous state academic standards by providing students with free academic enrichment and
support activities and a broad array of other activities during nonschool hours, periods when
school is not in session, or during extended learning hours.

(d) "Eligible entity" means a local education provider, a community-based organization,
an Indian tribe or tribal organization, another public or private entity, or a consortium of two or
more agencies, organizations, or entities.

(e) "Evidence-informed" means a program or practice in mathematics that relies on peer-
reviewed evidence to establish a basis for accelerating learning. "Evidence-informed" includes
evidence-informed curricula, interventions, and assessment options.

(f) "Local education provider" means a school district, a charter school authorized by a
school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of this title 22, a charter school authorized by the
state charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title 22, or a board of
cooperative services created and operated pursuant to article 5 of this title 22 that operates more
than one public school.

(g) "STEM" means the combination of the disciplines of science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics.

(2) (a) There is created in the department the Colorado academic accelerator grant
program. The purpose of the grant program is to create community learning centers that:

(I) Provide opportunities for free academic enrichment and support activities, which
must include providing tutorial services to help students, particularly students who attend high-
needs schools, as determined by the department, to meet rigorous state academic standards,
specifically in STEM and mathematics, and to increase proficiencies in mathematics outcomes;
and

(ID Offer families of students opportunities for active and meaningful engagement in
students' education, including opportunities for mathematics literacy and related educational
development.

(b) The department shall administer the grant program. An eligible entity that receives
grant money pursuant to this section shall use the grant money toward meeting the purposes set
forth in subsection (2)(a) of this section. Eligible entities are selected for a grant that runs for a
period of three years. If a community-based organization applies, the community-based
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organization must be experienced in out-of-school supports and shall partner with a local
education provider as an eligible entity.

(c) The department shall implement a timeline for the grant program, which must
include the following:

(I) The date the department shall announce the grant program and begin accepting
applications from eligible entities;

(IT) The date by which an eligible entity must submit an application;

(IIT) The date the department shall begin distributing grant money to the grantees; and

(IV) The dates an eligible entity shall submit a report to the department summarizing the
use of funds pursuant to this section, including data on the academic improvement of students in
mathematics disaggregated by race, ethnicity, gender, grade level, disability, socioeconomic
status, geographic location, and English language learner status.

(3) (a) The department shall prioritize eligible entities that:

(I) Adopt intervention strategies described in section 22-32-118.6 or 22-30.5-526.5;

(I)  Use evidence-informed programs that build student skills in STEM and
mathematics;

(II) Use digital math accelerator programs;

(IV) Serve high-needs students, as determined by the department;

(V) Target students who transition from elementary school to middle school and middle
school to high school;

(VI) Have an established presence and relationship in the community; and

(VI) Have demonstrated in the application how the eligible entity will meet the needs of
diverse student populations.

(b) The department shall review the applications submitted pursuant to subsection
(2)(c)(II) of this section.

(c) The department shall not use more than five percent of state funds to administer the
grant program, including, but not limited to:

(I) Monitoring and evaluating grant program activities; and

(IT) Providing training and technical assistance.

(d) The department shall ensure eligible entities use evidence-informed curricula and
interventions in mathematics as identified by the department pursuant to section 22-2-146.5,
including any state-purchased curricula or digital software focused on mathematics.

(4) (a) Eligible entities shall use grant funds for free academic enrichment and support
activities and tutoring programs with a focus on STEM and mathematics, particularly for
students who are below grade level or struggling in mathematics; children with disabilities, as
defined in section 22-20-103; and students who are English language learners.

(b) Eligible entities may use grant funds to:

() Facilitate programs to engage communities to support high-needs schools, as
determined by the department;

(II) Create mentorship programs; and

(I Provide other academic or social enrichment opportunities, including experiential
mathematics activities, to help ensure students can meet the state's rigorous academic standards.

(c) If alocal education provider receives a grant to become a community learning center,
the local education provider shall provide free academic enrichment and support programs,
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mentorship programs, remedial education programs, and tutoring services that align with the
state's rigorous academic standards.

(d) (I) If a local education provider in partnership with a community-based organization
receives a grant to become a community learning center, the local education provider shall
provide free academic enrichment and support programs, mentorship programs, remedial
education programs, and tutoring services that align with the state's rigorous academic standards.
The local education provider shall coordinate with the community-based organization to share
data on student performance that is relevant to each student's performance in school in
accordance with the federal "Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974", 20 U.S.C.
sec. 1232g, as amended, and the "Student Data Transparency and Security Act", created in
article 16 of this title 22.

(I) The local education provider shall coordinate with community-based organization
instructors to:

(A) Offer access to relevant district or state training focused on STEM and mathematics
instruction, including training created pursuant to section 22-2-146.5 (2); and

(B) Provide access to district or statewide software licenses for digital math accelerator
programs.

(5) The state board may promulgate rules for the implementation of this section.

(6) (a) On or before July 1, 2024, the department shall contract with a third-party
evaluator, in accordance with the "Procurement Code", articles 101 to 112 of title 24, to review,
evaluate, and draft a report summarizing the following:

(I) The impact of the grant program on financial savings for parents;

(IT) Data on student engagement, dropout rates, graduation rates, chronic absenteeism,
and mobility rates;

(IT) Student academic improvement in mathematics, including data disaggregated by
race, ethnicity, gender, grade level, disability, socioeconomic status, geographic location, and
English language learner status; and

(IV) The disaggregated data of eligible entities submitted to the department pursuant to
subsection (2)(c)(IV) of this section.

(b) The department shall collect the data reported to the department by eligible entities
pursuant to subsection (2)(c)(IV) of this section and by the third-party evaluator pursuant to this
subsection (6).

(7) (a) Notwithstanding section 24-1-136 (11)(a)(I), on or before January 1, 2025, and
each January 1 thereafter, the department shall submit the report described in subsection (6) of
this section to the education committees of the house of representatives and the senate, or their
successor committees, the governor, and the state board.

(b) Beginning January 2025, the department shall report on the information collected
pursuant to subsection (7)(a) of this section at the department's annual hearing held pursuant to
the "SMART Act", part 2 of article 7 of title 2.

(8) The department and eligible entities shall report data pursuant to this section in
compliance with the federal "Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974", 20 U.S.C.
sec. 1232¢g, as amended, and the "Student Data Transparency and Security Act", created in
article 16 of this title 22.

(9) For the 2023-24 budget year, the general assembly shall appropriate twenty-four
million five hundred thousand dollars to the department. The department shall have the authority
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to spend funds continuously through the 2026-27 budget year for the purposes of this section.
Any unexpended funds that remain at the end of the 2026-27 budget year revert back to the
general fund.

Source: L. 2023: Entire section added, (HB 23-1231), ch. 190, p. 942, § 4, effective May
15. L. 2024: (4)(d)(IT)(A) amended, (HB 24-1450), ch. 490, p. 3414, § 33, effective August 7.

22-2-146.8. Department of education - improving science outcomes - teacher
professional development - report - appropriation - legislative declaration - definitions. (1)
As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Children with disabilities" has the same meaning as set forth in section 22-20-103.

(b) "Colorado academic standards for science" means evidence-informed standards for
student learning in science as adopted by the state board of education.

(c) "Eligible teacher" means a person who is licensed pursuant to article 60.5 of this title
22 or is authorized pursuant to section 22-60.5-111 to teach and who is employed by a local
education provider in the state to provide science instruction. "Eligible teacher" also includes an
educator who is employed by an Indian tribe or tribal organization in the state to provide science
instruction.

(d) "Evidence-informed" means a program or practice in science that relies on peer-
reviewed evidence to establish a basis for accelerating learning. "Evidence-informed" includes
evidence-informed curricula, interventions, acceleration strategies, and assessment options.

(e) "Local education provider" means a school district, a charter school authorized by a
school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of this title 22, a charter school authorized by the
state charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title 22, or a board of
cooperative services created and operating pursuant to article 5 of this title 22 that operates more
than one public school.

(f) "Rural school district" means a school district in Colorado that the department
determines is rural based on the geographic size of the school district and the distance of the
school district from the nearest large, urbanized area.

(g) "Small rural school district" means a school district in Colorado that the department
determines is rural based on the geographic size of the school district and the distance of the
school district from the nearest large, urbanized area and that enrolls fewer than one thousand
students in pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade.

(h) "Standard" has the same meaning as set forth in section 22-7-1003.

(2) The department shall contract with a Colorado institution of higher education in
accordance with the "Procurement Code", articles 101 to 112 of title 24, to make available no
later than the beginning of the 2025-26 school year a free, optional professional development
program hosted on a regional basis around the state that includes an opportunity for both in-
person and virtual participation and that is designed to enhance pedagogy around the Colorado
academic standards for science. The Colorado institution of higher education selected for the
contract may partner with other non-profits or third-party providers that offer professional
development opportunities to teachers that enhance pedagogy around the Colorado academic
standards for science. The professional development program must:
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(a) Be designed to enhance student instruction around the Colorado academic standards
for science, including coverage of the science and engineering practices, disciplinary core ideas,
and cross-cutting concepts provided by the standards;

(b) Include evidence-informed interventions and strategies to grow and accelerate
student proficiencies in science to help students who are below grade level or struggling in
science, children with disabilities, gifted students, and students who are English language
learners;

(¢) Include, but need not be limited to, content aligned with Colorado academic
standards for science, which include cultivation of scientific inquiry and best practices;

(d) Incentivize eligible teacher participation by offering ongoing professional
development credit toward licensure renewal pursuant to article 60.5 of this title 22;

(e) Be structured to give local education providers and teachers planning professional
development activities sufficient time to pursue ongoing professional development credit toward
licensure renewal pursuant to article 60.5 of this title 22; and

(f) Prioritize professional development for eligible teachers employed at local education
providers located in rural school districts and small rural school districts if demand exceeds
program capacity.

(3) On or before January 30, 2027, the department shall report to the education
committees of the house of representatives and the senate, or their successor committees, and the
state board on the number of eligible teachers, disaggregated by license type and local education
provider, who participated in the professional development program created in this section.

(4) (a) The general assembly declares that, for purposes of section 17 of article IX of the
state constitution, a professional development program to enhance pedagogy around the
Colorado academic standards for science is an important element in implementing accountable
programs to meet state academic standards and may therefore receive funding from the state
education fund created in section 17 (4) of article IX of the state constitution.

(b) For the 2024-25 budget year, the general assembly shall appropriate three million
dollars from the state education fund to the department. Any money appropriated pursuant to this
section that is not expended prior to July 1, 2025, remains available for expenditure for the same
purpose in the 2026-27 budget year without further appropriation. At the end of the 2026-27
budget year, the money that is unexpended or unencumbered reverts to the state education fund.

Source: L. 2024: Entire section added, (HB 24-1446), ch. 239, p. 1565, § 2, effective
August 7.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 24-1446, see section 1 of chapter
239, Session Laws of Colorado 2024.

22-2-147. Menstrual hygiene products accessibility grant program - eligibility -
report - rules - definitions. (1) There is created in the department the menstrual hygiene
products accessibility grant program in order to provide menstrual hygiene products at no
expense to students. A grant recipient shall ensure that menstrual hygiene products are accessible
to a student regardless of the student's gender identity.
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(2) A grant recipient shall use the award to acquire and distribute menstrual hygiene
products at no expense to students or acquire, install, and maintain a dispensing machine or
disposal receptacle for menstrual hygiene products.

(3) An eligible grant recipient is:

(a) A local education provider if it has fifty percent or more students enrolled who are
eligible for free or reduced-cost lunch pursuant to the federal "Richard B. Russell National
School Lunch Act", 42 U.S.C. sec. 1751 et seq.;

(b) The Colorado school for the deaf and the blind, created and existing pursuant to
section 22-80-102 (1)(a);

(c) An approved facility school, as defined in section 22-2-402 (1); or

(d) A rural school district, a small rural district, a charter school of a rural school district
or a small rural district, or an institute charter school located within the geographic boundaries of
a rural school district or small rural school district.

(4) To receive a grant, an eligible grant recipient must submit an application to the
department by a date specified by the department. The eligible grant recipient must include data
in its application concerning the number of students enrolled at the eligible grant recipient and
the number of restrooms, including gender-neutral restrooms, on the property of the eligible
grant recipient.

(5) Subject to available appropriations, the department shall implement and administer
the grant program, and shall award a grant to an eligible grant recipient that applies in an amount
that is proportionate to the numbers of students and restrooms as provided in its application. The
state board may promulgate rules as necessary to implement the grant program.

(5.3) For the 2024-25 state fiscal year, the general assembly shall appropriate to the
department two hundred thousand dollars from the general fund for purposes of this section.

(5.7) The department may retain no more than ten percent of the total amount
appropriated pursuant to subsection (5.3) of this section for the grant program to offset the actual
administrative costs incurred in administering the grant program.

(6) (a) On or before October 1, 2022, and on or before October 1 each year thereafter,
each grant recipient shall submit a report to the department. The report must include information
concerning the amount of money spent on the acquisition and distribution of menstrual hygiene
products and the amount of money spent on the acquisition, installation, and maintenance of a
dispensing machine or disposal receptacle for menstrual hygiene products.

(b) On or before January 2, 2023, and on or before January 2 each year thereafter, the
department shall submit a summarized report of the information received pursuant to subsection
(6)(a) of this section to the education committees of the senate and house of representatives, or
any successor committees.

(c) Notwithstanding the requirement in section 24-1-136 (11)(a)(I), the requirement to
submit the report required in this subsection (6) continues indefinitely.

(7) The department may seek, accept, and expend gifts, grants, or donations from private
or public sources for the purposes of this section.

(8) Asused in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Grant program" means the menstrual hygiene products accessibility grant program
created and existing pursuant to this section.

(b) "Local education provider" means a school district, a charter school authorized by a
school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of this title 22, a charter school authorized by the
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state charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title 22, or a board of
cooperative services created and operating pursuant to article 5 of this title 22 that operates one
or more public schools.

(c) "Menstrual hygiene products" means tampons, menstrual pads, and pantiliners.

(d) "Rural school district" means a school district that the department of education
determines is rural, based on the geographic size of the school district and the distance of the
school district from the nearest large, urbanized area.

(e) "Small rural school district" means a school district that the department of education
determines is rural, based on the geographic size of the school district and the distance of the
school district from the nearest large, urbanized area, and that enrolls fewer than one thousand
two hundred students in kindergarten through twelfth grade.

Source: L. 2021: Entire section added, (SB 21-255), ch. 444, p. 2934, § 1, effective
September 7. L. 2024: (2), (3)(b), (3)(c), and (6) amended and (3)(d), (5.3), (5.7), (8)(d), and
(8)(e) added, (HB 24-1164), ch. 438, p. 3063, § 2, effective August 7.

22-2-148. Secondary school student substance use - committee - definitions - repeal.
(Repealed)

Source: L. 2023: Entire section added, (HB 23-1009), ch. 115, p. 418, § 2, effective
August 7.

Editor's note: Subsection (5) provided for the repeal of this section, effective July 1,
2025. (See L. 2023, p. 418.)

22-2-149. Summer electronic benefits transfer for children program - duties. (1)
The department is the designated partner agency for the summer electronic benefits transfer for
children program created in the department of human services pursuant to section 26-2-309.

(2) To administer the summer electronic benefits transfer for children program, the
department shall:

(a) Develop an outreach plan and conduct outreach to local education providers, as
defined in section 22-16-103, and school food authorities, as defined in section 26-2-309;

(b) Provide technical assistance to school food authorities, specifically school food
authorities located in rural areas; and

(c) Collect the minimum student-level data necessary to gather and maintain eligibility
information required by the summer electronic benefits transfer for children program and share
the data with the department of human services for the administration of the summer electronic
benefits transfer for children program as set forth in section 26-2-309 (5).

(3) The department of human services and the department shall jointly:

(a) Develop protocols for the sharing of relevant data necessary for the administration of
the summer electronic benefits transfer for children program and outreach to households with
students who are eligible for the program;

(b) Streamline data collection; and

Colorado Revised Statutes 2025 Page 153 of 1467 Uncertified Printout



(c) Develop and provide an opt-out process for parents, legal guardians, and
emancipated students, to the extent allowable pursuant to the federal requirements for the
summer electronic benefits transfer for children program.

(4) (a) For state fiscal year 2023-24, the general assembly shall appropriate one hundred
sixty-nine thousand eight hundred seventy dollars to the department from the general fund for
purposes of this section. Any money appropriated pursuant to this subsection (4)(a) that is not
expended prior to July 1, 2024, remains available for expenditure for the same purpose in the
2024-25 state fiscal year without further appropriation.

(b) For state fiscal year 2024-25, the general assembly shall appropriate three hundred
ninety-three thousand eight hundred six dollars to the department from the general fund for
purposes of this section. Any money appropriated pursuant to this subsection (4)(b) that is not
expended prior to July 1, 2025, remains available for expenditure for the same purpose in the
2025-26 state fiscal year without further appropriation.

Source: L. 2023, 1st Ex. Sess.: Entire section added, (SB 23B-002), ch. 5, p. 23, § 2,
effective November 28.

22-2-150. Department of education - implementation of oral health screening
statewide - report - definitions - repeal. (1) As used in this section, unless the context
otherwise requires:

(a) "Oral health screening" means a visual and manual inspection of the mouth that is
performed to identify probable oral disease or other oral conditions or risk factors that may
require management by oral health professionals.

(b) "Report" means the report of the department of public health and environment
concerning the implementation and outcomes of the oral health screening pilot program created
in section 25-21.5-104 (3) for oral health screening in kindergarten and third grade, including
best practices for expanding future oral health screening activities in kindergarten and third
grade.

(2) On or before December 1, 2027, the department shall develop a plan for
implementation of oral health screening in kindergarten and third grade in all public schools. In
developing the plan, the department shall consider:

(a) The report and any other relevant data and information provided by the department of
public health and environment concerning oral health screening;

(b) Feedback from public school professionals, including administrators, school nurses,
fiscal staff, and other professionals;

(c) Data and information relating to practices in states that have broad oral health
screening programs; and

(d) Any other data or information relevant to the implementation and cost of a statewide
oral health screening program in kindergarten and third grade.

(3) The department shall submit its plan for implementation of oral health screening in
kindergarten and third grade for all public schools to the house of representatives health and
human services committee, the senate health and human services committee, and the joint budget
committee, or their successor committees.

(4) This section is repealed, effective July 1, 2033.
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Source: L. 2024: Entire section added, (SB 24-142), ch. 481, p. 3376, § 4, effective June

PART 2
SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT
22-2-201 to 22-2-203. (Repealed)
Source: L. 84: Entire part repealed, p. 581, § 1, effective February 17.

Editor's note: This part 2 was numbered as article 27 of chapter 123 in C.R.S. 1963. For
amendments to this part 2 prior to its repeal in 1984, consult the Colorado statutory research
explanatory note and the table itemizing the replacement volumes and supplements to the
original volume of C.R.S. 1973 beginning on page vii in the front of this volume.

PART 3
DATA REPORTING AND TECHNOLOGY

22-2-301. Short title. This part 3 shall be known and may be cited as the "Data
Reporting and Technology Act".

Source: L. 2007: Entire part added, p. 1059, § 1, effective May 23.

22-2-302. Legislative declaration. (1) The general assembly hereby finds that:

(a) Pursuant to state statute and rules of the state board, school districts are required to
submit extensive and duplicative data at different times throughout the year or to different
divisions within the department of education;

(b) Reporting requirements are frequently placed in statute or rule and are not revisited
after their initial adoption. Often, these requirements cease over time to have a relevant use or
purpose but are still required to be reported to the department.

(c) School districts recognize the value of collecting and submitting data that will be
used to track student achievement, to qualify for state funds, or to support accountability for
student achievement or compliance measures but often find that the staff time required to
prepare reports and submit required data under federal and state statutes and rules takes human
and capital resources that could be better spent on providing student instruction;

(d) The department works to make data reporting productive and meaningful but faces
its own internal challenges in terms of funding, adequate staffing levels, and the ability to
overhaul antiquated data technology systems;

(e) The elementary and secondary education system in Colorado spends considerable
amounts of money maintaining multiple, often out-of-date, computer systems for data collection
and transmission. Due to the lack of a single statewide data system, data often cannot be
accessed, even when acting in compliance with federal privacy restraints, by others within the
department, school districts seeking comparisons with other districts for best practices, or
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researchers and foundations seeking to conduct research on the Colorado public school system
and its students.

(2) It is therefore the intent of the general assembly in enacting this part 3 to achieve the
following purposes:

(a) To improve the collection of data by streamlining the submission and reporting of
data;

(b) To create shared goals and shared expectations for data collection and technology for
elementary and secondary education in Colorado;

(c) To require school districts and public schools to submit data that is relevant to
student achievement and will enhance and improve the manner in which school districts and
public schools provide and evaluate student instruction;

(d) To explore the possibility of implementing a single statewide education data
collection system with the purpose of reducing the manpower and cost of submitting required
data to the department; and

(e) To deploy the single statewide education data collection system as a system of data
exchange that is based on automatic file exchanges rather than manual processes requiring
personnel to upload electronic files via messaging, web uploads, or other file transfer methods
requiring human intervention.

Source: L. 2007: Entire part added, p. 1059, § 1, effective May 23.

22-2-303. Definitions. As used in this part 3, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1) "Commissioner" means the commissioner of education appointed pursuant to section
1 of article IX of the state constitution.

(2) "Current data technology system" means the data technology system or systems in
use by the department as of May 23, 2007.

(3) "Data dictionary" means an essential component of data management adopted by the
department pursuant to section 22-2-305 that defines all of the data elements the department
collects from school districts and public schools and describes the methods by which the
department collects the data through the single statewide data collection system.

(4) "Department" means the department of education created and existing pursuant to
section 24-1-115, C.R.S.

(5) "EDAC" means the education data advisory committee created pursuant to section
22-2-304.

(6) "Public school" means a public school as provided in section 22-1-101, including a
charter school authorized by a school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of this title or an
institute charter school authorized by the state charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of article
30.5 of this title.

(7) "State board" means the state board of education created and existing pursuant to
section 1 of article IX of the state constitution.

Source: L. 2007: Entire part added, p. 1060, § 1, effective May 23. L. 2013: (6)
amended, (HB 13-1219), ch. 104, p. 357, § 2, effective August 7.
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22-2-304. Education data advisory committee - creation - duties - approval. (1) The
state board shall designate at least five volunteer school districts and two volunteer boards of
cooperative services and a volunteer charter school, that are representative of the state as to pupil
size and population, to send representatives to form a voluntary committee, to be known as the
education data advisory committee. The EDAC shall work with the department to review school
district data reporting requirements and make recommendations as provided in this section.

(2) The EDAC shall:

(a) Review the statutory and regulatory data reporting requirements applicable to school
districts and public schools and determine whether the benefits derived from the reports are
outweighed by the increased administrative costs incurred by the school districts and public
schools in preparing and submitting the reports;

(b) Identify those statutory and regulatory data reporting requirements that are
duplicative or obsolete and may be combined, eliminated, or otherwise streamlined;

(c) Review each data reporting request made to school districts and public schools and
notify school districts and public schools which of the following designations applies:

(I) The request is mandatory because it is required by statute or rule;

(IT) The request is required to acquire a benefit because a statute or rule requires a school
district or public school that chooses to seek or receive a specified governmental benefit to report
the data; or

(IIT) The request is voluntary because it is not specifically required by a statute or rule;

(d) Review all proposed statutory and regulatory data reporting requirements, whether
proposed in state or federal legislation or in rules, and, to the extent practicable prior to final
adoption, inform the general assembly or the enacting state or federal agency of the estimated
cost to the school districts and public schools of complying with the proposed statutory and
regulatory data reporting requirements and make recommendations to the general assembly or to
the enacting state or federal agency concerning whether the proposed requirements are already
included in existing law or regulation and whether the proposed requirements are necessary and
appropriate;

(e) Advise the department on the impact of data practices and technology on school
districts and public schools;

(f) Periodically review the rules for implementing the federal "Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act of 1974", 20 U.S.C. sec. 1232g, and recommend to the state board an
interpretation of said act that will facilitate the exchange and sharing of student information to
the greatest extent possible in compliance with the federal regulations for implementing said act;
and

(g) Review the processes and timing for collecting student demographic data and make
recommendations to the state board for efficiently updating the data as necessary.

(2.5) If there is a difference between the designation identified by the EDAC pursuant to
subsection (2)(c) of this section and the department's final determination, the state board shall
engage in a public information session with the opportunity for public input and to allow the
EDAC and the department to discuss their perspectives.

(3) (a) The EDAC shall annually, or more often if necessary, make recommendations to
the state board and to the appropriate legislative committees of reference based on the subject
matter of the recommendation for the repeal or amendment of statutory and regulatory data
reporting requirements that the EDAC has identified as duplicative, obsolete, or inefficient.
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(b) Repealed.

(4) The EDAC shall identify those reporting requirements that may be consolidated into
a single report or a single submission for purposes of streamlining data submission for school
districts and public schools.

(5) As used in this section, "statutory and regulatory data reporting requirements"
includes all data reporting requirements that apply to school districts and public schools and that
are imposed by federal or state statute or by rule of a federal or state agency, including but not
limited to the data reporting requirements imposed by the department of human services, the
department of public health and environment, and the department of health care policy and
financing.

(6) Repealed.

Source: L. 2007: Entire part added, p. 1061, § 1, effective May 23. L. 2009: Entire
section amended, (HB 09-1214), ch. 198, p. 887, § 1, effective April 30. L. 2010: (2)(c), (2)(e),
and (2)(f) amended and (2)(g) added, (HB 10-1171), ch. 401, p. 1934, § 4, effective August 11.
L. 2017: (6)(a) amended, (SB 17-144), ch. 110, p. 397, § 2, effective April 6. L. 2022: (2)(c)
amended, (2.5) added, and (6) repealed, (HB 22-1265), ch. 455, p. 3259, § 1, effective June 8.

Editor's note: Subsection (3)(b)(II) provided for the repeal of subsection (3)(b),
effective July 1, 2010. (See L. 2009, p. 887.)

22-2-305. Data dictionary - legislative declaration - creation - contents - report. (1)
(a) The general assembly finds that there is a need for consistency in electronic data submission
protocols and requirements to allow school districts and public schools to submit data for
multiple reports in one transaction. Under the existing data submission system, school districts
and public schools are often forced to report data that is known to be incorrect because of an
existing inability to correct or resubmit data through the current data technology system. The
general assembly finds that the priority in data collection and submission must be the efficient
collection and use of accurate, relevant data.

(b) The general assembly finds therefore that, with the creation and implementation of a
data dictionary, the department may bring consistency and greater accuracy to the data elements
collected from school districts and public schools and increase the efficiency of education data
submission and collection by not collecting the same data elements more often than necessary.

(2) (@) The department shall develop and distribute to the school districts and public
schools a data dictionary to define the data the department will collect and the methods and
protocols by which school districts and public schools will submit the data. At a minimum, the
data dictionary shall include the following items:

(D A map of the current data collection requirements, including the definition of each
data element, when each data element is collected, identification of the external reports for
which each data element is used, and identification of the method by which each data element is
collected;

(ID' A description of the format for data submission, acceptable values in data
submission, the available options for dealing with data fields for which the submitting school
district or public school does not have information, and logical comparisons to prior reports;

(IIT) Identification of data relationships;
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(IV) Data element tables; and

(V) Identification of data element locations within data access tools.

(b) In developing the data dictionary, the department shall seek and apply input from
school districts, public schools, and the EDAC. In addition, the department shall ensure that the
data elements included in the data dictionary are aligned with the descriptions and definitions of
data elements that are used by national education organizations such as the federal department of
education and other organizations that set national education standards and ratings.

(3) On or before August 1, 2007, the department shall report the status of the data
dictionary to the state board, the education committees of the senate and house of
representatives, or any successor committees, the governor, school districts, and the EDAC. At a
minimum, the report shall include:

(a) A description of how many school districts and public schools were involved in the
process of creating the data dictionary, the extent to which the EDAC was involved in the
process, and the manner of the school districts', public schools', and the EDAC's involvement;

(b) An explanation of the department's methods and considerations in creating the data
dictionary, including the extent to which the department considered models from other states;

(c) An explanation of the manner in which school districts and public schools will access
the data dictionary; and

(d) The method by and frequency with which the department plans to review and update
the data dictionary.

(4) The department shall ensure that the data dictionary is fully operational and available
for use on or before October 1, 2007.

(5) The general assembly finds and declares that, for purposes of section 17 of article IX
of the state constitution, the creation and implementation of the data dictionary pursuant to this
section is an important element of accountability reporting and may therefore receive funding
from the state education fund created in section 17 (4) of article IX of the state constitution.

Source: L. 2007: Entire part added, p. 1062, § 1, effective May 23.

22-2-306. Advance notice - legislative declaration - data collection - data submission
changes - website update - submission windows. (1) The general assembly finds that it is
imperative that school districts and public schools receive adequate advance notice of changes in
data submission requirements to enable them to effectively comply with the new requirements.
The general assembly further finds that the department must allow school districts and public
schools the necessary time in which to comply with changes in data submission requirements in
order to ensure that the school districts and public schools provide accurate data.

(2) The department shall provide to school districts, public schools, and vendors notice
of new federal or state data submission requirements or changes to existing federal or state data
submission requirements within one business day after receiving the new or changed
requirements. The department shall notify school districts, public schools, and vendors of new or
changed federal or state data submission requirements and communicate any other pertinent
information through an electronic mail list developed by the department to which school
districts, public schools, and vendors may subscribe. The department shall also conduct
informational meetings that allow school districts, public schools, and vendors to ask questions
and receive technical support to ensure accuracy and efficiency in data submission.
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(3) (a) To improve the accuracy of submitted data and minimize inaccurate data
submissions and errors in data submitted by school districts and public schools, the department
shall update data reporting requirements on the department website on an annual basis. The
department shall ensure that the department website is updated annually by April 1 with all
changes to state or federal data reporting requirements made since the preceding April 1. No
later than the following July 1, school districts and public schools shall comply with the changes
to state or federal data reporting requirements that are included in the April 1 update.

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of paragraph (a) of this subsection (3) to the contrary,
if federally required or state-required timelines for implementing data reporting requirements
conflict with the provisions of paragraph (a) of this subsection (3), the department, the school
districts, and the public schools shall comply with the federally required timelines.

(4) (a) To assist the department, school districts, and public schools in exercising
reasonable management over data collection and submission activities, following the enactment
of legislation that alters data collection requirements, the state board shall promulgate rules to
implement the changes in accordance with a timeline that ensures the rules are effective by April
1 following the effective date of the legislation. Each school district and public school shall
reformat its data systems by the July 1 following enactment of the rules.

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of paragraph (a) of this subsection (4) to the contrary,
if federally required or state-required timelines for implementing data reporting requirements
conflict with the provisions of paragraph (a) of this subsection (4), the state board, the school
districts, and the public schools shall comply with the federally required timelines.

Source: L. 2007: Entire part added, p. 1064, § 1, effective May 23. L. 2009: (3) and (4)
amended, (HB 09-1214), ch. 198, p. 889, § 2, effective April 30. L. 2010: (3)(b) and (4)(b)
amended, (HB 10-1013), ch. 399, p. 1907, § 21, effective June 10.

22-2-307. Data reporting requirements - interpretation of federal law - suspension.
(1) On or before October 1, 2009, and periodically thereafter, the state board shall review the
rules for implementing the federal "Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974", 20
U.S.C. sec. 1232g, and shall adopt an interpretation of said act that will facilitate the exchange
and sharing of student information to the greatest extent possible in compliance with the federal
regulations for implementing said act. The state board shall consult with the EDAC in
determining its interpretation of said act.

(2) The department shall periodically review its interpretation of federal regulations
pertaining to education data collection and reporting and shall ensure that it takes into
consideration the interpretations adopted by the departments of education in neighboring states.

(3) (a) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, in any year in which the
general assembly does not appropriate moneys to implement a state program in which the
department, a school district, the state charter school institute, or a public school was
participating, any reporting requirements that are required under the provisions of the state
program are suspended, and the department, school districts, the state charter school institute,
and public schools need not comply with said reporting requirements; except that a participating
school district, the state charter school institute if it is participating, or a participating public
school shall comply with requirements to report information concerning the entity's participation
in the state program during the period in which it was funded.
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(b) For purposes of this subsection (3), "state program" means a program specifically
created in state statute and for which the statute creating the program specifically provides
funding to a participating school district, the state charter school institute, or a public school.

Source: L. 2009: Entire section added, (HB 09-1214), ch. 198, p. 889, § 3, effective
April 30.

22-2-308. Data reporting requirements - office of legislative legal services.
Notwithstanding the provisions of section 2-3-505, C.R.S., the office of legislative legal
services, created in section 2-3-501, C.R.S., shall notify EDAC of any legislation introduced that
creates by specific language a new requirement for a local education agency to report data to any
state or federal agency.

Source: L. 2012: Entire section added, (HB 12-1240), ch. 258, p. 1309, § 4, effective
June 4. L. 2013: Entire section amended, (HB 13-1219), ch. 104, p. 357, § 4, effective August 7.

22-2-309. Student data - accessibility - transparency - accountability - short title -
definitions. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2014: Entire section added, (HB 14-1294), ch. 366, p. 1750, § 2, effective
August 6. L. 2016: Entire section repealed, (HB 16-1423), ch. 355, p. 1475, § 2, effective
August 10.

Editor's note: This section was relocated to article 16 of this title in 2016. Former
subsection numbers are shown in editor's notes following the C.R.S. sections in article 16
containing those subsections that were relocated.

22-2-310. Data reporting - instructional hours - report. (1) (a) By the beginning of
the 2025-26 school year, the department shall standardize the reporting method that schools of a
school district, district charter schools, school districts, institute charter schools, and the state
charter school institute use to collect and report data concerning;

(D) Instructional hours;

(IT) School calendars; and

(IIT) The number of hours students spend on instructional time during the school year.

(b) Beginning in the 2025-26 school year, and each school year thereafter, the
department shall collect from schools of a school district, district charter schools, school
districts, institute charter schools, and the state charter school institute, at a minimum, the
following data:

(I) Days of instruction for elementary and secondary schools;

(II) Instructional hours for elementary and secondary schools;

(II) Estimated non-instructional hours, school closures, snow days, and time spent on
lunch and passing between classes; and

(IV) The number of days and percentage of the school year students were placed on
abbreviated school day schedules, as defined in section 22-20-123.
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(2) The department shall annually publish the data in an accessible report on the
department's website, including on the department's web page for school and district data.

Source: L. 2024: Entire section added, (HB 24-1063), ch. 436, p. 3051, § 2, effective
June 5.

22-2-311. Colorado statewide longitudinal data system - postsecondary workforce
readiness programs. (1) The department shall contribute education and workforce readiness
data beginning in the 2025-26 budget year, as necessary, to the Colorado statewide longitudinal
data system consistent with the governance practices established by the Colorado statewide
longitudinal data system governing board pursuant to section 24-37.5-125 (4).

(2) Upon the department's request, a local education provider, as defined in section 22-
35-103, shall submit to the department any data that the department reasonably requires for
purposes of subsection (1) of this section.

Source: L. 2024: Entire section added, (HB 24-1364), ch. 238, p. 1561, § 12, effective
May 23.

PART 4
FACILITY SCHOOLS UNIT

22-2-401. Legislative declaration. (1) The general assembly hereby finds that:

(a) A significant number of children in Colorado are placed in day treatment centers,
residential child care facilities, other out-of-home placement facilities, or hospitals and receive
their education through programs provided by these facilities;

(b) Although these facilities strive to provide the best educational programs possible
within limited resources and under difficult circumstances, studies indicate that students who
receive educational services through facility programs are more likely to repeat a grade level,
more likely to perform below grade level, more likely to drop out of school, less likely to be
employed, less likely to continue into higher education, and more likely to be eventually arrested
and incarcerated;

(c) Each facility independently provides an educational program that, in most instances,
is not consistent in the areas of course work, academic credits, graduation standards, or
curriculum with any other educational program provided by a facility or with any educational
program provided by a school district or an institute charter school. This lack of consistency
makes it extremely difficult for a student to move from one facility to another or to move from a
facility to a school district or institute charter school and puts the student almost hopelessly
behind in meeting standards for completing a grade level or for graduation.

(d) Each student who receives an educational program through a facility participates in
the Colorado student assessment program. However, the student's scores are usually not included
in calculating a school's levels of attainment of the performance indicators, and the transitory
nature of the student's educational career makes it difficult, if not impossible, for an education
provider to longitudinally track the student's academic growth.
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(e) Because of the uniqueness of the population served by each facility, it is important
for each facility to maintain a significant degree of control over the educational program
provided by the facility. However, by partnering with the department of education to provide an
educational program that, as much as practicable, is consistent among the facilities, each facility
can vastly improve the quality of each student's overall academic experience while the student
receives educational services from the facility and when the student transfers to another facility
or to a school district or an institute charter school.

(2) Therefore, the general assembly finds that creating a unit within the department of
education to work with facilities to create consistency with regard to curriculum, standards, and
tracking of student performance within facility education programs will raise the overall quality
of the education provided to these students, thereby helping these students meet their full
potential both academically and as fully contributing adults within the community.

(3) The general assembly further finds that, for purposes of section 17 of article IX of
the state constitution, creating the facility schools unit within the department of education and
the facility schools board to work with approved facility schools to standardize the educational
services provided to students in approved facility schools and implementing a data system to
maintain the records of students who receive educational services from approved facility schools
will enable approved facility schools to provide each student a more consistent and coherent
education, thereby improving each student's likelihood of achieving state academic standards.
The facility schools unit, the facility schools board, and the data system are therefore important
elements of accountable programs to meet state academic standards and may receive funding
from the state education fund created in section 17 (4) of article IX of the state constitution.

(4) (a) The general assembly further finds that the number of approved facility schools
and placements of students in facility schools in Colorado has substantially declined due in part
to county departments of human or social services and other state and local agencies reducing
the use of congregate care placements. However, a small percentage of students with
exceptionally severe or specialized needs, who may have been served in approved facility
schools in the past, still require specialized services beyond the level available from their school
district of residence.

(b) Therefore, the general assembly further finds that it is in the best interests of students
with exceptionally severe or specialized needs to stabilize and enhance the number of approved
facility school placements and to improve student services by:

(I) Providing adequate and predictable funding for approved facility schools;

(I  Establishing an interagency resource guide for facilities seeking licensure or
authorization to operate as approved facility schools;

(II) Requiring state agencies to establish consistent administrative practices to license,
authorize, approve, and fund approved facility schools that may result from the development of
the interagency resource guide described in subsection (4)(b)(II) of this section;

(IV) Allowing state agencies to recommend changes to law, rule, policy, and practice
based on the establishment of consistent administrative practices described in subsection
(4)(a)(IIT) of this section;

(V) Requiring the department of health care policy and financing, in consultation with
the work group, to recommend a plan to provide guidance to approved facility schools on the
eligibility standards required to request and receive medicaid reimbursement funding for
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therapeutic services to the maximum extent possible to reduce reliance on school district revenue
for therapeutic services;

(VI) Authorizing the facility schools board to authorize a facility to operate as a
specialized day school;

(VII) Authorizing the facility schools board to adopt accreditation measures for
approved facility schools; and

(VIII) Expanding technical assistance for school districts and administrative units, with a
priority to serve rural school districts, remote school districts, or school districts that face
significant obstacles to providing intensive supports to serve students with exceptionally severe
or specialized needs.

Source: L. 2008: Entire part added, p. 1374, § 1, effective May 27. L. 2009: (1)(d)
amended, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1529, § 11, effective May 21. L. 2023: (4) added, (SB 23-
219), ch. 88, p. 315, § 1, effective April 20.

22-2-402. Definitions. As used in this part 4, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1) "Approved facility school" means an educational program that is operated by a
facility to provide educational services to students placed in the facility and that, pursuant to
section 22-2-407 (2), has been placed on the list of facility schools that are approved to receive
reimbursement for providing educational services to students placed in a facility.

(2) "Department" means the department of education created and existing pursuant to
section 24-1-115, C.R.S.

(3) "Facility" means a day treatment center, residential child care facility or other facility
licensed by the department of human services pursuant to section 26-6-905, a hospital licensed
by the department of public health and environment pursuant to section 25-1.5-103, or a
specialized day school authorized by the office.

(3.3) "Facility student", as used in section 22-2-407.5, means a student who is in an
approved facility school, eligible facility school, or school district setting, and who is receiving
or requires specialized services, and whose educational needs may be beyond the delivery
capacity of the student's current educational setting.

(3.8) "Model" means the sustainable educational continuum designed to meet the
educational needs of facility students in the target population as defined by the work group
pursuant to section 22-2-407.5.

(3.9) "Office" means the office of facility schools created within the department pursuant
to section 22-2-403.

(4) "Placed in a facility" means a student is in a facility due to:

(a) A court order or other action by a public entity in Colorado; or

(b) The student's determination, if the student is a homeless child as defined in section
22-1-102.5.

(4.5) "Public entity" means a public entity responsible for referring students to or placing
students in out-of-home, day treatment, residential treatment, hospital, and specialized day
school placements with providers.

(5) "School district" means a school district organized and existing pursuant to law but
does not include a local college district.
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(5.5) "Specialized day school" means a school that serves students who are referred to or
placed by a public entity or placed in a specialized day school by a hospital, health-care
provider, behavioral health provider, case management service, court, division of youth services,
school district, county department of human or social services, or other state agency because the
students' behavioral and educational needs are beyond the capacity of the students' current
educational placement due to the severity of the students' needs or the requirement for highly
specialized programming.

(6) "State board of education" or "state board" means the state board of education
created and existing pursuant to section 1 of article IX of the state constitution.

(7) "Student" means a child or youth who has attained three years of age on or before
August 1 and who is under twenty-one years of age.

(7.5) "Student with exceptionally severe or specialized needs" means a student with
exceptionally severe or specialized needs that a school district is unable to serve adequately
within the school district's regular or specialized educational services.

(8) Repealed.

(9) "Work group" means the work group created and convened pursuant to section 22-2-
407.5.

Source: L. 2008: Entire part added, p. 1376, § 1, effective May 27. L. 2021: (3.3), (3.8),
and (9) added, (SB 21-274), ch. 341, p. 2224, § 2, effective June 25. L. 2022: (3) amended, (HB
22-1295), ch. 123, p. 838, § 47, effective July 1. L. 2023: (3) amended, (3.9), (4.5), (5.5), and
(7.5) added, and (8) repealed, (SB 23-219), ch. 88, p. 316, § 2, effective April 20.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in SB 21-274, see section 1 of chapter
341, Session Laws of Colorado 2021.

22-2-403. Office of facility schools - created. (1) There is created within the
department the office of facility schools. The head of the office is the director of facility schools
and is appointed by the commissioner of education in accordance with section 13 of article XII
of the state constitution.

(2) The office of facility schools and the office of the director of facility schools exercise
their powers and perform their duties and functions under the department, the commissioner of
education, and the state board of education. The office of facility schools and the office of the
director of facility schools are type 2 entities, as defined in section 24-1-105.

Source: L. 2008: Entire part added, p. 1376, § 1, effective May 27. L. 2022: (2)
amended, (SB 22-162), ch. 469, p. 3358, § 21, effective August 10. L. 2023: Entire section
amended, (SB 23-219), ch. 88, p. 317, § 3, effective April 20.

Cross references: For the short title (the "Debbie Haskins 'Administrative Organization
Act of 1968' Modernization Act") in SB 22-162, see section 1 of chapter 469, Session Laws of
Colorado 2022.

22-2-404. Facility schools board - created - membership. (1) There is created the
facility schools board to adopt curriculum standards and set graduation requirements for facility
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schools and to collaborate with and advise the office. The facility schools board consists of
seven members appointed by the state board as set forth in this section. The state board shall
appoint the initial members of the facility schools board on or before November 1, 2008. The
facility schools board is a type 1 entity, as defined in section 24-1-105, and exercises its powers
and performs its duties and functions under the department of education.

(2) The state board shall appoint the members of the facility schools board as follows:

(a) Two persons who represent school districts within Colorado, one of whom shall have
expertise in special education;

(b) One person who represents state-level child placement agencies within Colorado;

(c) One person who represents county departments of human or social services within
Colorado;

(d) Two persons who represent facilities within Colorado; and

(e) One person who represents students who receive educational services provided by
facility schools in Colorado. The state board may choose a person who, as a child, received
educational services provided by a facility school or who is a parent of a student who is
receiving or formerly received educational services provided by a facility school.

(3) (a) In appointing the members of the facility schools board, the state board shall seek
to ensure that the membership of the facility schools board collectively has expertise in the areas
of:

(I) Curriculum and assessment;

(IT) Educating students who are placed in facilities;

(IIT) Mental health;

(IV) Special education services; and

(V) School finance.

(b) The state board shall ensure that members of the facility schools board are
representative of the various geographic areas of the state and are representative of the ethnic
and racial diversity and gender balance within the state.

(4) Members of the facility schools board shall serve three-year terms; except that, of the
members initially appointed, two members shall serve one-year terms and two members shall
serve two-year terms. The state board may reappoint a person to serve successive terms on the
facility schools board.

(5) Members of the facility schools board shall serve without compensation but may
receive reimbursement for reasonable travel expenses incurred in fulfilling their duties on the
facility schools board. The department staff shall assist the facility schools board in performing
its duties.

Source: L. 2008: Entire part added, p. 1377, § 1, effective May 27. L. 2018: (2)(¢c)
amended, (SB 18-092), ch. 38, p. 436, § 85, effective August 8. L. 2022: (1) amended, (SB 22-
162), ch. 469, p. 3358, § 22, effective August 10. L. 2023: (1) amended, (SB 23-219), ch. 88, p.
317, § 4, effective April 20.

Cross references: (1) For the legislative declaration in SB 18-092, see section 1 of
chapter 38, Session Laws of Colorado 2018.
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(2) For the short title (the "Debbie Haskins 'Administrative Organization Act of 1968'
Modernization Act") in SB 22-162, see section 1 of chapter 469, Session Laws of Colorado
2022.

22-2-405. Facility schools office - duties. (1) In addition to any other duties that may
be required by law, the office shall:

(a) Develop and maintain, as described in section 22-2-407, the list of approved facility
schools and the list of approved facility schools that receive accreditation;

(b) Make recommendations to the facility schools board regarding the curriculum for use
in the approved facility schools;

(c) Make recommendations to the facility schools board regarding graduation
requirements for students in approved facility schools. The unit's recommendations shall follow
the comprehensive guidelines for high school graduation requirements specified by the state
board pursuant to section 22-2-106 (1)(a.5);

(d) Maintain, and make available as provided by law, student information and records
for the students who receive educational services from approved facility schools;

(e) Ensure that each student who receives educational services from an approved facility
school and who, upon leaving the facility, will reside in Colorado receives a unique identifying
number, as provided in rules adopted pursuant to section 22-11-104, if the student has not
already been assigned a number by the department; and

(f) Communicate and collaborate with the state department of human services, the
county departments of human or social services, and referring agencies regarding the placement
and transfer of students in facilities, including but not limited to communication concerning
academic testing prior to and following placement and other academic and achievement testing.

(2) In complying with the duties specified in subsection (1)(d) of this section, the office
shall:

(a) Adopt data reporting protocols and records transfer procedures for use by approved
facility schools; and

(b) In purchasing a data system to maintain the records of students who are receiving
educational services from approved facility schools, ensure that the data system selected is
compatible with the system used by school districts in serving a majority of the students enrolled
in public schools of the state.

(3) The office shall create, maintain, and annually publish:

(a) The accreditation outcome reports that the office develops for each approved facility
school pursuant to section 22-2-406 (4)(c) on the office's public website; and

(b) A list of independent national accreditation organizations that are approved by the
facility schools board pursuant to section 22-2-406 (4)(a)(IV).

(4) (a) The office shall contract with a qualified third-party evaluator to evaluate and
report whether the work group recommendations made pursuant to section 22-2-407.5 resulted in
more effective services and better access to those services for students with exceptionally severe
and specialized needs. The office shall consult with the work group and qualified third-party
evaluator to evaluate and report the following:

(I)  Whether the number of approved facility school placements for students with
exceptionally severe or specialized needs has stabilized or increased;

(IT) Whether reliance on homebound and out-of-state placements has decreased;
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(IT) Whether administrative units that are unable to access approved facility school
placements due to geographic or other constraints receive sufficient support from the technical
assistance center created in section 22-2-412 to provide effective services to students with
exceptionally severe or specialized needs;

(IV) Whether parents, guardians, advocates, county departments of human or social
services, and other interested parties assess that the work group's implementation plan described
in section 22-2-407.5 (4) has had a positive impact on services for students with exceptionally
severe or specialized needs; and

(V) Any other measure of success the office, work group, and third-party evaluator
determine necessary.

(b) On or before September 1, 2026, the qualified third-party evaluator shall submit a
report to the work group and the office summarizing the measures and recommendations
described in subsection (4)(a) of this section. The report must be included in the October 1,
2026, report required pursuant to section 22-2-407.5 (4)(e).

(5) (a) The office shall assemble stakeholders, including members of the work group, to
analyze and recommend changes to the methods used for calculating tuition costs for approved
facility schools pursuant to section 22-20-109 (2).

(b) As part of the October 1, 2023, report required pursuant to section 22-2-407.5 (4)(e),
the office shall summarize the stakeholder recommendations described in subsection (5)(a) of
this section, including whether statutory or rule updates are required to implement the
recommendations.

(c) On or before July 1, 2024, the state board shall consider the proposed changes and
promulgate rules implementing the new methods used for calculating tuition costs.

(d) As part of the October 1, 2024, report required pursuant to section 22-2-407.5 (4)(e),
the office shall include an update describing the tuition changes adopted as of July 1, 2024.

Source: L. 2008: Entire part added, p. 1378, § 1, effective May 27. L. 2009: (1)(e)
amended, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1529, § 12, effective May 21. L. 2018: (1)(f) amended, (SB
18-092), ch. 38, p. 436, § 86, effective August 8. L. 2023: IP(1), (1)(a), and IP(2) amended and
(3), (4), and (5) added, (SB 23-219), ch. 88, p. 317, § 5, effective April 20. L. 2024: (4)(b)
amended, (SB 24-188), ch. 235, p. 1476, § 12, effective May 23; (3)(b) amended, (HB 24-1450),
ch. 490, p. 3414, § 34, effective August 7.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in SB 18-092, see section 1 of chapter
38, Session Laws of Colorado 2018. For the legislative declaration in SB 24-188, see section 1
of chapter 235, Session Laws of Colorado 2024.

22-2-406. Facility schools board duties - curriculum - graduation standards - report
- rules. (1) In addition to any other duties provided by law, the facility schools board shall:

(a) Adopt curriculum to be provided by approved facility schools. At a minimum, the
facility schools board shall align the curriculum for the core subjects of reading, writing,
mathematics, science, history, and geography with the state content standards adopted pursuant
to section 22-7-1005 and the state assessments or alternate assessments administered as
described in section 22-7-1006.3 (3). The curriculum must include a range of course work from
which an approved facility school may select courses that meet the needs of the students who are
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placed at the facility, including a variety of instructional methods and strategies to meet student
needs.

(b) Adopt accountability and accreditation measures, including academic performance
measures, to be applied to approved facility schools and the students receiving educational
services through the approved facility schools;

(¢) Award a high school diploma to a student who, while receiving services through an
approved facility school, meets the graduation requirements the facility schools board shall
establish pursuant to subsection (3) of this section and who applies for the award of a high
school diploma from the facility schools board; and

(d) Develop procedures to authorize facilities to operate as specialized day schools.

(2) The facility schools board may make recommendations to the state board and to the
department of human services regarding any of the following issues:

(a) The process for placing a child or youth in a facility when the placement is initiated
by a public entity and methods for improving the involvement of school districts in such
placement decisions;

(b) The process for placing a child or youth in a facility when the placement is initiated
by action by or request of a private person and methods by which school districts may be
involved in such placement decisions;

(c) Methods and strategies for improving the quality of educational services provided by
approved facility schools and for improving the educational outcomes for students who receive
educational services from approved facility schools;

(d) Methods for recruiting and retaining highly qualified teachers and paraprofessionals
for employment in approved facility schools;

(e) The provision of appropriate services for students with disabilities, including the
process for developing and reviewing individualized education programs;

(f) Methods of reimbursing approved facility schools for the excess costs incurred in
providing educational services to students with disabilities, including direct and indirect costs;

(g) The liability of the school districts of residence for providing a free and appropriate
public education for the students who are placed in a facility and procedures to ensure students'
rights to receive educational services;

(h) The oversight and monitoring of approved facility schools;

(1) Any other issues that are determined by the facility schools board to be within its
purview and that are intended to improve educational outcomes for students receiving
educational services from approved facility schools or to promote the efficient delivery of
educational services to students who are placed in facilities; and

(j) The creation of an interagency resource guide to assist facilities in becoming licensed
or authorized as approved facility schools, which must be adopted by the department, the
department of human services, the department of health care policy and financing, and the
department of public health and environment as set forth in section 22-2-410.

(3) The facility schools board shall promulgate rules in accordance with the "State
Administrative Procedure Act", article 4 of title 24, to establish procedures by which a student
who participates in an approved facility school may apply to receive a high school diploma
awarded by the facility schools board. The facility schools board shall also, by rule, establish the
graduation requirements that a student receiving educational services through an approved
facility school shall meet to be awarded the facility school's high school diploma. In adopting the
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graduation requirements, the facility schools board shall take into consideration the
recommendations of the office and shall ensure that the graduation requirements follow the
guidelines for high school graduation requirements specified by the state board pursuant to
section 22-2-106 (1)(a.5).

(4) (a) (I) In complying with the duties specified in subsection (1)(b) of this section, on
or before December 1, 2026, the facility schools board shall review the implementation of
accountability measures by an approved facility school that has been approved for at least one
year and recommend to the state board whether to accredit the approved facility school. The
state board may grant accreditation to the approved facility school based on the facility schools
board recommendation.

(IT) If a facility school has been an approved facility school pursuant to section 22-2-407
(2)(b) for less than one year as of December 1, 2026, the approved facility school shall
implement accountability measures within one year of approval before the facility schools board
review pursuant to subsection (4)(a)(I) of this section.

(Il) If a facility school becomes an approved facility school pursuant to section 22-2-
407 (2)(b) after December 1, 2026, the approved facility school has one year to implement the
accountability measures before a review by the facility schools board and accreditation approval
by the state board pursuant to subsection (4)(a)(I) of this section.

(IV) (A) The facility schools board shall approve a list of recognized independent
national accreditation organizations that accredit approved facility schools.

(B) If a recognized independent national accreditation organization accredits an
approved facility school, the facility schools board may consider the recognized independent
national accreditation as part of the facility schools board's accreditation review of the approved
facility school pursuant to this subsection (4)(a)(IV).

(C) The office shall post the list of recognized independent national accreditation
organizations to the office's website pursuant to section 22-2-405 (3).

(b) (I) Notwithstanding subsection (4)(b)(II) of this section, on or after December 1,
2026, a school district or an administrative unit shall only place a student in an approved facility
school that receives accreditation from the state board or an independent national accreditation
organization, unless the school district or administrative unit determines that there is not an
accredited facility available and the selected placement is in the best interests of the student.

(II) If a student is a student in an out-of-home placement, as defined in section 22-32-
138, and the change of educational placement is a result of placement in out-of-home care, the
procedures set forth in section 22-32-138 must be followed.

(c) (I) On or after October 1, 2026, and each October 1 thereafter, the facility schools
board shall create an accreditation outcome report for each approved facility school as part of the
process to determine whether an approved facility school remains accredited. The accreditation
outcome report must include information on student outcomes, postsecondary and workforce
readiness, and student engagement.

(I) On or after December 1, 2026, and each December 1 thereafter, the facility schools
board shall submit the accreditation outcome reports and accreditation recommendations to the
state board.

(IT) The state board may approve accreditation, deny accreditation, or grant conditional
accreditation. If accreditation is conditional or denied by the state board, an approved facility
school may respond to the office within sixty days after receiving the report. The facility schools
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board and state board may reconsider an approved facility school's accreditation status based on
the accreditation outcome report and any other data submitted by an approved facility school or
the office.

(IV) The office shall annually update on the office's website the accreditation outcome
reports for each approved facility school pursuant to section 22-2-405 (3).

(5) (a) In developing procedures as set forth in subsection (1)(d) of this section, the
facility schools board shall promulgate rules for the creation and maintenance of a list of schools
that are authorized to operate as specialized day schools and are approved as facility schools to
receive reimbursement for providing educational services to students placed in the specialized
day school. The facility schools board shall promulgate rules specifying the following
procedures:

(I) How to authorize a facility to operate, become accredited, and be maintained as a
specialized day school;

(ID How to secure health and safety inspections of a specialized day school;

(IIT) How to secure zoning approval in cities and counties for a specialized day school;

(IV) How to procure employee background checks; and

(V) How to track and report incidents at specialized day schools.

(b) The facility schools board may enter into interagency agreements with the
department of human services, department of public health and environment, and other state and
local government agencies to implement this subsection (5).

(c) If a facility meets the criteria to become authorized to operate, become accredited,
and be maintained as a specialized day school pursuant to subsection (5)(a) of this section, the
office shall authorize the facility to operate as a specialized day school. The office shall
periodically, as provided by rule of the facility schools board, review each specialized day
school to determine whether the specialized day school is in compliance with the requirements
set forth in subsection (5)(a) of this section. The facility schools board shall promulgate rules
specifying the procedural requirements associated with the renewal of specialized day schools.

Source: L. 2008: Entire part added, p. 1379, § 1, effective May 27. L. 2015: (1)(a)
amended, (HB 15-1323), ch. 204, p. 721, § 22, effective May 20. L. 2023: (1), (2)(h), (2)(i), and
(3) amended and (2)(j), (4), and (5) added, (SB 23-219), ch. 88, p. 319, § 6, effective April 20.

22-2-407. List of approved facility schools - application - criteria - rules. (1)
Pursuant to the "State Administrative Procedure Act", article 4 of title 24, C.R.S., the facility
schools board shall promulgate rules for the creation and maintenance as provided in this section
of a list of facility schools that are approved to receive reimbursement for providing educational
services to students placed in the facility. In addition to the rules specified in this section, the
facility schools board shall adopt such additional rules as may be necessary for the
implementation of the list pursuant to this section.

(2) (a) The facility schools board by rule shall specify:

(I) The procedures by which a facility school may apply to the office for placement on
the list of approved facility schools;

(IT) The information that each facility school shall provide in the application;

(IIT) The reporting requirements for approved facility schools; and
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(IV) The criteria that a facility school shall meet to be placed on the list of approved
facility schools.

(b) The office shall review the applications received pursuant to subsection (2)(a) of this
section and shall place on the list of approved facility schools those applicants that meet the
criteria specified by rule of the facility schools board. The office shall notify each applicant
regarding placement on the list of approved facility schools. If the office denies an applicant
placement on the list, the office shall explain the basis for the denial. An applicant that is denied
may reapply for placement on the list following correction of the cause for denial.

(3) An approved facility school shall comply with the following requirements in order to
remain on the list of approved facility schools:

(a) Adopt and implement the curriculum and graduation requirements specified by the
facility schools board pursuant to section 22-2-406 (1)(a) and (3);

(b) Demonstrate compliance with the accountability measures adopted by the facility
schools board pursuant to section 22-2-406 (1)(b);

(b.5) Demonstrate compliance with the accountability and accreditation measures within
the time frames adopted by the facility schools board pursuant to section 22-2-406 (4);

(c) Comply with the reporting and records tracking requirements specified by the office
pursuant to section 22-2-405 (1)(d) and (2); and

(d) Comply with any other requirements specified by rule of the facility schools board.

(3.5) An approved facility school or facility may act as a school food authority pursuant
to the provisions of the federal "Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act", 42 U.S.C. sec.
1751 et seq., or the federal "Child Nutrition Act of 1966", 42 U.S.C. sec. 1771 et seq.

(4) The office shall periodically, as provided by rule of the facility schools board, review
each approved facility school to determine whether the approved facility school is in compliance
with the requirements specified in subsection (3) of this section. If the office determines that an
approved facility school is out of compliance, the office shall give the approved facility school
notice of the lack of compliance. If the approved facility school does not come into compliance
within thirty days after receiving the notice, the office shall remove the facility school from the
list of approved facility schools. A facility school that is removed from the list of approved
facility schools may reapply for placement on the list as provided in subsection (2) of this
section.

Source: L. 2008: Entire part added, p. 1380, § 1, effective May 27. L. 2023: (2)(a)(]),
(2)(b), (3)(c), and (4) amended and (3)(b.5) added, (SB 23-219), ch. 88, p. 322, § 7, effective
April 20. L. 2024: (3.5) added, (HB 24-1206), ch. 18, p. 46, § 1, effective March 12.

22-2-407.5. Facility schools - sustainable model of education for facility students -
work group - created - membership - duties - reporting requirements - funding. (1) (a) On
or before July 1, 2021, the department shall convene a work group of the stakeholders described
in subsection (1)(b) of this section. The purpose of the work group is to develop and implement a
sustainable model with capacity to meet the educational needs of children and youth in or at risk
of out-of-home placement and children and youth who are at risk of educational failure due to
challenging behavior, mental or behavioral health needs, or disabilities, regardless of the child's
or youth's eligibility for special education services.
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(b) The work group shall obtain input from parents and students who reflect the diversity
of the state with regard to race, ethnicity, immigration status, income, and disability. The work
group must include the following representatives:

(D) School districts;

(IT) Boards of cooperative services;

(IIT) Special education directors;

(IV) Facility schools and facility school board members;

(V) The department of health care policy and financing;

(VI) The department of education;

(VII) The department of human services, including the division of youth services;

(VIII) County departments of human or social services;

(IX) Parents, guardians, and legal custodians of students with exceptionally severe or
specialized needs; and

(X) Therapeutic facilities for students with exceptionally severe or specialized needs that
are not approved facility schools.

(2) The work group shall:

(a) Define the target population of facility students;

(b) Analyze data to determine the educational needs of students in the target population;

(c) Analyze cost data for providing educational services to students in the target
population;

(d) Evaluate existing capacity within the state, including, but not limited to, the location
and number of desks in each facility school and other programs that currently serve students in
the target population in Colorado;

(e) Evaluate other effective evidence-based options that currently exist in Colorado or in
other states and that may be incorporated into the model to ensure the necessary capacity to
serve students in the target population in the state;

(f) Identify barriers and develop solutions to address the development of additional
capacity in educational programs in meeting the needs of students in the target population;

(g) Identify and analyze:

(I) The state's current capacity to provide appropriate instruction, support, and services
to students in the target population;

(I) The current funding methodology for facility schools;

(I The federal, state, local, and other sources of funding available to support the
current educational options for serving students in the target population, including the
restrictions on use of each type of funding;

(IV) The capacity and funding necessary to adequately serve and support students in the
target population who will receive educational services through the model developed pursuant to
this section; and

(V) The funding methodology and necessary resources to ensure long-term viability;

(h) Identify the outcomes that are to be evaluated pursuant to subsection (3) of this
section; and

(1) Develop short-term strategies to address the lost capacity in facility schools.

(3) The educational options for the model must clearly define the roles of the department
of education, the department of human services, the department of health care policy and
financing, and the department of public health and environment in the model's continuum, which
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includes, but is not limited to, residential treatment, day treatment, and hospitals. The model
must include a means by which to evaluate appropriate outcomes of the target population served
in the continuum.

(4) (a) After analyzing the data required pursuant to subsection (2) of this section, and no
later than October 1, 2022, the work group shall develop the model through which educational
services will be made available to the target population. On or before October 1, 2022, the work
group shall develop the implementation plan, including the deadlines for identified deliverables
within the plan to ensure that implementation of the model can begin on or before July 1, 2023,
and be fully implemented on or before July 1, 2027. Additionally, the work group shall develop
a report identifying any necessary statutory changes for full implementation of the model, as
well as any fiscal impact of the model's implementation.

(b) The work group shall submit the information required by this subsection (4) to the
department on or before October 1, 2022. On or before November 1, 2022, the department shall
submit a written report summarizing the work group's work, as required pursuant to this
subsection (4), to the joint budget committee.

(c) The department may contract with an independent facilitator to support the work
group and write the report required pursuant to this subsection (4), and an independent entity to
perform the financial analysis required pursuant to subsection (2)(g) of this section.

(d) On or before December 31, 2022, the commissioner of education, as defined in
section 22-2-102, shall present the report compiled pursuant to subsection (4)(b) of this section
to the joint budget committee, including details of the model, the implementation plan and
timeline, any fiscal impact of implementing the model, any necessary statutory changes, and any
recommendations to increase Colorado's system to serve and its capacity to support students in
the target population, including short-term strategies developed to address lost facility school
capacity.

() (D On or before October 1, 2023, and on or before each October 1 during the
implementation phase of the model, the department shall submit a written report concerning the
progress of the model's implementation, including, but not limited to, the status of each
deliverable identified in the implementation plan, any modifications to the implementation plan,
and any statutory changes and funding necessary in the upcoming fiscal year in order to
successfully implement each phase of the model. The department shall draft the report with
ongoing input from the work group. The department shall submit the reports to the education
committees of the house of representatives and the senate, or their successor committees, the
joint budget committee, and the state board. The office shall post the reports on the office's
website.

(I) As part of the October 1, 2023, report required pursuant to subsection (4)(e)(I) of
this section, the office shall include recommendations to change the method used for calculating
tuition costs for approved facility schools as described in section 22-2-405 (5) of this section and
identify next steps. The department shall state whether statutory or rule updates are required to
implement changes to the methods for calculating tuition costs.

(I (A) As part of the October 1, 2024, report required pursuant to subsection (4)(e)(I)
of this section, the department shall include an update describing the tuition changes described in
subsection (4)(e)(II) of this section that are adopted as of July 1, 2024, pursuant to section 22-2-
405 (5).
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(B) As part of the October 1, 2024, report required pursuant to subsection (4)(e)(I) of
this section, the department shall include the report summarizing the implementation of the
interagency resource guide described in section 22-2-410 (2).

(IV) As part of the October 1, 2026, report required pursuant to subsection (4)(e)(I) of
this section, the department shall include the report summarizing the evaluation measures and
recommendations described in section 22-2-405 (4).

(V) As part of the October 1, 2025, and October 1, 2026, reports required pursuant to
subsection (4)(e)(I) of this section, the department shall include the report summarizing
information submitted to the department, as described in section 22-2-411 (7), by eligible
applicants who received grant money from the shared operational services grant program created
in section 22-2-411 (2).

(5) The work group shall consult with the department of health care policy and financing
pursuant to section 25.5-1-104 (6) on a plan to provide guidance to approved facility schools on
the eligibility standards required to request and receive medicaid reimbursement funding for
therapeutic services to the maximum extent possible to reduce reliance on school district revenue
for therapeutic services.

Source: L. 2021: Entire section added, (SB 21-274), ch. 341, p. 2224, § 3, effective June
25. L. 2023: IP(1)(b), (1)(b)(VII), and (4)(e) amended and (1)(b)(IX), (1)(b)(X), and (5) added,
(SB 23-219), ch. 88, p. 323, § 8, effective April 20. L. 2024: (4)(e)(IV) amended, (SB 24-188),
ch. 235, p. 1476, § 13, effective May 23.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in SB 21-274, see section 1 of chapter
341, Session Laws of Colorado 2021. For the legislative declaration in SB 24-188, see section 1
of chapter 235, Session Laws of Colorado 2024.

22-2-408. Approved facility schools - funding. (1) For the 2008-09 budget year and
for each budget year thereafter, each approved facility school shall submit its pupil enrollment to
the department and receive funding from the department in accordance with the provisions of
section 22-54-129.

(2) (a) For the 2009-10 budget year, through the 2021-22 budget year, the department
shall annually withhold two percent of the amount payable to each approved facility school. For
the 2022-23 budget year, the department shall withhold four percent of the amount payable to
each approved facility school. The amount withheld shall be allocated to the office to offset the
costs incurred by the office and the facility schools board in implementing this part 4.

(b) For the 2023-24 budget year, and for each budget year thereafter, funding for the
administration of the office is provided through a separate appropriation.

(3) In state fiscal year 2021-22 only, and within available appropriations, the department
shall distribute supplemental payments to facility schools approved by the department as of
October 1, 2021. The supplemental payments must be above and beyond the current daily per
pupil revenue rate as established for the 2021-22 state fiscal year. The department shall
determine the method through which the supplemental payments are distributed to all approved
facility schools and shall ensure that the supplemental payments made pursuant to this
subsection (3) are paid to the approved facility school prior to June 30, 2022.
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(4) In state fiscal year 2022-23 only, and within available appropriations, the department
shall distribute supplemental payments to approved facility schools that are approved by the
department as of October 1, 2022. The supplemental payments must be above and beyond the
current daily per pupil revenue rate as established for the 2022-23 state fiscal year. The
department shall determine the method through which the supplemental payments are distributed
to all approved facility schools and shall ensure that the supplemental payments made pursuant
to this subsection (4) are paid to the approved facility schools prior to June 30, 2023.

Source: L. 2008: Entire section added, p. 1218, § 31, effective May 22. L. 2021: (3)
added, (SB 21-274), ch. 341, p. 2227, § 4, effective June 25. L. 2022: (4) added, (HB 22-1331),
ch. 128, p. 892, § 1, effective August 10. L. 2023: (2) amended, (SB 23-219), ch. 88, p. 324, § 9,
effective April 20.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration contained in the 2008 act enacting this
section, see section 1 of chapter 286, Session Laws of Colorado 2008. For the legislative
declaration in SB 21-274, see section 1 of chapter 341, Session Laws of Colorado 2021.

22-2-409. Notification of risk. (1) Beginning August 15, 2010, a state-licensed day
treatment facility, facility school, or hospital licensed or certified pursuant to section 25-3-101
shall notify the appropriate child welfare education liaison, designated pursuant to section 22-32-
138 (2)(a), of a student who:

(a) Is transferring to a public school from a state-licensed day treatment facility licensed
by the department of human services pursuant to section 26-6-905, facility school as defined in
section 22-2-402 (1), or hospital licensed or certified pursuant to section 25-3-101; and

(b) Has been determined by the state-licensed day treatment facility, the facility school,
the hospital licensed or certified pursuant to section 25-3-101, C.R.S., or the court to be a risk to
himself or herself or the community within the twelve months prior to the proposed transfer.

(2) This section applies only to a hospital licensed or certified pursuant to section 25-3-
301 that is providing inpatient acute care or psychiatric services for a student for more than ten
days and if there is actual knowledge that the student will attend an identified public school
within sixty days after discharge from the hospital. For purposes of this subsection (2),
information shared with the state department of human services, county department of human or
social services, or child education welfare liaison must be shared only for a student who has been
deemed to be a risk to himself or herself or the community within the twelve months prior to
discharge.

(3) The notification required in subsection (1) of this section must be made at least ten
calendar days prior to the student's transition from the state-licensed day treatment facility,
facility school, or hospital licensed or certified pursuant to section 25-3-101 and subsequent
enrollment in a public school and must include an invitation to the child welfare education
liaison, or his or her designee, to participate in the development of a transition plan for the
student. The information provided to the child welfare education liaison must include, but need
not be limited to, the transitioning student's educational records from the transferring educational
facility and an outline of the student's transitional needs to be successful in the public school
setting, which information would assist the school district in meeting the student's needs and
ensuring a successful transition. If the transitioning student is in the custody of the state
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department of human services or a county department of human or social services, the state-
licensed day treatment facility, facility school, or hospital licensed or certified pursuant to
section 25-3-101 shall also provide the notification to the state department of human services.

(4) If a change of placement is required for the safety of the student or if a court, the
state department of human services, or a county department of human or social services makes a
placement change with fewer than ten calendar days notice, the responsible state department of
human services or county department of human or social services shall provide information to
the child welfare education liaison, designated pursuant to section 22-32-138, of the receiving
school district, charter school, or institute charter school within five calendar days following the
student's placement. The information provided to the child welfare education liaison must
include, but need not be limited to, the transitioning student's educational records from the
transferring educational facility and an outline of the student's transitional needs to be successful
in the public school setting, which information would assist the district in meeting the student's
needs and ensuring a successful transition.

(5) The responsible county department of human or social services and the receiving
school district, charter school, or institute charter school shall cooperate to ensure that an
appropriate placement including educational services is made pursuant to this section and
sections 19-1-115.5, 22-20-108, and 22-32-138, as applicable.

(6) Within the confidentiality and privacy limits of state and federal law, the responsible
county department of human or social services or the school district, charter school, institute
charter school, or facility school shall provide information about the student to assist the
receiving entity in determining an appropriate educational placement for the student.

(7) On or before July 1, 2011, the department of human services and the department of
education shall enter into a memorandum of understanding, pursuant to section 22-2-139,
concerning the enrollment of students in the public school system who meet the requirements of
subsection (1) of this section.

Source: L. 2010: Entire section added, (HB 10-1274), ch. 271, p. 1249, § 4, effective
May 25. L. 2016: (1)(a) amended, (SB 16-189), ch. 210, p. 762, § 34, effective June 6. L. 2018:
(2) to (6) amended, (SB 18-092), ch. 38, p. 436, § 87, effective August 8. L. 2022: IP(1) and
(1)(a) amended, (HB 22-1295), ch. 123, p. 838, § 48, effective July 1. L. 2024: (4) amended,
(HB 24-1222), ch. 155, p. 689, § 11, effective August 7.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in the 2010 act adding this section, see
section 1 of chapter 271, Session Laws of Colorado 2010. For the legislative declaration in SB
18-092, see section 1 of chapter 38, Session Laws of Colorado 2018.

22-2-410. Administration - licensing - reports. (1) On or before November 1, 2023,
the department, in collaboration with the department of human services, department of health
care policy and financing, and department of public health and environment, shall develop an
interagency resource guide to assist facilities to become licensed or authorized and funded as an
approved facility school and that must be adopted across departments to support efficient
licensure and approval for the following types of facilities:

(a) A hospital licensed by the department of public health and environment pursuant to
section 25-1.5-103;

Colorado Revised Statutes 2025 Page 177 of 1467 Uncertified Printout



(b) A residential child care facility, day treatment program, or other facility licensed by
the department of human services pursuant to section 26-6-905; and

(c) A specialized day school authorized by the office pursuant to section 22-2-406 (5).

(2) On or before November 1, 2023, the department shall submit a report to the
education committees of the house of representatives and the senate, or their successor
committees, and the joint budget committee, summarizing the following:

(a) A plan for the implementation of the interagency resource guide described in
subsection (1) of this section; and

(b) Any recommended changes to statutes, rules, or administrative procedures as
determined by each department participating in the development of the interagency resource
guide pursuant to subsection (1) of this section to improve administrative efficiency and
eliminate duplication or other unnecessary administrative obstacles to the licensing,
authorization, approval, and funding of approved facility schools.

(3) On or before October 1, 2024, the department shall submit a report summarizing the
implementation of the interagency resource guide described in subsection (1) of this section to
the education committees of the house of representatives and the senate, or their successor
committees, and the joint budget committee. The report may be submitted as part of the report
required pursuant to section 22-2-407.5 (4)(e).

(4) The office shall prominently post the interagency resource guide described in
subsection (1) of this section on the office's website.

Source: L. 2023: Entire section added, (SB 23-219), ch. 88, p. 325, § 10, effective April
20.

22-2-411. Shared operational services grant program - creation - report - rules -
definitions - repeal. (1) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Agency" means an independent agency that oversees approved facility schools.

(b) "Eligible applicant" means an approved facility school that applies to the grant
program on behalf of itself and one or more other approved facility schools, an organization, or
an agency.

(c) "Grant program" means the shared operational services grant program created in
subsection (2) of this section.

(d) "Organization" means a public or private organization that provides or coordinates
operational services for grantees.

(e) "Shared operational services" means services that support approved facility schools,
including but not limited to food services, janitorial services, shared office space, billing,
technical assistance on medicaid services, technology, security, transportation, or purchasing.
Shared operational services may include purchasing and sharing items such as office supplies
and technology.

(2) (@) (I) There is created in the department the shared operational services grant
program to award an eligible applicant grant money for the span of two budget years to contract
with an organization that provides or coordinates shared operational services for grantees.

(I) In the first year of the grant program, an eligible applicant who is awarded a grant
shall determine the shared operational services needed by approved facility schools and contract
with an organization to provide or coordinate services. In the second year of the grant program,
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the grantee shall work with the organization to provide the shared operational services for the
approved facility schools.

(b) The department shall implement a timeline for the grant program, which must
include the following:

(I) The date the department announces the grant program and begins accepting
applications from eligible applicants;

(I) The date the eligible applicants must submit applications by; and

(IIT) The date the department begins distributing grant money to the eligible applicants
that are awarded a grant.

(c) An eligible applicant that chooses to apply for a grant must submit an application to
the department. The application must include, at a minimum, the following information:

(I) The types of shared operational services needed by approved facility schools;

(I) The name of the organization the eligible applicant plans on contracting with for
shared operational services;

(IT)  Projected budget and cost savings by implementing shared operational services
between approved facility schools; and

(IV) The sustainability of the shared operational services after the grant program
concludes.

(3) The department shall review the applications submitted pursuant to subsection (2)(c)
of this section and make recommendations to the state board. The state board shall take into
consideration the recommendations of the department in selecting eligible applicants that receive
grants and determining the amount of each grant.

(4) In selecting grantees, the state board shall give priority to eligible applicants who:

(a) Create a detailed plan to meet the various needs of approved facility schools that
require shared operational services; and

(b) Anticipate the sustainability of shared operational services after the grant program
concludes based on the information submitted pursuant to subsection (2)(c)(IV) of this section.

(5) The state board may promulgate rules as necessary for the implementation of this
section.

(6) To ensure accountability, the department shall conduct an audit of an eligible
applicant who receives grant money.

(7) (a) On or before September 1, 2024, each eligible applicant that is awarded grant
money shall submit an interim report to the department. On or before September 1, 2025, each
eligible applicant that is awarded grant money shall submit a final report to the department. The
interim and final reports must include the following information:

() The types of shared operational services that were provided or coordinated by the
organization;

(ID A performance review of the organization that provided or coordinated shared
operational services between approved facility schools;

(IIT) An analysis of cost savings based on the implementation of the shared operational
services; and

(IV) The projected sustainability of the shared operational services after the grant
program concludes.

(b) As part of the October 1, 2024, and October 1, 2025, reports required pursuant to
section 22-2-407.5 (4)(e), the department shall submit information that, at a minimum,
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summarizes the information received by the department pursuant to subsection (7)(a) of this
section.
(8) This section is repealed, effective September 1, 2026.

Source: L. 2023: Entire section added, (SB 23-219), ch. 88, p. 325, § 10, effective April
20.

22-2-412. Technical assistance center - creation - definitions. (1) As used in this
section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Administrative unit" has the same meaning as set forth in section 22-20-103.

(b) "Board of cooperative services" or "BOCES" means a board of cooperative services
created pursuant to article 5 of this title 22 that operates one or more public schools.

(c) "Center" means the technical assistance center created in subsection (2) of this
section.

(d) "Remote school district" means a school district in Colorado, irrespective of pupil
enrollment, that is more than fifty miles from the nearest large, urbanized area.

(e) "Rural school district" means a school district in Colorado that the department
determines is rural, based on the geographic size of the school district, the distance of the school
district from the nearest large, urbanized area, and a total enrollment of six thousand five
hundred or fewer students.

(2) (a) There is created in the office the technical assistance center to provide technical
assistance to school districts and related administrative units serving students with exceptionally
severe or specialized needs who need to be served by an approved facility school but are unable
to access an approved facility school due to lack of proximity to an approved facility school or
other factors. The center shall prioritize technical assistance to rural school districts, remote
school districts, and other school districts and related administrative units that face significant
obstacles to providing supports to serve students with exceptionally severe or specialized needs.

(b) Technical assistance may include:

(I) Training;

(II) Professional development;

(Il) Coaching;

(IV)  Supports for resource sharing and collaboration between administrative units,
approved facility schools, school districts, or BOCES; and

(V) Direct supports to administrative units to ensure the administrative unit provides a
free and appropriate public education for students with exceptionally severe or specialized needs.

(3) (a) Beginning in the 2023-24 budget year, the center shall assess the needs of school
districts, prioritizing rural school districts, remote school districts, and other school districts and
related administrative units that face significant obstacles to providing supports to serve students
with exceptionally severe or specialized needs.

(b) Beginning in the 2024-25 budget year, the center shall provide technical assistance to
school districts, prioritizing rural school districts, remote school districts, and other school
districts and related administrative units that face significant obstacles to providing supports to
serve students with exceptionally severe or specialized needs.
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(4) The qualified third-party evaluator described in section 22-2-405 (4) shall study the
effectiveness of the center, which must include feedback from school districts and administrative
units that use the services of the center.

(5) Subject to available appropriations, the center may extend support services to school
districts and related administrative units to improve services for students with exceptionally
severe or specialized needs, including through grant programs and direct and contracted services.

Source: L. 2023: Entire section added, (SB 23-219), ch. 88, p. 328, §10, effective April
20.

PART 5
TEACHER RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION

22-2-501. Legislative declaration. (1) The general assembly hereby finds that:

(a) Teachers have a great impact in student achievement. Evidence shows that teacher
quality can account for the majority of variances in student learning and test scores.

(b) The teaching and learning conditions under which teachers practice their profession,
though often overlooked, are essential elements to student achievement and teacher retention.
These conditions must be systematically studied and addressed for Colorado to develop a critical
mass of teachers who are well prepared to teach and who will remain in hardest-to-staff schools
long enough to make a significant difference for students and their families.

(c) Research also demonstrates that the negative effects of teacher shortages and
distribution challenges have a disproportionate impact on the nation's most disadvantaged
students, leaving poor and minority children more likely to be taught by less-qualified and
under-prepared teachers.

(d) Teachers who are truly highly qualified teach well-designed, standards-based lessons
and are able to teach those lessons successfully because they know how and why their students
learn. These teachers work effectively with their colleagues to push and lead school
improvement and work steadily to sharpen their skills and increase their knowledge because they
believe it is part of their professional responsibility to do so.

(e) National board certification is a nationally accepted sign of quality in the teaching
profession and offers a nationwide standard for evaluating and encouraging quality teaching. It is
a means to recognize and reward the accomplished teachers the state needs to build competitive,
world-class schools. National board certified teachers advance the quality of teaching and
learning by maintaining high and rigorous standards for what accomplished teachers should
know and be able to do.

(2) The general assembly further finds and declares that, for purposes of section 17 of
article IX of the state constitution, implementation of measures designed to improve teacher
quality, recruitment, and retention through this part 5 and through House Bill 08-1384, as
enacted at the second regular session of the sixty-sixth general assembly, is a critical element of
accountable education reform, accountable programs to meet state academic standards, and
performance incentives for teachers and, therefore, may receive funding from the state education
fund created in section 17 (4) of article IX of the state constitution.
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Source: L. 2008: Entire part added, p. 1361, § 1, effective May 27.

22-2-502. Definitions. As used in this part 5, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1) "Department" means the department of education created and existing pursuant to
section 24-1-115, C.R.S.

(1.5) "Education support professional" means a Colorado school district paraprofessional
who may not be licensed, as described in article 60.5 of this title 22, but provides direct
instruction, supports licensed staff in an educational capacity, or supports instruction and the
learning environment, including, without limitation:

(a) Teaching assistant, regular education;

(b) Teaching assistant, special education;

(c) Title 1 teaching assistant;

(d) Teaching or classroom technician;

(e) Tutor;

(f) Library or media assistant;

(g) Bilingual assistant;

(h) Educational interpreter;

(i) Braillist;

(j) Occupational therapist assistant;

(k) Physical therapist assistant;

() Health screener;

(m) Counselor assistant;

(n) Health-care technician;

(o) Student monitor;

(p) Child find coordinator;

(q) Child care provider or group leader; and

(r) Community liaison.

(2) "Low-performing, high-needs school" means a school that is required to submit a
priority improvement or turnaround plan pursuant to section 22-11-210.

Source: L. 2008: Entire part added, p. 1362, § 1, effective May 27. L. 2012: Entire
section amended, (HB 12-1261), ch. 257, p. 1306, § 2, effective August 8. L. 2021: (1.5) added,
(HB 21-1087), ch. 484, p. 3468, § 1, effective July 7.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in the 2012 act amending this section,
see section 1 of chapter 257, Session Laws of Colorado 2012.

22-2-503. Teaching and learning conditions survey. (1) Subject to available
appropriations, the department shall administer a biennial teaching and learning conditions
survey, referred to in this section as the "survey", to all preschool teachers, elementary teachers,
secondary teachers, and education support professionals in public schools of the state. The
survey must be designed to assess, at a minimum:

(a) Teaching and learning conditions as predictors of student achievement;

(b) The correlation, if any, between teaching and learning conditions and teacher
retention;
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(c) The relationship, if any, between teaching and learning conditions and school
administration; and

(d) The relationship, if any, between teaching and learning conditions and measures of
school climate, as experienced by students and teachers.

(2) The survey results may be used by schools, school districts, the department, state
policymakers, and researchers as a resource for:

(a) School and program design;

(b) Professional development programs;

(c) School improvement plans;

(d) School district continuous improvement programs;

(e) State education reform initiatives concerning achievement gaps, teacher gaps,
dropout rates, and graduation rates;

(f) Other analyses to inform school improvement efforts; and

(g) Improving ways to measure and improve school climate and teaching and learning
environments.

Source: L. 2008: Entire part added, p. 1362, § 1, effective May 27. L. 2009: IP(1)
amended, (SB 09-214), ch. 24, p. 111, § 1, effective March 18. L. 2021: IP(1) amended, (HB 21-
1087), ch. 484, p. 3469, § 2, effective July 7. L. 2022: IP(1), (1)(b), (1)(c), (2)(e), and (2)(f)
amended and (1)(d) and (2)(g) added, (HB 22-1376), ch. 243, p. 1800, § 3, effective May 26.

22-2-504. National certification compensation - definition - study. (1) Beginning
with the 2009-10 school year for teachers, school counselors, and principals who hold a
certification from the national board for professional teaching standards, and school counselors
who hold a certification from the national board for certified counselors, and beginning with the
2019-20 school year for nationally certified school psychologists who hold a certification from
the national association of school psychologists, collectively referred to in this section as "school
professionals", the department, subject to available appropriations, shall award an annual stipend
of one thousand six hundred dollars to any school professional who is employed in a school
district, a program operated by a board of cooperative services, a charter school authorized by a
school district pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of this title 22, or a charter school authorized by
the state charter school institute pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title 22. For any stipends
that are awarded, the department shall allocate the stipend money to the school district that
employs the school professional who is to receive the stipend, and the school district shall then
make payment directly to the eligible school professional. A school district may, at its discretion,
withhold any required employer retirement and medicare contributions associated with the
stipend pursuant to this section from the one thousand six hundred dollar stipend amount. For
any stipends that are awarded, the stipend shall be:

(a) Payable on May 1, 2009, and each May 1 thereafter, for nationally certified teachers,
school counselors, and principals;

(b) Payable on May 1, 2020, and each May 1 thereafter, for nationally certified school
psychologists;

(c) Prorated for less than full-time employment;

(d) Considered regular salary pursuant to section 24-51-101 (42)(a); and
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(e) In addition to, and not in lieu of, any existing compensation being awarded at the
local level to a school professional.

(2) Beginning with the 2009-10 school year for nationally certified teachers, school
counselors, and principals, and beginning with the 2019-20 school year for nationally certified
school psychologists, subject to available appropriations, an additional annual stipend of three
thousand two hundred dollars shall be awarded to any school professional who meets the criteria
set forth in subsection (1) of this section and who is employed as of May 1 in a given school year
in a low-performing, high-needs school. Subject to available appropriations, a school
professional shall continue to receive the additional stipend award pursuant to this subsection (2)
if the school professional remains employed in a school that was previously a low-performing,
high-needs school but improved sufficiently to implement an improvement or performance plan
pursuant to section 22-11-210. The additional stipend for a school professional is subject to the
same restrictions and requirements as set forth in subsection (1) of this section.

(3) (a) On or before August 30, 2011, the department shall contract with an outside
source to conduct two studies concerning the effectiveness of any annual stipends awarded to
teachers pursuant to this section.

(b) The first study shall evaluate the effect of national board certification on student
achievement, using longitudinal growth as a measurement. The results of the study shall
describe, at a minimum, any differential effectiveness correlated to school characteristics,
including but not limited to:

(I) Title I of the federal "Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965", 20 U.S.C.
sec. 6301 et seq., eligibility;

(IT) School size; and

(IT) The proportion of students who attend the school for whom English is a second
language.

(c) The second study shall evaluate the effectiveness of any stipends awarded on
encouraging teachers to obtain national board certification and encouraging teachers to teach in
low-performing schools, the effect of the national board certification on teacher retention, and
the effect of having national board certified teachers on the culture of the school.

(d) On or before January 30, 2012, the department shall submit a report containing the
findings of the study to the education committees of the house of representatives and the senate,
or any successor committees, the governor, and the commissioner of education.

(4) If insufficient funding is available to award a stipend pursuant to subsection (1) of
this section to all school professionals, stipends shall be awarded only to those school
professionals who meet the criteria of subsection (1) of this section and who are employed in a
low-performing, high-needs school.

Source: L. 2008: Entire part added, p. 1363, § 1, effective May 27. L. 2009: Entire
section amended, (SB 09-214), ch. 24, p. 111, § 2, effective March 18; (2) amended, (SB 09-
163), ch. 293, p. 1529, § 13, effective May 21. L. 2011: (1)(c) amended, (HB 11-1303), ch. 264,
p. 1159, § 41, effective August 10. L. 2012: (1) and (2) amended and (4) added, (HB 12-1261),
ch. 257, p. 1306, § 3, effective August 8. L. 2019: (1), (2), and (4) amended, (HB 19-1036), ch.
8, p. 34, § 1, effective August 2.
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Editor's note: Amendments to subsection (2) by Senate Bill 09-163 and Senate Bill 09-
214 were harmonized.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in the 2012 act amending subsections
(1) and (2) and adding subsection (4), see section 1 of chapter 257, Session Laws of Colorado
2012.

22-2-505. Minority teacher recruitment - short title - legislative declaration - study -
report. (1) The general assembly finds and declares that:

(a) Diversity of teachers in K-12 classrooms is important not only because it helps
provide positive role models for students but also because it offers a broader cultural
understanding of learning strategies and needs;

(b) The most recent data for Colorado shows that while approximately forty-four percent
of students in Colorado are minorities, only twelve percent of teachers are minorities; and

(c) Statewide, the number of minority teachers has not kept up with population growth
and changes in student diversity.

(2) The general assembly therefore declares that it is a matter of statewide concern to
study and develop strategies to increase and improve the recruitment, preparation, and retention
of high-quality minority teachers in Colorado's public school system.

(3) The department shall study and develop strategies to increase and improve the
recruitment, preparation, development, and retention of high-quality minority teachers in
elementary and secondary schools in Colorado. On or before December 1, 2014, the department
shall prepare a report on its findings, including current statewide and district demographics and
recommendations, and submit it to the office of the governor, the state board of education, and
the education committees of the house of representatives and senate, or any successor
committees. The department shall present the report on its findings to the education committees
of the house of representatives and senate, or any successor committees, on or before January 30,
2015.

(4) This section shall be known as "Aliyah's Law".

Source: L. 2014: Entire section added, (HB 14-1175), ch. 359, p. 1685, § 1, effective
August 6.

ARTICLE 3
Eye Protective Devices

22-3-101. Duties regarding eye protective devices. (1) It is the duty of the governing
board of every school district, university, college, or other institution of higher education, and of
every person, firm, or organization maintaining any private school, university, college, or other
institution of higher education, in this state to provide eye protective devices for the use of all
students, teachers, and visitors when participating in the courses and activities enumerated in
section 22-3-102.
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(2) It is the duty of the persons charged with the supervision of any such course or
activity to require such eye protective devices to be worn by students, teachers, and visitors
under the circumstances prescribed in section 22-3-102.

Source: L. 69: p. 1038, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-36-1.

22-3-102. Courses in which devices to be used - substances and activities dangerous
to eyes. (1) Eye protective devices shall be worn in courses including, but not limited to,
vocational or industrial art shops or laboratories and chemistry, physics, or combined chemistry-
physics laboratories, at any time at which the individual is engaged in, or observing, an activity
or the use of hazardous substances likely to cause injury to the eyes.

(2) Hazardous substances likely to cause physical injury to the eyes include materials
which are flammable, toxic, corrosive to living tissues, irritating, strongly sensitizing, or
radioactive or which generate pressure through heat, decomposition, or other means.

(3) Activity or the use of hazardous substances includes, but is not limited to, the
following:

(a) Working with hot molten metal;

(b) Milling, sawing, turning, shaping, cutting, grinding, and stamping of any solid
materials;

(c) Heat treating, tempering, or kiln firing of any metal or other materials;

(d) Gas or electric arc welding;

(e) Working with hot liquids, solids, or chemicals which are flammable, toxic, corrosive
to living tissues, irritating, sensitizing, or radioactive or which generate pressure through heat,
decomposition, or other means.

Source: L. 69: p. 1039, § 2. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-36-2.

22-3-103. Standards for devices. For the purposes of this article, the eye protective
devices utilized shall be industrial quality eye protective devices which meet the standards of the
U.S.A. standard practice for occupational and educational eye and face protection, Z87.1-1968,
and subsequent revisions thereof, approved by the United States of America Standards Institute,
Inc.

Source: L. 69: p. 1039, § 3. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-36-3.

22-3-104. Implementation. The commissioner of education shall prepare and circulate
to each public and private educational institution in this state instructions and recommendations
for implementing the eye safety provisions of this article.

Source: L. 69: p. 1039, § 4. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-36-4.

ARTICLE 4

County Superintendent of Schools
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22-4-101 to 22-4-105. (Repealed)
Source: L. 84: Entire article repealed, p. 582, § 1, effective March 19.

Editor's note: This article was numbered as article 2 of chapter 123 in C.R.S. 1963. For
amendments to this article prior to its repeal in 1984, consult the Colorado statutory research
explanatory note and the table itemizing the replacement volumes and supplements to the
original volume of C.R.S. 1973 beginning on page vii in the front of this volume.

ARTICLE 5

Boards of Cooperative
Services Act of 1965

22-5-101. Short title. This article shall be known and may be cited as the "Boards of
Cooperative Services Act of 1965".

Source: L. 65: p. 1027, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-34-1.

22-5-102. Legislative declaration. The general assembly declares that this article is
enacted for the general improvement and expansion of educational services of the public schools
in the state of Colorado; for the creation of boards of cooperative services where feasible for
purposes of enabling two or more school districts to cooperate in furnishing services authorized
by law if cooperation appears desirable; and for the setting forth of the powers and duties of said
boards of cooperative services.

Source: L. 65: p. 1027, § 2. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-34-2.

22-5-103. Definitions. As used in this article, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1) "Board" means the board of education of a school district or the governing board or
governing agency of a postsecondary institution.

(2) "Board of cooperative services" or "BOCES" means a regional educational service
unit designed to provide supporting, instructional, administrative, facility, community, or any
other services contracted by participating members.

(2.3) "District charter school" means a charter school authorized by a school district
board of education pursuant to part 1 of article 30.5 of this title.

(2.5) Repealed.

(2.7) "Institute charter school" means a charter school authorized by the state charter
school institute pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title.

(3) "Postsecondary institution" means a community or technical college, a local district
college, or a state-supported institution of higher education.

(4) "School district" means any public school district existing pursuant to law.

(5) "State board" means the state board of education.
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Source: L. 73: p. 1295, § 4. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-34-16. L. 91: Entire section amended, p.
896, § 33, effective June 5. L. 92: (2.5) added, p. 470, § 2, effective May 29; (2.5) amended, p.
2183, § 60, effective June 2. L. 97: (2.5) amended, p. 460, § 4, effective August 6; (2.5)
repealed, p. 948, § 2, effective August 6. L. 2010: (2.3) and (2.7) added, (SB 10-161), ch. 250, p.
1116, § 3, effective August 11. L. 2012: (2) amended, (HB 12-1345), ch. 188, p. 716, § 3,
effective May 19.

Editor's note: Subsection (2.5) was amended in House Bill 97-1219. Those amendments
were superseded by the repeal of subsection (2.5) in House Bill 97-1253.

22-5-104. Creation of board of cooperative services - meetings. (1) Whenever the
boards of education of two or more school districts or the board of education of a school district
and the governing board or governing agency of a postsecondary institution desire to establish a
board of cooperative services for the purpose of providing cooperative services as set forth in
this article and have so certified to the commissioner of education and other interested boards by
appropriate resolution, the presidents of any two of the interested boards may call a meeting of
the duly appointed representatives of the interested boards. The interested boards shall seek from
the commissioner of education and the state board for community colleges and occupational
education any aid and assistance that may be reasonably required, to the end that a proper plan of
organization for the board of cooperative services shall be accomplished. At this meeting the
boards which have previously and respectively adopted resolutions so authorizing may enter into
a proposed agreement to form a board of cooperative services, which proposed agreement shall
set forth the names of the participating districts and postsecondary institutions and such other
items as may be required. The participating school districts and postsecondary institutions may
then proceed to form the board of cooperative services.

(2) (a) At a subsequent meeting, the boards which have approved participation in a board
of cooperative services shall agree upon the number of members which are to compose the
cooperative board; except that there shall be no less than five members, and each participating
board shall be entitled to at least one member on the board of cooperative services.

(b) Each participating board of education of a school district shall then appoint its
assigned number of representatives, and one alternate for each, from its membership; except that,
if the board of cooperative services consists of a single school district and a single postsecondary
institution, the board of education may appoint its representatives, and one alternate for each,
from its membership or it may appoint the superintendent of the school district as one of its
assigned number of representatives. The term of office of any member representing a board of
education of a school district who is also a member of the board of education shall have the same
expiration date as the term which the member is serving on the board of education at the time of
appointment to the board of cooperative services. The term of office of any school district
superintendent who is appointed to represent the board of education of a school district shall not
exceed three years; except that, if the superintendent ceases to be an employee of the school
district while serving on the board of cooperative services, a vacancy shall exist on the board of
cooperative services.

(c) Each participating governing board or governing agency of a postsecondary
institution shall then appoint its assigned number of representatives, and one alternate for each,
from its membership or the governing board or governing agency may appoint the chief
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executive officer of such postsecondary institution as one of its assigned number of
representatives. The term of office of each member representing a governing board or governing
agency of a postsecondary institution shall not exceed three years; except that, if any member of
a board of cooperative services who represents a governing board or governing agency of a
postsecondary institution ceases to be a member of such governing board or governing agency or
the chief executive officer of such postsecondary institution, a vacancy shall exist on the board
of cooperative services.

(d) As a term of office expires a replacement to the board of cooperative services shall
be appointed by the participating board within thirty days after the expiration date. When other
vacancies occur, they shall be filled by appointment by the respective boards within thirty days
from the date on which the vacancy occurs.

() (I) Upon agreement of all of the boards participating in a board of cooperative
services, one member of the board of cooperative services may be jointly appointed by the
participating boards from the public at large; however, such member shall reside in the area
served by the board of cooperative services. The term of office of such member shall not exceed
three years. As the term of office of such member expires, a replacement to the board of
cooperative services shall be jointly appointed by the participating boards within thirty days after
the expiration date.

(I) In addition to the member appointed pursuant to subparagraph (I) of this paragraph
(e), the participating boards of a board of cooperative services consisting of a single school
district and a single postsecondary institution may jointly appoint up to four members of the
board of cooperative services from the public at large. A member so appointed shall reside in the
area served by the board of cooperative services. The term of office of a member so appointed
shall not exceed three years. As the term of office of a member appointed pursuant to this
subparagraph (II) expires, a replacement to the board of cooperative services may be jointly
appointed by the participating boards within thirty days after the expiration date.

(3) The agreement to establish a board of cooperative services may be amended to admit
one or more additional school districts or postsecondary institutions if the board of the school
district or postsecondary institution seeking admission shall certify by resolution a desire to be
admitted to membership in the board of cooperative services and if the board of cooperative
services by resolution agrees to the admission of the school district or postsecondary institution.

(4) A board of cooperative services shall meet at least quarterly. A quorum shall consist
of a simple majority of those members serving on a board of cooperative services. In the absence
of a regular member, the alternate, if present, may be counted toward the required quorum and
assume the prerogatives of the regular member.

(5) A board of cooperative services may adopt a policy authorizing board members to
attend and participate in regular or special meetings electronically, including participating by
using video or audio conferencing technology that will allow members of the board to view or
hear each other during the meeting and fully participate in the discussion and in voting; except
that the board members shall gather in one physical location for at least one of the quarterly
meetings held each year. The policy must address the method by which members of the public
are allowed access to any video or audio conference of the board of cooperative services that is
conducted pursuant to this subsection (5). In addition, the policy must specify any agenda items
that the board of cooperative services may not consider during any video or audio conference
conducted pursuant to this subsection (5). A quorum exists at any video or audio conference held
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pursuant to this subsection (5) if the number of members participating in the video or audio
conference equals the number necessary for a quorum pursuant to subsection (4) of this section.

Source: L. 65: p. 1027, § 3. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-34-3. L. 67: p. 804, § 1. L. 73: p. 1293,
§ 1. L. 91: (1) to (3) amended, p. 897, § 34, effective June 5. L. 97: (2)(b) and (2)(c) amended,
p. 957, § 1, effective May 21. L. 99: (5) added, p. 126, § 1, effective March 24. L. 2003: (2)(e)
amended, p. 671, § 1, effective August 6. L. 2013: (5) amended, (SB 13-015), ch. 52, p. 176, § 2,
effective August 7.

22-5-105. Organization of board of cooperative services - meetings. (1) (a) At its
first meeting, the members of the board of cooperative services elected as set forth in section 22-
5-104 shall elect from their membership a president, a vice-president, a secretary, and a
treasurer, whose terms of office are for two years, unless their terms of office as board members
expire earlier, in which case the officership shall similarly expire. The duties of the president,
vice-president, secretary, and treasurer of the board of cooperative services are the same as set
forth for similar offices of boards of education in sections 22-32-105 to 22-32-107. Similarly,
meetings of the board of cooperative services are called, held, and conducted as set forth in
section 22-32-108; except that, pursuant to section 22-5-104 (5), a board of cooperative services
may conduct meetings electronically, including by using video or audio conferencing
technology.

(b) A board of cooperative services that includes in its membership at least one school
district that the department of education determines is rural, based on the geographic size of the
school district and the distance of the school district from the nearest large, urbanized area, and
that enrolls six thousand five hundred or fewer students in kindergarten through twelfth grade,
may provide notice of special meetings by electronic mail as provided in section 22-32-108
(2)(b).

(2) At each meeting at which a board of cooperative services elects officers, each board
member shall sign an affidavit stating that the board member is aware of and will comply with
the confidentiality requirements and restrictions applicable to executive sessions of the board, as
described in section 24-6-402, C.R.S., regardless of whether the board member participates in
the executive session in person or electronically in accordance with a policy adopted pursuant to
section 22-5-104 (5). The board of cooperative services shall keep and preserve the affidavits
with the minutes of board meetings and other board documents.

Source: L. 65: p. 1028, § 4. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-34-4. L. 91: Entire section amended, p.
898, § 35, effective June 5. L. 99: Entire section amended, p. 127, § 2, effective March 24. L.
2013: Entire section amended, (SB 13-015), ch. 52, p. 177, § 3, effective August 7. L. 2015: (1)
amended, (HB 15-1321), ch. 217, p. 798, § 6, effective May 22.

22-5-105.5. Regional education and support services plan - submittal -
recommendations. (Repealed)

Source: L. 92: Entire section added, p. 468, § 1, effective May 29; (4) and (5) amended,
p. 2183, § 61, effective June 2.
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Editor's note: Subsection (6) provided for the repeal of this section, effective July 1,
1994. (See L. 92, p. 468.)

22-5-106. Financing, budgeting, and accounting. (1) (a) Financing of the services
performed under the direction of the board of cooperative services shall be by contributions from
available moneys in any funds, which may be legally expended for such services, of the
participating members on the basis of a proportionality agreed upon by the participating
members and from the boards of cooperative services.

(b) A board of cooperative services may finance all or a portion of the costs of an
approved career and technical education program from funds received pursuant to part 1 of
article 8 of title 23.

(2) A board of cooperative services shall adopt a budget and an appropriation resolution
prior to the beginning of the fiscal year for which adopted.

(3) A board of cooperative services shall follow the provisions of the "School District
Budget Law of 1964", being part 1 of article 44 of this title, wherever such provisions are
applicable; except that the provisions of sections 22-44-112 (3)(c), (4), and (6) and 22-44-115
(4) shall not apply to a board of cooperative services.

Source: L. 65: p. 1028, § 5. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-34-5. L. 67: p. 793, § 1. L. 71: p. 1176,
§ 1. L. 73: p. 1293, § 2. L. 90: (2) amended, p. 1080, § 33, effective May 31. L. 91: (1)
amended, p. 899, § 36, effective June 5. L. 2005: (1) amended, p. 435, § 10, effective April 29.
L. 2017: (1)(b) amended, (SB 17-294), ch. 264, p. 1394, § 42, effective May 25. L. 2021: (1)(b)
amended, (HB 21-1264), ch. 308, p. 1874, § 6, effective June 23.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 21-1264, see section 2 of chapter
308, Session Laws of Colorado 2021.

22-5-106.5. Short-term loans. A board of cooperative services may, upon approval of
its members, negotiate or contract with any person, corporation, association, or company for a
loan not to exceed the difference between the anticipated revenues for the current fiscal year for
the budget of the board of cooperative services and the amount credited to date to said budget in
order to pay current obligations. Such loan shall be liquidated within six months thereafter from
moneys subsequently credited to said budget. The total principal, interest, and fees to be paid on
such loan shall not exceed the total amount of the authorized budget for the same length of time.

Source: L. 77: Entire section added, p. 1035, § 1, effective May 7. L. 91: Entire section
amended, p. 899, § 37, effective June 5.

22-5-107. Duties of board of cooperative services. In addition to any other duty
required to be performed by law, the board of cooperative services shall have the same duties as
those for boards of education as set forth in section 22-32-109 (1)(a) to (1)(m), (1)(q), (1)(r), and
(1)(pp) and section 22-9-106.
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Source: L. 65: p. 1029, § 6. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-34-6. L. 92: Entire section amended, p.
471, § 1, effective April 29. L. 2019: Entire section amended, (SB 19-057), ch. 35, p. 114, § 7,
effective August 2.

22-5-108. Powers of board of cooperative services. (1) In addition to any other
powers granted by law, the board of cooperative services shall have the following specific
powers, to be exercised in its judgment:

(a) Those powers set forth for boards of education in section 22-32-110 (1)(b) to (1)(k),
(1)(n) to (1)(q), (1)(s) to (1)(w), (1)(y), (1)(aa) to (1)(ee), and (1)(jj), and in sections 22-32-113,
22-32-114, 22-32-116 to 22-32-118, 22-32-120 to 22-32-122, and 22-32-124;

(b) To take and hold in the name of the board of cooperative services so much real and
personal property as may be reasonably necessary for any purpose authorized by law;

(c) To operate schools and classes as authorized by the members;

(d) To determine which programs and facilities of the board of cooperative services shall
be operated and maintained;

(e) To award diplomas or certificates of accomplishment as authorized by the members;

(f) To exclude from any library operated by the board of cooperative services any books,
magazines, papers, or other publications which, in the judgment of the board, are of immoral or
pernicious nature;

(g) To select a depositary for moneys belonging to the board of cooperative services, and
to invest any funds on hand which are not then needed in the conduct of its affairs in any
securities which are legal investments for the state and its political subdivisions, pursuant to part
6 of article 75 of title 24, C.R.S.;

(h) To enter into contracts and to receive federal matching funds for moneys spent in
providing student health services pursuant to section 25.5-5-301 (6) or 25.5-5-318, C.R.S.;

(1) To contract with a district charter school or an institute charter school pursuant to
section 22-30.5-104 (7)(b) or 22-30.5-507 (8)(b), respectively, for the use of a school building
and grounds, the operation and maintenance of the building and grounds, and the provision of
any service, activity, or undertaking that the district charter school or institute charter school is
required to perform to carry out the educational program described in its charter contract.

Source: L. 65: p. 1029, § 7. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-34-7. L. 67: p. 805, § 2. L. 69: p. 1032,
§ 2. L. 73: p. 1293, § 3. L. 97: (1)(h) added, p. 1138, § 6, effective May 28. L. 2006: (1)(h)
amended, p. 2005, § 63, effective July 1. L. 2010: (1)(i) added, (SB 10-111), ch. 170, p. 599, § 1,
effective August 11; (1)(i) added, (SB 10-161), ch. 250, p. 1116, § 4, effective August 11. L.
2017: (1)(a) amended, (HB 17-1301), ch. 201, p. 746, § 4, effective August 9.

Editor's note: Amendments to subsection (1)(i) by Senate Bill 10-111 and Senate Bill
10-161 were harmonized.

22-5-109. Matching power. The board of cooperative services shall be authorized to use
the contributions from the participating members to match state and federal funds, or funds from
any other agencies when applicable, when the acceptance of financial assistance from such other
agencies requires matching of funds as a condition of participating in services authorized by law.
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Source: L. 65: p. 1029, § 8. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-34-8. L. 91: Entire section amended, p.
899, § 38, effective June 5.

22-5-110. State and federal payments. Any state or federal financial assistance which
would accrue to an individual school district if it were performing a service performed under the
direction of a board of cooperative services shall be apportioned by the appropriate state or
federal agency to the participating school districts on the basis of the proportionality of the
contributions of the participating school districts to the performance of the service or upon the
basis of proportionality otherwise set forth by law.

Source: L. 65: p. 1029, § 9. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-34-9.

22-5-111. Buildings and facilities. (1) A school district which is participating in a
cooperative service agreement, when authorized by a vote of the eligible electors as provided in
article 42 of this title, may contract for bonded indebtedness for the purpose of purchasing sites,
constructing buildings or other structures, and equipping buildings which are necessary for the
operation of a cooperative educational service program. The district which contracts for bonded
indebtedness may charge the other members participating in the cooperative service agreement
for the use of the building and equipment. The rental proceeds may be applied to the retirement
of said bonded indebtedness. This article shall not be construed to create liability for retirement
of such bonded indebtedness upon the other members participating in the cooperative service
agreement.

(2) The boards of education of the school districts participating in a cooperative service
agreement may jointly, separately, or, after approval of each participating board of education, as
a board of cooperative services construct, purchase, or lease sites, buildings, and equipment for
the purpose of providing the facilities necessary for the operation of a cooperative service
program at any appropriate location, whether within or without a school district providing the
money for the facilities. School district moneys in any fund from which moneys may be legally
expended for such facilities may be used for carrying out the provisions of this section. The
provisions of sections 22-32-127 and 22-45-103 (1) shall apply to any installment purchase
agreement or any lease or rental agreement, including but not limited to any sublease-purchase
agreement entered into by a school district that is a member of a board of cooperative services
pursuant to section 22-43.7-110 (2)(c), entered into by a board of cooperative services or by the
boards of education of the school districts participating in a cooperative service agreement. No
board of education of a school district participating in a cooperative service agreement shall
make any levy for its bond redemption fund, or use any moneys in its bond redemption fund,
except in accordance with the provisions of section 22-45-103 (1)(b).

(3) The board of cooperative services, when authorized by a vote of the registered
electors of all of the school districts participating in the agreement, may borrow any moneys
available from the permanent school fund for purposes of purchasing sites and erecting buildings
for use of the board of cooperative services. Repayment of such loans and interest thereon shall
be by payments from the participating school districts on a proportion agreed upon by the boards
of education of said participating school districts.

(4) Repealed.
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Source: L. 65: p. 1029, § 10. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-34-10. L. 67: p. 793, § 2. L. 83: (2)
amended, p. 743, § 1, effective June 1. L. 85: (2) amended, p. 733, § 4, effective May 31. L. 87:
(1) and (3) amended, p. 305, § 22, effective July 1. L. 91: (1) amended, p. 899, § 39, effective
June 5. L. 93: (1) amended, p. 1780, § 44, effective June 6. L. 2008: (2) amended, p. 1065, § 9,
effective May 22. L. 2021: (4) added, (SB 21-268), ch. 222, p. 1176, § 16, effective June 11. L.
2022: (4) amended, (HB 22-1390), ch. 237, p. 1745, § 4, effective May 26.

Editor's note: Subsection (4)(c) provided for the repeal of subsection (4), effective July
1,2023. (See L. 2022, p. 1745.)

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 22-1390, see section 1 of chapter
237, Session Laws of Colorado 2022.

22-5-112. Veto power and dissolution. (1) A participating board may refrain from
participating in a specific activity proposed by the board of cooperative services by giving due
notice through a board resolution as may be provided in the bylaws of the board of cooperative
services.

(2) A participating board may withdraw from a board of cooperative services after
having given due notice as provided in the bylaws of the board of cooperative services and after
having satisfactorily completed all specific contracts to which it has become a party, or upon
otherwise being released from its commitments by the board of cooperative services.

(3) A board of cooperative services may be dissolved by its resolution upon the
completion of all contracts or upon other adequate discharge of its obligations.

Source: L. 67: p. 805, § 3. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-34-11.

22-5-113. Approval for postsecondary occupational programs. No board of
cooperative services shall establish a new postsecondary program of occupational education
without first obtaining approval from the state board for community colleges and occupational
education.

Source: L. 67: p. 447, § 24. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-34-12.

Cross references: For the establishment of the state board for community colleges and
occupational education, see § 23-60-104.

22-5-114. Eligibility for funds. (1) (a) Any board of cooperative services organized
under the provisions of this article shall be eligible to receive such state moneys as may be
available upon receiving approval by the state board.

(b) Approval to receive state moneys under this subsection (1) does not constitute
approval to receive state moneys pursuant to section 22-5-118.

(2) Unless otherwise approved by the state board, to be eligible to receive state funds
under this section and under section 22-5-118, a board of cooperative services shall meet all the
following criteria:
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(a) It shall serve school districts with a combined total enrollment of not less than four
thousand students; and

(b) It shall either serve school districts in two or more counties or serve multiple school
districts located in the same county.

Source: L. 73: p. 1294, § 4. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-34-13. L. 96: Entire section amended, p.
977, § 2, effective May 23. L. 2001: (1)(a) amended, p. 352, § 16, effective April 16. L. 2003:
(1)(a) amended, p. 2124, § 14, effective May 22.

22-5-114.5. Designation as local education agency - rules. (1) Any board of
cooperative services may act as a local education agency for a participating member or
consortium of members that chooses to apply for, receive, or administer a grant through a grant
program created by a federal or state statute or program. The provisions of this section shall not
apply to federal formula grant moneys unless allowed by the "Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965", Pub.L. 89-10.

(2) A board of cooperative services may apply to the department for federal or state
moneys received by the department only with the approval of two or more of the BOCES
member school districts that have expressly agreed to participate in a grant application through a
vote by the board of directors of the board of cooperative services. If a board of cooperative
services applies for state or federal grant moneys on behalf of participating member school
districts, the participating member school districts are not eligible to apply for the same state or
federal grant moneys. If a participating member school district of a BOCES expressly declines to
participate in a grant application, that member school district is not precluded from applying for
the same state or federal grant moneys as an individual school district.

(3) A board of cooperative services may apply to any division within the department for
any federal and state grant moneys for which it is eligible. All divisions within the department
must treat boards of cooperative services as local education agencies and inform them of and
allow them to apply for all federal and state grant moneys for which they are eligible.

(4) An eligible grantee or consortium of grantees may designate a board of cooperative
services as the fiscal manager for a state or federal grant. The grantee or consortium of grantees
remains responsible for ensuring that all the requirements of the grant are met.

(5) The state board may promulgate rules to establish processes and guidelines for a
board of cooperative services to apply for state or federal grant moneys pursuant to this section.

Source: L. 2013: Entire section added, (SB 13-002), ch. 65, p. 215, § 1, effective March
22.

22-5-115. Financing boards of cooperative services. (1) (a) No later than July 1, 1973,
and July 1 of each year thereafter prior to July 1, 2007, the state board shall determine the
number of eligible boards of cooperative services and, subject to available appropriations, award
a ten-thousand-dollar grant to each such eligible board. For budget years commencing on or after
July 1, 2007, the state board, subject to available appropriations, shall award at least ten
thousand dollars to each eligible board of cooperative services.

Colorado Revised Statutes 2025 Page 195 of 1467 Uncertified Printout



(b) If available moneys are insufficient to award each eligible board the amount
specified in paragraph (a) of this subsection (1), the state board shall reduce proportionately all
awards for eligible boards for that year.

(2) The state board shall certify to the state treasurer the name and address of, and the
amount payable to, each eligible board of cooperative services. Upon receipt of such
certification, but no later than July 15, 1973, and July 15 of each year thereafter, the state
treasurer shall make distribution of the amount so certified to the respective boards of
cooperative services.

(3) The general assembly shall annually make a separate appropriation to the state board
to cover the estimated cost of the basic grants to eligible boards of cooperative services as set
forth in subsection (1) of this section.

(4) For budget years commencing on or after July 1, 1996, any amount received by a
board of cooperative services pursuant to this section must be used to fund professional educator
development in standards-based education, as implemented through part 10 of article 7 of this
title, in each school district that is a member of such board and in any nonmember school district
that chooses to participate in a professional educator development program with any board of
cooperative services.

Source: L. 73: p. 1294, § 4. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-34-14. L. 93: (4) added, p. 1047, § 3,
effective June 3. L. 97: (4) amended, p. 460, § 5, effective August 6. L. 2003: (1), (3), and (4)
amended, p. 2124, § 15, effective May 22. L. 2006: (1) amended and (3) RC&RE, p. 1119, §§ 1,
2, effective May 25. L. 2015: (4) amended, (HB 15-1323), ch. 204, p. 721, § 23, effective May
20.

22-5-116. Corporate status of boards of cooperative services. Each regularly
organized board of cooperative services formed at any time is hereby declared to be a body
corporate and in its name may hold title to personal property for any purpose authorized by law,
sue, and be a party to contracts for any purpose authorized by law.

Source: L. 73: p. 1295, § 4. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-34-15.

22-5-117. Employment of teacher transferred from school district. Any teacher
transferred from employment in a school district which is a member of a board of cooperative
services to employment in said board of cooperative services shall retain the employment status
he had attained prior to his transfer to the board of cooperative services, including credit for
years of service as a probationary teacher, as provided in article 63 of this title, in the school
district from which he transferred.

Source: L. 73: p. 1295, § 4. C.R.S. 1963: § 123-34-17. L. 90: Entire section amended, p.
1131, § 9, effective July 1.

22-5-118. Implementation and financing of regional education and support services
- plan - annual report. (1) The general assembly recognizes that the increasing number of
students, the desire to reduce school districts' reliance on property taxes, the need to consolidate
services rather than schools, and the limitations on state revenues require the boards of
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cooperative services to develop the highest possible efficiencies and most economic methods for
school districts to deliver education and support services. The general assembly further
recognizes that it is essential to assist school districts in providing educational services with the
maximum economies of scale without violating the principle of local control. The general
assembly therefore declares that using boards of cooperative services to assist in delivering
education and support services furthers a valid public purpose and promotes a commitment to
achieving efficiencies and economies in providing educational services.

(2) Beginning fiscal year 1996-97 and for fiscal years thereafter, in addition to any state
moneys received pursuant to section 22-5-115, a board of cooperative services may receive state
moneys by submitting to the department of education a plan for the provision of education and
support services programs, as specified in this section. Any amount appropriated to fund any
education or support services program pursuant to this section shall be distributed by the
department of education to each board of cooperative services that submits a plan. The amount
appropriated shall be divided equally based on the total number of students enrolled in the
member school districts of the participating boards and distributed based on the number of
students participating in the funded education or support services program from each member
school district of each participating board.

(3) () To receive funds under this section, a board of cooperative services, in
cooperation with its participating school districts, the department of education, the Colorado
commission on higher education, the state board for community colleges and occupational
education, and postsecondary institutions, shall prepare and submit a plan to increase efficiencies
and economies in providing education and support services to the board's participating school
districts.

(b) Each plan shall include but is not limited to measures concerning:

(I) The enhancement of student achievement and instruction through cooperative
research and development, the continuous upgrading of standards and assessment techniques,
and the establishment of a regional curriculum center;

(II) Staff development and training programs;

(I  The development of improved communications through such methods as
communications technology, distance learning, and media assistance;

(IV) The use of federal and state categorical funds and the distribution and delivery of
federal block grant moneys;

(V) Data processing;

(VI) Agreements to act as a regional administrative unit for transportation, cooperative
purchasing, and other noninstructional support services, as may be appropriate;

(VL5) Agreements pertaining to the board's operations, if any, as a school food
authority, pursuant to section 22-5-120; and

(VII) Cooperative programs for students who are at risk of suspension or expulsion.

(4) A board of cooperative services may contract with a school district that is not a
member of the board of cooperative services to provide to the school district any of the services
specified in the plan developed pursuant to this section.

(5) The general assembly may appropriate moneys to the department of education for
distribution to boards of cooperative services as provided in this section. Any moneys
appropriated shall be in addition to any moneys appropriated pursuant to section 22-5-115.
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(6) (a) By July I of each year, each board of cooperative services that receives moneys
pursuant to this section shall submit a report to the department of education concerning the
programs and services funded by moneys received pursuant to this section.

(b) Repealed.

(7) The state board may adopt rules for the implementation of this section.

Source: L. 96: Entire section added, p. 975, § 1, effective May 23. L. 98: (6)(b)
repealed, p. 1075, § 1, effective June 1. L. 2006: (6)(a) amended, p. 597, § 7, effective August 7.
L. 2010: (3)(b)(VI) amended and (3)(b)(VL.5) added, (HB 10-1335), ch. 326, p. 1512, § 2,
effective August 11.

22-5-119. Statewide supplemental online and blended learning program - contract -
legislative declaration - definitions. (1) The short title of this section is the "Empowering
Digital Learning for All Act".

(2) (a) (I) The general assembly finds that:

(A) The overwhelming influence of the rapidly evolving use of technology and the
internet will render high-quality remote digital educational content almost cost-free after a
period of declining costs. Access to digital content and educational courses is already an
essential part of the higher education system but is not widely applied in elementary and
secondary education. While some school districts have been able to keep pace with the changing
context of public education, most have not.

(B) The scope of the coming change in the delivery of public education services is
massive and more far-reaching than the currently available constructs of online learning or
blended learning. The scope of the change is such that the advances that the technology
revolution brings must be equally available to students throughout Colorado who choose a
blended learning environment.

(C) The public education system must take advantage of this opportunity to significantly
improve statewide educational equity by delivering educational services through the digital
learning environment. It is likely that failure to embrace this change in the delivery of public
education services will lead to a decline in the equity and quality of the system of public
education in Colorado.

(D) Colorado lacks a clearly articulated and accepted vision and plan to implement the
shift in delivering educational services to a digital environment, which must occur to adequately
prepare students for postsecondary success. It is crucial that the state identify a single public
entity to provide leadership in designing and implementing a statewide plan for increasing the
availability of supplemental online educational courses and blended learning for school districts,
charter schools, and BOCES.

(I) It is therefore in the best interests of the state to increase its investment in the
expansion of affordable, high-quality supplemental online education courses and blended
learning support for school districts, charter schools, and BOCES, especially those that lack the
capacity to develop their own supplemental online education course offerings, by subsidizing the
provision of supplemental online education courses, professional development, and technical
assistance to implement supplemental online and blended learning statewide.

(IT) Due to its experience in assisting school districts with supplemental online
education courses and blended learning in Colorado, it is further in the best interests of the state

Colorado Revised Statutes 2025 Page 198 of 1467 Uncertified Printout



to designate a BOCES to articulate the statewide plan for supplemental online and blended
learning and to lead, manage, and administer the statewide supplemental online and blended
learning program in accordance with this section.

(b) The general assembly declares that the amount necessary to implement the statewide
supplemental online and blended learning program may be appropriated from federal mineral
leasing revenues transferred to the state public school fund pursuant to section 34-63-102,
C.R.S., and section 22-54-114 (1).

(c) The general assembly further declares that, for purposes of section 17 of article IX of
the state constitution, the statewide supplemental online and blended learning program is an
important element in implementing accountable education reform and enabling school districts,
charter schools, and BOCES to meet state academic standards and may therefore receive funding
from the state education fund created in section 17 (4) of article IX of the state constitution.

(3) Asused in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Administering BOCES" means the BOCES that the department designates as
provided in subsection (4) of this section.

(b) "Blended learning" means a formal education program through which a student
learns at least in part through digital content with some element of student control and at least in
part at a supervised physical location that is not the student's home.

(c) "BOCES" means a board of cooperative services created pursuant to this article.

(d) "Charter school" means a district charter school authorized pursuant to part 1 of
article 30.5 of this title or an institute charter school authorized pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5
of this title.

(e) "Department" means the department of education created and existing pursuant to
section 24-1-115, C.R.S.

(f) "Local public education agency" means a school district, BOCES, or charter school.

(g) "Provider" means a nonprofit entity or a local public education agency that provides:

(I) Supplemental online education courses that are taught by employees of the provider
who are teachers licensed in Colorado pursuant to article 60.5 of this title;

(IT) Professional development resources for teachers; or

(IIT) Consulting services for school districts, charter schools, and BOCES with regard to
providing supplemental online education courses and blended learning.

(h) "Small rural school district" means a school district in Colorado that the department
determines is rural, based on the geographic size of the school district and the distance of the
school district from the nearest large, urbanized area, and that enrolls fewer than one thousand
students in kindergarten through twelfth grade.

(1) "Statewide supplemental online and blended learning program" or "program" means
the program described in subsection (4) of this section.

(j) "Supplemental online education course" means an education course that is:

(I) Taught by a teacher who is licensed pursuant to article 60.5 of this title;

(I Delivered via a technologically enhanced format to one or more students at a
location that is remote from the delivery point; and

(IIT) Developed by a school district, charter school, or BOCES or obtained from a
provider to augment the education program provided by the school district, charter school, or
BOCES.
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(4) (a) The department, in consultation with the statewide association of BOCES, shall
designate a BOCES to lead, manage, and administer the statewide supplemental online and
blended learning program as provided in this section. In administering the program, the BOCES,
subject to available appropriations, shall select and contract with providers in accordance with
subsection (6) of this section to provide the resources described in paragraph (b) of subsection
(5) of this section. At least every five years, the department, in consultation with the statewide
association of BOCES, shall review the designation of the administering BOCES and may
continue the designation or select a different BOCES.

(b) The administering BOCES shall manage and administer the program to achieve, at a
minimum, the following goals:

(I) Expanding the availability of supplemental online education courses and blended
learning strategies;

(IT) Increasing significantly the number of students who enroll in high-quality, effective,
and affordable supplemental online education courses;

(I Working with school districts, charter schools, and BOCES to create, offer, and
sustain their own high-quality, effective, and affordable supplemental online education courses
and blended learning, as well as targeted professional development and mentoring support;

(IV) Assisting educators in local public education agencies to increase their competency
specifically in using digital learning strategies to lead and instruct in, and otherwise implement,
digital learning; and

(V) Documenting and sharing best practices in providing supplemental online education
courses and blended learning.

(5) (a) In leading the statewide supplemental online and blended learning program, the
administering BOCES, in partnership with the commissioner of education, the state board of
education, and one or more private, nonprofit entities, shall prepare a plan for integrating
supplemental online and blended learning into the educational programs provided by school
districts, charter schools, and BOCES. Each school district, charter school, and BOCES may
determine the extent to which it participates in the statewide plan.

(b) The administering BOCES shall ensure that, through the program, all school
districts, charter schools, and BOCES in the state have access to:

(I)  Supplemental online and blended learning resources, including, at a minimum,
supplemental online education courses available from contract providers or from a school
district, charter school, or BOCES and a library of digital course content;

(II) Professional development resources for teachers, including resources for certifying
teachers' ability to successfully integrate supplemental online and blended learning resources
into school-building-based educational programs; and

(IT) Consulting assistance for school districts, charter schools, and BOCES that choose
to use supplemental online and blended learning for students, including an inventory of
successful models for integrating supplemental online education courses and blended learning
into school-building-based educational programs.

(c) The administering BOCES shall actively market to school districts, charter schools,
and BOCES the availability of resources through the statewide supplemental online and blended
learning program.

(d) The administering BOCES may enter into an agreement with the statewide internet
portal authority created in article 37.7 of title 24, C.R.S., to provide the platform for accessing
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services and programs available through the statewide supplemental online and blended learning
program.

(6) (a) The administering BOCES shall establish a fair and transparent request for
proposal process to use when selecting providers to provide resources as described in paragraph
(b) of subsection (5) of this section through the statewide supplemental online and blended
learning program. The request for proposal process must include input from a review committee
as described in paragraph (b) of this subsection (6) that the administering BOCES convenes as
needed.

(b) The review committee consists of:

(D) A representative from the administering BOCES;

(I) A representative from the office in the department responsible for online and
blended learning;

(I The following members selected jointly by the administering BOCES and the
department:

(A) A national expert in online and blended learning;

(B) An administrator from a school that is designated an alternative education campus as
provided in section 22-7-604.5; and

(C) An administrator from a school that obtains online or blended services through the
program; and

(IV) Two educators as follows:

(A) One educator appointed by the governor, or his or her designee, who has experience
with supplemental online education or blended learning; and

(B) One educator selected by the department who is employed in a small rural school
district. The department is encouraged to select an educator who has experience with
supplemental online education or blended learning.

(c) The review committee shall review all proposals using established rubrics and shall
recommend one or more providers for approval to the administering BOCES. If the
administering BOCES chooses not to follow the recommendations of the review committee
concerning a provider, it shall provide the review committee with a written explanation of the
rationale for the decision.

(d) A provider that the administering BOCES contracts with pursuant to this subsection
(6) may subcontract with one or more for-profit or nonprofit entities, local public education
agencies, or private organizations in meeting the obligations of its contract with the
administering BOCES.

(7) Supplemental online education courses must be provided to a school district, charter
school, or BOCES at an affordable total program cost for high-quality, accredited courses with
local support.

(8) Each high school student in Colorado may take at least one supplemental online
course per year. Each supplemental online course contract provider shall report to the
administering BOCES information concerning the students who participate in the supplemental
online courses to enable the administering BOCES to track the students' academic performance
in the supplemental online courses. The administering BOCES shall annually collect data related
to completion and passage rates from the providers contracted to provide supplemental online
and blended learning and report that data to the department. The department shall collect the data
through existing student data collection systems and in compliance with all state and federal
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laws and regulations concerning the privacy of information, including but not limited to the
federal "Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974", 20 U.S.C. sec. 1232g, as
amended.

(9) The general assembly shall annually appropriate to the department for allocation to
the administering BOCES an amount sufficient to administer the statewide supplemental online
and blended learning program and fund the contracts entered into with providers pursuant to this
section. The administering BOCES may expend up to ten percent of the amount annually
appropriated to offset its costs incurred in leading, managing, and administering the program.

(10) (a) On or before March 15, 2017, and on or before March 15 each year thereafter,
the administering BOCES shall submit to the education committees of the house of
representatives and the senate, or any successor committees, the joint budget committee of the
general assembly, the state board of education, and the department a report concerning
implementation and use of the statewide supplemental online and blended learning program for
the preceding school year.

(b) This subsection (10) is exempt from the provisions of section 24-1-136 (11), C.R.S.,
and the annual reporting requirements of this subsection (10) are effective until changed by the
general assembly acting by bill.

(11) (a) Beginning in the summer of 2021 and continuing throughout the 2021-22 school
year, in addition to administering the statewide supplemental online and blended learning
program in accordance with subsection (5) of this section, the administering BOCES shall
prioritize entering into partnerships with local public education agencies for delivery of
supplemental online learning recovery courses for students enrolled in kindergarten through
twelfth grade. The administering BOCES and local public education agencies shall, to the extent
practicable, partner with nonprofit entities and community-based organizations to expand the
availability of, and students' access to, supplemental online learning recovery courses. Local
public education agencies are encouraged to identify the students who are most in need of
learning recovery courses as a result of the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and to prioritize
these students to receive supplemental online programming to support learning recovery.

(b) The administering BOCES shall communicate to all local public education agencies,
and the local public education agencies shall communicate to the parents of students enrolled by
the local public education agencies, the availability of supplemental online education courses
through the administering BOCES, including the availability of learning recovery courses, the
types of courses that are available for learning recovery and other purposes, the manner in which
students may enroll in these courses through the local public education agency, and the benefits
to students who successfully complete the courses. At a minimum, the local public education
agency shall provide the information through the digital means normally used for
communicating with parents and shall ensure, to the extent practicable, that the information is
available in languages that students' parents understand.

Source: L. 2007: Entire section added, p. 1093, § 1, effective May 23. L. 2010: (6)
repealed, (HB 10-1037), ch. 43, p. 169, § 2, effective March 29. L. 2012: IP(3) amended, (HB
12-1345), ch. 188, p. 716, § 4, effective May 19. L. 2013: (1)(a)(I)(A), (1)(a)(II), (1)(a)II), (3),
(4), IP(5), (5)(), and (5)(1) amended and (1)(a.5), (3.3), and (3.5) added, (SB 13-139), ch. 128, p.
427, § 1, effective August 7. L. 2016: Entire section amended, (HB 16-1222), ch. 334, p. 1356, §
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1, effective June 10. L. 2017: (8) amended, (SB 17-294), ch. 264, p. 1394, § 43, effective May
25. L. 2021: (11) added, (SB 21-013), ch. 132, p. 535, § 2, effective May 13.

22-5-120. School food authority operations - contracts for provision of food and
beverages. (1) Each board of cooperative services is authorized to maintain, equip, and operate
a food-service facility as a school food authority, as defined in section 22-32-120 (8).

(2) Each board of cooperative services that elects to operate as a school food authority is
encouraged to procure and distribute to schools of its constituent school districts food and
beverages that:

(a) Satisfy nutritional standards established by the United States department of
agriculture; and

(b) Have been locally grown or produced.

(3) Each board of cooperative services that elects to operate as a school food authority
may seek, accept, and expend gifts, grants, and donations to facilitate its operations as a school
food authority; except that a board of cooperative services shall not accept a gift, grant, or
donation if it is subject to conditions that are inconsistent with this article or any other law of the
state.

Source: L. 2010: Entire section added, (HB 10-1335), ch. 326, p. 1507, § 1, effective
August 11.

22-5-121. BOCES healthy food grant program - application process - fund - rules -
repeal. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2010: Entire section added, (HB 10-1335), ch. 326, p. 1508, § 1, effective
August 11.

Editor's note: Subsection (8) provided for the repeal of this section, effective July 1,
2015. (See L. 2010, p. 1508.)

22-5-122. Assistance for implementing and meeting state educational priorities -
financing. (1) (a) For the 2012-13 fiscal year and each fiscal year thereafter, a BOCES may
receive state moneys in addition to any other moneys received pursuant to this article by
submitting a plan to the state board, in a form and manner specified by rule of the state board,
that details how the BOCES will use the additional moneys to assist its participating school
districts in implementing and meeting the state's educational priorities as determined by the
commissioner of education pursuant to subsection (2) of this section. The state board may
specify additional information that a BOCES is required to include in a plan submitted pursuant
to this paragraph (a).

(b) For the 2012-13 fiscal year, a BOCES that seeks additional moneys shall submit a
plan pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection (1) to the state board on or before August 1,
2012. For the 2013-14 fiscal year and each fiscal year thereafter, a BOCES that seeks additional
moneys shall submit a plan pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection (1) to the state board on
or before May 1 of the preceding fiscal year.

Colorado Revised Statutes 2025 Page 203 of 1467 Uncertified Printout



(c) For the 2013-14 fiscal year, and each fiscal year thereafter, if a BOCES that submits
a plan to the state board pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection (1) also submitted a plan in
the previous fiscal year, the BOCES shall include a report detailing the results of the previous
year's plan in its new plan submission.

(2) On or before June 1, 2012, on or before March 1, 2015, and on or before March 1
every third year thereafter, the commissioner of education, in consultation with a statewide
association in the state that represents one or more BOCES in the state and a council created by
the commissioner of education that advises the commissioner and the department of education
regarding the needs and concerns of rural school districts in the state, shall determine the state's
educational priorities for the purposes of this section. The priorities may include, but need not be
limited to, educator effectiveness, school district accreditation and accountability, and standards
and assessments for preschool through elementary and secondary education.

(3) A BOCES may develop a memorandum of understanding with a school district that
is contiguous to the area of the BOCES, but that is not a member of the BOCES, to enable the
district to participate with the BOCES in the plan submitted pursuant to subsection (1) of this
section. In addition, two or more adjoining BOCES may collaborate regarding the
implementation of a plan submitted pursuant to this section.

(4) (a) The department of education shall establish a method to allow the member school
districts of a BOCES that chooses not to submit a plan pursuant to paragraph (a) of subsection
(1) of this section to submit a plan as a consortium of districts or as a newly formed BOCES to
the state board and to receive moneys to assist the districts in implementing and meeting the
state educational priorities as determined pursuant to subsection (2) of this section.

(b) A member district of a BOCES that has submitted a plan pursuant to subsection (1)
of this section may choose not to participate in the BOCES plan to assist the member districts in
implementing and meeting the state's educational priorities. If a member district chooses not to
participate, the BOCES shall work with the other member districts in the BOCES to implement
the plan.

(5) (a) The general assembly may appropriate moneys to the department of education for
the purposes of this section. Of the amount appropriated, the department may retain up to one
hundred twenty thousand dollars annually for the purpose of funding a departmental liaison for
rural school districts and up to fifty thousand dollars annually for the purpose of funding the
department's ongoing support of a council created by the commissioner of education that advises
the commissioner and the department regarding the needs and concerns of rural school districts.
The department shall distribute the remaining amount as specified in paragraph (b) of this
subsection (5).

(b) The department of education shall distribute the remaining amount appropriated by
the general assembly for the purposes of this section, after subtracting the amounts specified in
paragraph (a) of this subsection (5), as follows:

(I) Equally distribute forty-five percent to the BOCES that submit plans pursuant to
subsection (1) of this section;

(IT) Distribute forty-five percent based on the total number of member school districts of
the participating BOCES and nonmember school districts that participate with the BOCES as
detailed in a memorandum of understanding entered into pursuant to subsection (3) of this
section; and
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(II) Distribute ten percent based on the total number of students enrolled in the member
school districts of the participating BOCES and enrolled in the nonmember school districts that
participate with the BOCES as detailed in a memorandum of understanding entered into pursuant
to subsection (3) of this section.

(c) Any state moneys appropriated by the general assembly for the purposes of this
section shall not be used to supplant the level of state moneys appropriated to support and for use
by BOCES during the 2011-12 fiscal year.

(6) The state board shall promulgate rules pursuant to the "State Administrative
Procedure Act", article 4 of title 24, C.R.S., for the administration of this section.

(7) The general assembly finds and declares that, for purposes of section 17 of article IX
of the state constitution, a program to assist school districts in implementing and meeting the
state's educational priorities is a program for accountable education reform and may therefore
receive funding from the state education fund created in section 17 (4) of article IX of the state
constitution.

Source: L. 2012: Entire section added, (HB 12-1345), ch. 188, p. 717, § 5, effective May
19.

22-5-123. BOCES - HVAC infrastructure improvements. On and after August 6,
2025, if a BOCES undertakes HVAC infrastructure improvements using money from the
"Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act" cash fund created in section 24-75-232 (3), the BOCES
shall comply with the requirements described in section 22-32-153 in implementing the HVAC
infrastructure improvements.

Source: L. 2025: Entire section added, (HB 25-1245), ch. 400, p. 2270, § 3, effective
August 6.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 25-1245, see section 1 of chapter
400, Session Laws of Colorado 2025.

ARTICLE 5.5
Regional Service Areas Act

22-5.5-101. Short title. This article shall be known and may be cited as the "Regional
Service Areas Act".

Source: L. 2008: Entire article added, p. 1693, § 1, effective June 2.

22-5.5-102. Legislative declaration. (1) The general assembly hereby finds and
declares that:

(a) Colorado should align its education system to maximize the state's limited resources
in improving student achievement and closing the learning gap;

(b) One of the most effective ways to align the state's education system and maximize
resources is to expand the department of education's eight existing regional service areas to
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twelve regional service areas, and to include in the expansion process representation from
community and local district colleges, technical colleges, state institutions of higher education,
early childhood councils, and business and industry;

(c) Colorado experimented with successful results with regional consortiums for
professional development during 2000 and 2001 as a means to deliver professional development
programs across school district lines in an efficient and effective manner;

(d) Regions can serve as an efficient and effective link between the state, the department
of education, boards of cooperative services, administrative units, school districts, state
institutions of higher education, and business and industry to leverage and implement scarce
resources for education reform initiatives at state, regional, and local levels;

(e) A regional service area system would extend and expand service delivery in many
areas, including but not limited to data centers, financial services, cooperative purchases,
technological support, capital construction planning assistance, dropout prevention, early
childhood and preschool programs, postsecondary partnerships and student transitions into
postsecondary schools, professional development, curriculum and instructional expertise and
support, and shared administration and services among school districts;

(f) Funding for regional service areas should be consistent and sustainable over time;

(g) School districts, boards of cooperative services, administrative units, community
colleges, local district colleges, technical colleges, postsecondary institutions, early childhood
councils, and representatives from business and industry located within the same geographic area
should work collaboratively to develop a regional plan that meets the needs of participants in
order to increase the effectiveness of a regional system.

(2) The general assembly therefore declares that it is in the best interest of the state of
Colorado and its citizens to assist in providing a thorough and uniform educational system by
creating a system of regional service areas that utilizes existing relationships to provide
programs and services beyond the boundaries of the current twenty-one boards of cooperative
services, fifty-seven administrative units, and one hundred seventy-eight school districts.

(3) The general assembly further finds and declares that, for purposes of section 17 of
article IX of the state constitution, the establishment of twelve regional service areas which will
effectively align the state's education system and maximize resources is a critical element of
accountable education reform, accountable programs to meet state academic standards,
expanding technology education, improving student safety, expanding the availability of
preschool and kindergarten programs, and accountability reporting and, therefore, may receive
funding from the state education fund created in section 17 (4) of article IX of the state
constitution.

Source: L. 2008: Entire article added, p. 1693, § 1, effective June 2.

22-5.5-103. Definitions. As used in this article 5.5, unless the context otherwise
requires:

(1) "Administrative unit" means a school district, a board of cooperative services, a
charter school network, a charter school collaborative, or the state charter school institute, that is
providing educational services to exceptional children.

(2) "Board" means the board of education of a school district.
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(3) "Board of cooperative services" means a regional educational service unit created
pursuant to article 5 of this title.

(4) "Department" means the department of education created and existing pursuant to
section 24-1-115, C.R.S.

(5) "Postsecondary institution" means a community or technical college, a local district
college, or a state-supported institution of higher education.

(5.5) "Pupil enrollment count day" has the same meaning as set forth in section 22-54-
103 (10.5).

(6) "Regional service area" means one of twelve regional service areas created pursuant
to section 22-5.5-104.

(7) "Regional service council" means the governing body of a regional service area plan,
which governing body is established pursuant to section 22-5.5-105.

(8) "School district" means a school district existing pursuant to law.

(9) "State board" means the state board of education created and existing pursuant to
section 1 of article IX of the state constitution.

Source: L. 2008: Entire article added, p. 1695, § 1, effective June 2. L. 2012: (5.5)
added, (HB 12-1090), ch. 44, p. 150, § 4, effective March 22. L. 2022: IP and (1) amended, (HB
22-1294), ch. 242, p. 1795, § 13, effective August 10.

22-5.5-104. Regional service areas - creation - rules. (1) On or before December 1,
2008, the state board, in consultation with the department, school districts, and boards of
cooperative services, shall divide the state into twelve regional service areas throughout the state.
Each regional service area shall consist of at least two school districts and one or more boards of
cooperative services.

(2) The state board and the department shall consult with the department of higher
education and the governor's office to establish the state's education initiatives, including
priorities for preschool through postsecondary education.

(3) On or before December 1, 2008, the state board shall promulgate rules for the
development, expansion, implementation, and management of the regional service areas created
pursuant to this article.

Source: L. 2008: Entire article added, p. 1695, § 1, effective June 2.

22-5.5-105. Regional service areas - establishment - plan - governance. (1) (a)
Following the creation of the twelve regional service areas by the state board pursuant to section
22-5.5-104, but on or before June 30, 2009, individuals in a regional service area may organize a
regional service area. Participants in a regional service area may include, but need not be limited
to, representatives from school districts, boards of cooperative services, administrative units,
early childhood councils, postsecondary institutions, business and industry, other education
agencies in the regional service area, teachers, and parents. A regional service area plan shall be
governed by no more than one regional service council.

(b) Participation by school districts or boards of cooperative services in a regional
service area is voluntary.

Colorado Revised Statutes 2025 Page 207 of 1467 Uncertified Printout



(2) (a) Each plan for a regional service area shall be administered by a locally appointed
regional service council, representing the following entities within the regional service area and
composed of a minimum of five members; except that a regional service council initially formed
or reorganized on or after August 5, 2009, shall be composed of a minimum of six members as
follows:

(I) Each participating board of cooperative services shall appoint at least one council
member. A board of cooperative services that has more than five member districts shall appoint
an additional council member. The terms shall run coterminously with the council member's
term on his or her board.

(ID Each board of cooperative services superintendent advisory council within a regional
service area shall appoint two superintendents or their designees to serve on the regional service
council. A superintendent advisory council that has more than five members shall appoint an
additional superintendent or his or her designee to the regional service council. The
superintendents or their designees shall each represent a participating school district.

(I Each school district that chooses to participate in the regional service area and that
is not a member of a board of cooperative services within the regional service area shall appoint
one board member, superintendent, or designee to the regional service council. The terms shall
run coterminously with the council member's term on his or her board, if applicable.

(IV) The regional service council, within ninety days after its initial formation and each
time the regional service council reorganizes thereafter, shall appoint one council member
representing business and industry, one council member representing each existing early
childhood council from within the regional service area, and, for a regional service council
initially formed or reorganized on or after August 5, 2009, one council member who is a parent
of a student enrolled in a public preschool, elementary, secondary, or postsecondary institution
located within the regional service area.

(V) Each four-year institution of higher education, each community college, and each
technical college within the regional service area may appoint a trustee or advisory council
member, or the president of the institution or his or her designee, to serve on the regional service
council.

(VI) The department of education regional manager for the regional service area and the
executive director for any board of cooperative services in the regional service area shall serve as
ex-officio, nonvoting members of the regional service council.

(b) The regional service council shall have the authority to set terms of office, organize,
have meetings, and accept moneys and shall be accountable for funding and programs.

(3) To receive funding pursuant to section 22-5.5-106 (2) and (3), the regional service
council on behalf of each regional service area shall submit a plan to the state board for approval
on or before June 30, 2009. The plan shall address the needs of large and small school districts
within the regional service area and focus on increasing effectiveness and efficiencies in
providing education and services throughout the region. The plan shall include, at a minimum:

(a) A list of representatives from various educational agencies and business and industry
in the regional service area;

(b) A description of how the regional service area intends to use and develop state,
regional, and local expertise;

(c) An outline of available funding sources, including local and regional contributions,
federal moneys, and any available state resources;
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(d) A description of how the agencies within the regional service area will coordinate
and collaborate to enhance effectiveness and efficiencies among and between regional service
areas;

(e) A strategy to address the needs of participating school districts within the regional
service area;

(f) A budget outlining projected expenditures by the regional service area; and

(g) Accountability criteria associated with the plan, including but not limited to:

(D) Evaluation of alignment with established state priorities;

(IT) Rationale for selection of priorities based upon regional needs assessment data;

(IT) Goals that are specific, measurable, achievable, and realistic, all within an
established time frame;

(IV) Specific outcomes demonstrated with effectiveness and efficiencies;

(V) An evaluation process and criteria; and

(VI) Budget alignment with priorities and activities.

(4) (a) Each regional service council shall submit a plan developed pursuant to
subsection (3) of this section to the state board for approval as a prerequisite to the receipt of
state moneys pursuant to this article.

(b) On or before August 1, 2009, the state board shall notify each regional service
council that submitted a plan for a regional service area of its approval or rejection.

Source: L. 2008: Entire article added, p. 1695, § 1, effective June 2. L. 2009: IP(2)(a)
and (2)(a)(IV) amended, (SB 09-090), ch. 291, p. 1439, § 4, effective August 5.

22-5.5-106. Funding. (1) On or before June 30, 2009, a regional service council may
apply to the state board on behalf of a regional service area for a one-time grant of up to ten
thousand dollars for direct reimbursement of expenses related to the development of the plan for
the regional service area. The state board shall provide an applying regional service council with
the one-time grant for reimbursement of expenses related to the development of the plan no later
than thirty days following the submission of the grant application.

(2) If the plan for a regional service area is approved by the state board pursuant to
section 22-5.5-105, on or after July 1, 2009, and annually thereafter, the state board shall award
to the regional service area a grant of up to fifty thousand dollars, subject to available
appropriations by the general assembly. If available moneys are insufficient to award each
eligible regional service area a full fifty-thousand-dollar grant, the state board shall reduce
proportionately all grant awards for eligible regional service areas for that year. A regional
service council may choose not to accept funding on behalf of the regional service area if the
prorated amount is insufficient to allow the regional service area to function effectively.

(3) In addition to the grants described in subsections (1) and (2) of this section, on or
after July 1, 2009, and annually thereafter, the department shall, subject to available
appropriations, allocate to each eligible regional service area an amount equal to up to fifty cents
per pupil based on the pupil enrollment for each school district in the regional service area as of
the pupil enrollment count day of the previous year.

(4) Funding for a regional service area after the first grant pursuant to this section is
contingent upon the successful implementation of the regional service area's plan, as evaluated
by the state board and the department. The state board shall annually notify each regional service
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council on or before September 1 regarding whether the regional service area will receive
moneys pursuant to subsections (2) and (3) of this section in the coming year and the amounts.

(5) A regional service council may use a maximum of ten percent of the amount
annually received by the regional service area for grant management and fiscal oversight. For
regions with a total pupil enrollment of less than fifteen thousand students, the regional service
council may use up to twenty percent of the amount annually received by the regional service
area for grant management and fiscal oversight.

(6) Each regional service council that receives funding on behalf of a regional service
area pursuant to subsections (2) and (3) of this section shall submit to the department a revised
annual budget on or before March 1, 2010, and on or before March 1 each year thereafter. If a
regional service council expects to exceed by more than ten percent the projected expenditures
specified in the budget included in the original plan submitted to the state board pursuant to
section 22-5.5-105, the regional service council shall seek prior approval for the expenditure
from the department.

(6.5) Each regional service council is authorized to seek and accept gifts, grants, or
donations from private or public sources for the purposes of this article; except that a gift, grant,
or donation shall not be accepted if the conditions attached to the gift, grant, or donation require
its expenditure in a manner contrary to law. Any gifts, grants, or donations received by a
regional service council shall be submitted directly to the board of cooperative services that is
acting as the regional service council's fiscal agent pursuant to subsection (7) of this section.

(7) Each regional service council shall select one board of cooperative services in the
regional service area to act as its fiscal agent to receive the moneys from the state treasurer or
any gifts, grants, or donations accepted pursuant to subsection (6.5) of this section.

Source: L. 2008: Entire article added, p. 1698, § 1, effective June 2. L. 2010: (4)
amended, (HB 10-1013), ch. 399, p. 1908, § 22, effective June 10. L. 2012: (3) amended, (HB
12-1090), ch. 44, p. 150, § 5, effective March 22.

22-5.5-107. Regional service areas - programs and services. (1) A regional service
area may provide any of the following services and programs, including but not limited to:

(a) Data and assessment centers;

(b) Shared financial services among school districts and boards of cooperative services;

(c) Cooperative purchases;

(d) Technology infrastructure and support;

(e) Distance, online learning, and other alternative learning opportunities for students;

(f) Precollegiate programs, counseling, and dropout prevention;

(g) Capital construction planning assistance;

(h) Curriculum and instructional expertise and support;

(1) Professional development for teachers and administrators;

(j) Regional and state initiatives;

(k) Shared administration and support services for school districts;

(1) Early childhood and preschool programs; and

(m) Postsecondary partnerships and services to support student transitions into
postsecondary schools.
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Source: L. 2008: Entire article added, p. 1699, § 1, effective June 2.

22-5.5-108. Reporting requirements. On or before July 1 of the year following the
approval of a regional service area's plan pursuant to section 22-5.5-105, and on or before
January 1 each year thereafter, the regional service council shall submit a written report on
behalf of the regional service area to the state board and the department summarizing its
activities for the calendar year, especially those activities related to the measurable goals and
objectives outlined in the plan, a summary of any efficiencies or improved effectiveness
achieved at the district or regional level by the regional service area, and any proposed
amendments to the plan originally submitted to the state board pursuant to this article.

Source: L. 2008: Entire article added, p. 1700, § 1, effective June 2.
ARTICLE 6
Comprehensive Educational Planning

22-6-101 to 22-6-113. (Repealed)

Source: L. 84: Entire article repealed, p. 584, § 1, effective March 19.

Editor's note: This article was numbered as article 43 of chapter 123 in C.R.S. 1963. For
amendments to this article prior to its repeal in 1984, consult the Colorado statutory research
explanatory note and the table itemizing the replacement volumes and supplements to the
original volume of C.R.S. 1973 beginning on page vii in the front of this volume.

ARTICLE 7
Educational Accountability

Editor's note: This article was numbered as article 41 of chapter 123 in C.R.S. 1963.
This article was amended with relocations in 1997, resulting in the addition, relocation, and
elimination of sections as well as subject matter. For amendments to this article prior to 1997,
consult the Colorado statutory research explanatory note and the table itemizing the replacement
volumes and supplements to the original volume of C.R.S. 1973 beginning on page vii in the
front of this volume. Former C.R.S. section numbers are shown in editor's notes following those
sections that were relocated.

PART 1
LOCAL ACCOUNTABILITY PROGRAMS

22-7-101 to 22-7-107. (Repealed)
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Source: L. 2009: Entire part repealed, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1525, § 5, effective May
21.

Editor's note: This article was amended with relocations in 1997, and this part 1 was
subsequently repealed in 2009. For amendments to this part 1 prior to its repeal in 2009, consult
the Colorado statutory research explanatory note beginning on page vii in the front of this
volume and the editor's note following the article heading.

PART 2
EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT
22-7-201 to 22-7-207. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2009: Entire part repealed, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1525, § 5, effective May
21.

Editor's note: This article was amended with relocations in 1997, and this part 2 was
subsequently repealed in 2009. For amendments to this part 2 prior to its repeal in 2009, consult
the Colorado statutory research explanatory note beginning on page vii in the front of this
volume and the editor's note following the article heading.

PART 3

COLORADO STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL
FOR PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN EDUCATION

Editor's note: This article was amended with relocations in 1997, and this part 3 was
repealed in 1997 and subsequently recreated and reenacted in 2009, resulting in the addition,
relocation, and elimination of sections as well as subject matter. For additional historical
information concerning this article, see the editor's note following the article heading.

22-7-301. Legislative declaration. (1) The general assembly hereby finds that:

(a) Although education reform efforts are ongoing at both the state and local levels,
Colorado continues to experience an unacceptably high dropout rate, inequalities in the academic
achievement levels of students from different racial and socioeconomic groups, and low rates of
enrollment and persistence in postsecondary education;

(b) To accomplish the goals of reducing the dropout rate, reducing the gaps in academic
achievement and growth among student groups, and increasing the number of students who
continue into higher education following high school graduation or completion, the state must
look to additional strategies for improving public education;

(c) Studies show that, when parents are involved as partners with their children's
schools, students achieve higher levels of academic performance, students demonstrate better
attendance and homework completion, and students are less likely to drop out of school;
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(d) Students from diverse cultural backgrounds tend to perform better academically
when their parents and the professionals at their schools collaborate to bridge the gap between
the culture at home and that at the school; and

() Secondary students whose parents are involved with their schools make better
transitions into postsecondary education, maintain the quality of their academic work, and are
more like to develop realistic plans for their futures.

(2) The general assembly therefore finds that it is in the best interests of the state to
create a state advisory council for parent involvement in education that will review best practices
and recommend to policy makers and educators strategies to increase parent involvement in
public education, thereby helping to improve the quality of public education and raise the level
of students' academic achievement throughout the state.

Source: L. 2009: Entire part RC&RE, (SB 09-090), ch. 291, p. 1426, § 1, effective
August 5.

22-7-302. Definitions. As used in this part 3, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1) "Charter school" means a charter school authorized by a school district pursuant to
part 1 of article 30.5 of this title or a charter school authorized by the state charter school
institute pursuant to part 5 of article 30.5 of this title.

(2) "Close the achievement and growth gap" means to lessen the variance in academic
achievement and growth among student groups, as reflected in state assessment scores, in the
scores achieved on the curriculum-based, achievement college entrance exam, and in
calculations of students' longitudinal academic growth, by improving the academic achievement
and growth of students in those groups that are underperforming.

(3) "Council" means the Colorado state advisory council for parent involvement in
education created in section 22-7-303.

(4) "Department" means the department of education created and existing pursuant to
section 24-1-115, C.R.S.

(5) "National standards for family-school partnerships" means the following research-
based standards for family-school partnerships recognized nationally by parent teacher
associations:

(a) Families are active participants in the life of the school and feel welcomed, valued,
and connected to each other, to school staff, and to what students are learning and doing in the
classroom,;

(b) Families and school staff engage in regular, meaningful communication about
student learning;

(c) Families and school staff continuously collaborate to support students' learning and
healthy development both at home and at school and have regular opportunities to strengthen
their knowledge and skills to provide said support effectively;

(d) Families are empowered to be advocates for their own and other children to ensure
that students are treated fairly and have access to learning opportunities that will support their
success;

(e) Families and school staff are equal partners in decisions that affect children and
families and together inform, influence, and create policies, practices, and programs; and
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(f) Families and school staff collaborate with community members to connect students,
families, and staff to expanded learning opportunities, community services, and civic
participation.

(6) "Parent" means a child's biological parent, adoptive parent, or legal guardian or
another adult person recognized by the child's school as the child's primary caregiver.

(7) "Parent education program" means a program to teach parents strategies and skills
for working with their children and the staff of the schools and institutions of higher education in
which their children are enrolled.

(8) "Parent involvement grant program" means the parent involvement in education
grant program created in section 22-7-305.

(9) "School-based parent information resource center" means a center that provides to
parents information on education opportunities for their children, training for parents and
families on education issues, and other support services that may be available to parents, such as
mental health services, social services, and housing referrals.

(10) "State board" means the state board of education created and existing pursuant to
section 1 of article IX of the state constitution.

(11) "Student populations that are significantly represented in the state" means student
populations that each constitute at least ten percent of the total population of students in the state,
which student populations may include, but need not be limited to, the student populations
described in section 22-11-301 (3).

Source: L. 2009: Entire part RC&RE, (SB 09-090), ch. 291, p. 1427, § 1, effective
August 5. L. 2012: (11) added, (SB 12-160), ch. 204, p. 813, § 2, effective May 24. L. 2015: (2)
amended, (HB 15-1323), ch. 204, p. 733, § 55, effective May 20.

22-7-303. Colorado state advisory council for parent involvement in education -
created - membership. (1) There is created in the department of education the Colorado state
advisory council for parent involvement in education. The council consists of members
appointed as provided in this section and has the powers and duties specified in this part 3. The
council is a type 2 entity, as defined in section 24-1-105, and exercises its powers and performs
its duties and functions under the department, the commissioner of education, and the state board
of education.

(2) The council shall consist of the following members:

(a) The following members appointed by the state board:

(I) One person from each congressional district who is a parent of a child enrolled in a
publicly funded preschool program, in any of grades kindergarten through twelve, or in a state-
supported institution of higher education. Four of the members appointed pursuant to this
subsection (2)(a)(I) must be members of a school accountability committee or a school district
accountability committee. In making the appointments pursuant to this subsection (2)(a)(I), the
state board shall consider the student populations that are significantly represented in the state.

(IT) A representative from each of two state-based nonprofit organizations that specialize
in promoting the involvement of parents of traditionally underserved populations;

(IT) A representative from a nonprofit organization that specializes in promoting the
involvement of parents of students with disabilities;
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(IV) A representative from a nonprofit organization that partners with funding providers,
state agencies, and service providers to assist organizations in providing services to improve the
health and well-being of families and children;

(V) A representative of a statewide organization of parents and teachers;

(VI) Repealed.

(VII) A representative of a statewide organization that represents school executives;

(VIII) A representative of a statewide organization that represents members of school
district boards of education;

(IX) A representative of a statewide organization that represents teachers;

(X) A representative of a statewide organization that represents charter schools;

(XI) A representative of a statewide organization that represents career and college
guidance counselors; and

(XII) Repealed.

(XIII) A person with expertise in early childhood care and education;

(b) One or more representatives from the department of education, appointed by the
commissioner of education, with expertise in the following areas:

(I) Strategies to close the achievement and growth gap;

(ID The program for the education of migrant children described in article 23 of this
title;

(IIT) The English language proficiency program described in article 24 of this title;

(IV) Federal title I programs;

(V) The education of exceptional children, as defined in section 22-20-103 (12); and

(VI) The family literacy education grant program created in section 22-2-124;

(c) Two persons appointed by the executive director of the department of higher
education;

(d) A representative of the department of human services appointed by the executive
director of the department of human services; and

(e) A representative of the department of early childhood appointed by the executive
director of the department of early childhood.

(3) (a) A person may not be appointed to fill more than one of the member positions
required in subsection (2) of this section in a single term. Each appointing authority shall make
its initial appointments on or before October 1, 2009. Each member of the council shall serve at
the pleasure of the member's appointing authority. The appropriate appointing authority shall fill
any vacancies arising during a member's term on the council.

(b) The state board, in appointing members to the council, shall, to the extent
practicable, select persons who will reflect the gender balance and ethnic and racial diversity of
the state and will provide representation from throughout the state.

(4) The council members appointed pursuant to paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of this
section shall serve three-year terms; except that, of the persons initially appointed, the state
board shall select four who shall serve initial terms of one year and four who shall serve initial
terms of two years.

(5) The state board shall call the first meeting of the council to be held no later than
November 15, 2009. At its first meeting, and annually thereafter, the council shall select from
among its members a person to serve as chair of the council. The council shall meet upon call of
the chair as often as necessary to accomplish its duties as specified in this part 3.
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(6) The council members shall serve without compensation but may receive
reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses incurred in performing their duties pursuant to
this part 3, including but not limited to expenses incurred in providing a regional training
program pursuant to section 22-7-304 (3).

Source: L. 2009: Entire part RC&RE, (SB 09-090), ch. 291, p. 1428, § 1, effective
August 5. L. 2011: (2)(c)(I) amended, (SB 11-245), ch. 201, p. 848, § 6, effective August 10. L.
2012: (2)(a)(D), (2)(a)(ID), (2)(a)(IID), (2)(a)(IV), (2)(a)(XI), and (2)(c) amended and (2)(a)(VI)
and (2)(a)(XII) repealed, (SB 12-160), ch. 204, p. 812, § 1, effective May 24. L. 2013: (6)
amended, (SB 13-193), ch. 355, p. 2074, § 6, effective May 28. L. 2019: (2)(a)(I) amended, (SB
19-161), ch. 217, p. 2239, § 1, effective May 20. L. 2022: (1) amended, (SB 22-162), ch. 469, p.
3359, § 23, effective August 10. L. 2024: (2)(c) and (2)(d) amended and (2)(e) added, (HB 24-
1255), ch. 392, p. 2705, § 2, effective August 7.

Cross references: (1) For the legislative declaration in the 2011 act amending
subsection (2)(c)(I), see section 1 of chapter 201, Session Laws of Colorado 2011.

(2) For the short title (the "Debbie Haskins 'Administration Organization Act of 1968'
Modernization Act") in SB 22-162, see section 1 of chapter 469, Session Laws of Colorado
2022.

22-7-304. Council - advisory duties - technical assistance - report. (1) The council
shall inform, at a minimum, the early childhood councils, public schools, school districts, the
state charter school institute, the department, the state board, the department of higher education,
the Colorado commission on higher education, and the governing boards for the state institutions
of higher education concerning best practices and strategies, aligned with the national standards
for family-school partnerships, for increasing parent involvement in public education and
promoting family and school partnerships, including but not limited to best practices and
strategies in the following areas:

(a) Creating and implementing programs to effectively involve parents in improving
their children's education and levels of academic achievement. To identify these best practices
and strategies, the council shall review the programs implemented in other states and the results
of state and national research conducted in this area.

(b) Involving parents in programs to raise academic achievement, increase high school
graduation rates, decrease student dropout rates, and close the achievement and growth gap;

(c) Involving parents in a multi-tiered system of supports in public schools and school
districts;

(d) Involving parents in programs to raise academic achievement, improve the
persistence rate, and improve the on-time graduation rate of students enrolled in institutions of
higher education;

(e) Increasing parent involvement in education-related committees at the local and state
levels;

(f) Designing and implementing parent education programs and centers and parent
leadership training programs;

(g) Creating and implementing family-to-school liaison positions;
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(h) Advising educator preparation programs about best practices for including research-
based family engagement strategies in coursework and program requirements; and

(1) Providing feedback to state agencies and other organizations about publicly available
tools and resources that assist families with navigating the education system.

(2) The council shall recommend to the state board and to the Colorado commission on
higher education plans for statewide parent involvement initiatives, which may include, but need
not be limited to:

(a) Requiring each school district and the state charter school institute, as part of the
accreditation process, to increase the level of parent involvement in education; and

(b) Initiatives to increase admissions to institutions of higher education and the degree-
completion rate and to reduce the need for remediation.

(3) (a) The council shall provide training and other resources designed to help the school
district accountability committees and school accountability committees increase the level of
parent engagement with the public schools and with school districts, including increasing the
number of parents serving on school district accountability committees and school accountability
committees.

(b) The council shall work with the department to provide regional training programs for
school district accountability committees and school accountability committees. At a minimum,
the training programs must address parent leadership and increasing parent engagement with
school district accountability committees and school accountability committees, including best
practices for parent engagement with school district accountability committees and school
accountability committees.

(c) The council shall work with the department to provide regional training programs for
school districts and charter schools concerning best practices and skills for district and school
personnel in working with parents.

(4) The council, in consultation with the department of education and the department of
higher education, shall identify key indicators of successful parent engagement in education and
use the indicators to develop recommendations for methods by which the department of
education and the department of higher education may measure and monitor the level of parent
engagement with elementary and secondary public schools and with institutions of higher
education in Colorado.

(5) On or before December 31, 2013, and on or before December 31 each year
thereafter, the council shall report to the state board, the Colorado commission on higher
education, and the education committees of the senate and the house of representatives, or any
successor committees, the council's progress in promoting parent engagement in the state and in
fulfilling the duties specified in this section.

Source: L. 2009: Entire part RC&RE, (SB 09-090), ch. 291, p. 1431, § 1, effective
August 5. L. 2013: (3), (4), and (5) added, (SB 13-193), ch. 355, p. 2074, § 7, effective May 28.
L. 2018: IP(1) amended, (SB 18-099), ch. 90, p. 727, § 9, effective August 8; IP(1) amended,
(HB 18-1141), ch. 59, p. 601, § 3, effective August 8. L. 2024: (1)(c), (1)(g), and (1)(h)
amended and (1)(i) added, (HB 24-1255), ch. 392, p. 2706, § 3, effective August 7.

Editor's note: Amendments to subsection IP(1) by SB 18-099 and HB 18-1141 were
harmonized.
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Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 18-1141, see section 1 of chapter
59, Session Laws of Colorado 2018.

22-7-305. Parent involvement in education grant program - creation - rules - fund -
reports. (1) (a) There is hereby created in the department the parent involvement in education
grant program to provide moneys to assist public schools in creating and implementing programs
to support greater parent involvement in the schools. The council shall assist the department in
implementing the parent involvement grant program as provided in this section and shall provide
advice to recipient schools to assist them in creating and implementing programs to ensure that
the programs reflect the best practices identified by the council pursuant to section 22-7-304.

(b) The school district of a public school, or a board of cooperative services or regional
service council that operates a public school, that seeks a grant through the parent involvement
grant program shall apply on behalf of the public school; except that, if the public school is a
charter school, the public school may apply on its own behalf. To be eligible to receive a grant, a
public school shall meet one or more of the following criteria:

(I) A significant percentage, as defined by rule of the state board, of the students
enrolled in the public school for the three academic years immediately preceding application
were:

(A) Eligible for free or reduced-cost lunch pursuant to the provisions of the federal
"Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act", 42 U.S.C. sec. 1751 et seq.; or

(B) English language learners, as defined in section 22-24-103 (4);

(I) The dropout rate for the public school for each of the three academic years
immediately preceding application exceeded the state average dropout rate for each respective
year by a percentage established by rule of the state board;

(IMH  For each of the three academic years immediately preceding application, the
statewide assessment scores of students enrolled in the public school demonstrated that:

(A) A significant achievement or growth gap, as defined by rule of the state board,
existed among identified groups of students; or

(B) The school was an academically underperforming school, as defined by rule of the
state board.

(c) The programs that a recipient school may fund with grant moneys received through
the parent involvement grant program shall include, but need not be limited to, programs to
establish:

(I) Family-to-school liaison positions;

(IT) Parent leadership training opportunities;

(IIT) Centers to provide parent education programs; and

(IV) School-based parent information resource centers.

(2) The state board shall promulgate rules pursuant to the "State Administrative
Procedure Act", article 4 of title 24, C.R.S., as necessary for implementation of the parent
involvement grant program, including but not limited to:

(a) Rules as specified in paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of this section and subsection
(5) of this section;

(b) Rules establishing the time frames for submission and review of applications and
selection of recipient schools;

(c) Rules specifying the information to be included in grant applications; and
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(d) Rules identifying any criteria for selection of recipient schools in addition to the
criteria specified in paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of this section.

(3) The council shall review the grant applications received pursuant to this section and
shall recommend recipient schools and the grant amounts to the state board. Subject to available
appropriations, the state board shall annually award grants through the parent involvement grant
program, which grants shall be paid from the parent involvement grant program fund created in
subsection (4) of this section.

(4) (a) There is hereby created in the state treasury the parent involvement grant program
fund, referred to in this subsection (4) as the "fund", that shall consist of such moneys as may be
credited to the fund pursuant to paragraph (b) of this subsection (4). The moneys in the fund
shall be subject to annual appropriation by the general assembly for the direct and indirect costs
associated with the implementation of the parent involvement grant program. Any moneys in the
fund not expended for the purpose of this section may be invested by the state treasurer as
provided by law. All interest and income derived from the investment and deposit of moneys in
the fund shall be credited to the fund. Any unexpended and unencumbered moneys remaining in
the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not be credited or
transferred to the general fund or another fund; except that any unexpended and unencumbered
moneys remaining in the fund as of June 30, 2019, shall be transferred to the general fund.

(b) The council shall seek and may accept gifts, grants, and donations from private or
public sources for the purposes of the parent involvement grant program; except that the council
shall not accept a gift, grant, or donation if it is subject to conditions that are inconsistent with
this part 3 or any other law of the state. The council shall transmit all private and public moneys
received through gifts, grants, or donations to the state treasurer, who shall credit the same to the
fund.

(c) Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, the state board and the
department shall not implement the parent involvement grant program until such time as there is
at least twenty thousand dollars credited to the fund.

(d) In any fiscal year in which there is at least twenty thousand dollars credited to the
fund, the department may use up to one percent of the moneys credited to the fund to offset the
costs incurred in implementing the parent involvement grant program.

(5) (a) Beginning in the budget year following the first budget year in which the state
board awards grants pursuant to this section, each recipient school shall annually submit to the
council and the department, in accordance with timelines specified by rule of the state board, a
report summarizing the amount of moneys received in the preceding fiscal year from the parent
involvement grant program, the manner in which the moneys were used, and the results achieved
through the use of the moneys. The report shall include such additional information as may be
required by rule of the state board.

(b) On or before March 15 of the first year in which the council receives reports pursuant
to paragraph (a) of this subsection (5), and on or before March 15 each year thereafter, the
council shall summarize the reports received pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection (5) and
submit the summary, with any additional pertinent information, to the state board and the
education committees of the house of representatives and the senate, or any successor
committees.
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Source: L. 2009: Entire part RC&RE, (SB 09-090), ch. 291, p. 1432, § 1, effective
August 5. L. 2010: (1)(b)(I)(B) amended, (SB 10-062), ch. 168, p. 594, § 7, effective April 29;
(4)(d) amended, (HB 10-1422), ch. 419, p. 2075, § 37, effective August 11. L. 2014: (1)(b)(I)(B)
amended, (HB 14-1298), ch. 244, p. 934, § 14, effective May 21. L. 2015: (1)(b)(I)(B) amended,
(SB 15-264), ch. 259, p. 953, § 45, effective August 5.

22-7-306. Repeal of part. (1) This part 3 is repealed, effective September 1, 2030.
(2) Prior to said repeal, the council shall be reviewed as provided in section 2-3-1203.

Source: L. 2009: Entire part RC&RE, (SB 09-090), ch. 291, p. 1434, § 1, effective
August 5. L. 2019: Entire section amended, (SB 19-161), ch. 217, p. 2239, § 2, effective May
20. L. 2024: (1) amended, (HB 24-1255), ch. 392, p. 2706, § 4, effective August 7.

PART 4
EDUCATION REFORM
22-7-401 to 22-7-414. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2015: Entire part repealed, (HB 15-1323), ch. 204, p. 718, § 13, effective
May 20.

Editor's note: This part 4 was added in 1997. For amendments to this part 4 prior to its
repeal in 2015, consult the 2014 Colorado Revised Statutes and the Colorado statutory research
explanatory note beginning on page vii in the front of this volume.

PART 5
COLORADO BASIC LITERACY ACT
22-7-501 to 22-7-508. (Repealed)

Editor's note: (1) This article was amended with relocations in 1997, resulting in the
creation of this part 5. For amendments to this part 5 prior to its repeal in 2013, consult the 2012
Colorado Revised Statutes, the Colorado statutory research explanatory note beginning on page
vii in the front of this volume, and the editor's note following the article heading.

(2) Section 22-7-508 provided for the repeal of this part 5, effective July 1, 2013. (See L.
2012, p. 646.)

(3) Section 22-7-504 (1) was amended in House Bill 13-1139, effective August 7, 2013,
but those amendments did not take effect due to the repeal of this part 5, effective July 1, 2013.

PART 6

SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTS
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22-7-601. Legislative declaration. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 323, § 1, effective April 10. L. 2001: (1)(e),
(1)(®), and (2) amended, p. 1476, § 1, effective June 8. L. 2009: Entire section repealed, (SB 09-
163), ch. 293, p. 1525, § 5, effective May 21.

22-7-602. Definitions. As used in this part 6, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1) "Alternative education campus" means a public school, including a charter school,
that receives a designation pursuant to section 22-7-604.5.

(1.5) Repealed.

(2) to (4) Repealed.

(5) "Department" means the department of education created and existing pursuant to
section 24-1-115, C.R.S.

(6) "District school board" means the board of education of a school district existing
pursuant to law.

(7) "Public school" means a school that receives a majority of its funding from moneys
raised by a general state, county, or district tax and whose property is operated by a political
subdivision of the state or a charter school established pursuant to article 30.5 of this title.

(8) Repealed.

(9) "State board" means the state board of education created and existing pursuant to
section 1 of article IX of the state constitution.

(10) Repealed.

Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 324, § 1, effective April 10. L. 2001: (1), (7), and
(8) amended, p. 1477, § 2, effective June 8. L. 2002: (1) amended and (1.5) added, p. 465, § 1,
effective May 24. L. 2004: (8) amended, p. 1661, § 10, effective June 3. L. 2009: (1.5), (2), (3),
(4), (8), and (10) repealed, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1525, § 5, effective May 21.

22-7-603. State data reporting system. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 325, § 1, effective April 10. L. 2001: (1)
amended, p. 359, § 26, effective April 16; (3)(d) amended, p. 679, § 2, effective May 30; (1)
amended, p. 1477, § 3, effective June 8. L. 2004: (1) amended, p. 1661, § 11, effective June 3.
L. 2009: Entire section repealed, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1525, § 5, effective May 21.

22-7-603.5. Legislative declaration - measurement of value added to academic
progress. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2001: Entire section added, p. 359, § 27, effective April 16. L. 2006: (4)
amended, p. 715, § 2, effective July 1. L. 2007: (4) amended, p. 2031, § 43, effective June 1. L.
2009: Entire section repealed, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1525, § 5, effective May 21.

22-7-603.7. Academic growth pilot program - legislative declaration - creation.
(Repealed)

Colorado Revised Statutes 2025 Page 221 of 1467 Uncertified Printout



Source: L. 2002: Entire section added, p. 1769, § 39, effective June 7. L. 2004: Entire
section repealed, p. 1656, § 2, effective June 3.

22-7-604. Academic performance - academic growth of students - rating -
designation and methodology - rules. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 327, § 1, effective April 10. L. 2001: IP(1)
amended and (1.5) added, p. 670, § 1, effective May 30; (1), (1.5), (2), (5), (6), (7), and (8)
amended, pp. 1478, 1506, §§ 4, 34, effective June 8. L. 2002: (1.5)(a) amended, p. 467, § 3,
effective May 24; (2) and (6)(a) amended, p. 1777, § 40, effective June 7. L. 2003: (5)(c)
amended, p. 1991, § 34, effective May 22. L. 2004: (6) amended, p. 1656, § 3, effective June 3.
L. 2006: (1.5)(a)(IlT) added and (1.5)(b) and (6)(d) amended, pp. 430, 431, §§ 3, 7, effective
April 13. L. 2008: (3)(e) added, p. 772, § 8, effective May 14; (5)(c) amended, p. 1267, § 2,
effective August 5. L. 2009: Entire section repealed, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1525, § 5,
effective May 21.

22-7-604.3. Academic growth calculation - model - rule-making. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2004: Entire section added, p. 1651, § 1, effective June 3. L. 2005: (4)(a)(I)
amended, p. 967, § 1, effective June 2. L. 2006: (5)(h) and (7) added, p. 430, §§ 4, 5, effective
April 13; (5)(c) repealed, p. 597, § 11, effective August 7. L. 2007: Entire section amended, p. 7,
§ 2, effective February 6. L. 2008: (2)(a) and (3)(a) amended, p. 6, § 1, effective February 14;
(3.5) added, p. 772, § 7, effective May 14. L. 2009: Entire section repealed, (SB 09-163), ch.
293, p. 1525, § 5, effective May 21.

22-7-604.5. Alternative education campuses - criteria - application - rule-making -
report - definition. (1) A public school may apply to the state board for designation as an
alternative education campus. The state board shall adopt rules specifying the criteria and
application process for a public school to be designated an alternative education campus. The
rules must include but need not be limited to:

(a) Criteria that a public school must meet to be designated an alternative education
campus, including but not limited to the following:

(I) Having a specialized mission and serving a special needs or at-risk population;

(ID Being an autonomous public school;

(IT) Having an administrator who is not under the supervision of an administrator at
another public school,

(IV) Having a budget separate from any other public school;

(V) Having nontraditional methods of instruction delivery; and

(VD) (A) Serving students who have severe limitations that preclude appropriate
administration of the assessments administered pursuant to section 22-7-1006.3;

(B) Serving a student population in which more than ninety percent of the students have
an individualized education program pursuant to section 22-20-108 or meet the definition of a
high-risk student contained in subsection (1.5) of this section, or any combination of these two
criteria that equals at least ninety percent of the student population; or
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(C) Serving students who attend on a part-time basis and who come from other public
schools where the part-time students are counted in the enrollment of the other public school;
except that the results of the assessments administered pursuant to section 22-7-1006.3 to all
part-time students and high-risk students as defined in subsection (1.5) of this section must be
used in determining the levels of attainment on the performance indicators for the public school
for which the student is counted for enrollment purposes;

(D) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2010, (SB 10-154), ch. 157, p. 541, § 1, effective April
21,2010.)

(b) A procedure for a district school board to request that the state board designate a
public school of the school district as an alternative education campus; and

(c) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2009, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1520, § 2, effective May
21, 2009.)

(d) A procedure for a district school board to appeal to the state board a denial of a
request for designation.

(1.2) Notwithstanding the requirement in subsection (1)(a)(VI)(B) of this section, an
alternative education campus that has a pupil enrollment of less than two hundred fifty students
shall not lose its designation if the campus met the ninety percent threshold during the school
year, did not fall below the ninety percent threshold by more than three students during the
subsequent year, and again met the ninety percent threshold the following year.

(1.5) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires, a "high-risk student"
means a student enrolled in a public school who:

(a) Has been committed to the department of human services following adjudication as a
juvenile delinquent or is in detention awaiting disposition of charges that may result in
commitment to the department of human services;

(b) Has dropped out of school or has four excused or unexcused absences from public
school in any one month or ten excused or unexcused absences from public school during any
school year. Absences due to suspension or expulsion of a student are considered absences for
purposes of this paragraph (b).

(c) Has been expelled from school or engaged in behavior that would justify expulsion;

(d) Has a documented history of personal drug or alcohol use or has a parent or guardian
with a documented substance use disorder;

(e) Has a documented history of personal street gang involvement or has an immediate
family member with a documented history of street gang involvement;

(f) Has a documented history of child abuse or neglect, has been adjudicated a ward of
the court, or has been involved in the foster care system;

(g) Has a parent or guardian in prison or on parole or probation or has experienced the
loss of a parent or sibling;

(h) Has a documented history of domestic violence in the immediate family;

(1) Has a documented history of repeated school suspensions;

(j) Is a parent or pregnant woman who is twenty-one years of age or younger;

(k) Is a migrant child, as defined in section 22-23-103 (2);

(1) Is a homeless child, as defined in section 22-1-102.5 (2)(a);

(m) Has a documented history of a mental health disorder or behavioral issue or has
experienced significant trauma; or
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(n) Is over traditional school age for his or her grade level and lacks adequate credit
hours for his or her grade level.

(2) (a) A district school board for a public school that desires to be considered an
alternative education campus pursuant to this section shall file with the state board a request for
designation as an alternative education campus. The request shall be in a form approved by the
state board and shall contain sufficient information to establish that the public school meets the
requirements of the rules adopted pursuant to paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of this section. The
state board shall approve the designation of alternative education campus for any public school
for which a request is filed pursuant to this subsection (2) that is found by the state board to meet
the requirements of the rules adopted pursuant to paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of this section.

(b) Repealed.

(2.5) (a) The department shall annually review the performance of each alternative
education campus based on the criteria specified by rule of the state board pursuant to section
22-11-210 (1)(b) and shall recommend to the commissioner and the state board whether the
alternative education campus shall adopt a performance, improvement, priority improvement, or
turnaround plan, as said plans are described in sections 22-11-403 to 22-11-406. Based on the
recommendations, the state board, pursuant to section 22-11-210 (2), shall notify each alternative
education campus and its district school board, or the institute if the alternative education
campus is an institute charter school, of the type of plan the alternative education campus shall
adopt. In adopting its plan, each alternative education campus shall comply with the provisions
of sections 22-11-403 to 22-11-406, as applicable.

(b) The district school board for an alternative education campus or the institute, if the
alternative education campus is an institute charter school, shall specify the accreditation
category for the alternative education campus in accordance with the accreditation process
adopted by the district school board or the institute pursuant to section 22-11-307.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 22-11-503, the school performance report
for an alternative education campus shall include the information specified by rule of the state
board that will effectively communicate to the parents of students enrolled in the alternative
education campus and to the public the performance of the alternative education campus and the
performance of students enrolled in the alternative education campus.

(d) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2009, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1520, § 2, effective May
21, 2009.)

(e) Repealed.

(3) (a) Except as excluded pursuant to section 22-7-1006.3, the results of the
assessments administered pursuant to section 22-7-1006.3 to all part-time students attending a
school or a program that is designated an alternative education campus pursuant to this section
must be included in determining the levels of attainment on the performance indicators achieved
by the school to which the student is assigned for enrollment purposes.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of this subsection (3), for a part-time
student with an individualized education program pursuant to section 22-20-108, the school
district in which the student is enrolled, or, in the case of a board of cooperative services, the
administrative unit, may designate either the school of residency or the school of attendance as
the school to which the student's scores shall be assigned to determine levels of attainment on the
performance indicators.
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(4) In the administration of a grant existing pursuant to this title 22, the department of
education shall allocate priority points to an alternative education campus if the alternative
education campus is eligible and satisfies the grant's requirements.

(5) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, an alternative education campus may
include in its pupil enrollment a high-risk student, as defined in this section, who is twenty-one
years of age or younger on the pupil enrollment count day if the high-risk student has sufficient
credits so that the student will be eligible for a diploma by the end of the same school year.

(6) Beginning in September 2025, and each September thereafter, the department of
education shall prepare and post an annual report on enrollment trends, student demographics,
and student mobility in alternative education campuses. The report must include, but need not be
limited to:

(a) Year-round enrollment trends, including fluctuations beyond the official October
count date;

(b) A demographic breakdown of alternative education campus students, including
factors such as age, race and ethnicity, multilingual learners, and special education status; and

(c) Data on student mobility, including transfers into and out of alternative education
campuses throughout the school year.

Source: L. 2002: Entire section added, p. 465, § 2, effective May 24. L. 2004: 1P(1),
(D(@)(VD(B), and (1)(a)(VI)(C) amended and (1)(a)(VI)(D), (1.5), and (2.5) added, p. 488, §§ 2,
3, effective April 20. L. 2005: (3) amended, p. 491, § 2, effective May 10. L. 2006: (2.5)(c)(I)
amended, p. 432, § 8, effective April 13. L. 2009: Entire section amended, (SB 09-163), ch. 293,
p. 1520, § 2, effective May 21. L. 2010: (1)(a)(VI) and (1.5)(1) amended and (1.5)(k), (1.5)(1),
and (1.5)(m) added, (SB 10-154), ch. 157, pp. 541, 542, §§ 1, 2, effective April 21. L. 2011:
(DH(@)(VD(B), IP(1.5), (1.5)(1), (1.5)(m), and (2)(a) amended and (1.5)(n) added, (HB 11-1277),
ch. 306, p. 1473, § 2, effective August 10. L. 2015: IP(1), (1)(a)(VD(A), (1)(a)(VI)(C), and
(3)(a) amended, (HB 15-1323), ch. 204, p. 721, § 24, effective May 20. L. 2016: (1)(a)(VI)(B),
(1.5)(b), (1.5)(f), (1.5)(g), and (1.5)(m) amended, (HB 16-1429), ch. 249, p. 1020, § 1, effective
June 8. L. 2017: (1.5)(d) and (1.5)(m) amended, (SB 17-242), ch. 263, p. 1319, § 170, effective
May 25. L. 2021: (2.5)(e) added, (HB 21-1161), ch. 10, p. 58, § 4, effective March 16. L. 2025:
(1.2), (4), (5), and (6) added and (1.5)(j) amended, (HB 25-1167), ch. 247, p. 1243, § 2, effective
August 6.

Editor's note: (1) Subsection (2)(b)(II) provided for the repeal of subsection (2)(b),
effective July 1, 2003. (See L. 2002, p. 465.)

(2) Subsection (2.5)(e)(IIT) provided for the repeal of subsection (2.5)(e), effective July
1,2022. (See L. 2021, p. 58.)

Cross references: For the legislative declaration contained in the 2004 act amending the
introductory portion to subsection (1) and subsections (1)(a)(VI)(B) and (1)(a)(VI)(C) and
enacting subsections (1)(a)(VI)(D), (1.5), and (2.5), see section 1 of chapter 162, Session Laws
of Colorado 2004. For the legislative declaration in SB 17-242, see section 1 of chapter 263,
Session Laws of Colorado 2017. For the legislative declaration in HB 25-1167, see section 1 of
chapter 247, Session Laws of Colorado 2025.
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22-7-604.7.  Alternative education campuses - methods to measure quality
performance - repeal. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2016: Entire section added, (HB 16-1429), ch. 249, p. 1021, § 2, effective
June 8.

Editor's note: Subsection (3) provided for the repeal of this section, effective July 1,
2017. (See L. 2016, p. 1021.)

22-7-605. School accountability reports - format - rules. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 333, § 1, effective April 10. L. 2001: IP(5)(c)(I)
and (5)(c)(Ill) amended and (5)(c)(L.5) and (5)(c)(IV) added, p. 196, § 1, effective March 28;
IP(6)(c)(I) amended and (6)(c)(L.5) added, p. 194, § 1, effective March 28; (7)(d)(V) amended, p.
671, § 3, effective May 30; (1), (2)(a), (2)(b), (2)(c), (3)(a), IP(3)(b), (3)(c), (4), IP(5),
IP(5)(c)(D), IP(5)(c)(L.5), (5)(c)ID), (5)(c)(IV), (5)(e), IP(6), (6)(a)(IIL), IP(6)(c)(D), IP(6)(c)(L5),
(6)(d)AV), (T)(@), (b)), (7)(c), (7)(A)ID), (7)(A)I), (7T)(A)(V), (T)(A)(VD), (8), (9)(a), (9)(d),
and (10) amended and (11) added, pp. 1481, 1505, 1504, 1495, §§ 5, 33, 32, 31, 18, effective
June 8; (5)(b)(I) and (5)(d) amended, p. 1509, § 40, effective July 1, 2002. L. 2002: (3)(a) and
(10) amended and (8)(f) added, pp. 996, 997, §§ 35, 6, effective June 1; (9.5) added, p. 1794, § 59,
effective June 7. L. 2004: (4)(c.5) added and (4)(d) amended, p. 58, § 1, effective March §;
(3)(b)(I1)(B) amended and (8) R&RE, pp. 451, 450, §§ 2, 1, effective April 13; (4)(b)(I[)(A),
(4)(b)AD(C), (5)(e)I), and (8)(a) amended, pp. 1658, 1659, §§ 4, 5, effective June 3; (2)(b)
amended, p. 1619, § 8, effective July 1. L. 2006: (5)(b)(I) amended, p. 406, § 3, effective April
6. L. 2007: Entire section R&RE, p. 1045, § 1, effective May 23. L. 2009: Entire section
repealed, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1525, § 5, effective May 21.

22-7-606. School accountability reports - delivery web site. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 345, § 1, effective April 10. L. 2001: Entire
section amended, p. 1487, § 6, effective June 8. L. 2002: (1)(a) and (3) amended, p. 1795, § 61,
effective June 7. L. 2003: (1)(a) amended, p. 2141, § 46, effective May 22; (1)(a) and (3)(b)
amended, p. 970, § 1, effective August 6. L. 2005: (4) repealed, p. 968, § 3, effective June 2. L.
2007: Entire section R&RE, p. 1054, § 2, effective May 23. L. 2009: Entire section repealed,
(SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1525, § 5, effective May 21.

22-7-607. School accountability reports - nonpublic schools. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 346, § 1, effective April 10. L. 2001: Entire
section amended, p. 1489, § 7, effective June 8. L. 2009: Entire section repealed, (SB 09-163),
ch. 293, p. 1525, § 5, effective May 21.

22-7-607.5. Teacher pay incentive program - repeal. (Repealed)
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Source: L. 2001: Entire section added, p. 1495, § 19, effective June 8. L. 2002: (2)(b)
amended, p. 670, § 5, effective May 28; (1)(a), (1)(c), (2)(a), (2)(b), (2)(c), (2)(d), (3)(a), and
(3)(b) amended, pp. 1785, 1783, §§ 52, 47, effective June 7. L. 2003: Entire section repealed, p.
522, § 15, effective March 5.

22-7-608. Low-graded schools. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 346, § 1, effective April 10. L. 2001: Entire
section repealed, p. 1489, § 8, effective June 8.

22-7-609. School improvement plans. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 347, § 1, effective April 10. L. 2001: (2), (3)(a),
(3)(b), and (5) amended, p. 355, § 19, effective April 16; (2), (3)(c), and (5) amended and (6)
added, pp. 1507, 1489, §§ 36, 9, effective June 8. L. 2003: (2) amended, p. 729, § 2, effective
March 20. L. 2004: (2) amended and (3)(a.5) and (3)(c.5) added, p. 1620, §§ 9, 10, effective July
1. L. 2006: (5) amended, p. 399, § 1, effective April 6. L. 2009: Entire section repealed, (SB 09-
163), ch. 293, p. 1525, § 5, effective May 21.

22-7-609.3. Voluntary restructuring - state board approval. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2006: Entire section added, p. 400, § 2, effective April 6. L. 2009: Entire
section repealed, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1525, § 5, effective May 21.

22-7-609.4. Public school restructuring - tracking students. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2006: Entire section added, p. 402, § 2, effective April 6. L. 2009: Entire
section repealed, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1525, § 5, effective May 21.

22-7-609.5. School improvement grant program - repeal. (Repealed)
Source: L. 2001: Entire section added, p. 353, § 18, effective April 16; (1)(b), (5)(b), and

(6) amended, p. 1506, § 35, effective June 8. L. 2003: (3)(c)(II) repealed, p. 522, § 15, effective
March 5.

Editor's note: Subsection (7) provided for the repeal of this section, effective July 1,
2003. (See L. 2001, p. 353.)

22-7-609.6. School improvement - appropriations. (Repealed)
Source: L. 2002: Entire section added, p. 1795, § 62, effective June 7. L. 2004: Entire
section amended, p. 1662, § 12, effective June 3; entire section amended, p. 1620, § 11, effective

July 1. L. 2009: Entire section repealed, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1525, § 5, effective May 21.
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22-7-610. High-rated or improved school. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 349, § 1, effective April 10. L. 2001: Entire
section amended, p. 1490, § 10, effective June 8. L. 2009: Entire section repealed, (SB 09-163),
ch. 293, p. 1525, § 5, effective May 21.

22-7-611. Closing the achievement gap program - strategies - assistance - criteria -
rule-making. (1) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Eligible district" means a school district that has been identified by rule of the state
board as having a significant achievement gap.

(b) "Eligible school" means a public school that has been identified by rule of the state
board as having a significant achievement gap.

(2) There is hereby established in the department the closing the achievement gap
program, referred to in this section as the "program", to provide extensive assistance to eligible
districts and eligible schools.

(3) The department shall prepare and distribute to each eligible district and eligible
school an outline of different strategies the eligible district or eligible school may implement to
improve academic achievement. The department shall provide the outline by April 1 of the
school year preceding the school year in which the eligible district or eligible school intends to
participate in the program. The outline may include, but need not be limited to, the following
strategies:

(a) Using disaggregated student data to set academic improvement targets in reading,
writing, mathematics, and science;

(b) Using improvement targets to define professional development needs related to
content, instruction, differentiation, and best practices in educating special education students,
gifted and talented students, English language learners, and other student subgroups, as needed;

(c) Developing interim district-level and building-level assessments to monitor student
progress toward proficiency on the state model content standards and developing a plan to
immediately address gaps in learning;

(d) Examining and realigning, as needed, school scheduling, academic support systems,
and assignments of personnel,

(e) Designing a plan for increasing parental knowledge and skill to support academic
objectives; and

(f) Identifying leaders who specialize in rehabilitating failing schools and who may serve
as school principals.

(4) (a) An eligible school that chooses to apply for participation in the program shall
provide to its district school board a list of the strategies selected from the outline provided by
the department that the eligible school intends to implement to improve academic achievement
among the students enrolled in the eligible school. The eligible school shall provide the list by
May 1 of the school year preceding the school year in which the eligible school intends to
participate in the program. If the district school board chooses to allow the eligible school to
apply for participation in the program, the district school board shall, in accordance with
timelines adopted by rule of the state board, provide to the department a list of the strategies that
the district school board and the eligible school have chosen to implement to improve academic
achievement among the students enrolled in the eligible school.
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(b) An eligible district that chooses to apply for participation in the program shall, in
accordance with timelines adopted by rule of the state board, provide to the department a list of
the strategies selected from the outline provided by the department that the eligible district has
chosen to implement to improve academic achievement within the eligible district.

(5) The state board shall determine the criteria by which eligible districts and eligible
schools shall be selected to participate in the program and shall promulgate rules that set forth
the criteria.

(6) Subject to available appropriations or gifts, grants, and donations, and upon the
request of a participating eligible district or eligible school, the department shall provide
assistance through the program to the participating eligible district or eligible school. The
assistance may consist of, but is not limited to, information, personnel, and program and
technical support.

(7) The state board may promulgate all reasonable and necessary rules to implement this
section.

(8) The department may seek, accept, and expend gifts, grants, or donations from private
or public sources for the purposes of this section.

Source: L. 2003: Entire section added, p. 2510, § 1, effective June 5. L. 2009: Entire
section amended, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1524, § 3, effective May 21. L. 2020: (6) amended
and (8) added, (HB 20-1418), ch. 197, p. 947, § 23, effective June 30.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 20-1418, see section 1 of chapter
197, Session Laws of Colorado 2020.

22-7-612. Closing the achievement gap commission - creation - members - report -
repeal. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2003: Entire section added, p. 2511, § 1, effective June 5. L. 2004: (5)
amended, p. 1199, § 55, effective August 4.

Editor's note: Subsection (5) provided for the repeal of this section, effective January 1,
2006. (See L. 2004, p. 1199.)

22-7-613. Closing the achievement gap cash fund - creation - repeal. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2003: Entire section added, p. 2513, § 1, effective June 5. L. 2009: (1)
amended, (SB 09-163), ch. 293, p. 1525, § 4, effective May 21; (1) amended, (SB 09-256), ch.
294, p. 1566, § 29, effective May 21. L. 2012: (1)(b) repealed, (HB 12-1238), ch. 180, p. 673, §
18, effective July 1. L. 2020: (1)(a) and (2) repealed and (3) and (4) added, (HB 20-1418), ch.
197, p. 947, § 22, effective June 30.

Editor's note: Subsection (4) provided for the repeal of this section, effective July 1,
2021. (See L. 2020, p. 947.)
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Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 20-1418, see section 1 of chapter
197, Session Laws of Colorado 2020.

PART 7
TEACHER DEVELOPMENT GRANT PROGRAM

22-7-701. Short title. This part 7 shall be known and may be cited as the "Teacher
Development Act".

Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 1973, § 1, effective June 2.

22-7-702. Legislative declaration. (1) The general assembly hereby finds that:

(a) There is a high correlation between student success and excellent teaching;

(b) While educator preparation programs offered by institutions of higher education may
provide candidates with the basic knowledge necessary to enter the classroom, ongoing
development through school-based, skills-development activities is necessary to enable
educators to develop excellent teaching skills;

(c) In-service training programs and similar forms of off-site course work are often
unable to provide the kind of skill development needed;

(d) Working collaboratively as colleagues to review assignments, student work,
curriculum, and teaching methodology has been proven successful in enabling teachers to
determine whether all of these facets of teaching in combination successfully provide the
information students need to master reading, writing, mathematics, and science, as indicated by
high achievement levels on assessments.

(2) Based on the findings specified in subsection (1) of this section, the general assembly
hereby finds that it is necessary to provide grants pursuant to this part 7 to assist schools in
providing opportunities for teachers to participate in school-based skills-development activities
that are focused on mastering skills in instructing students in reading, writing, mathematics, and
science.

Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 1973, § 1, effective June 2. L. 2011: (1)(b)
amended, (SB 11-245), ch. 201, p. 848, § 7, effective August 10.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in the 2011 act amending subsection
(1)(b), see section 1 of chapter 201, Session Laws of Colorado 2011.

22-7-703. Definitions. As used in this part 7, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1) Repealed.

(2) "Department" means the department of education created in section 24-1-115, C.R.S.

(3) "Grant program" means the teacher development grant program created in section
22-7-704.

(4) "School" means any public school in the state, including but not limited to a
traditional public school of a school district, a charter school, and an approved facility school, as
defined in section 22-2-402 (1).
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(5) "State board" means the state board of education created in section 1 of article IX of
the state constitution.

(6) "Teacher development schedule" means a schedule of school-based skills-
development activities to assist teachers throughout the school year in improving their classroom
teaching skills. A "teacher development schedule" may include, but need not be limited to:

(a) Time set aside during which teachers meet to review their assignments, present
lesson plans, and provide feedback to one another; and

(b) On-site training, observation, and evaluation by recognized experts in instructional
strategies and techniques.

Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 1974, § 1, effective June 2. L. 2004: (1) repealed,
p. 5, § 1, effective February 20. L. 2008: (4) amended, p. 1384, § 7, effective May 27.

22-7-704. Teacher development grant program - created - rules. (1) There is hereby
created the teacher development grant program to provide moneys to schools for use in
providing a teacher development schedule. A teacher development schedule may include only
research-based activities that have been proven effective in improving teachers' skills, especially
in teaching reading, writing, mathematics, and science.

(2) (@) On or before October 1, 2000, and on or before each October 1 thereafter, subject
to available appropriations, the state board shall award teacher development grants to schools
selected from those submitting applications pursuant to section 22-7-705. Each grant shall
continue for two school years, unless discontinued pursuant to paragraph (b) of this subsection
(2). No two-year grant shall exceed twenty thousand dollars. On expiration of a grant, a school
may reapply for a grant by submitting an application pursuant to section 22-7-705.

(b) The state board shall annually review each grant recipient's use of the moneys
awarded pursuant to this section. Based on the recommendations of the department made
pursuant to section 22-7-706 (4), the state board shall discontinue the grant awarded to any
recipient that is not making adequate progress in achieving the goals identified in the recipient's
grant application.

(c) Moneys received by a school pursuant to the grant program shall be in addition to the
moneys budgeted to the school by the school district in which the school is located and shall not
reduce the amount of said budgeted moneys that the school would have received if it had not
received a grant pursuant to this part 7. Grants awarded through the program shall be paid from
moneys in the teacher development fund created in section 22-7-708.

(3) The state board shall implement the grant program in accordance with the provisions
of this part 7. Pursuant to article 4 of title 24, C.R.S., the state board shall promulgate such rules
as are required in this part 7 and such additional rules as may be necessary for the
implementation of the grant program. Participation by a school in the grant program is voluntary.

(4) The department shall solicit and is hereby authorized to receive such public and
private gifts, grants, and donations as may be available to fund the grant program. Any moneys
so received shall be credited to the teacher development fund created in section 22-7-708.

Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 1974, § 1, effective June 2. L. 2004: (2)(a) and
(2)(b) amended, p. 7, § 3, effective February 20.
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22-7-705. Teacher development grant program - application. (1) Any school that
chooses to participate in the grant program shall submit an application to the department as
provided by rule of the state board. Prior to submitting a grant application to the department, an
applying school shall submit to the board of education of the school district in which the school
is located the items specified in paragraphs (a) to (d) of subsection (2) of this section. Within
thirty days after receiving said items, the board of education shall provide to the school a written
statement of support or opposition for the proposed schedule that shall include the reasons
underlying such support or opposition.

(2) At a minimum, a grant application shall include the following information:

(a) The activities that the school will provide through the teacher development schedule
and the research that demonstrates the effectiveness of such activities as implemented in other
public or nonpublic schools;

(b) Evidence that the teachers and administrators at the school have participated in
selection of the activities to be provided and are in support of the teacher development schedule;

(c) The specific, measurable goals that the school expects to achieve in implementing the
teacher development schedule, including both one-year goals and the goals to be achieved upon
conclusion of the grant. At a minimum, the school's goals shall include a measurable increase in
student learning in the areas of reading, writing, mathematics, and science.

(d) The school's plan for measuring the success of the activities provided through the
teacher development schedule in meeting the school's identified goals, including but not limited
to how the school will determine improvement in student learning;

(e) The amount of any moneys received by the school pursuant to Title I of the federal
"Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965", 20 U.S.C. sec. 6301 et seq., how the school
is using such moneys, and any improvements in student learning that have occurred in the
preceding three years through the use of such moneys;

(f) Whether the school has previously received a grant pursuant to this part 7 and the
demonstrated goals achieved in using the grant as specified in the progress and final reports
submitted to the department pursuant to section 22-7-707;

(g) A written statement of support for or opposition to the school's proposed teacher
development schedule by the board of education of the school district in which the applying
school is located, including the reasons underlying such support or opposition.

(3) Repealed.

(4) An institute charter school or approved facility school that submits an application
pursuant to this part 7 shall not be required to submit the application to any school district or to
include in the application a statement of support for or opposition to the application by a local
board of education.

Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 1975, § 1, effective June 2. L. 2004: (3) repealed,
p. 8, § 4, effective February 20; (4) added, p. 1621, § 12, effective July 1. L. 2008: (4) amended,
p. 1384, § 8, effective May 27.

22-7-706. Grants - criteria - repeal. (Repealed)

Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 1976, § 1, effective June 2. L. 2004: Entire
section amended, p. 5, § 2, effective February 20.
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Editor's note: Subsection (6)(a) provided for the repeal of this section, effective July 1,
2010. (See L. 2004, p. 5.)

22-7-707. Reporting requirements - progress reports - final reports. (1) Each school
that receives a grant pursuant to this part 7 shall submit to the department:

(a) A progress report specifying the progress made by the school during the initial year
of the grant in achieving the goals specified in the school's grant application;

(b) A final report demonstrating the school's success in achieving the goals specified in
the school's grant application.

(2) The state board by rule shall specify the date by which each grant recipient shall
submit the progress report and the final report and the specific contents of each report. At a
minimum, the progress report and the final report shall:

(a) Apply the methods identified in the school's plan for measuring the success of the
teacher development schedule, as specified in the school's grant application; and

(b) Specify the student learning results achieved by the school in the areas of reading,
writing, mathematics, and science.

(3) Repealed.

Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 1976, § 1, effective June 2. L. 2004: IP(3)
amended, p. 8, § 5, effective February 20. L. 2005: IP(3) amended, p. 861, § 2, effective June 1.
L. 2017: (3) repealed, (HB 17-1267), ch. 242, p. 994, § 4, effective August 9.

22-7-708. Teacher development fund - creation. There is hereby created in the state
treasury the teacher development fund referred to in this section as the "fund", for payment of
teacher development grants awarded pursuant to section 22-7-704. The fund shall consist of such
moneys as may be appropriated thereto by the general assembly and such moneys as may be
credited thereto pursuant to section 22-7-704 (4). Moneys in the fund shall be subject to annual
appropriation by the general assembly for the purposes specified in this part 7. The department
may expend up to three percent of the moneys annually appropriated to the fund to offset the
documented costs incurred in implementing the grant program. All interest derived from the
deposit and investment of moneys in the fund shall be credited to the fund. At the end of any
fiscal year, all unexpended and unencumbered moneys in the fund shall remain therein and shall
not be credited or transferred to the general fund or any other fund.

Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 1979, § 1, effective June 2. L. 2003: Entire
section amended, p. 456, § 10, effective March 5. L. 2011: Entire section amended, (SB 11-218),
ch. 151, p. 526, § 3, effective May 5. L. 2015: Entire section amended, (SB 15-264), ch. 259, p.
953, § 46, effective August 5.

PART 8
SUMMER SCHOOL GRANT PROGRAM

Editor's note: (1) This part 8 was repealed in 2003 and was subsequently recreated and
reenacted in 2006, resulting in the addition, relocation, and elimination of sections as well as
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subject matter. For amendments to this part 8 prior to 2003, consult the Colorado statutory
research explanatory note and the table itemizing the replacement volumes and supplements to
the original volume of C.R.S. 1973 beginning on page vii in the front of this volume.

(2) Prior to the recreation and reenactment of this part 8, section 22-7-806 provided for
the repeal of this part 8, effective April 4, 2003. (See L. 2003, p. 515.)

22-7-801. Legislative declaration. (1) The general assembly hereby finds and declares
that:

(a) Establishing a summer school grant program to provide funding to school districts
and institute charter schools to provide intensive reading, writing, or mathematics education
services to students entering the fifth through eighth grades who received an unsatisfactory
proficiency level score on the reading, writing, or mathematics component of the Colorado
student assessment program for the previous academic year is an important element of an
accountable education program to meet state academic standards; and

(b) Research shows that implementing research-based practices, as defined by the
federal "No Child Left Behind Act of 2001", 20 U.S.C. sec. 6301 et seq., as amended, can cause
significant improvement in a student's performance in reading, writing, or mathematics in a short
period.

(2) The general assembly therefore finds that a program to provide grants to school
districts and institute charter schools to assist them in providing summer school programs for
students who are entering the fifth through eighth grades and are performing unsatisfactorily in
reading, writing, or mathematics may receive funding from the state education fund created in
section 17 (4) of article IX of the state constitution.

Source: L. 2006: Entire part RC&RE, p. 669, § 11, effective April 28. L. 2008: (1)(a)
and (2) amended, p. 1207, § 14, effective May 22.

Cross references: For the legislative declaration contained in the 2008 act amending
subsections (1)(a) and (2), see section 1 of chapter 286, Session Laws of Colorado 2008.

22-7-802. Definitions. As used in this part 8, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1) Repealed.

(2) "Department" means the department of education created in section 24-1-115, C.R.S.

(3) "Eligible student" means a student who will begin fifth, sixth, seventh, or eighth
grade in the next academic year and who has received an unsatisfactory proficiency level score
on the state reading, writing, or mathematics assessment administered pursuant to section 22-7-
1006.3 for the preceding academic year.

(4) "Grant program" means the summer school grant program created in section 22-7-
803.

(5) "State board" means the state board of education created pursuant to section 1 of
article IX of the state constitution.

Source: L. 2006: Entire part RC&RE, p. 670, § 11, effective April 28. L. 2008: (3)
amended, p. 1207, § 15, effective May 22. L. 2015: (1) repealed and (3) amended, (HB 15-
1323), ch. 204, p. 722, § 25, effective May 20.
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Cross references: For the legislative declaration contained in the 2008 act amending
subsection (3), see section 1 of chapter 286, Session Laws of Colorado 2008.

22-7-803. Summer school grant program - creation - administration - rules. (1)
There is hereby created the summer school grant program to provide grants to school districts
and institute charter schools to operate summer school programs for eligible students, subject to
the requirements of this part 8. The grant program shall be designed to assist school districts and
institute charter schools in providing intensive educational services to eligible students in the
areas of reading, writing, or mathematics.

(2) The department shall administer the grant program and the state board shall award
grants as provided in this part 8.

(3) The department shall evaluate the progress of the summer school programs operated
by school districts and institute charter schools that receive grants pursuant to this part 8.

(4) (a) The state board shall promulgate rules in accordance with article 4 of title 24,
C.R.S., to implement and administer the grant program. At a minimum, the rules shall specify
the following:

(I) The time frames for submitting grant program applications;

(I The form of the grant program application;

(IIT) The time frames for distribution of the grant moneys;

(IV) The method by which the department shall evaluate the progress of the summer
school programs operated by school districts and institute charter schools that receive grants
pursuant to this part 8; and

(V) Any other procedures or policies the state board deems necessary to implement and
administer the grant program.

(b) In implementing the grant program and rules promulgated pursuant to this subsection
(4), the state board shall ensure that all grants awarded pursuant to this part 8 are issued to school
districts or institute charter schools on or before April 30 of each budget year for which moneys
are appropriated for the grant program.

Source: L. 2006: Entire part RC&RE, p. 670, § 11, effective April 28.

22-7-804. Summer school programs - requirements. (1) A school district or institute
charter school that receives a grant to provide a summer school program pursuant to this part 8 is
subject to the following requirements:

(a) The summer school program shall be research-based, pursuant to the federal "No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001", 20 U.S.C. sec. 6301 et seq., as amended, and shall be delivered
by teachers who are trained in the use of the program.

(b) The school district or institute charter school conducting the summer school program
shall administer, in the subject areas in which the summer school program will focus, a test to
every eligible student participating in the program. The school district or institute charter school
shall administer the test before the program begins and upon completion of the program to
evaluate the progress of each eligible student who participates in the program.

(c) The goal of the summer school program shall be to enable eligible students
participating in the program to progress from scoring at the unsatisfactory proficiency level in
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reading, writing, or mathematics, as applicable, to scoring at the proficient level in reading,
writing, or mathematics, as applicable.

Source: L. 2006: Entire part RC&RE, p. 671, § 11, effective April 28.

22-7-805. Summer school grant program - application - criteria. (1) A school
district or institute charter school that seeks to receive a grant pursuant to this part 8 shall submit
an application to the department in accordance with rules promulgated by the state board. A
school district shall submit an application on behalf of all grade-appropriate schools in the
district, including the district charter schools within the district. The application shall include the
following information:

(a) The number of eligible students enrolled in the school district or institute charter
school, as applicable;

(b) A description of the educational services that the school district or institute charter
school anticipates providing through a summer school program;

(c) A description of the method that the school district or institute charter school will use
to measure an eligible student's academic progress throughout the program;

(d) A description of the goals that the school district's or institute charter school's
summer school program is expected to achieve and the method by which the school district or
institute charter school will measure achievement of the goals; and

(e) Any additional information required by rule of the state board promulgated pursuant
to section 22-7-803 (4).

(2) The department shall review the applications received from school districts and
institute charter schools pursuant to this section and shall make recommendations to the state
board concerning the awarding of grants and the amounts of the grants. The state board shall
take into consideration the recommendations of the department and shall annually award grants
to school districts and institute charter schools in amounts specified by the state board. In
awarding grants pursuant to this part 8, the state board shall:

(a) Consider whether the school district's or institute charter school's summer school
program complies with the requirements of section 22-7-804;

(b) Consider the geographic location of the school district or institute charter school, as
applicable, and, to the extent possible, ensure that grant moneys are awarded to school districts
and institute charter schools throughout the state;

(c¢) Award grants to school districts and institute charter schools that are implementing
summer school programs using curricula that are research-based and that have been used with
demonstrated success either by the applying school district or institute charter school or by
another school district; and

(d) Award grants to school districts and institute charter schools that demonstrate
success in improving the academic performance of eligible students in the area of reading,
writing, or mathematics, as applicable.

Source: L. 2006: Entire part RC&RE, p. 672, § 11, effective April 28.

22-7-806. Reporting requirements. (1) On or before October 1 of each year following
a budget year for which moneys were appropriated for the grant program, each school district
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and institute charter school that receives a grant pursuant to this part 8 shall submit a report to
the department after completion of its summer school program. The report shall include the
following information:

(a) The number of eligible students who participated in the school district's or institute
charter school's summer school program, as applicable;

(b) The levels of performance in the subject area in which the summer school program
was offered demonstrated by the eligible students participating in the summer school program
both at the beginning of the program and at the end of the program, based on tests administered
to the eligible students before and after participating in the program; and

(¢) Such other information as the state board may by rule, promulgated pursuant to
section 22-7-803 (4), require to assess the effectiveness of the summer school programs operated
by school districts and institute charter schools.

Source: L. 2006: Entire part RC&RE, p. 673, § 11, effective April 28.

22-7-807. Summer school grant program - funding. (1) For the 2006-07 budget year
and for each budget year thereafter, subject to available appropriations, the general assembly
shall annually appropriate moneys from the state education fund created in section 17 (4) of
article IX of the state constitution to the department to be used to award grants for summer
school programs pursuant to this part 8.

(2) The department may annually withhold a portion of the moneys appropriated for the
purposes of this part 8 to offset the direct costs incurred in administering the grant program and
in evaluating the progress of each summer school program pursuant to the requirement of section
22-7-803 (3). The amount withheld by the department in any budget year shall not exceed three
percent of the amount appropriated for the purposes of this part 8 in that budget year.

Source: L. 2006: Entire part RC&RE, p. 673, § 11, effective April 28.
PART 9
READ-TO-ACHIEVE GRANT PROGRAM

22-7-901 to 22-7-909. (Repealed)

Editor's note: (1) This part 9 was added in 2007. For amendments to this part 9 prior to
its repeal in 2012, consult the 2011 Colorado Revised Statutes and the Colorado statutory
research explanatory note beginning on page vii in the front of this volume.

(2) Section 22-7-909 provided for the repeal of this part 9, effective July 1, 2012. (See L.
2012, p. 672.)

PART 10
PRESCHOOL TO POSTSECONDARY
EDUCATION ALIGNMENT
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22-7-1001. Short title. This part 10 shall be known and may be cited as the "Preschool
to Postsecondary Education Alignment Act".

Source: L. 2008: Entire part added, p. 740, § 1, effective May 14.

22-7-1002. Legislative declaration. (1) The general assembly hereby finds that:

(a) Since 1993, implementation of standards-based education has resulted in significant
increases in the ability of school districts and the state to measure what each student knows and
is able to demonstrate at various levels in the student's academic career and in significant
increases in learning and academic achievement among some students enrolled in the public
schools of the state;

(b) However, Colorado continues to see a widening of the achievement gap,
unacceptably high dropout rates throughout the state, unacceptably low numbers of high school
graduates who continue into and successfully complete higher education, and an unacceptably
high need for remediation among those students who do continue into higher education;

(c) From the inception of the nation, public education was intended both to prepare
students for the workforce and to prepare them to take their place in society as informed, active
citizens who are ready to both participate and lead in citizenship. In recent years, the emphasis in
public education has been squarely placed on the areas of reading, writing, mathematics, and
science, but it is important that education reform also emphasize the public education system's
historic mission of education for active participation in democracy.

(d) With the advent of the twenty-first century and increasing expectations and demands
with regard to the use of technology and higher-level critical thinking skills, coupled with
increasing levels of national and international economic competition, it is now imperative that
the state move to the next generation of standards-based education.

(2) The general assembly finds that:

(a) More and more studies indicate that high-quality early learning experiences are
crucial to ensuring students' ultimate success in school, in postsecondary education, in the
workforce, and in life, generally;

(b) The next generation of standards-based education must take into account the fact that
children enter school with varying skills and experiences. Under the Colorado student
assessment program, Colorado does not have the ability to describe achievement gaps until
students are in third grade, which, in most circumstances, is too late to adequately address the
varying skill levels and experiences with which the students entered school. Understanding the
skills, knowledge, and behavior that students bring to their earliest years of